^^■:-' 


MF 

■          li 

'1 

II 

:         1 

1 
1 

'^  ■>   J'  >-\  If 


T'l 


C-À'É^ 


■^  FROM  -., 

D'?  LAIN  es" 


Tx 


Irrar^ 


f 


-i 


V\Â,t  ^^^ 


■'  V  ^^'"^'"^ 


[M.)  A  General  History  of  all  Voyages  and  Travels  Throughout  the 
orld,  from  the  first  Ages  to  this  present  Time.  Illustrating  Both  the 
lem  Geography.  Containing  an  Accurate  Description  of  each  Country, 
3ry  and  Product  ;  the  Religion,  Customs,  Manners,  Trade,  &c.  of  the 
1  whatsoever  is  Curious  and  Remarkable  in  any  Kind.  An  Account 
;  hitherto  made  in  the  most  Remote  Parts,  and  the  Great  Usefulness  of 
for  Improving  both  Natural  and  Experimental  Philosophy  ;  with  a 
authors  that  have  ever  describ'd  an}'  Part  of  the  World,  an  Impartial 
!^riticism  on  their  Works  for  discerning  between  the  Reputable  and 
rs  ;  and  an  Extract  of  the  Lives  of  the  most  considerable  Travellers, 
om  the  Paris  Edition,  first  edition  in  English,  with  an  engraved 
5  engraved  plates,  the  bookplate  of  Sir  John  Anstrnther  mounted  on  the 
page,  pages  (7),  364,  (8),  8vo,  contemporary  calf,  neatly  rehacked  and 
label,  gilt,  London,  for  Edmund  Curll  and  Egbert  S ajtger,  1708  ^b 
rare  work  whicli,  apart  from,  the  introduction,  is  devoted  entirely  to  the  early 
niards  to  America,  and  which  contains  much  information  relating  to  the  Indian 
iblished  -with  a  new  title-page  in  1711,  with  the  name  of  Bellegarde  substituted 


The 

Robert  E.  Gross 
Collection 

A  Memorial  to  the  Founder 
of  the 

^C€K /{€€</  S^llf^f^U/ 


Business  Administration  Library 
Los  Angeles 


A 

General  Hiftory 

OF    ALL 

VOYAGES  and  TRAVELS 

Throughout 

The  0  L  2)  and  N  E  TV 

WORLD, 

From  the  firft  Ages  to  this  prefent  Time. 

lllu  ft  rating 

Both  the  Ancient  and  Modern  Geography. 

CONTAINING 

An  Accurate  Defcription  of  each  Country,  its 
Natural  Nijiory  and  Prodn^ -^  the  Heli^io?},  Cujioms,  Al^??- 
nersy  Trade-,  &c.  of  the  InhûbhrntSy  and  whacfoever  is 
Curious  and  Remarkable  in  any  Kind.  An  Account  ot 
all  Difcoveries  hitherto  made  in  the  mo^  Remore  F  tins,  zx\<\ 
the  Great  Xlfefulncls  ot"  fuch  Attempts,  for  Improving  both 
Natural  and  Experimental  Philolophy  j  with  a  Catalogue  of 
all  Mthors  thar  have  ever  defcrib'd  any  Part  of  the  World. 
an  Impartial  'judgment  and  Crivcijm  on  their  Works  for 
difcerning  between  the  i^pwut/e  and  f iïi«/o«î  Relaters  ;  and 
an  Extrait  of  the  Lives  of  che  moft  confiderablc  Travellers. 


Bj  MonfnDU  FERIER  of  the  Roy  d  Academy, 


Made    Engltjh  from   the  Paris  Edition. 


adorn'd    with     cuts. 


LONDON^ 
Printed  for  Edmund  Cur II  at    the   Peacock   without 
Temfle-Bar^  and  Egbert  Sanger  at  the  Tofl-Houfe  in 
the  Middle  7V;?2p/e-6'^fe,  Fket-flreet.  1708. 


m}0B^MM^Uë^ 


of:  4mtiiaherBarr 


T  O 

HIS    HIGHNESS 

THE 

DUKE 

O  F 

BURGUNDY. 

Great  SIR, 

THE  Book  I  prefume 
to  prelent  your  High- 
nefs,  and  to  which  you 
have  been  pleas'd  to  allow 
your  AuguftName  to  be  pre- 
fixed, is  not  a  Work  of  that 
Nature  as  to  require  along 
Exercife  and  AppUcation  of 
the  mod  refin'd  Reafon  and 
fubUmeft  Judgment  ;  it  is 
none  of  the  Number  of  thofç 
abftrufe  Sciences,  for  the  At-^ 
taining  whereof,  to  any  Per- 
A  2  feel-ion. 


The  EpiftJe  Dedicatory. 
fecSlion,   the  whole  Life    of 
the     ableft     Geometricians 
would  fcarce  fuffice,  and  the 
Knowledge    of  which   coft 
your    Highnels    but   a  few 
Hours  in  your  tender  Years  ; 
I  mean    of  thole    Science3, 
which  as  they  enlighten  the 
Underftanding,    fo    at    the 
fame  Time  they  often  pufl: 
it  up  with  Vanity  and  Pride, 
by  accuftoming  it  never  to 
fubmit  to  any  thing  lefs  than 
Pemonftration. 

This  is  a  Piece,  Great  Sir^ 
which  may  be  read,  without 
the  Afliftance  of  thofe  pro- 
found Meditations,  that  have 
taken  up  your  Mind,  ever 
fince  it  was  capable  of  form^ 
ing  folid  Idea's^  and  under- 

ftanding 


The  Epiftle  Dedicatory. 
ftanding  the  Language  of 
Truth.  It  is  nearer  within 
the  Reach  of  the  Generali- 
ty of  Mankind,  and  confe-r 
quently  more  Ul'eful  to  the 
PubHck,  and  yet  I  hope  it 
will  not  therefore  the  lefs 
deferve  your  Highnels's  Atr 
tention.  You  encourage  and 
protect  Arts,  as  Avell  as  the 
nioft  lofty  Sciences^  being 
convinced  that  they  not  only 
contribute  towards  înftrucl- 
ing  the  Mind,  but  forming 
the  Manners  of  Men  ;  and 
rouie  up  the  Affeélion  to 
them  by  your  Generofity, 
and  by  thofe  Moments  you 
devote  to  improve  them. 

The  Variety  of  Accidents, 
which  occur  in  the  Accounts 

of 


The  Epijïle  Dedicatory. 
of  Travels^  compofe  one  of 
the  moft  I'pritely  Parts  of 
Hiftory,  as  is  the  Diverlity 
of  Cuftoms  and  Manners  they 
lay  before  us^  in  their  feveral 
Countries  one  of  the  moll: 
Ul'eful  ;  but  as  remote  and 
different  as  the  feveral  Na- 
tions, the  World  is  composed 
of,  are  in  Behaviour  and  O- 
pinions,  a  Diftance  greater 
than  even  that  of  the  lève- 
rai Parts  of  Heaven  under 
which  they  live  ;  yet  thev  all 
concenter  and  are  united  in 
the  Veneration  they  pay  to 
your  lUuftrioùs  Blood,  and 
they  all  join  in  Admiring 
thole  Princes,  who  have  de- 
Icended  from  it.  This  Ad- 
miration Daily  increafes,  as 

thofe 


The  Epijlle  Dedicator/. 
thofe  far  disjoined  Nations 
hear  the  Fame  of  the  migh^ 
ty  Exploits,  which  are  ih  fre- 
quent in  the  Hiftory  of  the 
moft  Auguft  Houfe  of  Bour- 
don ;  and  it  will  ftill  rife  much 
higher,  when  they  Ihall  be 
fully  informed  of  your  Mar- 
tial Atchievements,  and  when 
our  Travellers  fhall  have  gi- 
ven them  a  faithful  Relatif 
on  of  your  early  Conquefts, 
and  thole  firfl  Warlike 
Feats,  which  Ipread  a  Terror 
into  the  very  Heart  of  the 
Empire,  and  overthrew  the 
Walls  of  thofe  Impregnable 
Towns,  before  which  the  moft 
formidable  Enemy's  Armies 
had  wafted  themfelves  for  fe- 
V^al  Months. 

tt 


The  Epijîle  Dedicatory. 

It  would  be  a  Happinels^ 
Great  Sh\,  could  I  in  Ibme 
Meaflire  contribute  towards 
tranlmitting  the  Glory  you 
have  fo  jaftly  acquired  to  the 
fartheft  Parts  of  the  Earth  ; 
that  would  prove  the  moft  ac- 
ceptable Reward  to  be  wilh'd 
for  by  me,  on  account  of  this 
Work,  which  you  have  been 
pleas'd  I  ihould  dedicate  to 
you.  Encourag'd  by  that  hope, 
and  being  fully  alTur'd  that  it 
cannot  fail  of  Succefs,  iince 
you  afford  it  your  Powerful 
Protection,  I  am  with  the 
moft  profound  Relpeél: 

Great    Sify 

To'/r  f/wfl  îhmible^  wo  fi 
Obedient  andmdfien^ 
tircij  devoted  Servant 

Dll    PERIER. 
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A   N 

Introdu6lory  Difcourle, 

To  the  General  Hiftory  of  all  Voyages  and 
Travels,  from  the  Flood  to  this  frefent 
Time  ;  [fjtwi/ig  how  excellently  'Vfeful  they 
are  to  Mankind^  and  the  great  Benefit  and 
Advantage  that  is  to  be  reafd  by  reading 
of  them 


M 


A  N  has  a  Natural  Propenfion   to  Motives 
Travel.     His    innate    Reftieirûefs// ^''^^■^'f- 
Avarice,  the   Defire    of  Knowing,'''''^* 


the    Pleafure  he    takes   in.  difcoverino;    new 


*r? 


Countries  and  unknov/n  Land«,  and  in  en- 
quiring into  the  Behaviour,  Manners  and 
Cuftoms  of  Nations  inhabiting  remote  Cli- 
mates, and  featcd  in  the  farthelt  Parts 
of  the  Earth  ;  all  thefe  Things  ftir  up  his 
Curioûty,  and  excite  him  to  overcome  the 
greateft  Difficulties,  and  expole  himfclf  to 
all  Sorts  of  Dangers. 

When  the  Progeny  of  Noah  had  multiply'd  Ue  Earth 
aad  rep  copied  the  Earth,which  God  had  made  ?<!i.fiU, 
defert,  by  the  Univerfal  Deluge  ^  their  Succef- 
fors  travel'd  about  to  fettle   their  Colonies  in 
^U  Parts  of  the  Univerfe,  as  appears  by  thcfe 
Words  OÎGenefs.     By  thefe  were   the  Ifles  of  the 
Gentiles  divided  in  their  Ldnds  -,  every  one  after  his 
Toriatte^  and  their  Families  in  their  Natiom,  Chap.% 
}o.v.  5.  B  The 
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tirfl  ttir     The  learned  Expofitors,  who  have  made 
mcWcrs.     itiany  ufeful  Commentaries  upon  GeneÇis^  tell 
us  of  fome  Travels  of  thofe    firfl:  Reftorers 
of  Mankind.    They  inform  us,  according  to 
Jofephw  and  St.  Jerome^  that  the  Children  of 
Japheth^  the  third  Son  of  Noah^  were  the  Firfl: 
that  Inhabited  the  Country  of  Galatla  -,  that 
from  Magog  came  the  Getei^   the  Majfagetes 
and  the  Scythians-^    from  Madai^  the   MedeSy 
or  according  to    others,    the    Macedonians  ^ 
from  Afofoch^   the  Mufcovites^  or  the  Cappa^ 
docians.     Thiras  was  the  Father  of  the  Thra- 
cians  -,  Afcenez.  of  the    Armenians  -,  Riphath  of 
the  Paphiagonians  j  and  Thogorma  of  the  P/^ry- 

//;«».  //<ïw,  the  fécond  Son  of  Noah^  who  fell 
under  his  Father's  Curfc,  went  away  to  in- 
habit Egypt,  which  Holy  Writ  calls  the 
Land  of  Chujl)  and  Mtfraim,  the  Names  of 
Main's  two  Sons.  From  Canaan  defcended 
the  Canaanites  who  inhabited  Phenicia  and  th« 
Holy  Land,  till  they  were  expell'd  by  the 
Ifi-aelitcs.  This  Nation  grew  Famous  by  Trade 
and  Commerce,  which  fo  much  enrich'd  Tyre 
and  Sidon. 

Jjfmr.  yifnir,  the  Son  of  Shem  departed  from  the 
Country  about  Babylon,  and  laid  the  Foun- 
dation of  the  mightyv^j^nVî«  Monarchy,  which 
ilourifh'd  for  fo  many  Ages.  Of  Ludim  came 
the  Nation  of  Lud  in  Africk^  mention'd  by 
the  Prophet  Jfaiah^  C.  66.  V.  19.  The  Cappa- 
dccinns  were  a  People  inhabiting  all  the  Traâ: 
of  Land  between  Ciiz.a  and  Egypt  along  the 
Sea-Coalt.  They  Invaded  the  Hivites,  and 
drove  them  out  of  their  Country,  where 
they  fetled  tliemfelves.  The  Philifiines  came 
thither  after  them,  and  gave  the  Name  of  P^- 
0  lejiim  to  all  that  Country. 
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Elam  and  his  Race  peopled  the  Land  of  -^^'^>"» 
bî  the  Elamites^  from  whom  the  Perfans  de- 
fcended.  The  CW/^e-^«j  and  Country  oiChal- 
dea^  in  which  Babylon  the  Capital  of  Nim- 
rod\  Empire  flood,  derive  their  Original 
from  Arfhaxad^  as  the  LydUns^  Neighbour- 
ing on  Perfia^  do  theirs  from  Ludlm.  Aram 
was  the  Progenitor  of  the  Syrians.  Vz^  who 
defcended  from  him,  made  himfelf  Maftef 
of  the  Country  of  Damafcm^  and  gave  Part 
of  that  Territory  the  Name  of  Vz.^  where 
the  Holy  Job  was  born  and  liv'd.  Hal  was  the 
Founder  of  the  Armenians. 

Thus  was  the  Earth  fill'd  with  Iniiabi-Cô>;/;//Fo?; 
tants  by  feveral  Detatchmcnts  or  Colonies '^Mo?/^«='5 
fpreading  themfelves  through  all  Parts 
after  the  Flood,  or  at  leaft  after  Mankind 
was  oblig'd  to  defifi:  from  that  extrava- 
gant undertaking  they  had  gone  upon,  of 
railing  a  Tower  above  the  Cloads,  thinking 
by  that  Means  to  fecure  themfelves  againft 
a  fécond  Deluge.  But  God  difappointed 
their  Vanity,  by  confounding  their  Lan- 
guage 5  fo  that  they  no  longer  underflood  one 
another,  and  then  it  was  that  they  parted  -, 
every  one  taking  the  Way  he  thought  fir, 
as  his  Fancy  or  Inltind  led  him,  which  was 
340  Years  after  the  Flood,  according  to  the 
Hebrews. 

The  Patriarch  Abraham  vfas  one  of  the  fu  ft  Abraham 
Travellers  we  find  mention'd  in  Hiftorv-  His'/^'''  fi'/^ 
Forefathers  dwelt  in  Mefoptamia^  of  which 
Chaldea  was  a  Province  Icated  beyond  the 
River  Euphrates^  towards  the  Tio^rts.  God 
appear'd  to  that  Holy  Man,  and'command- 
ed  him  to  forfake  his  Native  Country,  and 
palling  over  the  River  Euphrates  to  go  into 
the  Land  of  Cariann.  This  is  the  fruitful  and 
B  :ï  deli' 
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delicious  Country,   flowing  with  Milk    afnd 
Honey,  which   God    afterwards   gave  to  ^- 
hrahamH  Pofterity,  that  is,  the  Ifraelites^  wha 
were  defcended  from  the  Race  of  Jacobs  the 
Grand fon  oi  Abraham. 
Adam        All  the  whole  Circumference  of  the  Earth 
King  of  was  given  to  Adam  for  his  Refidence,   with 
tbi  World.  ^y^l\   Liberty  to  go  wl>ere  he  pleas'd  i^  foras 
a  Prince  is    not   obliged  always  to  fettle  his 
Abode  in  one  Palace  or  City,  but  is  free  to 
make    Choice   of  what  Place  he   pleafes   to 
relîde  in  throughout  his  Dominions  \  fo  A' 
dam  who    was   King  and  Lord   of   all  the 
World,  might  go  where  he  pleas'd,  as  well 
as  his  Defcendants.     All  the    Space  that  is 
betwixt    the  Eaft   and  Wefi^    the  North  and 
Souths  and  in  fliort  all  the  Inhabitable  Earth, 
was  but  like  one  great  City,  through  which 
the  Children  of  Adam  had  their  Freedom  to 
range. 
Calf  Mm     This  fecms  to  be  a  Priviledge  peculiar  to 
/^v.-f /Mi//|yi;2P^  and  raifcs  him  above  other  Creatures, 
'^'^^^*      which  cannot  live   in  all  Sorts  of  Countries. 
The  feirccft  of  Beafts  arc  rarely  to  be  found 
in  Europe  -,  the  Elephants  and  Camels  brought 
over  thither  are  as  it  were  out  of  their  Element^ 
and  do  not  Ixeed.     Kone  but  Man  can  liv€ 
and    multiply  in  all   Parts  of   the  Inhabita- 
ble Earth.     All  Climates  agree  with  him,  and 
he  iiinurcs  hinifclf  to  endure  Heat  and  Gold, 
according  to  the  Place  he  is  in. 
Stocraltes.      It  was   on  this  Principle  perhaps  that  So- 
crates the  Philofopher  grounded  his  Aufwer, 
v^hQn  being  ask'd  what  Countryman  he  was^ 
he    fdid,   A»  Inhabitant   of  the   IVorld,     To  fig- 
nify    that    all    the  World    was   his    Native 
Country,  that   Man  is  no   more    confin'd  to 
one    Natiou   than    another  ,    and  that   he 

mav 
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may  choofe  his  Refidence  throughout  the 
Face  of  the  Earth  3  for  he  every  where 
finds  proper  Food,  and  though  at  firfl:  it  be 
ftrange  to  him,  yet  by  Degrees  the  Body  is  ac- 
cuftom'd  tOy  and  nourifh'd  by  it. 

It  cannot  be  djeny'd  but  that  there  zre Àdv.nuit' 
many  Difficulties  to  be  furmounted,  and^^^f/ ^"t-- 
great  Dangers  to  be  run  in  Travelling  to"'"^*"^* 
very  Remote  Parts  ^  but  the  Rarities  found 
out,  the  new  Difcoveries  daily  made,  the 
Plcafure  of  feeing  ftrange  People,  and  un- 
known Nations,  make  fufficient  Amends  for 
all  the  Hardfhips  which  long  Voyages  and 
Journeys  are  liable  to.  By  this  means  Coun- 
tries far  remote  from  one  another,  become 
in  fome  meafure  Neighbours,  and,  if  we 
may  fo  term  it,  draw  njearer  to  themfelves. 
Commerce  makes  a  reciprocal  Commu«icati- 
on  of  all  that  is  good  among  them,  and 
there  is  a  mutual  Intercourfe  of  their  Pro- 
duft,  Manufadures,  and  all  other  Things 
tending  to  render  the  Life  of  Man  eafle  and 
pleafant.  Every  Climate  being  unfit  to  pro- 
duce all  Sorts  of  Fruits  of  the  Earth,  each 
of  them  is  in  fome  meafure  improv'd  a4ft 
made  more  fruitful,  by  the  Tranfporting  of 
whatfoever  th^  molt  diftant  Nations  af- 
ford. 

It  has  not  been  always  the  Defireof  Gain^'ow/^i^e 
that  has  mov'd  Men  to  venture  themfelves ^"'P''oy''^° 
into  ftrange  Lands  and  Seas,  to  bring  Home 
Gold  and  precious  Stones,  or  other  rich  Com- 
modities, which  are  rather  Supports  of  Lux- 
ury and  Vanity,  than  neceflary  for  the  Fe- 
licity of  Humane  Life.  Many  rcnown'd  Phi- 
iofophers  have  in  all  Ages  been  led  by  the 
Curiolity  of  Travelling  to  enquire,  upon  the 
Spot,  into  the  Truth  of  thofe  ftrange  Ac- 
B  3  counts 
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counts  they  receiv'd  from  others.  They  chofe 
rather    to  expofe  themfelves  to   all  forts  of 
Dangers,  as  of  falling  into  the  Hands  of  bar- 
barous Nations,    of   being  devourM  by  wild 
Bcafts,  or  of  dying  for  Hunger  or  Thirfl:  in 
barren  or  favage  Places,  than  to  live  always 
at  Home  in  their  own  Countries,  and  bede- 
priv'd  of  Abundance  of  Knowledge,  which  is 
acquir'd  to  much  greater  Perfeâion,  by  feeing 
Things  with  their  own  Eyes,  than  by  the  bare 
Relations  of  others. 
^ee»  of    The  Scripture  informs  us,  that  the  Queen 
Shebarr4-of  Sheba^  hearing  of  the  mighty  Reputation 
V^ii'        Solomon  had  acquir'd,  came  herfelf  to  make 
Tryal  of  his  Wifdom,  by  propofing  to  him 
feveral  knotty  Queftions  and  intricate  Enig- 
ma's.    This   Queen's  Kingdom    was  not   in 
Ethiopia^  as  fome  have  fancy'd  ^    but  in  that 
Country  we  call  Arabia  Feltx,  or  the  Happy  , 
as  may  be  judg'd  by  the   Prefents  fhe  gave 
to  Solonwt  ^  which  were  Gold  and  Perfumes, 
Things  very  common  in  that  Part  oï  Arabia 
we  fpcak  of.     This  Princefs  met  with  a  fuf- 
ficient  Recompence  for  all  the  Hardfhips  and 
^tieucs  fhe  had  endur'd  upon  her  Journey  \ 
for  having  feen  the  Wifdom  of  Solomon^  the 
Magnificence  of  the  Houfehe  had  built,  the 
plentiful  Tables  he  kept,  and  the  Sacrifices 
'  he  ofter'd  in  the  Houfe  of  the  Lord,  fhe  feem'd 

to  be  tranfported  quite  befide  her  felf  with 
Admiration. 
Solomon      ^^^^    *^^^^  Prince  from   whom  no  Science 
trades  by  could  be  hid,    was  not    ignorant  of  the  Art 
SiA.        ot  Navigation  j  for  it  is  expreHy  mention'd, 
in  the   9.  chap  of  the   firft  Book  of    Kings, 
That  hes  fitted  out  a  Fleet  at  EzioH-gcber,  which 
is  befide  Elolh,  on  the  Shore  of  the  Red-Sea,  in 
the  Land    of  Ëdom.     And  Km^  Hiram,  fent 


to  the  Hiftory  ^/Voyages,  &c.  7 

$n  this  N(tvy  his  Servants^  Shifmen  that  had  Know- 
ledge of  the  Sea^  with  the  Servants  0/ Solomon. 
And  they  came  to  Ophir,  and  fent  from  thence 
Gold^  four  hundred  and  twenty  Talents  and  brought 
it  to  King  Solomon. 

How  skilful  foever  Hiram'%  Subjeds  might  ignorance 
be,  in  Navigation,  it  is  to    be  fuppos'd  that  oftheLoair 
their  Knowledge  was   very  imperfect,  as  be- •i^''^^* 
ing  utter  Strangers  to  the  Secret  of  the  Load- 
ftone  and  Mariners  Compafs.  The  very  Sight 
of  the  Main  Ocean  made  them  quake  -,  nor 
durft  they  venture  out  to  fail  in  the  open  Sea, 
or  depart  from  the  Coafts.     Some  Authors, 
I    cannot  imagine  on  what   Grounds,   have 
fancy'd  that  Solomon  had  Knowledge  of  the 
Needle  for  Sailing,  which  is  very  hard  to  be 
believ'd,  fince  the  Fleet  he  fent  to  Ophir  and 
TharJJnfl}^  were  three    Years   out  upon  their 
Voyage.    Now  whether  thefe  Ships  went  in- 
to Africk^  where  then   was  the  richeft  Gold 
Mine  in  all   the  World,  or  into   India^  to- 
wards   the    Golden  Cher  [one fus    and    Malaca^ 
lince  difcover'd  by  the    Portuguefe^    or   into 
China   or    Peru^    whence  the    Spaniards    have 
brought  fuch  immenfe  Treafure  in  thefe  lat- 
ter Ages-,  certain  it  is  that    thofe  Voyages 
are  now  perform'd  in  a  much  ihorter Time- 
Hence  it  is   to  be   concluded,  that  in  all  coajlivgf, 
their  Sea  Voyages,  they  never  in  thofe  Days 
loft  Sight  of  Land.    Cicero's  Expreilion   fuf- 
liciently  evinces  it  i  legebant  littora^  fays  that 
great  Orator,  fpeaking  of  Navigation  in  his 
Time  ^   that  is,  they  crept  along  the  Shore, 
without  departing  from  the  Coafts  and  Land, 
but  guiding  themfelves  by  the  Sun  and  the 
Stars  next  about  the  Pole. 

In  thofe  Voyages  Solomon  undertook  by  Sea^rhevLckn 
he  employ'd  not  his  own  Subjeâs,  nor  hhvojjges. 
B  4  Ships, 
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Ships,  but  only  made  ufe  of  the  Skill  of  thé 
Pheniciayis,  who  werc  the  ablell  Sailers  in 
thofc  Days,  and  had  began  to  range  through- 
out all  the  Mediterranean  \  on  the  Coafts  where- 
of, they  built  feveral  famous  Cities,  as  Cay 
thage^  Vtica^  and  others  of  great  Note,  to 
which  they  fcnt  Colonies  at  feveral  Times. 
They  alfo  made  their  Way  into  the  Red  Sea, 
and  to  feveral  Parts  of  Afia.  and  A'^rick  up- 
on the  Profpeâ  and  Hope  of  gaining  by  the 
Commodities  they  brought  Home  From  fe- 
veral Countries, 
^olomons  This  is  the  Method  we  may  guefs  Solomon 
fktts.'  j-Qo]^  to  enrich  his  Kingdom,  by  Trade  with 
forreign  Nations,  far  remote  from  Judea.  It 
is  likely,  that  after  he  came  to  the  Know- 
ledge of  the  Wealth  there  was  to  be  found 
in  the  other  Parts  of  the  World,  he  fent 
out  a  Fleet  every  Year,  which  did  not  re- 
turn till  three  Years  after.  This  Fleet  fet 
Sail  from  the  Port  afterwards  call'd  Berenice^ 
and  which  the  Scriptuce  names  Ezion-geber^ 
feated  on  the  Red-Sea.  They  faiTd  together  as 
fiir  as  theStreight  of  Babelmandel^vwhich  is  the 
Mouth  of  the  Red  Sea,  where  they  parted  ^  tire 
one  half  of  the  Fleet  coafted  along  Eaftward 
as  far  as  India^  Malaca^  and  other  more  di- 
Ibant  Parts  -^  the  other  turn'd  away  towards 
Afrkk.,  and  return'd  Home  through  the  Me^ 
diterranean  to  the  Port  of  Joffe. 

Thcfe  \^oyages.\Yere  very  gainful;,  for  they 
^Y^°^y  brought  Home  Gold,  Silver,  precious  Stones, 
J;-/;,  j^J/-^ Perfumes,  Ivory,  curious  '  Sorts  of  Wood, 
ftrange  Creatures,'  and  other  rich  Commo- 
dities, which  could  only  come  from  ^/^  and 
Africk  ^  but  never  from  the  Wefl-Indies^  whi- 
ther it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  fail  with- 
out the  Help  of  the  Compafs. 

Tho' 
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many  Voyages  in  t\\t  -  Mèditerraneaii^tht  Ked^^gy^tians* 
Sea^  and  even  on  the  Ocean  \  yet  it  cannot 
be  deny'd  but  that  they-  had  Abundance  of 
Difficulties  to  encounter,  and  many  Dangers 
to  run  through  for  want  of  greater  L.ight, 
fteering  their  Courfe  the  beft  they  could  in 
the  Day-Time  by  the  Help  of  the  Sun,  and 
in  the  Night  by  the  Moon  and  Stars,  with 
much  Uncertainty  and  Hazard,  never  daring 
to  lofe  Sight  of  the  Shore. 

The  Ancients  for  the  greater  Honour  of^-^^^^^  ^f 
Hercules^  magnify  his  Travels  ^^  ^^^^'^^^".j^J^albn. 
ordinary  Rate  ^  telling  us  that  he  vifited  the' 
greateft  Part  of  the  Earth,  to  extirpate  Rob- 
bers, who  every  where  committed  inhumane 
Murders  without  being  call'd  to  any  Ac- 
count, to  fubdue  Giants,  and  to  bring  Ty- 
rants to  Reafon,  who  made  Ufe  of  their 
Power  to  opprcfs  the  Weaker.  Nor  was  the 
Voyage  of  Jafon  and  ih^Argonants  lefs  Famous 
for  the  gaining  of  the  Goldca  Fleece,  or  rather 
to  fetch  Gold  and  Silver  from  the  Mines  of 
Colchis,  whence  they  brought  Home  a  confi- 
derable  Quantity  at  their  Return- 

If  we  may  give  Credit  to  Homer  and  his'^/Ulyffes 
Odyffee^  there  never  was  a  greater  Travel- 
ler than  Vlyjfes^  for  the  Space  of  Ten  Years 
after  the  Siege  of  Troy^  the  Deftrudion  of 
which  Place  he  haftned  by  his  Subtility  and 
Stratagems.  Strabo  has  grounded  the  great- 
ell  Part  of  his  Geography  oa  Vlyjfssh  Tra- 
vels. 

Firnl  has  given   eternal   Renown  to    thc<^/ Eneas. 
Travels  of  Eue  as  ^  Son  to  old  Atichifes^    and 
Father  to  Afcanim^  whom  the  Romans  look'd 
upoa  as  their   Founders.    After  the  Subver- 

fion 


10  An  IrHroâuBory  Difcourfe 

fîon  of  Troy,  E-aeas  fitted  out  a  Fleet,  in  or- 
der to  fave  the  poor  Remains  of  his  Coun- 
try, and   as    many  as  were  willing  to   fol- 
low him  into  fome  Foreign  Land.     Tho'  the 
Paflage  from  Troy  to  the  Coaft  of  Italy   be 
not  very  long,  yet  that  Voyage  is  rendered 
moft     lHuflrious    by  the   lively   Defcription 
Virgil  gives  of  the  Storms,  the   Shipwrecks, 
the  Variety  of  Adventures,  and  the   Anger 
of  the  implacable  Deities  againfl;  Eneas  and 
his  Company.     He   coafted    along  Macedon^ 
crofs'd  over  to  Sicily^  and  came  at  lafl  into 
the  Country  of  Latium^  where  after  feveral 
Battels  he   defeated    Tumm^  and  took  from 
him  Lavmiay  the  Daughter  of  the  King  of  the 
Latins. 
p/Pytha.     Pythagoras  departing  Greece^  and  the  Ifland 
^oràs.      of  Samos^   fpent  feveral  Years  in  Travelling 
to  all  Parts  ;   but  this  upon  a  di/ferent  and 
much  nobler  Motive  than   other  Men,  who 
aim'd  at  nothing  but  gathering  of  Worldly 
Wealth  -,    whereas    that   great  Philofopher 
made   it  his   whole    Bufincfs    to    adorn   his 
Soul  with  Variety  of  Knowledge.    He  crofs'd 
the  Seas  to  go   over  into  Chaldea  and  Egypt ^ 
and    went    into    Perfa,    to  confer  with    the 
Magi^  that    he  might  learn   the   Myfteries 
of  their  Profefllon,  and  impart  them  to  his 
Scholars. 
of  Socra-     Socrates  the   Wife,   took  feveral   Journeys 
tes  ani    into  remote  Countries  to  acquire  more  Wif- 
FUto.     dom,    which  was  the  only  Treafure  he  va- 
lu'd.     Plato  his  Difciple,    not   fatisfy'd   with 
the  Sciences  which  he  might  learn  in  Greece^ 
of  thofe    many  Philofophers   he    could  there 
con  ver  fe  with,  went   over   into  Egypt  to  be 
in[truâ:ed   by  them  ia  all  the  Myfteries  of 
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Religion,  and  the  Ceremonies  they  had  learnt   ^ 
from  Mofes  and  the  Hebrews. 

The  Conquelts  of  Alexander  the  Great,  may  ^/  Alex- 
be  look'd  upon  as  fo  many  Travels  :,  be-  2"^^'^* 
caufe  he  perform'd  them  with  as  great  Ce- 
lerity, as  a  Traveller  might  have  done, 
who  were  only  led  by  Curiofity  to  take  a 
View  in  his  Way  of  feveral  Countries, 
and  diftincl  Nations.  After  Conquering  and 
Overthrowing  the  Monarchy  of  the  Psrpans^ 
his  Ambition  carry 'd  him  even  into  India  ^ 
and  not  yet  fatisfy'd  with  fuch  immenfe 
Conquefts,  he  gave  the  Command  of  his 
Navy  to  Nearchm^  one  of  his  moft  experi- 
enc'd  Officers  -,  who  fail'd  down  the  River 
Jndus^  difcover'd  the  Coafts  of  the  Indian 
Ocean,  and  returning  to -/4/e.v<«Wer,  gave  him 
a  particular  Relation  of  all  he  had  found 
out. 

We  may  add  to  the  Number  of  thofec^/Hanno 
who  have  rendered  themfelves  Famous  by 
their  Travels,  Hanno  the  renown'd  Canhagi- 
man  Commander,  who  having  fitted  out  fixty 
Sail  by  Order  and  at  the  Charge  of  his 
Commonwealth,  and  putting  Aboard  3000 
Perfons  of  both  Sexes,  fail'd  out  of  the  Mouth 
of  the  Streights^  and  direding  his  Courfc  to 
the  Weftward,  built  fome  Towns,  and  planted 
Colonies. 

We  are  beholding  to  P/Zw/s  Travels   {ovOfPl^ny 
that  excellent  Book  he  composed  of  Natural  •^"'^  ^'^'^^^" 
Hiftory.    The  Emperors,  as  well  as  the  Phi-*^"* 
lofophers  have  TravcU'd  to  difcover  Things 
to    them    before    unknown.     The  Emperor 
Adrian  vifited  all  Egypt^  to  find  out  the  Source 
of  the  NUe^  and  at  his  Return  to  Rome  caus'd 
the  Plans  of  all  the  Cities  he    had   fcea   in 
his  Travels,  to  be  drawn  to  refrelh  his  own 

Memory 
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Memory,  and  give  others  fome  Notion  of 
them. 
of  Chrift  xho'  the  Travels  of  our  Lord  and  Savi^ 
Z\(\k  °"^  JBSUS  CHRIST  were  not  long,  nor  in- 
^  ^^*  to  Countries  very  remote  from  his  own,  yet 
they  were  almoft  without  Intermifllon  for  the 
lafl:  Years  of  his  Life.  As  foon  as  born  he 
was  forc'd  to  fly  into  Egyjit^  with  his  Fa- 
ther and  Mother,  to  avoid  the  Perfecuti- 
jon  of  Herod.  At  Thirty  Years  ofMge  he  be- 
gan to  Preach  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  Jury^ 
Calilee^  and  Samaria,  traverling  all  Palefiine^ 
without  ever  going  far  from  Jerufalem,  which 
was,  as  it  were,  the  Center  of  all  his  Tra- 
vels. The  Apoflies  following  the  Example 
fet  them  by  their  Mafter,  divided  the  Uni- 
verfe  among  them,  to  carry  the  Light  of 
the  Gofpel  into  all  Parts  of  it  ^  fo  that  fome 
of  them  pierc'd  even  into  India.  St.  Paul's 
Travels  have  render'd  him  Famous,  he  ha- 
ving pcrform'd  very  many  both  by  Sea  and 
Land,with  inexprelfible  Labours  and  Dangers, 
ranging  throughout  all  Greece  and  ^Jia  to 
folfill  the  Duty  of  his  ApoiUefhip  ^  he  came 
as  far  as  Marfetlles,  and  at  length  ended  his 
Courfc  in  the  Metropolis  of  the  World,  un- 
der the  Emperor  Nero. 
j7/Apol-  jipollomtn  Thyanem  was  a  very  great  Tra- 
ThyTne-  seller  ^  whiift  yet  very  young  he  left  his 
us.  Country,  and  all  the  PoiTeflions  he  had  in  it, 

to  give  himfelf  up  more  entirely  to  the  Stu- 
dy of  Philofophy.  He  went  to  Memphis  and 
Cairo  to  fee  the  Table  of  the  Sun.  He  pafs'd 
over  Mount  Caucafm  to  go  to  confer  with 
the  Brachmans-^  his  Curiolity  carry'd  him  e- 
ven  into  ladia,  to  Study  under  the  Gymno- 
fopJoifis^aad  the  moft  knowing ///^rc^^.  Prince 
of  all  the  JridiA^  Wife  Mefl.    There  itwaj 
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that  he  learnt  Things  ÎJeyond  common  Capa- 
cities, and  which  made  him  be  look'd  upon  as 
a  Magician. 

Among  the  Moderns  Aiarcm  Paulm  Fene-of  ivlar- 
tm  has  obtain'd  Renown  by  his  Travels  and^"^„^^^^* 
the  Difcoveries  he  has  mad^.    He  fpent  fev&o- j."^^^  '^°^" 
teen  Years  in  Tartary  in  viewing  thofe    Ea- 
ftern  Provinces,  and  enquiring  into  the  Man- 
ners and  Cuftoms  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  the 
Nature  and  Qualities  of  the  many  and  ftrange 
Sorts  of  Creatures  that  are  to  be  found  in 
that  Country. 

What  Advantages  have  we  not  reap'd  fvom^f  Spant- 
the  Navigation  and  Voyages  of  the  Portu-^^^^^^^ 
guefes^  who  were  the  firfl;  that  difcover'dpugf^^s, 
Jndia^  the  Kingdom  of  Calicut^  and  fo  many 
Wealthy  Nations,  from  whom  we  daily  re- 
ceive all  Sorts  of  Spice,  and  Drugs  for  Phy- 
sical Ufes  ?  This  Obligation  we  owe  to  the 
Kings  Jahn  and  Efna7iuel  of  Portugal^  to  Fer- 
dinand  and  Eltz^abeth  of  Cafitle^  and  to  the 
Emperour  Charles  the  Fifth.  Divine  Provi- 
dence in  their  Days  rais'd  up  fcveral 
able,  bold  and  daring  Men,  who  expcs'd 
themfelves  to  all  Sorts  of  Dangers  for  the 
making  of  Difcoveries  in  the  New  World. 
The  moll  Famous  of  thefe  were  Chnfio^her 
Columbia^  Amerktu  Veffucim^  Ferdinand  Aia- 
^alhaenSy  Ferdinand  Cortes^  Gonz.alo  Fiz^arro^^nà. 
James  de  Almagro, 

The  Kings  of  France  have  alio  engag'd  (7/Fren:Ji 
themfelves  and  launch'd  out  their  Revenues  in 
promoting  the  Difcoveries  in  the  new  World. 
Francis  the  I.  He-nry  the  II.  Francis  the  II. 
Charles  the  IX,  and  above  all,  Lewis  the  Great, 
have  fet  out  feveral  Fleets  and  employ'd  able 
Mariners  to  found  the  Seas,  take  the  exaâ  La- 
titgdes,  and  obferve  the  Climates,  the  Ports, 

the 
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the  Roads,  and  what  ever  elfe  may  contri- 
bute to  the  Advaacement  of  Navigation  in 
thofe  unknown   Countries.    We  have  made 
Way  even  to  the  A?Jtifodes^  to  the  Nations 
neareft  about  the  Pole,  and  to  the  Countries 
moll   remote    from   our    Continent,    before 
thought  inaccefTible,   and  never  to  Se  come 
near,    by  reafon    of  the  continual   Ice  and 
éxceflive   Cold  which  ftill   furrounds  them  ; 
but  what  is  it  that  Man  cannot  perform,  when 
Profit  or  Ambition  leads  him  on. 
^Poftel.     Travelling  would  become  much  more  eafie, 
were  there  many  Pcrfons   of  the  Genius  of 
that  tamous  Poâel,    who  liv'd  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Francis  the  I.  for  belldes  the  European 
J.anguages,  he  was  well  skilPd  in  the  Hebrew^ 
ChaldaicL,  Syrtack^    j^rabick  and  Greek^  and  he 
was  wont  to  boall  that   he  could  travel  to 
the   End  of  the  World   without   an  Inter- 
preter.   The  King  fcnt  him  into  the   Eaflr, 
whence  he  brought  abundance  of  Manufcripts, 
relating  to  Phyhck,  Phylofophy,  Mathema- 
ticks,  fome  Books  of  Holy  VVrit  in  Arabkk^ 
and  other  Oriental  Languages. 
(ff  Peter     In  the  fame  Kind's  Rcicrn,  Peter  Gilhts.  un- 
^Jiuis.     (jeitook   feveral    Journeys   for    the  fpace  of 
nine  or  Ten  Years  into  Greece ^  Turkey^  Syria^ 
Jury^    Palefline^  £^ypt^    Arabia^  Armenia^  and 
even  into  Perfn.    At  his  Return  he  gave  the 
^•'uropaa^is  confiderablc  Information,  as  to  the 
Siruatioii,  Strength  and  Riches  of  thefe  Coun- 
tries, -.'^en  almofl:  unknown  to  them. 
àf  Nico-      The  V..iVels  of  the^/V/r/A^Vo/^*',  oï Vauphinee^ 
'*'•  have  gaia'd  him  much  Reputation  -,  and  been 

very  beneficial  to  the  Nation.  He  in  the 
Space  of  fifteen  or  iixteen  Years  vilited  the 
tJppcr  and  Lower  Germany,  Denmark,  PruJ- 
(in,  Livoniay  Swcder^  Zealand,  England,  Scotland^ 

S^ain^ 
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Sfain^  Barbary^  Greece^  Turhy  and  Italy^  making 
very  excellent  and  curious  Remarks  upon  all 
thofe  Countries  he  was  in,  as  appears  by  the 
Book  he  publifti'd,  by  the  Name  of  the  Eaftern 
Travels  of  N.  Nicolai  of  Dauphime^  Lord  of 
jirfeville^  Vakt  de  Chambre  and  Geographer 
in  ordinary  to  the  King  with  the  Cuts  both  of 
Men  and  Women  drawn  to  the  Life  ^  ac- 
cording to  their  feveral  Nations.  Fot.  1 568. 

It  may  well  be  faid,  without  being  thought  ^/Taver- 
guilty  of  Flattery,  that  the  renouned  Ta-^^^^* 
vernier^  who  liv'd  in  our  Days,  has  equall'd 
if  not  out-done  the  moll  celebrated  of  Travel- 
lers, ^  for  he  has  been  in  molt  Countries,  and 
made  molt  excellent  Remarks  on  them  ^  but 
more  particularly  in  Per/ia  and  the  Mogufs 
Dominions, as  maybe  feen  in  his  Memoirs, 
a  Work  both  curious  and  inftruôing,  as  to 
the  Genius,  Manners,  Religion,  Wealth  and 
Trade  of  very  many  Nations,  and  the  Ad- 
vantages that  may  be  made  by  them. 

Avery  great  Number  of  other  Travellers ^^;,^/^,.rf, 
might  be  brought  upon  the  Stage,  who  have 
been  an  Honour  to  France^  whofe  IVIotives 
for  travelling  are  as  free  from  any  Profpefl 
of  Interelt,  as  is  that  of  the  Miflioncrs  -,  and 
yet  the  Difcoveries  by  them  made  in  all  Parts 
of  the  World,  have  very  much  illuftrated 
Geography,  and  added  confiderable  Perfe(^ion 
to  the  Mathematics  \  rendring  all  Things 
far  eafier  to  thofe  who  have  Occafion,  or 
Defire  to  Travel.  Among  thefe  Famous 
Men  are  MefTieurs  C^^;;n",  de  la  Hire^  Vetit 
la  Croix^  Galland^  Thevenot^  &C.  who  have 
done  all  F.nrofe  confiderable  Service,  by  the 
judicious  Remarks  they  have  made  in  tiicir 
Travels,  and  the  Accounts  of  them  they  have 
publifti'd. 

Nor 
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lie  su       ;^or  had  it  been  fufficient  for  Providence 
Comjii'P'  ^Q   Y^[Çç  up    £q   many  brave  Men,  as  have 
clear'd   the  Way  to  the  utmoft    Bounds  of 
the  Earth,  in  order   to   make  new  Difcove- 
ries,  unlels  it  had  pleas'd  God  to  dired  theiîî 
in  the  finding  out  a  Thing   fo    excellent    as 
is  the  Sea  Compafs,  without  which  it    had 
been   abfolutely  impoflible  to  perform  thofe 
long  Voyages.     Whereas  now  by   the  Help 
of  the    Needle  touched  to   the  Load-Stone, 
we  Sail  with  no  lefs  Eafe  than  Safety  in  all 
Seafons,    by  Day   and  Night,   and   even   in 
Tempefts.     An  able  Sailor,    who   has    been 
for  many  Days  drove   up  and  down  by  the 
furious  Billows  and  ftormy  Winds,  and  forc'd 
to  ftccr  fcvcral  Courfes,   compell'd  to   it  by 
outragions  contrary  Blafts,  foon  finds  where- 
abouts he  is,  as  foon  as  the  Weather  grows 
Calm,  and  marks  down  the  Place  on  the  Sea- 
Chart  without  any  Error,  if  he  underllands 
his  Profeflion  but  indifferently. 
When        It  is  about  five  hundred  Years   fînce    the 
fàundmiuuÇQ    of   the  Needle    touch'd  to  the  Load- 
Stone  was  found  out    by  one  fUvius^  whom 
fome    Authors  call    John  Gioia^   who  either 
by  Chance,  or  by  fome  Infpiration,  obferv'd, 
that   a    Needle  rubb'd    upon  a  Load-Stone, 
always  turns  towards    the  Pole,   and  conft- 
qucntly  marks  out   the    North   and    South 
Line.  At  firit  they  fet  this  Needle  fo  touch'd 
to  the   Load-Stone  into  a   very  flender  Bit 
of  Stick,  like  a  Fefcue  Children  ufe  to  read 
with,  which   they  put    into    Water,  that   it 
might  have  the   full    Liberty  of  Turning  to- 
wards   the  Pole  J   at  prefent   it  is    fhut    up 
iuto  a  round  Box  fet  upon  a  very  fine  Brafs 
Point,  that  it  may   have  entire  Freedom  to 
move. 

Soryc 
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Some   Authors  have   thought  that   MarcusTI^^  Avci- 
Paulus  Vamus   brought    the    Needle   out    of^^"'^^^^^"^"' 
China -^    but  it    is   a  Miftake,    fince    Jaajues' 
de  Vitri  in  the  fécond  Book  of  his  Oriental 
Hiftory,  affirms,    that    the    Needle   was    iiï 
Ufc    at   Sea,  ever  fince  the  Year  1215.     It 
is   a   much    grofler  Error  to  mair^tain,  that 
X,\\tTyrians  had  any  Knowledge  of  the  Com- 
pafs,   as  us'd  at  this    Day.     It  is  to  be  ob- 
ferv'd,  that  there  is  another  Quality  peculiar 
to  the    Load-ftone,  that  is  its  attradîng  of 
Iron  \  which  Vertue  was  certainly  known  to 
the  Ancients  long  before  the  other  of  cau- 
fing  a  Bit  of  Iron,  which  has  been  touch'd  to 
it,  to  turn  to  the  Pole. 

The  beft  Load-ftones  are  found  in  the  ï>y  vahom 
Mines  of  BengaU  and  China^  whence  they  wcrefi^fi  "^''^•' 
brought  by  the  Moors  and  Arabs^  who  have 
travell'd  thither  in  all  Ages.  The  Mariners 
of  Amalfi^  in  the  Kingdorti  of  JViUples^  were 
the  firft  that  made  Ufe  of  it  on  the  A^edi- 
terranean  ^  and  therefore  they  aie  reputed 
the  Inventors  of  it.  Certain  it  is,  that  the 
Venetians^  the  Genoefes^  the  Pifans,  and  the 
Catalonians^  were  the  firft;  Europeans  that  faiFd 
by  the  Compals.  The  French^  the  Fortuguefes^- 
the  Spaniards^  the  E/'jglijI)^  the  Danes  and  the 
Dutch  have  found  it  very  Advantageous  to 
them,  for  difcovering  of  all  the  remotefl 
Lands  and  Seas,  from  North  to  South  and 
even  under  the  Pole.  So  that  it  may,  ia 
fome  Meafure,  be  faid,  that  there  is  no  ha- 
bitable Part  of  the  World,  that  has  not  been' 
gone  to.  We  now  fail  with  more  fafcty  oa 
all  the  Seas  from  the  North  to  the  South, 
and  from  the  Eaft  to  the  Weft,  than  for- 
merly they  did  in  the  Mediterrarjavi^  or  Guiph 
ot    Ken  ice, 
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Mvumi'     Thefe  long  Voyages  have  been  the  Occa- 
^^' .^'""  ^  fioii    of  difcovering  Iflands  and    Continents 
'^  ''■       altogether  unknown  to  our  Anceftors.     The 
Light  of  the  Gofpel  has  been  convey'd    to 
barbarous  Nations,  who  had  never  heard  fo 
much   as   the    Name   of   the    true  Religion. 
The  Commodities  of  Europe    are   exchang'd 
for  the  Wealth  of  the  new  World,  whence 
many  Things  are  brought,   which  contribute 
much    to   the   Conveniency,  or  at  leaft  the 
Delight  of  human  Life  -,  and   Experience  has 
fhown    how    Advantagious  that    Trade    has 
prov'd  to  Europe, 
toifoviry     "^^^    general   receiv'd    Opinion     is,    that 
of  xhe  Cdi- America  was  altogether  unknown  to  the  Aa- 
naries.     cients,  and  that   we  are  beholding  for  that 
Difcovery   to    the    Voyages    undertaken    by 
Chrijlopher  Columbus^  Americus  Veffufms  and  the 
Spaniards.     The  Southern  Coafts  and  the  ex- 
treme Parts  -of  Africk   and  Afia^  were  dif- 
cover'd    by    the    Portvguefes.     The    Sieur    de 
Betericour^  2i  French  Man  conquer'd  the  Canary 
Illands,  in   the   Year    1402.     Antiquity   had 
fome   confufe    Knowledge    of  them,  by    the 
Name  of  the  Fortunate  Iflands,  whereof  Poets 
and  Hiftorians  have  writ  fo  many  Wonders. 
The    Grecian   and   Latin    Geographers   have 
made   Mention  of  them,  but  we  knew  no- 
thing   we  could   rely   on   of  thofe  plentiful 
Countries  till  Betencour  made  his  Voyage. 
<9f  Made-     Spaniards  and   Portuauefes  afterwards  made 
ra.  feveral  Voyages  thither,  and  by  that  Means 

difcover'd  the  llland  of  Madera^  under  the 
Couduâ:  of  John  Gonz.ales^  and  Trifian  Vaz,^ 
tho'  the  Englijlj  pretend  to  that  Difcovery 
liiice  the  Year  1344-  Alvaro  Fernandez,  dif^ 
Guinea,  cover'd  all  -the  Coaft  of  Guinea^  which  put 
the  Portugitefes  in  the  Way  of  making  other 

mighty 
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mighty  Difcoveries  afterwards.    In  the  Year  V^'^J'^^ 

14.9?.  Bartholomew  Diaz,  found  the  celebrated  ?t         1 
J:  ^   ^     I     rr  ji       •         111J-     rio-pe  and 

Cape   of  Good    Hope  and  having  doubled   it,india. 

proceeded  as  far  as  the  Coaft  of  the  Anci- 
ent Ethiopia.  Three  Years  after  P^afco  de  Gama^ 
0iade  a  farther  Progrefs  the  fame  Way,  and 
went  on  fortunately,  as  far  as  India.  Thofe 
who  followed  after  him  pufhM  on  fuccefsfully 
the  fame  Courfe  as  far  as  the  A/o/mcco  Iflands, 
China  and  Japan.yihtuct  thtPortuguefes  brought 
immenfe  Treafure  into   Europe. 

Before  they  would  attempt  thefe  mighty^/ Echio- 
Undertakings  by  Sea,  the  Kings  of  Portugal ^\^, 
fent  fome  able  Men  by  Land  ^  who  took 
the  Way  of  Alexandria^  Cairo  and  the  Red 
Sea,  as  far  as  Ethiopia.  King  John  the  fé- 
cond, mov'd  to  it  by  reading  the  Travels  of 
Marcus  Paulus  f^enetus^m  the  Year  1486,  fent 
two  Portuguefes  well  skill'd  in  the  Arabick 
Tongue,  with  the  Title  of  EmbafHidors,  to 
the  King  of  the  Abyjfmes^  but  with  a  Defign  to 
view  thofe  Coafts,  wherein  they  fucceeded  to 
their  Content.  Till  that  Time  we  had  but 
very  dark  Ideas  concerning  the  Empire  of 
Pr e ft er  John .,  which  has  been  fince  well  known 
by  feveral  good  Accounts  we  have  receiv'd 
from  thence. 

The  Spaniards  began  to  undertake  their  f/ Ame- 
long  Voyages  in  the  Year  1492,  under  the"^'^^' 
Diredion  of  the  renoun'd  Chriftopher  Columbus., 
ftnt  by  King  Ferdinand  and  Queen  EUz.abeth 
of  Spain  into  the  new  World.  He  was  the 
firft  that  difcover'd  the  Lucayo  Idands , 
thofe  of  Cuba  and  Jamaica^  and  the  va  ft 
Continent  of  America.  He  afterwards  made 
three  other  Voyages  into  that  new  World,  and 
drew  Charts  of  it,  wherein  he  was  very  much 
allilted  by  aa  able  Mariner  ,  who  was  drove  to 
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the    Place     where     he    was    by    a     Storm, 
where    he  died  and    at   his  Death  left  him 
all   his  Journals   and    Obfervations. 
Troiipi'     Chrijlopher  Columbus    returning   into  Europe^ 
oiijUVj/^^with    fuch    Advantageous   Inftrudions,   made 
brought     Application  to  Ferdinand  King  of  Cashtle  and 
ihaice,      jiragon^  who  laid  out  but  17000  Crowns,  for 
the  "fitting  out   of  three    fmall  Ships,  which 
were  the  Occafion  of  his  gaining  above  fixty 
Millions  of  Gold  in  a  few  Years.  Since  then 
his  SvîccefTors  have  found  inexhaultable  Mines 
of  Treafurc  in   that  new  World,  for  it  ap- 
pears  by   the  Regilter,  or   Entry  Books  of 
Sevil  that  from    the  Year  1519  till  that  of 
Î617,  there  came  into  Spain  1 536  Millions  of 
Gold,  all   brought  from    the  li'efi  Indies. 
7l«;Dutch     The  Dutch,  who   have  apply'd   themfelres 
to   Ndvagation   with  greater  Eagernefs  and 
more  Succefs,  than  any   other  European  Na- 
tion, are    become   formidable  by   their   pro- 
digious  Wealth   ^   fo    that    they   now   dare 
prefume    to    cope    with    Crown'd     Heads, 
and  oppofe  the  greateft  Monarchies  on  the 
Earth. 
The  Ro-     ^^^^   Watery    Nation    has    fuccecded    the 
mans.       Phenicians,   ihe    Syracufans,  the   Rhodians,  the 
Carthaffinians.  the  Alexandrians    and  the   Peo- 
pie  of  Aïarjeilles  in  the  nice  underftanding 
of  Trade.     The  Romans  fent  mighty  Fleets 
into  India  and  omitted  Nothing  that  might 
tend    to    the    Advancement   of  Commerce  ^ 
but     that    was    almoft  loft    entirely    fince 
the  Innundation  of  the  Barbarous  Nations. 
77v  Eng^     jjie    Englijh    have    alfo   perform'd    many 
''^•'        Voyages,  which  have  been  Beneficial  to  their 
Country.     They  have  Vifited  all  the  Iflands, 
and   aii   the  Coafts   of  the   Eafl   and  Weft 
Indies,  of  Jij'rlck  and  the  North.    They  have 
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befides  Travell'd  by  Land  into  Mufcovy^  Per- 
fia^  the  Moguls  Dominions,  TArtary^  Chma^ 
and  Ethiopia.  They  have  difcover'd  Firgt- 
nia.  New  England  and  New  ScotUnd,  bring' 
ing  Home  very  great  Wealth  from  all  thofe 
Countries  at  feveral  Times. 

No  Nation  has  advanc'd  its  Trade  more?'"^:''^"'* 
than  the  £»f/«y?î  have,  done  -,  for  they  have  fix 
or  feven  feveral  Companies  to  that  End,  which 
help  to  enrich  others  not  concern'd,  and 
employ  abundance  of  Poor,  who  mult  other- 
therwife  go  a  Begging. 

About  the  Year  1524,  King  Francis  the[f''''^Y '"^ 
Firft  of  France  fet  out  fome  Ships  which  fail'd^"^"^^* 
from  Cape  Breton  along  the  Coafts  of  n>gt^ 
nia  and  Florida,  for  near  Seven  Hundred 
Leagues  in  Length  ;  but  the  Pilot,  who  had 
the  Direction  of  that  Fleet,  was  taken  and 
devour'd  by  the  Savages.  Ten  Years  after, 
that  fame  Prince  fent  again  to  dilcover  Canada 
and  the  Cod  Fifhery, 

In  the  Year  1555,  the  Sicur  ^^  f^Hlegagfion, To  Bnzil 
Knight  of  Malta,  undertook  a  V^oyage  to 
Braz.il,  in  America,  under  the  Proteâion  of 
the  Admiral  Chatillon,  promifing  him  to  plant 
Proteftant  Colonics  in  that  Country,  which 
had  been  before  difcover'd  by  P^r^r  ^'//y^re-z:, 
Admiral  under  Emanuel,  King  of  Portugal. 
The  following  Year  Americw  f^efpucius,  who 
had  before  difcover'd  the  Continent,  went 
thither  on  the  fame  King's  Account,  for 
whom  he  took  PoITeflion  of  it.  The  next 
Voyage  he  made  in  the  Year  1504,  he  dif^ 
cover'd  the  Bay  of  All-Sawts.  The  French 
gave  that  Country  the  Name  of  Brazil,  be- 
caufe  that  Wood  grows  there  in  prodigi- 
ous Quantities,  in  fome  particular  Places. 
The  Toupnahow  and  the  Aiargajats  were  the 
Ç  3  ]^a. 
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Nations  of  that  Country,  which  Ville^a^nm 
was  oblig'd  to  abandon,  becaufe  he  receiv'd 
no  Succours  from  France  ^  whereupon  the  Por' 
tucruefes  took  Poiïcnion  of  them. 
T(?FIorida  Charles  the  Ninth,  King  of  France^  by  the 
Advice  of  the  Admiral  CoUgni^  fent  fome 
Ships  to  Florida^  which  was  not  yet  Inhabited 
^y  any  Chriftians,  tho'  it  had  been  before  dif- 
cover'd  in  the  Reign  of  King  Francis  the  Firfl:, 
John  Ponce  de  Leon,  a  Spaniard,  came  upon  that 
Coaft  in  the  Year  1512,  and  call'd  it  Flori- 
da, becaufe  he  Arriv'd  there  on  Eafler  Sttn- 
day^  whicii  the  Spaniards  call  Pafcjua  Floridft^ 
on  Account  that  at  Eafler  the  Flowers  ap- 
pear in  Spain.  The  Spaniards  abandon'd  ir, 
by  Reafon  that  all  thofe  they  fent  thither 
were  devour'd  by  the  Savage  Natives. 
French  fa-  The  French  finding  that  Country  forfaken, 
tU  there,  refolv'd  to  fettle  there,  and  People  it,  in 
Order  to  plant  the  Chriftian  Faith  ;  but  the 
Civil  Wars  which  happen'd  about  that  Time 
were  the  Occafion  of  ncglecling  thofe  Plan- 
tations. The  fatal  Confequences  of  the  League 
being  remov'd  by  the  Acceflion  of  King  Hen- 
ry the  Fourth  to  the  Crown  of  France,  feri- 
ous  Application  was  again  made  for  rc- 
ftoring  of  Navigation  and  Trade,  towards 
putting  the  Kingdom  again  into  a  good  Po- 
fture,  it  being  then  much  exhaufted. 
Tir^  At-  ^^  the  Year  1598,  the  Marquefs  ^e /<«^<?c^ff 
umpt  upotih^ià  a  Commifllon  given  him  for  the  Conqueft 
Canada,  of  Canada  and  other  Countries,  not  in  the 
Pofleffion  of  any  Chriftian  Prince.  He  had 
Leave  given  him  to  raife  Men,  for  the  bet- 
ter Eftablilhing  of  Trade,  and  promoting  the 
Chriftian  Faith  in  thofe  Countries  he  (hould 
difcover,  that  they  might  be  brought  under  the 
Dominion  of  France. 

In 
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In  i5o3,  the  Sieur  de  Mons^  a  Gentleman  ^''''^^^:. 
of  Xaimonge,  offcr'd  the  Court  a  Projea  for  ,>''Ç'^' 
fettling  a^'Colony  in  the  new  found  lands, 
which  was  approved  of.  A  Commifllon  vva«> 
given  him  to  be  Lieutenant-Geneial  in  Ne-m 
France.  With  this  Authority  he  fail'd  from 
Havre  de  Grace^  and  with  him  the  5;ez/r  de 
Poutrincour^  a  Gentleman  of  Picardy^  and  the 
Sieur  Champlein.  He  built  a  Fort  at  Quehec^ 
in  order  to  make  a  farther  Progrefs  into 
thofe  Countries  till  he  fhould  come  to  the 
Wefl:ern  Ocean,  and  to  endeavour  thus  to 
find  out  a  new  Way  to  Mexico.  In  the  Year 
1 6 op,  they  difcovcr'd  the  Country  of  the 
Jroqiioii.,  on  whom  they  made  War.  They 
found  Nations  of  Savages  arm'd  with  Clubs, 
Bows  and  Arrows.  Towns  palifaded  about  \ 
a  very  fruitful  and  pleafant  Country  -,  Corn, 
Vines  and  Fruit  Trees. 

The  Jefuits  went  over  into  Canada.^  in  the  ^^"^''*° 
Year  161 1,  upon  the  Holy  Dcfign  of  Labour- 
ing for  the  Converfion  of  Savages.  The  great- 
eft  Obftacle  they  met  with  in  their  Conver- 
fion was  Polygamy,  or  the  Plurality  of  Waives. 
which  thofe  wild  People  could  not  endure 
to  be  depriv'd  of.  Befides  that  thofe  Bar- 
barians are  naturally  Rude,  given  to  I  iher- 
tinifm,  La2y,  Superftitious,  addicted  to  Ma- 
giclc,  and  fcarce  capable  of  the  Purity  of  Chri- 
ftian  Religion. 

Another  great  Obftacle  againft  the  making  7k'  Ere- 
of  good  Settlements  in  Ca^i/nda.,  was  that  the  '''h   ^cj,-> 
Englifi  in  Virginia.,  who  are  not  very  remote,  ^°^'* 
look'd  upon  them  with  a  jealous  Eye,  becaufe 
they  leQen   the  great  Advantage  they  made 
by  Trading  with  the  Indians. 
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The  Company  eftablifh'd  for  carrying  on 
the  Trade  of  New  France^  was  much  encou- 
rag'd  and  rais'd  by  the  Favour  of  Cardinal 
Richelieu^  the  Chief  and  Superintendant  of 
the  French  Navigation  and  Commerce.  He 
gave  full  Power  to  the  Sieurs  de  Roquemont, 
Houel  and  other  Partners,  to  fend  over  Colo- 
nics, and  to  put  themfelves  into  a  Pofture 
to  oppofe  any  otiier  Potentates.  An  Hun- 
dred Perfons  join'd  and  mutually  bound  them- 
felves together  for  fifteen  Years,  ingaging  to 
fend  over  four  Thoufind  Perfons  of  both  Sexes 
into  thofe  New  Countries,  and  to  provide  them 
with  all  NecefFaries. 

Three  VcfTels  fail'd  from  Dieppe^  in  the 
Year  id'id,  touch'd  at  Braz.il^  pafs'd  in  Sight 
^or  others,  of  the  Country  of  Fthiopia.,  and  arriv'd  at 
Sumatra^  notwithftanding  all  the  Oppofition 
made  by  the  Emlijli  and  Dutch.  In  1621, 
a  new  Company  was  Ereâ-ed  for  diftant 
Voyages  to  the  Weflward,  for  the  Cod  and 
Whale  Fifhery,  and  for  fecuring  the  Colo- 
nies in  Nexv  France.  The  great  Profit  made 
by  thofe  New  Companies,  prcvail'd  upon 
Lewis  the  XIII.  to  make  it  his  fpecial  Care 
to  fend  People  into  Canada.,  Newfoundland^ 
St.  Chrijiopher  and  Barbada^  the  Lr/c^^o  Iflands, 
and  feveral  other  Parts.  In  the  Year  1627 
he  fet  out  an  Ordinance,  exhorting  his  Sub- 
jeds  to  ered  Companies  for  Trade,  promi-. 
ling  to  fupport  and  allow  them  Convoys  of 
his  Men  ot  War  i  and  exprefly  forbidding 
all  thofe  who  undertook  long  Voyages,  not 
to  attempt  any  thing  againft  the  Kings, 
States,  and  Princes,  who  were  Friends  and 
Allies  to  his  Crown,  or  their  Subjeds,  Goods, 
or  Rights,  purfuant  to  the  Treaties  with 
them  concluded. 

All 
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All  thefe  Voyages  made  Way  for  theMK-^'^'"^"^^^ 
doners  and  Evangelical  Labourers,  to  convey  ^7^^-^ 
the  Light  of  the  Faith  into  all  Parts  of  the ^'^""* 
World  ;  fo  that  there  is  no  Kingdom  fo 
remote,  or  Nation  fo  barbarous,  where  the 
Jefuits^  the  Francifcans^  the  Dominicans^  and 
feveral  other  Religious  Men  have  not  preach'd 
the  Kingdom  of  God,  to  the  great  Glory 
and  Advancement  of  the  Chriftian  Name. 
Among  the  reft,  the  Jefuits,  who  take  a 
particular  Vow  in  Relation  to  Miflions, 
have  fignaliz'd  their  Zeal  by  their  Patience 
and  Shedding  of  their  Blood,  even  to  the 
utFuofi:  Bounds  of  the  Earth.  They  have 
fetled  themfelves  in  ^fu^  Africk  and  Ame-- 
rica^  at  Siam^  in  China^  and  Japan^  in  the 
Iflands  of  the  Eafi  Indies^  along  the  Coafts 
of  Guinea^  in  the  Kingdom  of  Tunquin^  and 
feveral  other  Places,  where  they  made 
a  couliderable  Progrefs  towards  eftablifhing 
the  Chriftian  Faith,  as  appears  by  the  late  Re-^ 
lations  they  have  publifh'd. 

I  look  upon  St.  Francis  Xaverius  to  have^f.  Xavcr 
been  the  greatcft  Traveller  of  all  Modern rius. 
Apoftles.  Thofe  who  have  computed  his 
Travels  reckning  up  the  Diftance  of  all  the 
Places  he  was  at,  putting  them  all  toge- 
ther at  Length,  have  found  that  he  had  run 
in  his  Way  Thirty  Three  Thoufand  Leagues, 
which  is  above  threeTimes  round  the  Compafs 
of  the  Earth. 

There  is  ftill  an  infinite  Number  of  Reli- M/|/!o»f, 
gious  Men  of  all  Orders,  who  fpend  their 
whole  Lives  with  a  more  than  Hcroick  Re- 
folution,  in  Travelling  among  the  moft  Sa- 
vage Nations,  in  order  to  root  out  Vice, 
Idolatry  and  Superftition,  and  to  bring  over 
thofe  People  to  the  Knowledge    and  Love 

of 
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of  the  true  God.  The  Secular  Priefls  and  par- 
ticularly thofç  Gentlemen  of  the  foreign  Mif- 
fions,  are  no  lefs  zealous  than  the  Regulars. 
Some  are  fent  every  Year  out  of  their  Semi- 
nary, to  the  extreme  Parts  of  the  Wor^d^  to 
preach  the  Gofpel  with  immenfe  Labour  aijd 
Toil.  There  only  remain,  at  prefent,  fome 
Countries  towards  the  North  and  South  which 
have  not  been  difcover'd,  and  whither  the 
Light  of  the  Gofpel  has  not  been  as  yet  con- 
vey'd. 
Tuie.  Since  the  eltablifhing  of  fo  many  excellent 
Manufadures  in  France^  thro'  the  Care  and 
Induftry  of  the  late  Monfîeur  Colhert^  the  carry- 
ing on  a  Trade  with  all  Nations  upon  theEarth 
is  grown  much  eafier,  fupplying  them  with  our 
Produâ:,our  Manufadures  and  fuch  Abundance 
of  exquiCtive  Curiofities  of  all  forts,  as  we  are 
able  to  furnifh,  in  Exchange  for  the  Richeft 
Commodities  to  be  found  in  ftrange  Countrie-"., 
without  being  neceflitated  to  carry  Money  out 
of  the  Kingdom. 
Defign  of  All  the  World  is  fufficiently  convinc'd  of 
tbii  Wot):,  j-j^ç  great  Advantages  that  are  to  be  made  of 
the  Knowledge  of  and  Acquaintance  with 
ftrange  Countries  -,  either  for  the  Advancement 
of  Trade-,  for  fatisfying  theCuriofity  of  thofe 
who  only  covet  Information  j  or  for  the  en- 
flaming  the  Zeal  of  others,  who  have  Refolu- 
tion  enough  to  go  carry  the  Light  of  the  Gof- 
pel into  thofe  vaft  Countries,  which  ftill 
groan  under  the  Darknefs  of  Ignorance,  of  Su- 
perftition  and  Idolatry.  This  has  made  me 
conclude  it  would  be  a  confiderable  Piece  of 
Service  to  the  Publick,  to  give  them  a  corn- 
pleat  Catalogue  of  all  Authors  ancient  and 
modern,  who  have  writ  Hiftories  and  Rela- 
tions of  all  the  Voyages  and  Travels  under- 
taken in  all  Pans  of  the  World.  Ac- 
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Accordingly  we  ftall  deliver  the  Titles  oiP^rfor^ 
their  Works,-  we  Ihall  make  an  Abftraft'"*'^^'^' 
of  the  Lives  and  Adventures  of  the  Travel- 
lers, with  a  brief  Account  of  their  Travels, 
and  of  what  is  molt  curious  and  remarkable 
Fn  them,  either  relating;  to  natural  Hiftory, 
or  to  Geography,  the  Cuftoms,  Manners, 
Trade,  Religion  and  Hiflory  of  the  Country  j 
W€  fliall  carefully  examine  the  Works  we  are 
to  take  in  Pieces,  and  give  an  impartial  Judg- 
ment concerning  the  Charadter  ot  their  Nar- 
ration. This  Abridgement  will  plainly  de- 
monftrate  the  great  Advantages  of  Travel- 
ling, and  what  Credit  is  to  be  given  to  the 
Relations  of  Travellers  -,  we  (hall  prefcribc 
Rules  for  the  better  diftinguifhing  between 
fuch  Authors  and  Fafls  as  deferve  to  be  be- 
liev'd,  and  fuch  as  do  not.  Thofe  who  have 
BOt  Leifure,  or  at  leaft  not  Application  e- 
nough  to  read  fo  many  large  Volumes  as 
have  been  writ  by  Travellers,  will  have 
their  Satisfadion  in  the  Abllraâs  we  (hall 
give  them,  where  in  a  few  Words  they  will 
find  as  much  as  will  fufHce  to  anfwer  their 
Curiofity. 

For  we  Ihall  give  them  a  particular  View  ^^/î'"'^'?* 
of  all  the  remarkable  Travels  fince  the  Be-°J ^^^'*' 
ginning  of  the  World  till  our  Days  ;  we  (hall" 
lay  down  the  Reafons  there  were  for  under- 
taking of  them,  and  the  Defign  of  the  At- 
tempt, with  the  Succefs  towards  the  Improve- 
ment of  Philofophy,  Phyfick  and  Aftronomy, 
&c.  We  Ihall    endeavour  to  prove  the  Ad- 
vantage, that  may  be  made  in    Trade,    the 
Faults  that  have   been  committed,  and   the 
Meafures     to    be     taken      for     fucceeding 
in    the    Time    to    come.     We     (hall    treat 
of  the  fettling  of  Colonies,  fent  abroad  by 

fo 
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fo  maay  feveral  Nations  ^    and  mark   down 
the  Years  in  which  thofe  Voyages  were  per- 
form'd,  the  Names  of  the   Perfons    and  of 
the  Princes  that  fent  them,  either  to  fettle 
Trade,  or  to  acquire  a  more  perfect  Know- 
ledge of  thofe  Places. 
^^2'i^'       We   fhall  alfo   give  fome  Idea  of  Naviga- 
tion, which  in  our  Days  has  been  brought  to 
great  Perfection  :,  fincc  Men  now  fail  with  as 
mach  Safety  to  the  farthcfl  Parts  of  the  Earth, 
as  they  do  to  the  Countries  they  are  belt  ac- 
quainted  with.     Thofe  who    travel  and  have 
any  Infîght   in  the  Sphere  and  the  Mathema- 
ticks,  might  ftill  add  farther  Perfection  to  Na- 
vigation,   by  fctting  down  the  Diftances   of 
Places    exactly,   obfcrving  of  Longitudes  and 
the  Variation  of  the  Compafs. 
Multitude  ^   Tho'  fcvcral    Authors    have   writ  concern- 
of Authors. ing  the  fame  Travels,  yet  wc  (Tiall  not  forbear 
making   Extrads  of   them,    for  the  furnifh- 
ing  a  more  compleat  Hiftory  of  every  Country, 
and  ail  exaâ:  Geography.     For  it  being  impof- 
lible  for  a  Traveller    to  fee  and  obferve  all 
Things,  thofe  who  come  after  him  take  notice 
of  conllderable  Matters  that   had  efcap'd  his 
Search  ^  befidcs  that  the  Agreement    we  find 
in  feveral  Relations  left  to  Pofterity  by  divers 
Perfons  of  diflinâ:  Countries,  is  an  undeniable 
Proof,  that  they  have  deliver'd  the  real  Truth 
in  their  Writings,  and  that  we   may  rely  on 
what  they  tell  us. 
Order  of     The   firll  Part  of  this  Colleâ:ion  fhall  con- 
ibis  if^ork. ta.'m  the  Voyages   made  into    the  North  and 
South  America,  to  the    Streights  of  Magellan 
and  into  the  Pacifick  or  South    Sea,    in   due 
Order   of  Time  as  they  happen'd,  beginning 
from  Chriftofher  Columbus  and  Americus  Vef^u- 

dus  and  defcending  to  this  Time.    Next  fhall 
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follow  the  Voyages  into  ^frick  and  JEgypty 
along  the  Coafts  of  Barhary^  and  thofe  of 
the  Ocean  ,  from  the  Streights  Mouth  to 
the  lOands  of  Madagafcar^  up  the  Red  Sea, 
and  the  Travels  by  Land  into  the  Country. 
The  Readers  Curiofity  fhall  be  fatisfy'd  as 
to  all  the  Rarities  of  uifa  ^  he  fhall  have  laid 
before  him  all  that  is  Remarkable  in  the 
LelTer  Afia^  the  Holy  Land^  Terfia^  India^  Tar- 
tary^  China^  Japafj^  and  the  adjacent  Iflands. 
We  are  better  acquainted  with  all  that  re- 
lates to  Europe^  and  thofe  Things  being  near- 
er to  us,  we  feem  to  have  the  lefs  Regard 
for  them  j  however  we  fhall  not  omit  ta- 
king an  exad  View  of  that  Part  of  the 
World,  and  giving  curious  Extrads  of  all 
Travels  into  Italy^  France,  Spain,  the  Le~ 
'vant,  the  North,  Germany,  England  and  all 
the  other  Kingdoms  and  Rcpublicks  of  Eu- 
rope. Nothing  that  is  trivial,  or  generally 
known  to  all  the  World  Ihall  be  here  de- 
liver'd,  but  only  fuch  Things  as  may  be 
thought  worthy  the  Obfervation  of  the  moft 
Judicious  Perfons. 

To  the  End  that  nothing  be  wanting  '^Tïofxhejiw 
his  Work,  which  may  any  Way  be  fatis-tibûrf. 
fai^ory  to  a  curious  and  ingenious  Reader, 
he  ihall  have  the  Names  of  the  Authors,  who 
have  writ  of  all  forts  of  Voyages  and  Tra- 
vels ;  and  fhort  Cricizifmes  on  their  Works. 
The  Authentick  fhall  be  diftinguifh'd  from 
the  Apocryphal,  that  fo  every  Man  may 
have  Recourfe  to  the  Writers  of  Reputation, 
who  have  receiv'd  the  moft  general  Credit 
and  Applaufe. 

An  infinite  Number  of  Manufcripts  has  spatiijh 
.been  found  in  the  Archives  of  Peru^  and^"**"^** 
new   5/j^Wj  which  a   very  learn'd    Man  has 
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caus'd  to  be  printed,  and  will  afford  much 
Light  for  the  better  underftanding  of  Au- 
thors. Thofe  who  have  writ  the  Affairs  of 
Jndia^  as  Abraham  Ortelius^  Antony  de  Herrefay 
Brother  Alphonfo  Fernandez,  and  MmUonetdo^ 
have  not  been  fo  nice  and  exaâ:  in  their 
{Relations  as  could  be  wilh'd.  Such  as  go 
over  to  the  Wefi  Indies  make  it  their  Bu- 
ïînefs  rather  to  feek  for  Gold  and  Silver, 
than  to  enquire  into  what  relates  to  Sciences. 
This,  which  ought  to  be  the  Principal  Aim, 
is  as  it  were  laid  afide,  and  whatfoever  is  done 
towards  it  is  with  much  Negligence  and  Su- 
perficially. It  is  a  Fault  the  Spaniards  may 
with  fomc  Colour  of  Juftice  be  charg'd  with, 
there  is  more  Information  to  be  had  in  the 
Books  of  Foreigners  than  in  their  own,  of 
all  that  relates  to  the  Conquefts  they  have 
made  in  the  new  World. 

Strangers,  This  Allertion  of  mine  will  eafily  be  cre- 
dited, if  we  confult  the  Works  of  Sir  Water 
Rawletgh^  which  he  compos'd  about  GuiatiA 
and  the  River  Dorado  ^  Hackluit  and  John 
Baptijla  Rnmufw^  whofe  Works  are  in  three 
Volumes  in  Folio  ^  Samuel  Purchas^  in  five 
Volumes  in  Folio  -,  Gafper  Borleus^  in  his  new 
World  j  Jerome  Benz.one  and  Levinius  Apol- 
lonius^ in  their  Hiftories  ^  Theodore  de  Brye 
and  his  Sons  in  their  Voyages ^  John  Buterus^'m 
his  Relations  j  Antony  Maginus  and  GerardMer- 
cator^  in  their  Defcriptions,  &c.  All  thefe  Au- 
thors are  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the 
new  World  ^  they  fpent  more  Time  and  took 
more  Pains  to  learn  the  Curiofities,  than  to 
gather  the  Wealth  of  it. 
_.  Pliny  fays  it  is  the  Nature  of  Man  to  love 

^içj.^*^"' Novelty,  and  that  it   is   this  Natural  Incli- 
nation which  prompts  him  to  Travel.    We 

have 
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have  in  our  Days  feen  Monfieur  Tavernier,  at 
fourfcore  Years  of  Age,  fet  out  on  his  Jour- 
ney to  Per/ta^  with  as  much  Alacrity,  as 
much  Eagernefs,  and  as  little  Concern,  as 
if  he  were  but  going  to  Kerfailles.  He  could 
not  prevail  upon  himfelf  to  reft  long  in  a 
Place,  after  he  had  fpent  his  whole  Life 
in  travelling.  Man  is  naturaly  reftlefs,  the 
Sight  of  the  lame  Objedts  becomes  of- 
fenfive  to  him.  This  it  is  that  purs  him 
upon  going  far  from  his  native  Country,  to 
find  out  fomething  new,  that  may  furnifh 
him  Matter  of  Admiration,  or  pleafe  his 
Curiofity  -,  improve  his  Knowledge,  or  feed 
his  Avarice  and  covetous  Tenaper  with  Hope 
of  Gain. 

lî    may  well  be  faid,  that  travelling  is  ufe-Anachar- 
ful   for  the  rendring   of  Man    more  Polite  ^^^* 
and  Accomplilh'd,  and  removing   all  he  has 
that  is  rude  and  unpolilh'd.     Anacharfis    the 
Philofopher,  by  Birth  a    Scythian^  undertook 
fevcral  Journeys  to  disburden  himfelf  of  the 
Barbarous   and  Savage  Cuftoms  he   had  con- 
traded  in  his   Native  Country.     It  is  molt 
certain  that  thofe,  who  never  have  been  out 
of  Sight  of  their  Father's  Houfes,    ftldom 
arrive  to  any  great  Perfedion  either  in  Arts, 
or  Sciences.      We  every   Year  fend    young 
Proficients  in  Painting   and  Architedure  to 
Rome^  to  render  them  perfect  in  thofe  noble 
Arts,   by  viewing  the    many  exquifite   Mo- 
dels, and  copying    the  rare   Originals  there 
are  in  that  Metropolis  of  the  World.  No- 
thing is  more  certain  than  that  the  Imagi- 
nation muft  be  fed  with  new  Objects,  which 
may  in    fome   meafure  lift    it  above  it  felf. 
When   a  Man  continually  beholds  the  fame 
Thing,  he  has  always  the  fame  Idea's,  and 

his 
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his  Fancy  is  confin'd  to  a  narrow  Gom-* 
pafs. 
P*/;<j/ô.  Philoftrattu  makes  Apollonius  Thyaneus  lay^ 
That,  if  a  young  Man  defires  to  gain 
Reputation,  he  muft  Travel  into  ftrangc 
Countries,  as  if  he  were  banifh'd  his  own. 
The  Daintinefs,  Sloath,  and  Indulgence  Men 
are  bred  with,  who  never  ftir  out  of  their 
own  Country,  dulls  the  Soul,  and  renders 
it  incapable  of  aiming  at  high  Things. 
If  we  may  believe  P//>{y,  feveral  of  the  greateft 
Philofophers,  as  Pythaaoras^  Empedocles,  De- 
mocrittu,  Plato,  &c.  crofs'd  the  Seas,  more 
like  banifli'cL  Men,  than  Travellers.  They 
were  afraid  left  a  delicate  and  eafie  Courfe 
of  Life,  Conveniencies  and  Pleafures,  which 
they  might  have  enjoy'd  at  Home,  fhould 
take  them  off  from  Labour  and  the  Study  of 
Wifdom. 
Travellers  It  is  not  enough  to  Travel,  to  crofs  the 
^^"'..p^'^Seas,  and  to  vilit  abundance  of  Kingdoms 
^  "'J-^  '  and  Provinces ,  there  muft  be  Senle  and 
Judgment  to  make  an  Advantage  of  Travel- 
ling. Plato  direfted,  that  the  State  fhould 
make  Choice  of  difcreet,  and  folid  Perfons 
to  Travel,  to  the  End  that  being  prefent  at 
the  Publick  Games,  at  the  Ceremonies  in  the 
Temples,  the  General  Aiïemblies  of  the  Peo- 
ple in  ftrange  Countries,  they  might  pick 
all  they  found  moft  worthy  to  be  obferv'd, 
to  impart  ic  to  their  Countrymen  at  their 
Return. 
Travels  Experience  has  Ihown  that  feveral  young 
we;ziM<î«-pçrfoas,  who  were  ruin'd  through  Sloath  and 
Debauchery  in  their  own  Countries,  have, 
by  Travelling,  become  Sober,  Temperate 
and  Virtuous.  Marcus  Aurelius,  the  Empe- 
rour,    found    no  better    Method  to  give    a 
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Check  to  the  Diforders,  extravagant  Expen- 
ces,  and  DifTolution  of  his  Collègue  Lucius 
y'erus^  than  by  engaging  him  in  making  War 
on  tiie  Parthiam  ^  that  the  Fatigue  of  Tra- 
velling, and  the  Dangers  of  a  Foreign  Wary 
might  find  him  fo  much  Employment,  as  to 
divert  him  from  Pleafure  v  and  that  the  Peo- 
ple of  Rome  might  not  be  Witnefs  of  his 
Riots,  and  by  being  Abroad  he  might  learii 
to  be  a  good  Husband,  and  moderate  his 
Expences. 

Whilffc  Anaxagoras  Travell'd,  his  Kindred,  j^^Z/V  ty 
or  thofe  who  envy'd  him  wafted,  and  Qon-Mi^ii, 
fum'd  all  his  Eftate  ^  but  he  was  nothing 
concern'd  at  that  Lofs,  faying,  /  had  not 
been  f^fe^  unie f s  thofe  Goods  had  been  loft.  An 
Expreffion  worthy  fo  great  a  Philpfopher, 
apd  which  Falerius Maximas^  who  has  recorded 
it,  admires,as  the  Effeâ  of  aWifdom  abfolutely 
confummate.  Anaxagoras  had  perhaps  never 
attained  to  fach  a  high  Degree  of  Virtue,  and 
fo  perfect  a  Contempt  of  all  Things,  had  he 
always  liv'd  in  his  Native  Country,  and  con- 
tented himfelf  as  moft  Men  do,  with  look- 
ing na  farther  than  to  preferve  or  improve 
his  Patrinio'ny.  This  is,  very  likely,  one 
of  the  Thingsthat  moftof  all  makesiMen  de- 
generate, and  keeps  them  in  a  mean  Eftate  v 
whereas  thofe  who  travel  are  difengag'd 
froni  all  thofe  Cares  and  confequently 
may  give  their  Mind  the  freer  Scope  to 
range. 

It   is   beyond   all  Controverfy,   that   the     Pc'^/a? 
Ancients   added    an   infinite    Perfection     to^'/^^  ''"'^ 
Arts  and  Sciences,  by  the  Alfiftance  of  Tra-"^'''^^"^** 
veiling  ^  and  the  Reafon  of  it   is,  becaufe, 
in   thofe    Days   every   one    took    Care   to 
caufe  the  new  Difcoveries,  he  made  in  any 
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Science,  to  be  carv'd  on  Stone  or  Brick,  a5 
Herodotpu  and  Jofepht^  alFurc  us,  fpeaking  of 
the  Ch^ldeans^  the  Phemcians  and  the  Egyptians. 
So  that  the  TraveHers  who  went  to  confult 
thofe  Monuments,  fill'd  their  Colledions  with 
Abundance  of  Curious  Remarks,  wherewith 
they  enrich'd  their  Country  at  their  Re- 
turn. There  are  ftill  Monuments  of  this 
fort  found  under  Ground,  in  the  Fields,  on 
Mountains,  in  Caves,  and  under  the  Ruins 
of  ancient  Strudures. 
fnfiancein  But  not  to  look  back  fo  far  how  great 
f rince.  Advantages  has  France  reap'd  by  the  Ob- 
fervations  of  our  modern  Travellers,  for  the 
greater  Perfection  of  Geography,  Navigati- 
on, and  all  the  Parts  of  the  Mathematicks  ? 
How  great  Wealth,  and  what  Precious  Silks 
hive  been  brought  from  China^  and  other 
the  remoteft  Countries  ? 
Eyicou.  Yiov{  much  is  the  Publick  beholding  to 
\hft^Km2^^^^  the  Great,  who  has  made  fuch  noble 
givesy  Provifion  within  his  Kingdom  and  in  foreign 
Countries,  as  Afrkk  and  America^  for  the 
Advancement  of  Sciences  and  the  Improve- 
ment of  Arts  ?  He  has  fent  abroad  able 
Men,  furnifh'd  with  excellent  Inftruments, 
to  take  Latitudes  and  make  other  neceflary 
Obfervations  for  attaining  the  Perfeâionof 
Kavigation.  His  extraordinary  Care  in  fup- 
porting  the  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  Ame^ 
rica  and  Canada^  has  procur'd  his  People  Abun- 
dance of  Things  neceflary  for  the  Satisfadion 
of  this  Life  and  for  promoting  of  Trade  by 
the  Addition  of  curious  Manufadures  of  all 
Sorts.  But  all  this  is  nothing,ifcompar'd  with: 
the  Zeal  he  fnows,  in  fending  out  Miflioners 
at  tisownCofl",  into  Chin  a  ^  J.ifan^Syria^  and 
many  other  Farts.    He  now  maintains  a  con- 

liderable 
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fiderable  number  of  young  Men,  in  the  Col- 
ledge,  which  bears  his  Name,  and  fends  them 
into  their  own  Countries,  when  they  have 
finifh'd  their  Studies.  Thefe  young  Miflioners 
ot  feveral  Nations,  for  there  are  Greeks^  Turks^ 
Armenians  and  feveral  others,  go  back  to  con- 
vert theii"  Kindred  and  Countrymen  to  the 
Faith  of  JEStJS  CHRIST,  and  to  proclaim 
every  where  the  Magjiificence  of  their  Bene- 
factor, to  the  immortal  Glory  of  that  great 
Prince. 

Thus  much  may  fuffice  towards  proving  thé 
Excellency  and  Advantages  of  travelling i^^^""'"-^' 
every  one  will  be  much  more  fully  convinc'd 
of  it  by  reading  the  CoUeâion  deiîgn'd  here 
to  be  given  to  the  publick,  of  all  the  conli- 
derable  Voyages  and  Travels,  which  have  been 
perform'd  into  all  Parts  of  the  World, 


The  End    of  the  Introdu^lory  Difcourfe. 
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Chriftopher  Columbus /^^^  out  uponDif- 
cover).     Account  of  the  Canary  Iflands. 

Hrifiopher  Columbus    was   born    at  Colun*. 
Genoa,  of  mean  Parentage,    and  hn^'^Bink 
from  his  Infancy  apply'd  himfelf^c* 
to  Navigation,    as  moft  of  the 
Genoefes  do,    who  have  no  For- 
tunes.    He  had  a  Iharp,  fpright- 
ly  Wit,  and  great  Capacity  ^  and  having  be- 
gan early  to  addid   himfelf  to  examine  the 
Motions  of  the  Heavens,  and  to  perfeâ:  him- 
self ia  the  Ufe  of  the  Aftrolabe  and  other 

Inftru» 
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ïndruments  proper  for  Navigation,he  in  afiiort 
Time  made  very  confiderable  Progrefs  in  that 
ProfefTion  \  in  fo  much,  that  he  far  exceeded 
all    the    ableft   and  mod:  expert  Navigators 
of  his  Time.     He  at  firft  perform'd   feveral 
Voyages   out   of  the  Streights^  towards  ?or~ 
tugal^  nicely  obferving  what  \A^inds  general- 
}v  blew,  during   the  feveral   Seafons  of  the 
Year.     Being  of  a  ftrong  and  healthy  Con- 
stitution, at  forty  Years  of  Age,  he  refoWd 
to  attempt   a   Voyage  for  Difcovery   of  the 
new    World,    and    to    find    out    all    thofe 
mighty  Trcafures,   that  were  there  Ihut  up 
Fhfl  Di-ixom  the  Knowledge  of  Eurofeaus  for  ïo  ma- 
ftfnofdifny  Ages.     He  made  this  Projc(fl   known   to 
severing.  ^^^  ^^^^   confiderable    Men   of  the  Repub- 
lick    of  Genoa^   propofing    to   them   to    rig 
and  fit  out  feme  Ships,  with  all  Neceflaries 
for  the  undertaking  of  fo  great  an  Enter- 
prize.     This  Defign,  at  firft  Sight,  appeared 
to    them   altogether   Chimerical,   and    they 
look'd  upon  all  Columbus  fdid  to  th-cm,  of  a 
Poflibility  of  going  to  the   utmoft  Extremi- 
ty of  the  World,  according  to  the  Rules  of 
his  Art  i    as    a    nicer    Dream  and    Fable  ^ 
tho'  they  had  before   heard   talk  of   a  vaft 
Ifland,  which   lay  at  a  great  Diltance  from 
the  Mouth  of  the  St r eights^  difcover'd  ma- 
t.  ny  Ages  before  and    mcntion'd    by  Ancient 

Authors. 
Coe$  into     Columbus  perceiving  how  little  notice  his 
Portugal  Country-men    took    of   his   Propofal,    went 
away  into  Portugal  and   made  the    fame  Of- 
fers to   that  King    as   he   had  before  done 
to  the  Certoefes.    The  Portuguefe  Sailers,  who 
sre   naturally   proud,   and    intractable,    pre- 
fently   rejeâcd   the   Overtures   of  Columhits^ 
with   Scorn,  looking  upon   them  as  extra- 
vagant 
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vagant  Notions,  and  little  better  than  Mad- 
nefs,  being  offended  that  any  Man  fhould 
prefume  to  be  better  skill'd  than  they,  in 
the  Art  of  Navigation,  tho'  as  yet  they 
had  fail'd  no  farther  than  along  the  Coafts 
of  Africk^  without  venturing  out  of  Sight 
of  Land  \  for  they  were  even  then  of  the 
Opinion  of  the  Ancients,  who  believ'd  that, 
whofoever  fhould  dare  draw  near  to  the 
Equinoctial,  would  be  quite  burnt  by  the  ^^^i^^^^* 
Sun.  Thus  they  refiis'd  to  give  any  Credit 
to  what  they  were  told  of  the  Voyages  of 
fome  Mariners,  who  departing  from  Cadiz.^ 
had  rounded  all  Afrkk  and  gone  up  into  the 
Red  Sea. 

The  Ignorance  or  Jealoufy  of  the  Portuguefes  u'ith 
difappointed  all  Columbus's  Deflgns,  vvho^'^^^ '"**' 
feeing  the  Hopes  he  had  conceiv'd  fallen  to^^'"' 
nothing,  and  having  heard  talk  of  the  great 
Generofity  and  Magnificence  oi Ferdinand  the 
CatholickKingof  5p^/»,and  of  Queen  FJiz^aheth^ 
his  Confort,  refolr'd  to  go  away  to  that 
Court,  and  never  to  depart  from  it,  till  he 
had  perfwaded  them  tofurnifli  him  with  fome 
Ships  to  facilitate  his  Delign  of  difcovering  the 
New  World.  He  had  feveral  Times  the 
Honour  of  difcourfing  their  Majefties,  and 
t\it  Grandees  of  S]^ain  upon  the  Subjcds  of 
his  mighty  Projeds,  which  he  deliver'd  to 
them,  and  reprefented  with  fuch  Affurance 
and  Confidence,  that  they  could  not  but  give 
fome  Credit  to  his  Word.     However,  fome  ; 

Courtiers  ftill  looking  upon  him,  as  a  vain  \ 

conceited  Man,  all  his  Propofals,  and  Extoll'd 
t^rojefts  had  like  to  have  vanifliM  into  Smoke, 
and  he  was  near  being  treated  in  S^airr^  as 
he  had  been  at  Cenoay  and  in  Portugal. 

BuÊ 
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His  Pro-  But  Providence,  which  had  decreed  to  make 
H^'"^'^'^-ufeof  the  Bravery  and  Skill  of  Columbus^  for 
.    .*  the  Difcovery  of  fo  many  vaft  Countries,  till 

then   unknown  to  tl"ie  ablefl:  Men,  put  it  into 
the  Heart  of  Queen  Ifabel  or  Elizabeth  to  en- 
tertain Thoughts  of  attempting  that  mighty 
Enterprife,    after  feveral    Conferences    with 
Columbus  who   had   been  fome  Years  at  her 
Court.     That  Princefs  had  a  generous  Soul, 
and  was  always  full  of  mighty  Defic',ns,  with- 
put"  ever  being  deterr'd  by  any  Difficulties  that 
pbftruded    her    Enterprifcs,    all    which    fhe 
furmounted  with   an  invincible  Courage  and 
Patience.     Being  perfwadcd  by  the  Reafons 
Columbus  alledg'd  of  the  Poffibility   and  Like- 
Jyhood  of  Succcfs    in  the  Undertaking,    fhe 
prevail'd  upon  the  King  her   Husband,  who 
caus'd  three  Ships  to  be  fitted  out,  on  which 
Columbus  embark'd,  about   the  Beginning  of 
yiugufl^  in    the  Year   1492,   with    120  Men. 
They  fail'd  from  Cadiz^  and  made  the  Canary 
Iflands,  which  the  Ancients  call'd  the  Fortu- 
nate IjUtids^  feated  in  28  Degrees  of  North 
Latitude,  and  250  Leagues  diftant  from  Cadiz.. 
They  were  call'd  the  Fortunate  Jjlands^  becaufe 
^jn'nds    ^^         excellent  Temperature  of  their  Air, 
which  is  iuch,  that  throughout  the  wholeYear, 
there  is  no  cxccflive  Heat,   nor  intolerable 
Cold.    Some  have  been  of  Opinion  that  the 
Fortunate  IJlands^   are   thofe    near    Cabo  Verde 
on  the  Coaft  of  Afric\^  now  in  the  PoITeflion 
of  the  Portuguefes^  and  lying  in  17  Degrees 
of  North  Latitude,  call'd  the  lilands  of  Cabo 
Verde. 
_  .    r^a     The  Baron  de  Betencour^  born  in  the  Pro- 
S^^;'ova>y*"^^  of  Normandy^  had  difcover'd  the  Canary 
iflands,  long   before  Chrifiopher  Columbns  was 
there  j    for  he   fail'd  from   Rochel,  with  the 

Sieur 
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Sieur  de  la  Salle^  on  the  firll  of  May   1402^ 
and  arriv'd  at  the  Canaries^  in  the  Month  of 
O^w/y,  of  that  fame  Year.    He  made  himfelf 
Mafter  of  them,  and  came  in  Perfon  to  do 
Homage  for  them  to  the  King  of  Spain^  be- 
caufe  he  is  the  neareft    Chriftian  Prinee  to 
the  Canaries.    Some  Authors  reckon  feven  of 
thefe  Iflands,  and  others  ten  ^  for  the  recon- 
ciling of  both  which    Opinions,   it  may  be 
faid  that  feven  of  them  are  inhabited,  and 
the   other    three    defert.    They  were  call'd 
Catjaries  from  the  Great    Number  of  Dogs, 
or  of  Goats  at  firft  found  in  them.     The  In- 
habitants of  them  are  very  dexterous,  great 
Leapers,  expert  at  throwing  of  Stones,  a-f^ive 
and  cleverly  made,  like  the  Bifcaimrs.  When 
the  French  came  thither,  they  had  no  other 
Weapons  but.  Arrows  and  Darts  ^  and  were 
all  Idolaters,  worlhipping  the  Sun  and  Stars. 
Polyeamy  was  allovv'd   and  us'd  throup;hout„   .    ,. 
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all  the  Country  ^  but  that  which  is  a  g'^^^-cuiim,  ' 
ter  Proof  of  the  Barbarity  of  thofe  Iflanders, 
is  a  ftrange   Cuftom  they  obferv'd,  when  any 
Lord  took   Pofleflion  there  of  his  little  Do- 
minions -,  for  then  feveral  ofFer'd  themfelvcs 
voluntarily  to  die  in  Honour  of  the  Solem- 
nity, and  with  a  brutal  Courage  caft  them- 
felves   headlong    from  the   Top   of  a  very 
high  Mountain.     The  fame   Ceremony  was 
obferv'd  upon  certain  Feftivals,  kept  in  Ho- 
nour of  a  Deity  they  ador'd,  in  a   Temple 
feated  on  the  Brink  of  a  Mountain,  then  they 
threw  themfelves  headlong  into  a  vaft  Depth, 
out  of  a  Religious    Principle,  dancing    and 
iinging,  their  Priefts  afTuring  them,  that  they 
ihould  enjoy  all   forts  of  Pleafures  after  fuch 
a  noble  Death. 

They 
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Other  Cu'     They  had  not  yet  learnt  the  Ufe  of  Fire, 
**"»"*•      but  eat  the  Flefli  of  Bcafts  raw,  and  bleed- 
ing ;  yet  had  fome  confufe  Notion  of  a  Dei- 
ty, vrhich  punifli'd    the  wicked   and  rewar- 
ded Virtuous   Perfons.     They  made  Ufe   of 
(harp  Stones,  like  Flints,  for  Ihaving  of  their 
Heads.     Gold  and  Silver  was  in  their  Opi- 
nion of  no  more  Value  than  Sand,  or  Shells. 
The  Women  took  not  the  Pains   to  fuckle 
their    own  Children,   but    made  them  fuck 
She   Goats.     As    barbarous  as  thofe  People 
then  were,  they  had  ftill  fome   regular  Me- 
thod of  Government.  An  hundred  and  ninety 
of  the  principal  Men  had  the  Management 
of  all   civil   Affairs,   and    every    thing  that 
concern'd   Religion.     There  were  alfo  among 
them  fome  Kings,  or  fovereign  Princes,  whom 
they  obey'd   and  follow'd,  when   they   made 
War  upon  one  another.     They  thought   it  a 
difhonour   to  kill    any  Beafl,    and  therefore 
left  that  to  be  done  by  their  Slaves,  or  other 
bafe  Perfons.   If  any  Man  of  what  Condition 
foever  happen'd  to  forget    himfelf,    in  this 
particular,  they    would    feparate    him   from 
the   reft:   of  the   People,   and   account   him 
infamous. 
Emity  a-     ^^^  Inhabitants    of   the    fevcral  Iflands, 
monptkem^^^^'^  upon  one   another  as  Enemies,  much 
after  the  fame    Manner  as   is    praétis'd  be- 
tween  the  Iroquois    and    Hurons    in    Canada^ 
who  eat    one   another.     So   the  Inhabitants 
of  thefe  Iflands,  kill'd  and   butcher'd  one  a- 
nother  without  any  Mercy,  or  Compaflion. 
The  fame   Ufage    they  gave    to    Strangers 
that  happen'd    to    come   upon    their  Ifland, 
when  they  were  il rongelt.  '^\\ti\t\\Q  Spaniards 
could  catch  any  of  them,  they  made  Slaves 
of  and   fold    them,    like  Horfes.    By   thefe 

Slaves 
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Slaves  the  Situation  and  Wealth  of  thofe 
Ifland^  came  to  be  known,  and  that  occa- 
fion'd  the  Defire  of  conquering  them. 

In  one  ofthefe  Iflands  is  a  Mountain  of  a  ^ 

prodtgions  Height,  rifing  up  in  a  Point,  and^^^^^^^f^ 
calling. out  Fire,  Flames,  Smoke  and  Alhes, 
by  Fits,  like  Mount  Etna  in  Stciiy.  It  is  above 
fifteen  Miles  to  the  Top  of  this  Mountain, 
which  is  call'd  the  Pea\ofTenerif^  and  it  will 
require  three  Days  to  go  up  to  it.  Being 
come  to  the  Top  of  it,  a  Man  may  fee  a- 
bove  fifty  Leagues  round,  and  plainly  difco- 
vers  all  the  other  Neighbouring  Iflands.  The 
Cold  being  exceflive  on  the  Topof  this  Hill, 
there  is  no  going  up  to  it,  but  from  the 
Middle  of  May  to  the  Middle  of  Augufi. 

■  In  the  Ifland  of  Ferro^  or  Hierro^  which  is 
one  of  the  Canaries^  there  is  no  Spring,  Ri-  ^ç^^^°J 
ver.  Fountain,  Rain,  or  other  Watery  but 
to  makeAmends,  there  are  certain  Trees,  co- 
ver'd  with  thick  Clouds  and  Fogs  ^  which 
continually  drop  and  furnifli  Plenty  of  \\^a- 
ter.  Under  thefe  Trees  there  is  a  Ciflern 
or  Bafon  to  receive  a  fufllcient  Qiianrity  of 
Water  for  the  Inhabitants  and  Cattle  of 
the  Ifland.  Lewis  Jackfon  an  Eûglipj)7ian^ 
has  exaftly  defcrib'd  the  Nature  and  Quali- 
ties of  this  wonderful  Tree,  which  is  as  big 
about  as  an  Oak,  and  about  fix  or  feven  Fa- 
thom high,  the  Branches  fpreading  fomewhat 
loofe  and  open,  the  Leaf  like  that  of  the 
Lawrel,  white  within  and  green  without. 
The  Tree  bears  neither  Fruit  nor  Bloflx)ms  ; 
dries  and  feems  to  wither  in  the  Day,  and 
drops  all  the  Night,  when  the  Cloud  is  di- 
reclly  over  it.  The  Water  gathered  in  the 
Bafon  runs  out  thro'  feveral  leaden  Pipes, 
and  is  convey 'd    into  many   other  Cifterns 

all 
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all  about  the  Ifland.  This  principal  Bafoii 
contains  near  20000  Tun,  and  is  fill'd  in 
one  Night,  which  would  feem  incredible, 
did  not  daily  Experience  evince  the  Truth 
of  it.  There  are  believ'd  to  be  in  that 
Ifland  about  eight  Thoufand  Men,  Women, 
and  Children,  and  about  an  hundred  Thoufand 
Beafts. 

Ramufio  and  fome  other  Authors  inform 
nîâiV  "^'  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  l^^nd  of  St.  Thomasy  under 
Jflitii.  the  Line,  there  is  a  Mountain  always  co- 
ver'd  with  Trees,  which  the  Clouds  do  wet 
fo  abundantly,  that  the  Water  dropping 
from  them  is  fufficient  to  nourilh  all  the 
Fields  about,  which  are  full  of  Sugar  Canes. 
The  Trunks,  the  Branches  and  the  Leaves 
of  thefe  Trees  fweat  all  the  Night,  and 
till  two  Hours  after  Sun-Rifing.  There  is 
another  Thing  very  commendable  belonging 
to  thefe  Iflands,  which  is,  that  they  breed 
no  Venomous  Creature,  no  more  than  Bra- 
ztl.  But  on  the  other  Hand,  the  Rabbets 
do  fo  undermine  all  Parts,  that  the  Corn 
and  Vineyards  are  very  much  damag'd  by 
them  -,  in  fo  much  that  the  Inhabitants  have 
been  formerly  forc'd  to  abandon  them,  and 
feek  out  other  Habitations, 
iiladera  ^^^  Ifland  of  Madera  is  the  biggefl:  of  all 
the  Neighbouring  Iflands,  as  being  140  Miles 
in  Compafs.  Abundance  of  Sugar  is  made 
in  it,  yet  moft  of  that,  which  in  Europe  is 
call'd  Madera  Sugar,  comes  from  BrazJt.  To 
cleanfe,  they  boil  it  fereral  Times,  and  the 
more  it  is  boiFd  and  cleans'd,  the  better 
it  is.  The  third  Boiling  makes  it  white, 
and  the  fourth  and  fifth  Candies  it  like  A- 
lom. 

The 
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The  Fertility  of  theCî«^r)>  Iflands  is  not  ^^^''^^W^/ 
to  be  exprefs'd  %  for  they  produce  abundance ''^."^  ^p^^* 
of  Corn,  excellent  Wine,  Sugar,  Wax,  Ho- '^'"'^'* 
ncy,  Fruit,  and  all  Sorts  of  Creatures.  They 
are  Inhabited  by  the  Natives  and  Spaniards  ^ 
have  one  Bilhop,  who  is  Suffragan  to  the 
Metropolitan  of  Sevil  ^  and  the  neareft  of 
them  are  but  twelve  Leagues  from  the  Con- 
tinent of  Africli  'j  for  fome  others  are  at 
leaft  fixty  Leagues  off.  That  which  is  call'd 
Cran  Canaria^  is  about  forty  Leagues  in  Com- 
pafs,  and  has  near  nine  Thoufand  Inhabitants. 
The  Natives  formerly  were  clad  in  Goats 
Skins^  made  like  long  Coats.  When  the 
Iflands  were  conquer'd  they  retir'd  into  the 
Clefts  of  Rocks.  Their  ufual  Suftenance  was 
Dogs  Flefh  and  Goats  Milk,  wherewith 
they  kneeded  Barley  Meal,  to  make  Bread, 
which  is  very  wholefome.  They  gather'd 
in  their  Corn,  in  February  and  May^  and 
their  Bread  was  very  white.  The  Sugar 
comes  but  once  in  two  Years  in  the  bell 
Soil  -,  when  the  Plant  is  too  old,  it  muft  be 
transplanted  elfewhere.  It  was  not  with- 
out Reafon  that  the  Ancients  gave  the  Ca- 
naries the  Name  of  the  Fortmiate  IJlands^  for 
whatfoever  grows  there  is  extraordinary  good, 
the  Wine,  the  Melons,  the  Apples,  the  Pears, 
the  Oranges,  the  Lemons,  the  Pomgranates, 
the  Figs  and  the  Peaches  are  all  in  Per- 
feâion.  They  breed  and  maintain  Oxen, 
Cows,  Goats,  Sheep,  Capons,  Fowl,  Tur- 
keys, Pigeons,  red  Partridges,  and  in  (horc 
all  Things  neceflary  for  Conveniency,  01  De- 
light. 

The    Ifland  of  Madera   was  fo  call'd  by . .  ,  ^ 
the  Portuguefes^  who  polîèfs'd   themièlvcs    of  * 
it,    on  Account  of  the  Abundance  of   the 
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Wood  there  was  in  it,  as  Cedars,  Cyprefs 
and  other  large  Trees.  It  is  about  Sixty 
Leagues  to  the  Southward  of  the  Mouth 
of  the  Streights  It  is  likely  enough  that 
the  People  originally  inhabiting  the  C<«- 
nary  Iflands,  came  out  of  Africk^  bccaufc 
of  its  ncarBefs,  for  there  is  but  twelve  or 
fifteen  Leagues  Sea  between  them.  TUny  ob- 
fervcs  that  there  were  People  in  Maurit4' 
nia^  towards  Mount  Atloi^  call'd  CunartAns, 
who  i^d  upon  raw  Flefh,  upon  the  Entrails  of 
wild  Beafts  and  Serpents. 
Tenerife.  Sir  EdmvndScory^  an  Englifh  Knight,  in 
his  Remarks,  has  taken  Notice  that  the 
Ifland  OÏ  Tenerife^  in  which  is  the  Mountain 
fifteen  Miles  high  above  mentioned,  is  the 
Pleafanteft  of  all  the  Canaries.  About  half 
the  Way  up  this  Hill  may  be  gone  upon 
Allés,  or  Mules,  the  reft  is  to  be  gone  a 
Foot,  with  incredible  Labour.  About  the 
Mid-way,  the  cold  Air  is  infupportablc,  at 
the  Top  and  Bottom  it  is  very  Hot  j  fo  that 
when  a  Mm  is  in  the  Middle,  he  mull  al- 
ways keep  on  the  South  Side  and  go  up  by 
Day  ^  but  when  he  draws  near  the  Top, 
he  mult  keep  to  the  Korth  Side  and  goby 
Night.  Every  one  carries  his  Proviflon  with 
him.  The  midft  of  the  Summer  muft  be 
pitch'd  upon  to  go  up  to  the  Top,  to  avoid 
the  great  Falls  of  Water,  coming  down  from 
the  melted  Snow,  and  they  may  flay  there 
till  Sun  Rifing,  but  no  longer.  When  the 
Sun  is  come  upon  the  Horrizon  of  the  Sea, 
it  appears  as  round  as  a  Ball,  and  much  lefs 
than  when  beheld  from  the  Surface  of  the 
Earth.  The  Light  which  is  the  Forerunner 
of  the  Sun  Riling,  is  like  a  mighty  Flame, 
and    refembles  that  which  comes  out    of  a 

hoc 
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hot  Oven.  From  the  Top  of  this  Moun- 
tain, all  the  other  Iflands  look  like  one 
entire  plain  Plat  of  Land,  tho'  there  be  a- 
bove  twenty  Thoufand  peeked  and  unequal 
Rocks.  It  never  Rains  on  the  Top  of  this 
Mountain,  as  Reafon  it  felf  manifeftly  ihows, 
becaufe  the  Clouds  are  far  below  it  ^  and  for 
the  fame  Reafon,  the  Wind  never  blows 
there.  If  any  great  Stone  be  roul'd  down 
the  Hole  there  is  in  the  Midft  of  the  Moun- 
tain, it  founds  as  if  fome  mighty  Weight 
fell  upon  many  Brafs  VelTels. 

It  is  the  Ifland  of  Te?ierife  that  produces Malmfey. 
that  excellent  Malmfey,  which  is  the  only 
Wine  that  can  be  carry'd  all  the  World 
over,  without  being  fpoil'd.  All  other  Wines 
either  turn  Vinegar,  or  elfe  freeze  and  be- 
come Ice,  when  they  are  near  the  North 
and  South  Poles.  Here  is  alfo  a  Sort  of 
Pine-Tree,  which  the  Inhabitants  call  the 
Immortal  Tree,  becaufe  it  ne'er  rots  either ^'^'"^''»«' 
above  or  under  Ground,  nor  in  the  Water  -,  * 
it  is  as  red  and  hard  as  the  Braz,il  Wood.  If 
we  may  believe  the  Relations  of  the  Spani- 
ards, there  is  Wood  enough  inoneofthefe 
Trees  to  cover  the  Church  call'd  de  los  Re- 
mediosy  which  is  eighty  Foot  in  Length,  and 
forty  in  Breadth.  There  is  ftill  another 
Tree  in  this  Ifland,  of  a  prodigious  Bignefs, 
which  they  call  the  Dragon  Tree  j  the  Bark  vr^-gon 
of  it  is  like  a  Dragon's  Scale?,  and  thence  7;<rc- 
perhaps  it  had  the  îsiame.  The  Leaves  of  it 
are  about  two  Foot  long,  and  like  the  Flags 
in  our  Marfhes.  From  this  Tree  diftils  a 
clear  red  Gum,  call'd  Dragon's  Blood,  much 
better  than  that  which  comes  from  Goa  and 
other  Parts  of  the  Eafi  hdies.  The  Lan- 
guage of  the  Natives  has  much  Refemblance 

witii' 
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with  that  of  the  Moors  of  Barbary.  When 
the  Baron  de  Bentencour  arriv'd  in  thefe  Iflands," 
all  the  Natives  were   Heathens   and    Idola-^ 

Rd'  '  w  ^^^^  '  ^^^  y^^  ^^^y  worfhipp'd  a  Being,  in' 
whom  they  acknowlcdg'd  a  Sovereign  Power, 
and  gave  him  Names  fignifying  in  their  Lan- 
guage, the  moil  High,  the  moft  Mighty, 
and  the  Preferver  of  all  Things.  They 
had  fome  confûfe  Knowledge  of  the  Immor- 
tality of  the  Soul,  and  of  the  Punilhment 
of  Wicked  Perfons.  When  the  Scafon  prov'd. 
irregular,  either  on  Account  of  too  much  or 
no  Rain,  they  drove  their  Goats  and  Sheep 
to  a  certain  Place,  and  parted  the  young- 
ones  from  tJieir  Dams,  believing  that  the 
Bleating  of  thefe  Creatures  might  appeafe  the 
Wrath  of  Heaven,  and  that  when  the  An- 
ger of  the  Lord  was  appeas'd,  he  would 
furnifh  them  with  all  they  had  Occafion 
for. 

They  obferv'd  fome  Form  of  Government 

tHoriArchj.  25  to  their  Civil  Affiirs  owning  a  King,  ta 
whom  they  paid  fome  fort  of  Submifllon,- 
and  his  Children  fucceeded  him  in  that 
Authority.  They  fubjected  themfelves  to  the 
Rules  of  lawful  Matrimony  and  Baftards 
were  excluded  from  any  Right  of  Inheritance. 
The  Youth  excrcis'd  themfelves  in  running, 
calling  of  Darts,  throwing  of  Stones  and 
Dancing  ^  to  which  Employments  the  Na- 
tives fcem  to  bear  an  Inclination  to  this 
Day. 

Above  all  they  feem  to  me  very  commen- 

Sf/&c  ^^^^^    ^°^'   ^'^^^'*    Jiiftice   and   obfervance   of 
'    'their  Laws^  for  if  a  Man  ofFcr'd  a  Woman 
any   Violence,   or  infulted  her  in  any   Sort 
whatfoever,   he  was  put  to  Death,  without 
the  leall  hope  of  Mercy.     Mofl  of  the  In- 
habitants 
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habitants   of  thefe  Iflands,  are  well  (hap'd, 
of  the    larger   Size,    and    of  a    ftrong   and 
healthy  Conftitution.     There  were  formerly 
among  them   fome   Giants  of  a   prodigious 
Bignefs.    The  Head  of   one  of  thofe  mon- 
ftroiis  Men  is  ftill  to  be  feén  there,  he  had 
So  Teeth  and  was  fifteen  Foot  High.     The 
Complex'ion  or  Colour  of  thefe  Iflanders  dif- 
fers, according  to   the  feveral    Situation  of 
the  Places   they  live  in  °,  for  thofe   on  the 
South  Shores,  are  of  a  fort  of  Olive  Colour , 
whereas  on  the  contrary,thofe  on  the  North 
fide    are    beautiful,   efpecially    thé    Worten. 
Their  Cloaths  were  formerly  made  of  Lamb- 
skins, and  reach.'d  only  to    the  Knees,  but 
when  the  Females  were  to  appear  inpublick,^,^ 
they    had  another   Garment,  which   reach'd'  " 
down  to    the  Ground   -,   being   of  Opinion, 
that  if  a    Woman  fufFer'd   her  Feet  or  her 
Throat    to    be    feen,    fhe    tranfgrefs'd    the 
Rules  of  Decency  and  offended  againft  Mo- 
defly. 

Their  Diet  was  very  frugal,  feeding  much  ^°°^' 
upon  Barley  and  Beans  j  for  they  had  never 
eaten  Wheaten  Bread,  till  the  French  taught 
them  to  fow  it,  their  Bread  being  a  Sort  of 
Cake,  the  Meal  kneedcd  with  Hony,  Water 
and  Butter.  When  they  were  lick,  they  us'd 
to  bleed  themfelves  in  the  Arm,  Head  and 
Forehead,  with  a  lliarp  Flint. 

Thé  King  afilgn'd  every  Man  thé  Portion  VneUfn^s 
of  Land  he  was  to  till  and  fow,  and  when 
they  threw  in  thé  Seed,  they  utter'd  fome 
Myfterious  Words,  which  they  thought  had 
à  great  Virtue  for  procuring  a  good  Harvefl. 
Thé  King,  Or  any  other  they  conferr'd  that 
Authority  on,  liv'd  like  thé  reft,  in  Dens, 
or  the  natural  Hollows  or  Clefts  of  Rocks, 
B  la 
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In  their  Marriages  they  obfcrv'd  not  any  great 
Formality  of  Ceremonies.  The  Bridegroom 
that  was  to  be  ask'd  the  Confent  of  the 
Kindred  of  the  Maid  or  Widow,  if  ftie  had 
been  many'd  before,  which  being  granted, 
they  were  look'd  upon  to  be  marry'd,  with- 
out any  more  to  do.  As  fliort  as  they  were 
in  concluding  of  thefe  Matches,  as  eafy  and 
expéditions  they  were  in  brealcing  them  , 
the  firft  Difcontent  either  in   the  Wife  or 

Ihvorcc.  Husband,  was  fufficient  Caufe  for  a  Divorce 
and  they  might  immediatly  marry  others,  if 
they  had  an  Opportunity.  Thefe  Divorces 
were  very  prejudicial  to  the  Publick  ',  be- 
caufe  the  Children  of  thofe,,  fo  parted,  were 
reputed  as  Baftards.  Only  the  King  was 
exempt  from  this  Law,  on  Account  of  the 
Succefllon  -,  and  he  was  allow'd  to  Marry 
even  his  own  Sifter,  as  the  Perfians  did  for- 
merly. 

K^y^Jin-      jj^çy  (QQJ,  fpecial  Care  of  embaulming  the 

*"^  Dead  Bodies,  that  they  might  prcfcrvc  them 

a  long  Time  ^  and  therefore  immediarly 
wafh'd  and  cleans'd  them  very  diligently 
and  put  into  them  fome  Drugs  compounded 
with  Butter  made  of  Goats  Milk,  melted 
with  the  Powder  of  the  Bark  of  the  Pine 
Tree,  and  Aromatick  Herbs.  With  thefe 
they  alfo  rubh'd  the  Body,  and  expos'd  it 
to  the  Sun  for  fifteen  Days,  till  it  was 
quite  parch'd  and  dry'd  up,  and  during  all 
that  Time  the  Kindred  of  the  Party  de- 
ceased lamented  for  him.  After  the  fifteen 
Days,  they  wrapp'd  up  the  Body  in  Goat- 
skins, very  artificially  few'd  together,  and 
carry'd  it  into  fome  Cave  allotted  for  that 
Ufe.    There    are  ftill  fome  of  thofe  Bodies 

found 
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found,  which  have  been  embaulm'd  above 
a  thoufand  Years,  if  we  may  believe  their 
Relations. 

Their  Hoiifes  built  of  a  rough  and  i\\.-^oufes, 
hew'd  Stone,  are  but  one  Story  high,  with- 
out any  Chimney,  even  for  the  Kitchin  ^ 
they  are  fatisfy'd  with  a  Hearth  againlt 
^  Wall  ,  where  they  rather  parch  or 
burn,  than  roaft  their  Meat.  Since  the  Eu- 
rofeans  live  among  them,  they  are  more  cu- 
rious in  their  Houfes  and  Diet. 


C  H  A  P.    II. 

The    Difcoveries     made    by    Chriftoplier 
Columbus,    after  thirty    Days  SasI, 


C'^Hrifiofher  Columbus  departing  from  th^Columbus 
_j  Fortunate  Ijlands^  and  direding  his  Courfep'/^  10 
Weftwaid,  fail'd  for  the  Space  of  thirty -^'l^^- 
Days,  without  feeing  any  thing  but  the  Sky 
and  Water,  ftill  plying  his  Aftrolabe,  to  ob- 
ferve  the  Heiglit  of  the  Stars,  and  the  Sun's 
Declination.  After  ten  Days,  the  Spaniards 
under  his  Command,  began  to  mutter  againft 
him,  and  refolv'd  among  themfelves  to 
throw  him  over  board,  and  return  into  S^ain^ 
telling  one  another,  that  they  had 
been  impos'd  upon  by  a  Cenoefe^  who  was 
for  carrying  them  into  unknown  Lands, 
without  knowing  whither  he  went.  Columbus 
pacify'd  them  the  bell  he  could,  with  good 
E  2  Words 
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Words,  afluring  them  they  (hould  Toon  fee 
the   Effed   of  his  Promifes.  This  kept  them 
within   Bounds    for  Ten   Days  longer  -,   butk 
when  thofe  were  expired,  they  renew'd  their" 
Complaints  and  became  fo  outragions,  that 
Columbus^  RefolQtion  began  to  fail  liim,  and 
he  concluded  himfelfa  loft  Man.     However 
he  once  more  appeas'd  them,  telling  them, 
that   if  they  offer d   him  the  leaft  Violence, 
his    Catholick    Majefty    would    treat    them 
like  Rebels  ^  and  drawing  them  on  Day  after  t 
Day,    at   length,     after    thirty    Days   Sail,' 
fuicc  their  Departure,  from  the  Cï;;^'rn>/,  ha- 
ving   caft    the    Lead,     they  guefs'd  by  the 
Soundings,    that  they   were    not    far    from 
land,   which    Conjecture    was    farther  con- 
firmed, by  their  obferving  a   Wind  contrary 
to  that  which  blew  from  the  Sea,  and  muft 
of  Ncceflity  come  from  the  Land.     A  Sailer 
was  fcnt  up    to    the    main  Top-Maft-Head, 
who   fomc    Hours    after,  began    to  difcover 
the  Tops   of   Mountains,     and  being  tranf- 
portcd  with    Joy,  cry'd  out,  Land,  Land.  All 
the  Ship's  Crew,  anfwer'd     him   with    loud 
Acclamations,  and  the  Guns  were  fir'd  round 
the  Ship. 
firdi.ivi     ^'^'^  Kearnefs  of  the  Land  made   amends 
difcovir\L'^o    Cclitmbns    for    all   the    Troubles    he  had 
gone  through,  during  the  Voyage,  he   blefs'd 
God,  who  had  given  Succefs  to  his   Enter- 
prize,   for  the  Wind    being  right  a    Stern, 
they  came  to   Land    that    fame   Day.     The 
Fields  look'd  green  and  were  full  of  Trees. 
He   took  up  a    Standard,  on  which  was   the 
Pidure    of  CHRIST  crucify'd,   and    full   of 
Tranfport  of  Joy  went  Afhore,  with  twelve 
of  his  Men,    where  they   all  knelt  down  to 
j'etuiii  Thanks  to  almighty  God,  and  kifs'd 

the- 
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the  Ground  three  Times,  with  Tears  of 
Satisfsdion  in  their  Eyes.  /  adore  n-nd  hlefs 
thee.  Lord,  faid  he,  for  that  thou  hafi  been 
fleas' d  to  make  Choice  of  me^to  bfing  the  Know- 
ledge of  thy  holy  Nafns,  into  theje  barbarous 
Nations.  According  to  Colun^bus^s,  Computa- 
tion, the  Land  they  came  upon  was  about  950 
Leagues  diftant  from  the  Canaries.  Having 
continu'd  there  fome  Days,  they  perceiv'd 
it  was  a  defert  Ifland,  which  made  them 
rcfolve  to  proceed  farther,  after  falling  fome 
Trees,  to  ered  Croffes,  as  a  Monument  that 
they  had  taken  PoiïelTion  of  the  Place  in  the 
Name  of  JESUS  CHRIST. 

They  returned  to  their  Ships,  and  ^k^t  other Diji 
fome  Days  Sail,  difcover'd  feveral  Illands,'^"^'^'''^^' 
two  of  which  are  very  large.  The  firft  of 
them  they  call'd  HifpanioU,  and  the  other 
Guinea,  yet  without  knowing  for  certain  whe- 
ther it  was  an  Ifland,  or  Part  of  the  Con- 
tinent. Going  into  the  Woods  they  heard 
Abundance  of  Nightingals  linging  in  Novem- 
ber. They  alfo  faw  great  Rivers  of  very 
clear  Water,  and  fafe  Harbours,  capable  of 
the  largeft  Ships.  Thefe  Difcoveries  did 
not  ftill  fatisfy  Columbus^  Curiofity,  he  was 
for  pufhing  forward  to  the  remoteft  Eaftern 
Parts  and  thofe  Countries  where  the  Spice 
grows.  Thus  he  fail'd  along  the  Coaft  of 
the  Country  he  call'd  Guinea  for  above  400 
Leagues,  and  then  concluded  it  was  the 
Continent.  After  this  Difcovery  they  re- 
turn'd  to  Hifianiola,  where  they  fpy'd  Abun- 
dance of  naked  Men,  who,  as  foon  as  ever 
they  faw  the  Europeans,  fled  with  wonder- 
ful Swiftnefs  into  the  Woods.  The  Spaniards 
purfu'd  them  and  took  a  Woman,  whom 
they  carry'd  Aboard,  cloath'd  her  handfomeiy, 
E  3  g^'^^'s 
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gave  her   Meat  and    Wine  to   drink,   and 

then  let  her  go.     When  the  People  favv  her 

fo   clad  and  heard  the  Account  fhe  gave  of 

the  Spaniards   Ufage   towards   her,   they  all 

tame   down    thronging    to  them,   believing 

they  were  fome  People  dropp'd  down  from 

Heaven,  giving  them  all  the  Gold  they  had, 

which   they  valu'd    no  more  than  Dirt,  and 

in  Exchange  receiv'd  Whilftlcs,  little  Knives, 

fmall  Looking-Glafles  and  other  moil  incon- 

fiderable  Trifles. 

u,i;.y,c      When  they   were    thus   become   tradable, 
Indians^  ,  ^  .         .       » 

«k/VBoun,^he  Europeans  endeavour  d  to  enquire  into 
jjoufcsf  their  Guftoms  and  Manners,  and  by  the  Signs 
^c«  and  Gefturcs  they  made,  underftood  that 
they  had  a  King  among  them,  whom  they 
caird  (juaccanarilio.  The  Savages  obferving 
that  the  Chrillians  worfhipp'd  the  Crofs, 
tell  down  thcmfclves  before  it  and  did  the 
like.  Their  Boa  is  which  they  call  Canoes^- 
are  all  of  a  Piece,  being  made  of  one  large 
long  Tree,  which  they  iiollow  with  fharp 
Stones  f  the  biggcll  of  thcni  will  hold  eighty 
Men.  Tho'  they  had  no  Knowledge  of 
Iron,  or  confequently  any  Tools  made  of  that 
Metal,  yet  their  Huts,  and  all  other  Things 
they  us'd  were  very  ingcnioufly  and  neatly 
wrought  and  contriv'd. 

The  Spatjiards  farther  underftood  by  Signs 
SMibâlsr  t^oÇç.  Indians  made,  that  not  far  from  their 
Ifland,  there  were  feveral  others  full  of  cruel 
and  Inhuman  Men,  who  fed  upon  Mens 
Flefh,  which  was  the  Rcafon,  why  they  fled 
as  foon  as  they  law  the  Europeans^  believing 
them  to  be  Canibals,  for  fo  they  call'd  thole 
Barbarous,  bloody  People  j  by  whom  they 
were   hunted  and  puiTu'd,    as  the  Deer  and 

Hares 
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Hares  are  by  the  Dogs,  to  devour  them. 
The  Cambah  caus'd  all  the  little  Infants  they 
took  to  be  gelt,  like  Cockrels,  or  Pigs,  to 
make  them  the  fatter  and  more  dainty 
Meat.  When  they  kill'd  Men,  they  imme- 
diatlyeat  the  Entrails,  the  Hands,  the  Feet 
and  all  the  Offal,  lalting  up  the  reft  to  keep. 
As  for  the  Women,  they  kill'd  none  of  them, 
but  kept  them  to  breed  on,  making  Slaves 
of  thofe   that  were  too  old. 

The  Inhabitants  of  thele  Iflands  had  the^^%'<'»' 
Ufc  of  Bows  and  Arrows,  to  defend  them- 
felves,  but  whenfoever  they  thought  the 
Canibals  were  coming,  they  all  fled  \  ten  of 
thcfe  Canibals  boldly  attacking  an  hundred 
of  the  others.  As  for  their  Religion,  no- 
thing could  be  ùnderftood  of  it,  but  that 
they  ador'd  the  Heavens,  the  Sun,  and  the 
Moon.  Inftead  of  Bread,  they  made  Ufe  of 
a  great  fort  of  Root,  not  much  unlike  om-Sred. 
Turneps.  They  have  another  kind  of  Root, 
which  they  cut  into  fmall  Pieces,  bruize  and 
mould  it  together,  and  from  it  comes  a 
Juice,  that  is  a  mortal  Poifon  to  fnch  as 
drink  of  it,  and  yet  of  the  Pulp  of  the  fame 
Roots  they  make  Bread  and  feed  on  it. 
There  is  alfo  a  fort  of  Grain  call'd  Maiz.^ 
as  big  as  Peafe  and  growing  on  very  thick 
Reeds ,  of  a  confid érable  Length.  The 
Iflanders  make  great  Account  of  this  fort 
of  Grain,  which  they  wear  as  an  Orna- 
ment at  their  Ears  and  the  End  of  their 
Nofe. 

Thcfe  People  have  no  Manner  of  Trade  or 
Commerce  with  other  Nations,  nor  do  they  "^ 
ever  go   out    of  their   own    Country.    The 
Spaniards  by  Signs  ask'd  them  in  what  Pans 

they 
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CoU,  they  found  the  Gold,  they  wore  at  their 
Kofes  and  Ears,  which  they  fhow'd  they 
found  on  the  Banks  of  certain  Rivers,  that 
fall  from  tlie  Mountains,  and  parted  the 
Gold  dufb  from  the  Sand.  Throughout  all 
TroduB.  that  Illand  there  were  no  foui footed  Beads 
but  only  a  fmall  fort  of  Rabbits,  and  Ser- 
pents of  a  Prodigious  Bignefs,  but  which 
do  no  Harm.  In  the  Woods  there  werç 
Abundance  of  white  Turtle  Doves,  with  red 
Heads.  Abundance  of  Maftick  grows  there. 
Aloes,  Cotton,  and  feveral  other  ufeful  and 
curious   Things. 

Columbus's   Defign  being  no  other  but  to 

S.  Do-    make  confid érable   Difcoveries  in   that    new 

iningo      World,  he  flill  went  farther  and  fa^thçr  and 

'Jf.ind.      found  an  Ifland,  which  he  call'd  Santo  Domingo^ 

becaufe  he  came  upon  it  on  a  Sunday  ;  not  far 

from  it  he  difcover'd  another  all  full  ofodori- 

ferousTrcc>,  but  faw  neither  Men,nor  Beads  in 

it,   only  Lizards    and  Alligators   of  a    Pro- 

"Mariga-  digious  Bignefs.  This  Ifland  they  call'd  Afariga- 

lante.       lante^  which,  notwithftanding  they!  faw  none, 

was  inhabited  by  Canlkds^  as  they  perceiv'd 

by  Tokens  and  underttood  by  the  Signs  the 

Inhabitants    of    Hifpaniela    made    to    them, 

having  brought  fome  thither,  to  fcrvc  them 

for  Interpreters.     Here  they  faw  Villages  of 

20,  and  30  Houfes,  all  Built  about  a  large 

Square.    Thefe   Huts  are   made    of    Wood 

and   covei'd  with    Leaves  of  Trees,   whicji 

the    Rain    cannot    beat    thro'.    Their    Beds 

were  hung  up    and    ftufF'd   with   Hay   and 

Rufhes.    The  Camhds    adore  the    Heavens, 

and    have    fome    Images    made    of  Cotton, 

which,  as  they  fay,  refemble  the  Devil,  whom 

ihey  often  fee   in  the  Night.    The  Cnnihals 

at 
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at  the  fiift  light  of  the  Europeans  betook^ 
themfelves  to  Flight,  with  all  their  might 
and  main.  In  their  Cottages  were  found 
thirty  Women  Prifoners,  whom  they  kept 
as  Slaves,  and  as  many  Boys  referv'd  to  be 
eaten.  In  their  Kitchens  there  were  the 
Limbs  of  human  Bodies  cut  off  and  ready 
to  be  roafted,  with  feveral  forts  of  Fowl. 
Round  about  their  Cottages  lay  abundance 
of  the  Arm  and  Leg  Bones  of  the  Men 
they  had  devour'd,  which  they  Iharpen'd  to 
make  Points  to  their  Arrows,  having  no 
Iron   among  them. 

In  the    Ifland   which  the  Spaniards  call'dGauda- 
Gaudalupe  there  are  fix  great  Rivers,  whofelupe. 
Banks  on   both  Sides    are  very    delightful. 
The  Parrots   are  as  thick  on   the  Trees,  as 
Sparrows  are  in  France.     Not  far  from  this 
Ifland,  they  faw  another,   which  was  only  in- 
habited by  Women,  who  had  to  do  with  the 
Canihals,      If  they  happen'd  to    bring  forth 
a  Male  Child  they  fent  it  away  to  the  Fa- 
ther -,    but  the   Daughters  they  kept  with 
them,  living  much  after  the  manner  that  is 
reported  of  the  Amaz^ous.    Thirty  Spaniards 
having  lain  a  long  Time  in  Ambufh  to  catch 
fome  Canibal^    at  length  fpy'd  a   Canoe,  inf'"'<-'5 
which  there  were  eight  Men  and    as  many^'^^'"'^' 
Women.    They  attack'd  them,  and  the  Bar- 
barians defended  themfelves  with  their  Bows 
and  Arrows,  at   which  they  are  very   dex- 
terous.   An  Indian   Woman  prefently  kill'd 
a  Spaniard   and    wounded   another.    There 
was  one    Woman    among  them,  whom  the 
reft  obey'd,  as  their  Sovereign,  and  fhe  had 
a  lufty  ftrong  Son,   of  a   fierce  and  terrible 
Afpedt.    They  were  both  taken  and  carry'd 

be- 
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before  Chrtfiopber  Columbm.  Their  Mien  was 
fo  frightful,  and  they  had  fuch  an  Air  of 
Cruelty  in  their  Looks,  that  there  was  no  be- 
holding them  without  fome  Concern. 

Several  After  fevcral  Voyages  and  Excurllons  from 
oj^S^f'  Q^Q  Place  to  another,  Columbia  return'd  with 
his  fmall  Fleet  to  Hijpaniola^  which  was  a- 
bout  five  hundred  Leagues  from  the  Coun- 
try of  the  Canibals^  where  he  was  concerii'd 
to  hear,  that  all  the  Spaniards  he  had  left 
in  that  Country  at  his  firft  Voyage,  were  dead, 
that  is,  had  been  kill'd,  by  the  neighbour- 
ing Nations,  who  fell  upon  t*hem  in  great 
Numbers.  It  was  thought  fit  to  build  a  fort 
ot  little  Town  and  Fort,  to  keep  thofe  Bar- 
barous People  in  Awe.  A  little  Church  was 
ereded,  where  Columbus  caus'd  Mafs  to  be 
fung  by  thirteen  Priefts,  on  the  Feaft  of  the 
Epiphany^  or  the  Twelfth  Day^  which  in  all 
likelyJiood  was  the  firll  Time  that  ever  thole 
Divine  Myfleries  were  Celebrated  in  the  New 
World. 

ATonm  Columbus  in  Purfuance  of  his  Proraife  to 
the  King  of  Spain^  of  fending  him  Informa- 
tion of  the  new  Difcovcries  he  made,  fent 
back  into  Spain  twelve  fmall  Ships  laden  with 
Commodities,  aad  fome  ingenious  Men,  who 
gave  a  particular  Rclatioh  of  all  that  had 
been  obferv'd  in  the  New  World,  till  the 
Year  1494.  Columbus  himfelf  on  whom  his 
Catholick  Majefty  had  conferr'd  the  Title  of 
Admiral  of  the  Weftern  Seas,  continued  in 
Hifpaaiola^  which  is  about  two  hundred  and 
twenty  Miles  in  Breadth,  and  fix  hundred  in 
Length  from  Eafl;  to  Weft,  the  Latitude  22 
Degrees  and  a  half.  The  Admiral  caus'd 
a  Town  to  be  built  on  a  little  HilJ,  in    the 

Midft 
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Midft  of  the  Ifland,  and  gave  it  the  Name 
of  Ifabella,  in  Honour  of  Ifabelle  or  Eliz.a- 
beth.  Queen  of  Spain.  At  the  Foot  of  this^^^"^^//"^ 
Hill  is  a  beautiful  Plain,  fixty  Miles  in  Length^^''"^^^-^* 
and  twenty  in  Breadth,  acrofs  which  feve- 
ral  Rivers  run  and  water  it,  rendring  it  ex- 
traordinary Fruitful  J  fo  that  Lettice,  Sor- 
rel and  other  Seeds  they  fcatter'd  along  the 
Banks  of  thofe  Rivers,  grew  up  and  came 
to  Maturity  in  fixteen  Days,  Melons,  Cu- 
cumbers, and  Pompions  were  fit  to  eat  in  fix 
and  thirty  Days,  and  they. prove  fo  delicious 
that  nothing  in  Europe  is  to  compare  to  them. 

The  moft  furprifing  Thing  of  all  was  that 
fome  Sugar  Canes  ftuck  into  the  Ground, 
grew  two  Fadom  high,  and  were  thorow 
ripe.  The  Vine  Plants,  the  fécond  Year, 
bore  very  good  Graces,  but  thin,  the  Soil 
being  two  exuberant.  By  way  of  Experi- 
ment they  fow'd  a  fmall  Sack  of  Wheat  in 
the  Beginning  of  February^  and  on  the  thir- 
tieth of  March,  which  prov'd  to  be  Eajler- 
Day^  they  offer'd  up  to  God  a  Sheave  of  ripe 
Ears,  as  the  firfl;  Fruits  of  that  little  Crop. 

The  Admiral  caus'd  his  new  Town  to  be 
Intrench'd  about,  to  defend  himfelf  againft 
any  Surprife,  or  ^Attempt  of  the  Indians. 
On  the  Twelfth  of  March,  he  fet  out  with 
twelve  Hundred  Horfe  and  Foot,  towards 
the  Country,  where  the  Gold  was,  and  came 
into  a  delightful  Plain,  water'd  by  feveral 
Rivers,  whofe  Sands  are  mix'd  with  Gold 
Duft.  They  advanced  farther  up  the  Conn-- 
try,  about  feventy  Miles,  where  they  built 
a  little  Gaftle,  and  call'd  it  Fort  S.  Thoyna^,  to  Port  S. 
ferve  them  for  a  fecure  Retreat,  for  the  Thomas 
better  difcovering  of  the  Secrets  and  Wealth 
of  the  Country.    He  gave  the  ladiaus  Whi- 

Itles 
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Hies  and  other  European  Baubles  in  Exchange 
for  Gold.  They  prefently  ran  to  the  Banks  of 
the  next  Rivers  and  return'd  in  a  Moment 
with  both  their  Hands  full  of  theGolden  Sands, 
which  fometimcs  afforded  an  Ounce  Weight. 
In  March  they  gathered  wild  Grapes,  of  aii 
excellent  Tafte,  which  the  Indians  made  no 
Account  of  Tho'  this  Ifland  is  ftony  and 
full  of  Mountains,  yet  it  is  always  cover'd 
with  Grafs  and  other  Greens,  which  when 
cut,  in  four  Days  run  up  again  the  Length 
of  a  Man's  Arm.  The  Reafon  of  thefe 
Things  is  plain,  becaufc  Abundance  of  Ri- 
vers run  athwart  thefe  Mountains,  and  wafn 
down  the  Gold  among  the  Sands.  The  Na- 
tives are  wonderfully  lazy  and  void  of  all 
Induflry^  in  fo  much,  that  in  Winter  they 
flarve  with  Cold  on  the/e  Mountains,  which  I 
they  might  eafily  prevent,  by  looking  out 
and  taking  Care  to  Gloath  themfelves. 


CHAP.    HI. 

Of  the  Rarities  founi  •  in  the  IJland  of 
Jamaica,  and  of  a  Harbour  capable  of 
contaimng  above  fifty  Sail^ 

Jamaica.     A  R'?/"^    Columbus  fet   out    with    three 
JTV  Ships  to  difcover  a  Country  which  is 
not  above  eighty  Miles  from  HifpamoU,  call'd 
Cuba.    By  the  Way  he  found  a  very  conve- 
nient Harbour,  which  he  call'd,  Port  S,  Ni- 
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choUi^  about  twenty  Leagues  from  Cuba.  Then 
turning  to  the  Southward  in  that  Bdy,  he 
difcover'd  Jamaica,  an  Ifland  bigger  than 
Sicily,  very  fruitful,  and  inhabited  by  Peo- 
ple much  more  Ingenious  and  Cunning  than 
the  other  Iflanders,  apter  to  learn  Mecha- 
nick  Arts  and  Martial  Exercifes.  They  us'd 
all  their  endeavours  to  hinder  the  Admi- 
ral and  his  Men  landing,  but  having  been 
worfted  in  all  their  Attempts,  they  at  laft 
became  his  Friends.  Tho'  the  Sea  abounds 
in  all  Sorts  of  Filh,  as  well  as  the  Rivers, 
yet  they  flight  it,  to  feed  only  upon  Ser- 
pents, which  they  reckon  more  dainty,  and 
preferve  them  for  their  King,  and  the  great- jv^n'vw. 
eft  Men.  The  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifland  are 
gentle  and  good  natur'd,  and  came  Aboard 
the  Spanifli  Ships,  without  any  Jealoufy  or 
Apprehenfion,  bringing  them  of  their  Bread, 
Coco  Kuts  full  of  Water,  and  exceflent  Fruit 
of  a  moft  fragrant  Scent.  They  Ihow'dthem 
a  River,  whofe  Water  was  naturally  fo  hot, 
that  there  was  no  holding  a  Man's  Hands  in 
it,  without  fcalding  them. 

The   People  of  this  Ifland  have    a   very  ^^      r 
peculiar  manner  of  Fifhing.     They  tie  a  fort  jX,;^, 
of  Fifii,  which  we  have  not  in  Eu'-ope,    and 
which   cannot  endure  the  Air,  to  their  Ca- 
noe, under  Water  -,  when  they  fpie   a  Tor- 
tife  or  other  great  Fifli  drawing  near  to  the 
Canoe,   they    let  loofc    this    Filh,    who   is 
us'd    to    that   Way    of  Management,   and 
Jhoots  out,   like   an   Arrow  out  of  a    Bow, 
it  clings  to   the  Tortife,  and  holds  fo  faft 
that  flîe  cannot  get  loofe ,  fo  that  the  Fifher- 
man  drawing  in  the  Line  to  which  that  Fifh 
is  made    faft,  his    Prey   follows  of  Courfe, 

which 
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which  he  lets  go  as  foon  as  ever  he  comes 
into  the  Air,  for  he  would  die  upon  the 
Spot,  were  he  not  immediately  thrown  into 
the  Water,  where  he  lies  concealed  to  catch 
more. 
J  tiotahk  The  Admiral  one  Day  caufing  Mafs  to 
ifjdiaa.  be  faid,  as  he  ufually  did,  he  received  a 
vifit  from  an  Indian^  of  fourfcore  Years  of 
Age,  who  feem*d  to  be  a  Man  of  Worth 
and  good  Senfe.  He  was  attended  by  fe- 
veral  Inàmns^  ftark  naked,  except  thofe 
Parts  which  Modefty  forbids  to  be  exposed 
to  publick  View.  He  direfted  his  Difcourfe 
to  Columbus^  which  was  expounded  by  an  In- 
dian he  kept  by  him,  and  ferv'd  him  for  an 
Interpreter,  his  Words  were  thefe.  We  are 
■?"  .  hiforrnd,  that  with  much  Labour  and  many 
"  *  Danger  s  y  you  have  dtjcover''d  jeveral  Countries  y 
before  unknown  to  you^  and  fpread  a  Terror  a- 
mong  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this  new  World, 
If  you  believe  y  as  we  do,  that  our  Souls^  when 
they  are  parted  from  our  Bodies^  take  Jeveral 
Way  s  y  cjuite  contrary  to  one  another  ^  whereof  the 
one  is  dark  and  dtfmal^  thro*  which  thoje  Souls 
are  led^  which  have  molcfled  and  diflurb^d  Alan- 
kind -^  the  other  Way  bright  and  glorious ^  jor 
feace^d'le  Souls^  who  have  always  lov^d  Peace 
and  Ouietnefs  ;,  /  conjure  you  not  to  do  wrong 
to  any  Man^  fmce  you  are  your  jelf  mortal^ 
and  do  expeH  the  Reward  of  your  Works. 
Colura-  '  Columbus  was  furpris'd  and  altogether  3^ 
"bm's  Jji-Homiïïd  at  this  Dircourfc  of  the  Old  Man's, 

""  vinc'd  of  all  he  told  him,  concerning  the 
"  future  State  of  Souls,  and  therefore  iiad 
"  Orders  from  the  Catholick  King  to  cul- 
"  tivate  Peace   with   the  Indianf^   to  protect 

"the 
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"the  Good,  to  punifli  the  Wicked,  and  to 
"  make  continual  War  on  the  Canihnls^  who 
*'  difturb'd  the  others  and  treated  them  with 
"  fo  much  Inhumanity.  That  he  had  no 
"  Caufe  to  fear,  for  himfelf  or  his  Friends, 
"  for  if  any  European  offer'd  them  the  leaft 
"  Wrong,  he  fhould  be  punifh'd  without  any 
"  Mercy.  This  Declaration  of  the  Admiral's 
was  fo  pleafing  to  the  Old  Man,  that  he  re- 
folv'd  to  follow  him  wherefoever  he  went, 
and  would  have  done  it,  had  not  the  Tears 
of  his  Wife  and  Children  diverted  his  De- 
iign.  Columbus  was  defirous  to  be  more  par- 
ticularly inform'd  concerning  the  Cuftoms 
and  Government  of  the  Indians  ^  whereupon 
the  old  Man  told  him,  by  Means  of  the 
Interpreter,  "  That  they  were  not  fubjeâ; 
"  to  any  Kings  or  Superiors,  that  the  anci-  cudoms 
"  cnteft  among  them  had  the  Dire<ftion  of^„^  ■^^„. 
"all  publick  Affairs,  and  that  they  ador'dww. 
"  the  Sun  after  this  Manner.  In  the  Morn- 
*'  ing  as  foon  as  the  Sun's  firft  Beams  begin 
"  to  appear,  the  Indians  repair  to  the  Sea 
"  Shores  and  the  Banks  of  Rivers  and  Springs, 
"  where  they  wafh  their  Hands  and  Faces, 
"  and  make  their  Obedience  to  that  glo- 
"rious  Star.  The  old  Men  meet  under 
"  the  Shade  of  the  largeft  and  thickeft 
"  Trees  near  their  Habitations,  where  they 
"  fit  quietly,  talking  and  converfing  together. 
"  The  young  People  have  the  Care  of  all 
"  Things  neceflary  for  the  Support  of  hu- 
"  man  Life,  as  Sowing  and  Reaping.  When 
"  the  Hgrveft  Time  is  come,  every  one  has 
"  Right  to  gather  as  much  Corn  as  is  ne- 
"  çeflary  for  him,  tho'  he  never  took  the 
"  Pains  to  fow  it  ,•   for  they  fay,  that  what- 

foever 
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"  foever  the  Earth  produces  oa^ht  to  be  a'à 
"common  to  all,  as  is  the  Ligl  t  of  the  Sun, 
"and  Moon,  or  the  Water  of  rhe  Rivers 
"or  Springs.  So  that  amono;  thcrr  you  will 
"  never  hear  anyone  fay,  This  is  ni're,  or 
"That  is  yours,  or  Thefe  are  the  Bounds 
"of  my  Eftate^  whence  it  follows  that  they 
"all  live  in  Peace  and  in  common,  Tike  the 
"  Children  of  one  Family,  without  the  Help 
"  of  Laws.  The  main  Thing  the  old  Men 
"  have  to  do,  is  to  inftruft  the  Youth  ^  and 
"  above  all  they  endeavour  to  inftill  Fru- 
"  gality  into  them,  and  to  be  fatisfyM  with 
"  what  they  find  in  their  own  Country  ^ 
"  for  which  Reafon  they  rarely  fuffer  Stran- 
"  gers  to  come  among  them,  to  introduce 
"  any  thing  that  is  new,  nor  do  they 
"  allow  their  own  People  to  travel,  or  go 
"  out  of  their  own  Country,  for  Fear  left 
"  they  (hould  afterwards  difturb  their  peace- 
"  able  Conltitution,  by  endeavouring  to  bring 
"  up  foreign  Cuftoms,  and  left  they  fhould 
"  learn  evil,  feeing  it  praâisM  by  others.  The 
"  Women  as  well  as  the  Men  meet  under 
"  the  Shady  Trees,  there  to  dance,  after 
"  their  Falhion,  ftudying  nothing  but  how 
'^  to  pleafe  themfelves. 


CHAF- 
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CHAP.    IV. 

What  Method  Columbus  made  Vfe  of  y 
to  oblige  the  Caciques  to  fay  Tribute 
to  the  KJng  of  Spain. 

THE  Admiral  obferving  that  the  Spaniards  j^iortiUtj 
he  had  brought  into  the  Indies  dy'd  there  0/  spar 
apace,  for  want  of  being  usM  to  the  Food  ofnUrdso 
the  Country,  refolv'd  to  take  a  Voyage  himfelf 
into  Spain^  to  get  Provifions  of  Wine,.  Cora 
and  other  Things  neceffiry  for  the  Support 
of  Life.  He  had  alfo  another  Motive  to 
undertake  that  Voyage,  which  was  to  pre- 
vent the  ill  Offices  that  might  be  done  him 
by  one  Peter  Margarita  a  Gentleman  belong- 
ing to  the  King  of  Spain^  who  was  gone  a- 
way  out  of  the  Indies^  with  fome  other 
Spaniards^  highly  incens'd  againit  Columbus. 
Before  he  would  leave  the  Country,  he 
thought  it  necelTary  to  appeafe  certain  Ca^ 
ciquesy  or  Indian  Petty  Kings,  who,  with 
much  Reafon,  made  grievous  Complaints  a- 
gainfl:  the  Spaniards^  on  account  of  their 
Infoléncy,  their  Rapine,  their  Violences  and 
the  Murders  they  committed.  The  better 
to  fucceed  in  his  Defign,  he  out  of  haad 
Marry'd  the  Indian  that  was  his  Interpre- 
ter, to  the  Siller  of  one  of  the  Principal  Ca- 
ciques in  the  Country..  He  fent  fifty  Soldi- 
dicrs  to  the  Relief  of  Fort  S.  Thomas,  then 
befieg'd  by  another  Cacique^  who  was  Lord 
of  the  Mountains,  from  whence  the  Gold 
was  brought.'  This  Cac  1  que  hsià  caus'd  fe- 
ral   Spmardi  to    be  flaughter'd,  for  which 
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Reafo  1  Columbia  was  very  defirous  either  t'cr 
take  him  alive,   or  elfe  to   perfwade  him  to 
come  to  him'.     The    Cacique  diffembling   his 
Defign,  pretended  to  be  very  willing  to  grant 
that  Interview,  thinking  that  would   be  an 
excellent    Opportunity  to    murder    Columbus 
and  all  that  were   with    him.     He  gathered 
all  the  Men  he  had,   and  fet  forward  with 
all  that   Retinue.     The  Jealoufy  concciv'd  of 
his   wicked  Defign,  feeing  him  come  attend- 
ed by  fuch  a  Multitude  of  Arm'd  Men,  was 
the  Occafion  of  laying  an  Ambufh  for  him, 
where   he  was   taken,    put   into  Irons,   and' 
prcfented   to  the  Admiral.     There   was   In- 
clination enough  to  do  the  fame  by  all  the 
Ctiticjues  and  Lords  of  the  Ifland,  but  it  ap- 
pear'd     that    all   the  Indiatis  were  ftarving, 
.  .   r  and    that    above    50000    had  already  dy'd,- 
Jniuns.    through  their  own  Fault,  becaufe  they  would 
not    ibw   their    Lands,    or     gather    in  the 
Harvcft    there  was,  hoping    by  that  means 
to  oblige  the  F.uro^eans  to  quit  the  Country, 
as  wanting  Subliftancc.     They  had  alfo  pull'd 
up  all   the   Phnts  and    Roots  they  us'd    to 
make  Bread  of, efpecially  about  the  Mountains, 
where  the  Gold  was  found  ^  as  perceiving  that 
was  the  Principal  Occafion  of  the  Chriftians 
coming  into  the  IVefl  Indies. 

The  better  to  keep  them  ih  Subjeftion, 
Columbus  caus'd  a  new  Fort  to  be  built,  • 
which  he  call'd  the  Conception^  feated  on  a 
Hiil  abounding  in  all  Things  necelTary  for 
Humane  Life.  Thefe  Forts  made  the  /«- 
Maris  quite  defperate,  as  fearing  they  Ihould 
entirely  lofe  their  Liberty.  A  certain  C4- 
cifjue^  to  gain  the  Favour  of  Columbus^  pre- 
fcntçd  him  with  a  Grain  of  Natural  Gold' 
wbkh   was   in   Shape    like  a  Pea,   weighed- 

twenty 
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twenty  Ounces,   and   was  fent   to  the  King 
of  Spain.     The   Infolencics   and  Rapines    of 
the  Europeans  redtjc'd    the   Indians  to   very 
great  Diftrefs,  and   the  Admiral  to  appeafe 
them   caus'd  all  the  Caciques    in  the  Country  ^^r?^^' 
to  be  alTemblcd,  whom  he  proinis'd,  that  for  mJwt. 
the   Time  to  come,  he   woidd   not  allow  his 
Men    to  range    about    all    their  Iflarid  and 
plunder  the  Indians^  under  Pretence  of  feek- 
ing  for  Gold,    upon  Condition  that  the  In- 
dians v/ould  pay  a  certain  Tribute  at  fo  much 
a    Head   to  the  Spaniards.     The  Inhabitants 
of  the  Mountains  oblig'd  themfelves  to  bring. 
into    the  SpaniJJi  Towns  a  Number  of  Mea- 
fures    of    Gold.     Thofe    who  dwelt  in  the 
plains    undertook   to    furnidi  Cotton,  a  fct 
Quantity  of  other  Commodities  and  fuch  Pro-* 
vifions  as  the  Country  afforded. 
;  The  Caciqusy   who   was  Prifoner    made  it^S^t^f/, 
l7is  whole  Study  by  Day   and  Night   to  get 
Out    of   that   Thraldom.     He  '  contriv'd    to 
have  five  thoufand  Indians^  arm'd  after  their 
Manner  but  naked,  come  under  the  Command 
of  one  of  his  Brothers  to  attack  the  Spaniards 
vyith  Bows  and    Arrows,   Clubs,  and  Spears 
pointed  at  the   Ends  with  (harp  Stones,  in- 
ftead,    of    Iron.     Thçy    encamp'd    about    a 
Bow  Shot  from  the  Spaniards^  divided  them- 
felves into  fiv^:  Batallions,  aHigning  each  of 
them  the  Poft  he  was  to  make  good,  at  a   Di- 
ftance  from  one  another  drawn  up  in  a  Semi- 
Circle-    He  that  commanded    gave    Orders 
they    (hould    all    move    together    upon    the 
Signal    given,    (houting   at    the  fame   Time 
and  endeavouring  to  hem   in  their  Enemies 
on  alt  Sides,, who  were  but  a  fmall  Kumberj 
a^nd  therefore  thinking  it  better   to  eûconn- 
ter  sVery  E^atklliôn  by  it  feU'^  than  to  ft  ay, 
f  z  rilT' 
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ttU  they  were  all  joia'd,  fell  upon  the  greatefl: 
of  them,  as  they  were  advancing  on  the 
Plain.  The  Horfe  gave  fuch  a  furious 
Charge^  that  the  poor  naked  Indians  were 
not  able  to  ftand  the  Shock,  but  being 
broken  and  worfted  they  betook  themfclves 
to  Flight.  The  others  feeing  their  Com- 
panions routed,  made  away  to  hide  them- 
lêlves,  on  the  highefl:  Mountains,  whence 
they  fent  Deputies  to  the  Spaniards,  pro- 
mifing  to  perform  whatfoever  they  fhould 
impofé  on  them,  provided  they  might  be 
allow'd  the  liberty  of  living  peaceably  in 
their  Houfes,  which  was  readily  granted 
them.  The  Cacique's  Brother  was  taken  Pri- 
foncr  and  both  of  them  fent  into  Spain,  for 
the  Catholick  King  to  fee  them  j  but  they 
dy'd  about  half  VVay,  for  meer  Grief  and 
Defpair. 
jIterribJe  I"  J""''  there  happcn'd  the  moll  furious 
Stcnn-  Tempclt  in  this  Province,  that  has  ever 
been  heard  of.  A  violent  Storm  of  Wind 
drove  before  it  a  Parcel  of  thick  Clouds, 
covering  the  Space  for  five  or  fix  Leagues 
in  the  Air,  and  Co  entirely  darkning  the 
Sky  that  there  was  no  more  Light  than  in 
the  blackcft  Winter  Night  -,  bating  that 
there  was  fuch  dreadful  Lightning  as 
feem'd  to  threaten  a  general  Conflagration, 
and  the  Noife  of  the  Thunder  was  fo  hi- 
deous that  one  would  have  thought  all  the 
Elements  were  at  Wars  with  one  another. 
Wheiefoever  the  impetuons  Blafts  reached, 
they  tore  up  the  largeft  Trees  and  carry'd 
them  thro'  the  Air  with  all  their  Roots. 
riie  Wind  pull'd  up  great  Stones  on  the 
Tops  of  the  Mountains  and  threw  them 
.fbout  every  Way,  which  made  fuch  incre- 
dible 
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dible  Havock,  and  fo  aftonifhing  a  Noife, 
that  the  moft  undaunted  Courages  were 
ready  to  expire  with  Anîazement  at  the 
Horrors  they  heard  and  faw.  In  this  dif- 
mal  Confufion,  no  Man  knew  where  to 
hide  himfelf,  that  his  Life  might  be  in  fafety, 
there  being  nothing  to  be  feen  on  all  Hands 
but  amazing  Reprefentations  of  Death.  Molt 
of  the  Houfes  were  beaten  down,  by  the 
Stones  that  fell  from  the  Mountains,  and 
the  reft  overthrown  by  the  Wind.  Many 
of  the  Inhabitants  were  crulh'd  and  bury'd 
in  the  Ruins  ^  fome  of  the  more  fortunate 
retir'd  into  Dens,  where  the  Storm  had  lefs 
Power.  Three  Ships  of  the  Admirals  that 
lay  at  Anchor  in  the  Harbour  were  fwal- 
low'd  up  with  all  the  Men  and  whatfoever 
elfe  belong'd  to  them.  The  Hurracane  turned 
them  about  three  Times  and  then  they 
funk  downright.  That  Sea,  which  never 
Ebbs  or  Flows,  rifes  or  falls,  nor  ever  fwells 
above  its  Banks,  that  are  continually  cover'd 
with  Grafs  and  Flowers,  now  fweli'd  fo 
high  during  the  Tempelt,  that  the  Waters 
fpread  themfelves  every  Way  over  the 
Fields,  for  above  two  Leagues.  When  the 
fury  of  the  Wind  which  had  lafted  three 
Hours  began  to  abate,  and  the  Sun  to  ap- 
pear, the  Indians  came  out  fo  much  amaz'd 
and  afrighted,  that  they  quak'd  and  ftar'd 
like  Men  belide  themfelves,  gazing  upon 
one  another,  without  fpeaking  one  Word  ^ 
and  being  at  laft  fomewhat  recovered  out 
of  that  Aftonifhment,  declar'd,  that  fo  mon- 
ftrous  a  Hurracane  had  not  been  known  ia 
the  Memory  of  Man.  They  were  fully 
perfwaded,  that  God  feeing  the  Mifçhiefs, 
the  Inipieties,  the  Profanations,  and  the 
Ç  3  InjuHice 
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Iiijaflice  Chriftians  were  guilty  of  in  that 
Illand,  had  fent  that  Storm  to  punilh  them; 
and  that  the  Earth,  the  Water  and  all  the 
Elements  had  confpir'd  againft  them  to  re- 
venge the  ï?idi(ini^  whofe  Peace  they  were 
Lonie  to  diflurb,  tho'  they  had  never  done 
them  anv  wrcn^,. 
_  B.irtholoimw  Columbus^  Brother  to  the   Ad- 

iuUt.  '  niiral,  having  found  fome  Ditches  as  deep 
as  Wells,  whence  they  drew  abundance  of 
Gold,  caus'd  a  fmall  Fort  to  be  erected  clofc 
by,  and  call'd  it,  the  CajïU  of  Gold  He 
alfo  built  another,  and  gave  it  the  Name 
of  Santo  Domingo^  or  S.  Dominick^  becaufe  he 
came  to  it  on  a  Sunday.  There  is  an  excel- 
lent Harbour,  at  the  Foot  of  the  Hill,  on 
which  that  Fortrefs  was  built,  at  the  Mouth 
of  a  very  great  River,  aboundinn;  in  all  forts 
of  Fifh,  and  its  Banks  very  delightful  with 
all  forts  of  Verdure  grov\^ing  on  them,  and 
Abundance  of  ftately  Trees.  1  ravellers  may 
there  gather  Choice  of  Fruit,  which  is  a  great 
îlefrertiment. 
Xaragua  The  Svaniardi  advancing  about  thirty 
]provifh-e.  Leagues  into  the  Country,  difcover'd  the 
River  N'^tiha^  near  which  one  of  the  famouf- 
eft  CMi(]ues  in  the  Ifland  liv'd.  He  was  aj:- 
tended  by  a  great  Multitude  of  Indians^  iù- 
teftding  to  fubdue  the  other  Cncicjues  and 
neighbouring  People.  This  Man's  little  Do- 
minion is  call'd  Xaragtia.,  and  is  all  a  moun- 
tainous Country,  where  there  is  no  Gold. 
The  Cacicjue  whofe  Name  was  A'^'^couchoa^ 
feemg  the  Europeans.,  laid  down  his  Arms 
and  came  to  confer  with  their  General,  de- 
claring he  would  live  friendly  with  them. 
He  ask'd  what  it  was  they  aim'd  at,  and 
fceing  told  they  would  have  him  to  pay  Tri- 
bute 
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bute  to  the  King  of  Spain^  as  the  other  C<f- 
ciqves  A'ldi.  He  anfwer'd,  /  */?o?'^k  that  you 
Europeans  had  come  imo  the  Indies  only  to 
look  for  Gold^  and  my  Country  does  not  produce 
one  Grain  •,  hut  on  the  other  Hand  it  abounds  in 
Cotton^  which  I  am  voilling  you  JJjaM  have  Share 
of.  Having  agreed  upon  thefe  Terms,  the 
Cacique  conduâ:ed  the  Spaniards  to  the  Place 
where  he  kept  his  Court,  and  gave  them  tlie 
beft  Entertainment  he  could.  Among  other  ^^^Cz' 
things  he  fhew'd  them  thirty  very  beautiful  J^^^"^^£ 
young  Women,  that  were  his  Concubines  •,§p2Q-aj^ 
the  Maidens  were  ftark  naked,  thofe  he  had 
lajn  with  wore  a  Clout  before  thofe  Parts 
which  ought  to  be  cover'd.  The  Maids 
wore  their  Hair  hanging  loofe  on  their 
Shoulders,  and  a  Cotton  Ribbon  a- 
bout  their  Foreheads.  Their  Complexion 
was  a  fort  of  Olive  Colour.  In  their  Hands 
they  had  Branches  of  Palm  Tree,  and  came 
out  to  meet  the  Governour  with  great  To- 
kens of  Joy.  The  Europeans  had  Meat  pro- 
vided for  them,  every  one  W3S  lodg'd  accor- 
ding to  his  Quality,  and  they  lay  on  hang- 
ing Beds  made  of  Cotton,  Y*^hich  we  call 
Hammacks.  The  next  Day  they  were  con- 
duAed  into  a  large  Hall,  where  the  Indians 
were  wont  to  celebrate  their  Feftivals  ^ 
there  they  had  Sports  of  Dancing,  after  their 
Manner,  but  much  unlike  ours.  That  done, 
they  went  out  into  a  great  Plain,  where 
appeared  two  Bodies  of  Men,  arm'd  with 
Darts  and  Arrows,  and  drawn  up  in  Battel^ 
by  Order  of  the  Cacique.  By  the  Fiercener; 
of  their  Looks,  a  Man  would  have  thought 
they  had  been  mortal  Enemies.  The  Pri"ze 
of  the  Battel  and  Viâory  was  a  Woman 
and  her  Children,  and  the'  that  was  but  in 
F  4  Jeft. 
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Je  ft  to  divert  the  Europeans  ^  yet  four  Mem 
were  immediately  kill'd  upon  the  Spot,  and 
feveral  wounded,  and  much  more  Harm  would 
liave  been  done,  had  not  the  Cacique  been  dé- 
fi r'd  to  caufe  the  Battle  to  ceafe. 


CHAP.  V. 

The  Defer iption  of  the  Wife  of  a  Cacique, 
■    the    great  Swny  jbe  had  among  the   In- 
dians, and  horv  kindly  jhe  entertained  the 
Europeans. 


w 


HEN  the  Admiral  Columbus  returned 
into  Spain  to  give  his  Cathollck  Ma- 
jefly  an  Account  of  the  Difcoveries  he  had 
made  in  the  New  World,  and  of  the  great 
Advantages  the  People  of  Europe  might  find 
therein  for  the  Advancement  of  Trade,  he 
took  along  with  him  in  his  Ships  the  Ca- 
cicfue  Cannoboa,  who  was  fufpedted  to  have 
maffacrtd  many  Spaniards^  during  the  Ab- 
fence  of  Columbta  \  but  that  Cacicjue  dy'd  at 
N'otablr  Sea  before  lie  reach'd  Spain.  His  Widow 
jHianiVo-who^c  Name  was  Jlnacaona^  which  fignifies, 
man,  Elower  of  Gold,  after  her  Husband's  Death, 
leturn'd  to  live  with  her  Brother  the  Cacique 
Anacaiichoa,  who  was  very  well  affefted  to- 
wards the  Chriftians.  This  '  young  Widow 
Was  reckon'd  the  grcatcfb  Beauty  in  all  the 
Ifland  'Hifpaniola^  and  'flie  had  as  much  Wit 
as  Form  and  good  Carriage.  Her  excellent 
Qualificatioas   procured  her  fo  great  an  Af- 

cendant 
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cendant  over  the  Jnaians^  that  Ihe  govern'd 
her  Brother's  Dominions  with  abfolute  Au- 
thority. She  perfwaded  him  always  to  keep 
up  a  good  Underftanding  with  the  Eurc 
feans^  and  never  to  give  them  any  Caufeto 
complain  or  be  diflatisfyM  v/ith  hirp,  lay- 
ing before  him  her  HusbandV  Misfortunes, 
who  had  ruin'd  himfelf  by  his  ill  Con- 
duâ:. 

This  Cacique  and  his  Sifter,  being  inîorm' à i(ecepùon 
of  the  Governour's  Arrival,  went  to  meet°/'*^^'^ 
him,  with  a  numerous  Train  of  Men  and^^''"°"''* 
Women,  Singing  and  Dancing.  Six  Judiam 
carry'd  the  Cacique  on  their  Shoulders.  He 
was  quite  naked,  except  his  Privities  which 
were  cover'd  with  a  curious  Piece  of  Cotton 
Cloth.  His  Sifter  was  carry'd  in  the  like 
manner,  on  the  Shoulders  of  fix  Indians^ 
clad  in  a  very  fine  Cotton  Robe,  with  Gar- 
lands of  red  and  white  Flowers  on  her  Head, 
and  on  her  Arms.  Her  engaging  Mien,  and 
a  Sort  of  Majefty,  which  appeared  in  her 
Perfon,  mçde  it  eafie  to  difcern,  that  flie 
was  above  ail  the  reft.  As  fi3on  as  they  fpy'd 
the  Governour,  they  order'd  thofe  who  car- 
ry'd, to  fet  them  down,  made  him  pro- 
found Obeyfance,  and  conduâed  him  to  a 
Houfc  where  they  had  laid  up  the  Tribute, 
which  thirty  Caciques  had  ingag'd  to  pay  to 
the  Sj^aniards^  to  fecure  their  Friend  ftiip. 
Among  the  Tribute  there  were  Abundance 
of  Loaves,  made  of  Maiz,  or  India?t  Wheat, 
iand  feveral  ftrange  Creatures,  which  are 
found  in  that  Iftand,  all  Sorts  of  Fifli  rea- 
dy Rofted  to  preferve  them  fweet*,  and  a- 
mong  the  Fifh,  feveral  great  Serpents  or 
Snakes,  hideous  to  behold,  and  with  very 
fliarp  Teeth.  The  indians  eat  them  with 
•'      :  aa 
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an  extraordinary  Gult,  reckning  them  the 
moft  delicate  and  agreeable  Meat  in  the 
World  ;  but  the  Chriftians  could  not  be 
prevail'd  upon  to  touch  them,  loathing  to 
fee  the  Indians  feed  fo  greedily  on  thofc 
Infeds.  Abundance  of  other  Sorts  of  Dilhcb 
were  ferv'd  up  to  them,  nothing  contemi 
tible,  and  in  great  Plenty.  The  Governoii 
fat  at  a  Table  by  himfelf,  near  the  Cnciq? 
and  his  Sifter.  The  Table  was  no  other  thi,. 
a  great  Cotton  Cloth  fpread  upon  the  Grounl, 
about  which  Table-Cloth,  inllead  of  Cuflii- 
ons,  they  had  plac'd  Heaps  of  very  large 
Leares  of  Odoriferous  Trees.  Every  Time 
the  Servants  brought  on  a  freÛi  Courfe, 
they  prefentcd  the  Gucfts  with  fome  of 
thofe  fame  Leaves,  to  wipe  their  Fingers. 
Anacaona  who  was  as  Courteous  and  Po- 
imertL  ^^^^»  ^^  could  be  expeded  from  her  Indian 
pfjjf.  Education,  beheld  the  Governour  with  a- 
morous  and  languilhing  Eyes,  and  in  her  O- 
pinion  he  was  the  handfomeft  Man  Ihe  had 
yet  feen  among  the  Chriftians.  Being  very 
witty  and  free,  ftie  difcours'd  about  lèverai 
pleaiing  and  agreeable  Subjects  and  put  Que- 
ftions  to  him,  by  means  of  the  Interpreter. 
She  told  him  ftie  was  fully  convinc'd,  that 
the  European  Women  far  exceeded  all  others 
in  Beauty,  fince  the  Men  difFer'd  fo  much  from 
all  others  in  their  Mien  and  Behaviour,  there- 
fore (he  defir'd  he  would  tell  her  the  Rea- 
fons  that  mov'd  him  to  leave  fuch  charming 
Creatures,  to  go  feek  out  fuch  ugly  ones 
among  the  Indians.  When  the  Snakes,  drefs'd 
after  their  manner,  were  ferv'd  up,  ftic 
prefented  him  with  a  Tail  of  one  of  them, 
iayiflg,  in  a  moft  obliging  Manner,  that  Ihe 

dcf^'d 
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defir'd  he  would  eat  it  for  her  Sake.  The  ^^^i'^'°«« 
Governour,  who  already  admir'd  the  Charms  "* 
of  that  Woman,  to  plcafe  her,  accepted  of 
the  Prefent,  and  put  fome  of  it  into  his 
Mouth,  chewing  it  lightly,  much  againft  his 
Stomach  ;  but  when  he  had  once  tafted  and 
found  the  Relifh  of  that  Meat,  he  was  fo 
taken  with  its  Delicacy  and  agreeable  Sa- 
vour, that  for  the  future  he  never  car'd 
to  eat  any  thing  but  thofe  Serpents,  call'd 
TvAnas.  The  other  Spaniards  obferving  what 
the  Governour  did»  fell  on  as  well  as  he, 
and  prov'd  all  of  his  Opinion,  unanimoufly 
affirming,  that  the  Flefh  of  thofe  Serpents 
or  Snakes  far  exceeded  the  belt  Pheafants  and 
Partridges  in  Europe.  But  being  inform'd 
that  the  Delicacy  ot  them  depended  chief- 
ly on  the  Manner  of  Drefljng,  the  Gover» 
nour  would  be  iaform'd  of  the  Indians  hovjT 
they  did  it.  They  told  him,  that  as  fooa 
as  ever  thofe  Creatures  were  taken,  they 
ripp'd  them  up,  to  take  out  their  Intrails, 
then  wafh'd  them  very  clean,  took  off  all 
the  Scales  as  clear  as  poffible.  Then  they 
laid  the  Snakes  at  their  full  Length  into  a 
great  Earthen  VelTel,  made  on  purpofe,  with 
it  a  little  Water,  and  fome  of  the  Pepper 
fhat  grows  in  the  liland.  The  Serpents  thus 
order'd  are  put  to  the  Fire  and  boil'd  a  long 
Time,  to  draw  from  them  a  Liquor,  which 
is  very  thick  and  delicious.  The  Wood  us'd 
for  boiling  them  is  odoriferous  and  never 
fniokes.  The  Governour  was  farther  in- 
form'd  that  the  Eggs  of  thofe  Snakes  boil'd 
were  of  an  excellent  Talte,  and  would  keep 
^  long  Time. 

After 
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Cur'mt     After  this  Difcourfe  and  much  to  the  like 
Beàs,        purpofe,    tlie    Spaniards  were    conducled   to 
the  Chambeis  provided    for  them   to  take 
their   Reft.    The    Beds    were    hanging  and 
made  of  Cotton.    The  fprightly  Anacaona  had 
caus'd  Nofegays  of  Flowers,  of  all  Sorts  of 
Colours  to  be  hung  about  them,  which  fpread 
a    delightful  Odour.    Then    fhe   withdrew 
herfelf  into  another  Apartment,  with  feve- 
ral   Indian   Women,  who    attended   her  as 
Slaves.    When  all   the  Cotton,  Bread,  and 
other  Things,   which  the  Caciques  were   to 
pay  by  way  of  Tribute    were    brought  to- 
gether the  Governour  order'd  a  Ship  from 
Fort  Jfabella  and  fent  it   to  Xaragua.     That 
Ship    was   a    great    Novelty    among    thofe 
Indians.  An'kcaona   had  the   Curiofity   to   fee 
it.  In  the  Way  to  the  Sea  Port,  Ihe  muft  pafs 
thro'  a  fmall  Town,  where,  all  hcrTreafure 
Indian  lay,  which  did  not  confift  in  Gold  or   pre- 
Jreafure.  cious  Stones,  or  other  Jewels  of  Value,  but 
in  all  forts  of  VefTels  and  Utenfils  for  the 
Ufe  of  Men,  as  Difhes,  Plates,  Porrengers, 
all  of  them  made  of  a  curious  Cole  Black, 
glofly  and  Ihining  fort  of  Wood,  on  which 
Serpents  and  Flowers  were  very  artificially 
Painted  in  their  natural  Colours.    She  gave 
the  Governour  fixty   of  thofe   Veflels,   and 
fourteen  Walking-Sticks  of  the  fame  Wood, 
painted  like   the   other   Things.    All   thefé 
were  wrought  in  the  Ifland  of  Guanaba^  with 
Stones  found  in  the  River,   which  are  very 
Iharp.    She  alfo  gave  him  four    Parcels   of 
very  fine  fpun  Cotton,  of  all   forts  of  Co- 
lours, to  make  Cloth  of. 
I  d'ans     ^^^  Cacique  caus'd   two   painted   Canoes 
âimir\  a,  ^°   ^^   brought  to  the  Shore,   the   one  for 
ski2»       himfelf  aad  his  Retinue,  the  other  for  his 
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Sifter  and  the  Women  belonging  to  her  ", 
but  fhe  would  needs  go  alone  in  the  Gover- 
nour's  Boat,  aboard  the  Ship,  and  Jeft  her 
Women  in  the  Canoe.  Before  they  came 
Co  the  Ship,  upon  a  Signal  made  by  the 
Governour,  all  the  Cannon  was  fir'd.  The 
Noifc  of  the  great  and  fmall  Shot,  which 
was  redoubled  by  the  Eccho  from  all  the 
Adjacent  Hollows  of  the  Rocks  and  Moun- 
tains, the  Fire  and  the  Smoke,  which  darkned 
the  Air,  altogether  terrify'd  AnacAona  and^ 
her  Retinue,  in  fo  much  that  Ihe  fwooned 
away  in  the  Governour's  Arms.  The  other 
Indians  were  no  lefs  fcar'd  and  thought  the 
whole  Frame  of  the  World  had  been  dif- 
folv'd.  The  Governour  encourag'd  them, 
and  as  foon  as  that  Noife  was  over,  ano- 
ther much  more  agreeable  was  heard  of  Fifes, 
Trumpets,  and  Drums,  which  was  very  plea- 
iing  to  the  Indians.  The  Governour  handed 
AnacMna  up  into  the  Ship,  conduded  her 
thro'  all  the  Decks  and  Cabbins,  and  fhow'd 
her  all  that  was  remarkable  in  it.  The 
Cacique  went  aboard  too,  with  his  Lidiam, 
who  thought  they  could  never  fufficiently  view 
and  admire  fo  many  Things  they  had  ne- 
ver feen  the  like  of  before.  The  Anchors 
were  weigh'd  and  all  the  Sails,  Colours  and, 
Streamers,  let  go  in  the  Air.  That  rfnufual* 
Spectacle  fi'lld  them  again  with  Amazement, 
obferving  that  fuch  a  vafl:  Body  raov'd  of 
it  felf,  and  without  the  Help  of  Men.  The 
Governour  having  prefented  the  Cacique  and" 
his  Sifter  difmis'd  them.  Anacaona  fhow'd 
much  Concern  to  depart,  and  conjur'd  the 
Governour  to  ftay  a  few  Days  longer  with 
them,  or  elfe  to  take  her  along  with  him  \ 
but  he,  to  comfort  her,  promis'd  to  return 
very  fpeedily.  The 
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ViUdfties     The  Admiral,  at  his  Departure  for  S^ai», 
r^oWal  ^^^^  ^°^  Roldayi^  who  had  been  his  Servant^ 
^  °  ^"in  Fort  IfabeUn.    This  Man  grown  infolent 
with  his  good  Fortune,  fell  to  ranging  about 
the  Ifland,  robbing  all  Places  where  he  came, 
taking   away  the  Gold,   the  Provifions  and, 
whatfpever  elfe  he   found   in  the  Houfes  of 
the  Indians^   by  Force,   ufing   all  manner  of 
Violence  towards    the    Women    and    young 
Maids,  and  doing  all  the  Mifchief  that  ever 
he  could    think   of.     The   Cacique  Cuarmiefé^ 
vyho  was  naturally  well  afFe(fted  towards  the 
EurofeAns^  no  longer  able  to  endure  the  Vil- 
lanies  and  Oppreffions  of  that  bafe  Man  and 
his  Followers,  fled,  with  ail  his  Subjeds  into 
the  Mountains,  the  Inhabitants  whereof  are. 
caird  Ciguages  and  thought  to  be  defcended 
from  the   CanihaU^   becaufc  they  devour   all 
the  Prifoners  they  take  in  War.   Cuarionefe 
reprefented    to  them    and  their   Cacique  all" 
the   ill    Ufage    he   had    receiv'd    from    the 
Sparji^rds^  whom  he  was  never  able  to  make 
more  tradable  by  his  Submiiïion  and  Prefents, 
tho'  he  us'd  all  Means  to  oblige  them,  that, 
they    might    fufTer    him    and    his  People  to 
live  in  Peace  and    Tranquility.     Mayabonefe 
the  C.xiiqve  of  the  Ciguages^  receiv'd  his  ncwr 
Gucfls,  the  Fugitives,  with  all  poffible  Cour- 
tefy   aAd   Kindnefs,   promifing  them  all  the 
Afliftance  he  was  able,  againft  their  Perfc- 
cutors  and  the  common   Enemy.  : 

Ait  Info.  T"'^^  Governour  was  much  furpris'd  to  find' 
Imc,  Things  in  this  Condition  at  his  Return,  and 
the  Minds  of  the  Indians  fo  much  alienated 
from  the  Chriftians.  He  feverely  check'd 
Rold,w^  who  had  been  the  Caufe  of  all  thofe 
Diforders,  and  rommittcd  fuch  Infolcncies,; 
Robberies   and    Barbarities  throughout  that 
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Part  of  the  Ifland,  that  the  Natives,  who 
Were  naturally  meek  and  fubmiflive,  were 
not  able  to  endure  him.  Roldan,  inflead  of 
owning  his  Fault  and  the  Bafenefs  of  his 
Behaviour,  anfwer'd  the  Governour  in  a 
haughty  brutal  Manner,  That  he  was  very  reel! 
inform  d^  the  Admiral  his  Brother  was  dead  \ 
that  his  Catholick  Majefty  made  not  the  leafi 
Account  of  the  Difcoveries  in  that  new  World  ^ 
that  the  Spaniards  there  were  fiarving  for  Hun- 
ger^ which  oblig'd  them  to  feeJt  out  for  Subfi~ 
fiance  in  all  Places^  where  any  was  to  be  found  - 
and  that  in  Jhort^  they  were  refolv'd  for  the 
future  to  live  Free  and  obey  no  Man,  Thcfe 
audacious  Expreflions  highly  provok'd  the 
Governour,  who  would  have  put  him  to 
Death  for  prefuming  to  talk  to  him  in  that 
infolent  Manner  ^  but  Roldan  fled,  with  fixty 
Men,  to  the  fartheft  Part  of  the  Province 
of  Xaragua^  where  he  robb'd  all  Places  where- 
foever  he  came,  carrying  away  by  Force  all 
he  found  that  was  for  his  Turn,  ravifhing 
all  the  Women,  and  murdering  fuch  as 
would  not  confent  to  his  brutal  Luft,  with- 
out any  Remorfe,  or  thought  of  Chriftianity, 
as  believing  there  was  none  in  the  llland 
that  could  call  him  to  Account  for  all  his 
Viilanies» 
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CHAP.    VI. 

Of  the  D  if  cover)  of  &  Urge  Country  y  in^ 
ha,biteel  by  a  very  feAcexble  and  cour- . 
teous  VeopUy  and  abounding  in  Gold^ 
and  Pearls, 


liibtSion.  WT^^^^  Things  were  in  this  Pofture  ia 
VV  the  Ifland  Hlfpaniola,  his  Catholick^ 
Majefty  order'd  ten  Ships  to  be  fitted  out 
/or  Admiral  Columhfn,  to  carry  Provifions  in- 
to the  new  World.  Two  of  thcfe  Ships' 
fent  before  the  reft,  arriv'd  at  the  farthcft 
Part  of  the  Province  of  À''aragua,  whither, 
Roldan  above  mention'd,  and  the  reft  of  the 
Rebels  were  withdrawn ,  who  perfw'aded 
thofe  who  came  in  them,  flot  to  own  the 
Govcrnour's  Authority,  promifing  that  in- 
Itead  of  the  Troubles  and  Hardlhips  they 
were  like  to  endure,  under  his  Command^ 
by  joyning  with  them,  they  ftiould  enjoy  all 
forts  of  Plcafure,  and  enrich  themfclves  with 
the  Plunder  of  the  Indians.  Thefe  fpecious' 
Promifes  dcbanch'd  them,  and  they  agreed 
to  divide  the  Provifions  they  brought  from 
Europe  among  them,  and  to  acknowledge 
Rold.w  for  their  Commander  and  Chief.  Tho' 
they  were  fatisfy'd  that  it  could  not  be  long 
before  the  Admiral  muft  arrive  with  his. 
Squadron,  yet  they  forbore  not  to  commit 
Abuadincc  of  Outrages  and  Inhumanities 
throughout  the  ifland,  as  far  as  they  could' 
reach^  without  any  Remorfe  or  Apprehen- 
lîoa. 

Oil' 


of  Voyages  dnd  Travels.  8i 

Oa  the  other    Hand,    the  Cacique  Guari-  Mminl 
fioefe^    ftcondçd  by  A'f ay ahomfe  and  his  Forces  ^^,? '*''''"' 
every  now    and    then     came  down  like   a  rici^f"^^ 
Torrent  upon  the   Sfnrnards^  and  the  Indians 
their    Confederates,    killing    and   deOiroying' 
all  that  fell  into  their   Hands.     At  the  fame 
Time   that    thefe    Troubles    diftraâed    the 
new    World,    the    Admiral    fet    fliii   from 
S.  Lucar  on  the  eight  and  twentieth  of  A^ay, 
in    the  Year    1498^   fteering  his    Courfe  to 
the  Southward,    defigning  to  come  under  the 
Equinodial    Line,   and  to   examine  into  the 
Nature  of  the  Countries  about  it.     Hecame 
to  the  Hefferides^    which    the  Portvguefes  call 
the  Illands  of  Caho    Verde^  being  thirteen  ia 
ISÎumber,   and  about  two  Days  Sail  from  the 
Continent,   except    only    one  of   them,     in 
which    there    are     forae    Inhabitants  -,    bat 
he    made    no  Stay    there,   having    obferv'd 
that    the    Air    of  that    Place    is  very   un- 
wholefome.    They   ful'd   for    the  Space   of 
two  hundred  and  forty   Leagues   in  fo  great 
a  Calm,  and  fuch   a  prodigious  Heat,  bcing^-^'^'^i^^* 
but  five  Degrees  from  the  Equinodial,  that"^'"^^*" 
they  thought  the  very  Ships  were  in  Danger 
of  being  fir'd,  and  the  Hoops  flew  off  from. 
the   Casks   as  if  they  had    been    parchM  at 
the  Fire.     The  Wine  and  Water  were  both 
fpoilt,  and  the  Men  fainted  away  under  that 
intolerable    Fiery    Air.     Eight     Days     they 
continu'd  in  that  diftrefs'd    miferable    Con-, 
dition,  and  fancy'd  that   tjieir   Ships  conti- 
naally  went  up  Hill,    as  if  it  had  been  a  rifing 
Sea,   and    they    always    afcending    towards 
Heaven.     When  the  Calm  had  lafted   eight 
Days,  the  Wind  fprang  up  frefh,  and  being; 
right   a  Stern,   the   nexc    Day   they    found- 
tliemfelves  in  a  very  tcmpçrate  Air,  and  at: 
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Night  the  Pofitioa  of  the  Stars  wasalter'cf; 
The  third  Day  they  difcry'd  three  very- 
high  Mountains,  which  much  rejoyc'd  them,, 
tor  they  had  been  almofl:  burnt  up  with  the 
Heat  and  began  to  want  Water.  They  eafily 
pcrceiv'd  that  the  Country  was  inhabited, 
becaufe  from  the  Ships  they  could  fee  fe- 
veral  fine  Gardens  and  Meddows  cover'd 
with  Flowers,  the  fragrant  Scent  whereof 
reached  even  to  them. 
i>ifcoviry.  yhey  found  a  very  convenient  Harbour, 
every  way  fit  to  receive  their  Ships,  and 
not  far  from  them  they  fpy'd  a  Canoe,  in 
which  there  were  twenty  young  Men, 
well  enough  fhap'd  and  handfome,  arm'd 
with  Bows  and  Arrows,  but  naked  like  all 
the  other  Indians^  except  their  Privities, 
which  they  cover'd  with  Cotton  Cloath,  and 
wore  on  their  Heads  a  fort  of  peeked  high 
crovvn'd  Hat,  or  Cap.  The  Admiral  that 
they  might  not  be  frighted,  fliew'd  them 
little  Looking-Glalfes,  Whiftles,  and  other 
European  Toys,  which  the  Indians  are  natu- 
rally apt  to  admire  ^  however  thofe  Men 
fc;iring  thefc  were  all  Contrivances  to  fur- 
prife  and  enfnare  them,  kept  a  loof  off,  al- 
ways upon  their  Guard,  without  daring  to 
come  within  Reach.  Then  he  order'd  his 
Fifes  to  play  and  drums  to  beat,  thinking  to 
allure  them  by  the  Sound,  which  they  looking 
upon  as  a  Signal  for  Battel,  bent  their  Bows 
and  put  themfelves  into  a  Pofture  to  let  fly 
their  Arrows.  At  laft  fufpeâing  they 
might  be  fome  way  drawn  into  Danger, 
they  plyM  their  Oars,  and  made  away  be- 
fore any  thing  could  be  learnt  of  them,  as 
was  defir'd,  '^' 
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About  this  Place  they  obfef  v'd  there  was  a  ^  vick^n 
very  firong  Current  of  the  Water  fetticg  from^"'''"^'^^* 
Eafi  to  i'Fe/l-,  running  with  fuch  a  violent 
Stream,  as  if  it  had  been  a  Torrent  coming 
down  from  the  Mountains.  The  Admiral 
as  undaunted  as  he  was,  declar'd  that  in  his 
whole  Life,  he  had  never  been  fo  much  afraid. 
Next  to  this  Current  they  came  to  a  Streight 
or  Palîàge,  eight  Miles  over,  which  they 
caird  Boca  del  Draco^  that  is,  the  Dragon's 
Mouth,  with  an  Ifland  clofe  by  it,  to  which 
they  gave  the  Name  of  Margarita.  That 
firft  Current  of  fait  Water  was  drove  back 
a^in  by  another,  impetuous  Stream  of  frelh^ 
Water,  coming  down  from  the  Oppofite 
Land,  with  the  ftme  Swiftnefs  and  Rapi- 
dity, forcing  it  felf  forward  into  thç  Sea  j 
but  it  was  kept  back  by  the  fait  Water 
Current,  fo  that  both  thofc  furious  Torrents 
éncountring  one  another,  rais'd  Mountains 
of  Foam  for  a  great  Diftance  about  them, 
and  made  a  mofl:  dreadful  Noife. 

The  Europeans  htiw^  got  vVithin  that  Bay  CoaJ}  of 
or  Gulph,  at  length  found  fweet  Wearer,  Pana. 
and  very  good  to  Drink,  after  failing  fifty 
Leagues,  and  the  more  they  advanc'd 
Weftward  the  pleafantcr  it  was.  They  faw 
Lands  cultivated  every  where,  without  dif- 
covcring  any  Inhabitants  or  Houfes.  At 
Length,  coming  to  a  large  Plain,  they  lan- 
ded fome  Men  to  get  Information.  The 
Indians  feeing  fuch  ftrange  People,  ran  down 
to  the  Shore  in  Crowds,  without  the  lead 
Sign  of  Fear,  treated  them  Friendly 
went  Aboard  thé  Ships,  fignifiéd  to  thei^f 
that  the  Country  was'  caD'd  Pana^  and  th-ir 
the  farther  they  proceeded  to  the  U'eflwird 
they  would  dill  find  it  v;ell  Peopltd,  the 
G  2  Air 


84'  The  Gerierxl  HISTORY 

Air  being  ftill  more  temperate  and  pleafant^ 
This  Account  made  the  Spaniards  conclude,, 
that  the  Difcovery  they  had  made  was  ve- 
ry conllderable.  The  Cacique^  or  Petty  King 
ot  the-  Country  came  down  to  the  Harbour, 
with  feveral  Canoes  full  of  Indians^  who 
had  all  of  them  Gold  Collars  about  their 
îsccks  and  Bracelets  on  their  Arms,  with 
precious  Pearls  hanging  at  their  Ears,  which 
were  found  on  the  Banks  of  the  adjacent 
Sea.  The  Indians  did  not  much  value  that 
Wealth,  and  gave  the  Spaniards  to  under- 
fland,  that  if  they  would  flay  fome  Time 
with  them,  they  would  fill  large  VefTels 
with  the  like  and  give  thera. 


CHAP.  vn. 

The  Catholick  K^ing  fends  a,  ?ierv  Governour 
into  the  Well  Indies,  with  Orders  to 
fecure  the  Adrntrd  and  his  Brothe/^ 
and  fend  them  Prifoners  into  Spain. 

Tnx'.Ttï'ni.^  I  ''  H  E  Spaniards    going  alhorc,  were    re- 
mtmofthe  i    ceiv'd  by  the  Indians   with    extraordi- 
spiniards.  nary  Demonftrations  of  AfTedion.  They  came 
running    from  all   Parts    to  fee   them,    as  if 
they  had  been  fomething  more  than    Men. 
Two  of  ihcm,  who  feem'd  to  be    the  prin- 
cipal  Perfons  of  that    Nation,    the    one  of 
^  great   Age,    and  the  other  Younger,    af- 
ter faluting  them   with    the  greateft  Civili- 
ty, conducted  them  into  a  Hut  or  Cottage, 
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whidi  was  exaâly  round,  and  before  it  a 
large  open  Place  or  Square.  They  were 
feated  on  Stools  very  artificially  made,  of 
a  black  fhining  Sort  of  Wood,  and  then 
treated  with  Meat  and  feveral  Fruits,  un- 
known to  the  Europeans,  as  alfo  white  and 
red  Wines,  not  made  of  Grapes,  but  of 
fundry  Sorts  of  Fruits,  of  a  delicious  Tafte. 
When  they  had  eaten  and  drank,  the  youn^^ 
Man  took  the  Spaniards  by  the  Hand  and 
led  them  into  a  Chamber,  where  there  were 
feveral  Men  and  Women  Handing  apart 
fronn  one  another,  as  white  as  Alabafter,  cx' 
cept  thofe  who  were  often  expos'd  to  the  Sun. 
It  appeared  by  theirBehaviour  and  theMotions 
they  made,  that  they  had  a  great  Eftecm 
for  the  Strangers.  There  was  never  a  Man 
or  Woman  among  all  that  Company,  but  what 
was  adorn'd  with  feveral  Strings  of  large 
Pearls  and  Gold  Chains.  The  Europsans 
asking  them  where  they  got  the  Gold  they 
wore  i  they  fignify'd  to  them  by  Signs,  that 
they  found  it  upon  certain  Mountains,  which 
they  pointed  at  with  their  Fingers  ^  but 
that  there  was  Danger  in  going  thither,  be- 
caufe  feveral  Indians  had  been  devour'd  ^ 
though  they  could  never  perfedly  conceive 
whether  it  were  by  wild  Beafts,  or  by 
Canihals. 

The    Spaniards    having    ftaid    Afhore    lW\Tkeyamvz 
Noon,  return'd  to  their  Ships,  with  feveral  «»  HiTp^- 
Strings  of  Pearls,    which  the  Indians  had  gi-"'°^^' 
yen  them.     Then  the  Admiral  fet  Sail,   be- 
caufe   the   Provifions    he    was    carrying    to 
Hifpaniola,   began  to  fpoil.     They  had  found 
in' a  great  River,    near  the  Equinodial  A- 
bundance  of   Weeds,    which   entangled   and 
hindred  the  Vv'ay  of  their  Ships.    At  length 
G  3  after 
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after  many  Fatigues,  they  arrived  at  fùffi'i- 
ritcU^  on  the  28th  of  Auguîïr  1498,  vvlieic 
they  found  aîl  Things  in  Difordcr  and  Con- 
fiiHon  -,  for  th^t  Rolatid^  who  had  been  the 
Admiral's  Officer,  had  revolted  againft  hi^ 
Brother,  and  drawn  feveral  Spaniards  into 
Rebellion,  as  was  faid  in  the  lift  Chapter. 
ff^ib'.h  Befidcs  he  had  fent  Letters  into  Spain^  rc- 
p»/Jtfrt^f  ficdting  heinouHy  on  the  Admiral  and  his 
Mmirjl.  Brother,  urging,  that  they  were  wicked  Men, 
who  had  been  guilty  of  all  Sorts  of  Inju- 
ftice,  Infolences  and  Outrages  in  the  Ifland 
H:JpafjioU  ^  that  they  hang'd  up  Men  for 
the  molt  trivial  Matters  ^  and  that  their 
unreafonable  Jcaloufy  and  unbounded  Ambi- 
tion being  altogether  intolerable,  many  Spa- 
niards had  been  oblig'd  to  depart  from  them, 
as  Enemies  to  their  Catholick  Majcfties,  and 
onlyafpiring  to  iifurp  their  Royal  Authority 
in  that  New  World. 
tHiVinii-  ^'^  ^^^  Other  Side,  the  Admiral  omitted 
cAtion.  nothing  that  might  make  the  Catholick  King 
fenfible  of  theBifenefs  of  his  Accufers.  He 
declar'd  they  had  murder'd  Abundance  of 
Women,  after  abuling  them  \  that  they  rang'd 
about  the  Ifland  of  /////'<?/7*o//«  plundering  ajl, 
wherelbever  they  came  \  and  that  fearing  to 
be  punifh'd,  as  they  defervM,  at  his  Return, 
they  were  broke  out  into  open  Rebellion.  In 
the  mean  while  the  Admiral  fent  an  hun- 
dred Men  to  guard  his  Brother,  wherefo- 
ever  he  went  ^  and,  at  the  fame  Time,  fent 
him  fome  Horfe,  with  Orders  to  fall  upon 
the  Cacique  Cuariomfe^  who  had  under  his 
Command  fix  Thoufand  Men,  arm'd  with 
îniUm  Bows  and  Arrows,  but  ftark  naked,  and  all 
rouuL  their  Bodies  painted  of  feveral  Colours  from 
the  Head   to  the  Feet.    They  pofted  them- 
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îelves  on  the  Bank  of  a  River,  where  the  Go- 
vernour  attack'd  them  feveral  Times,  having 
pafs'd  over  his  Cavalry  at  another  Place, 
which  came  upon  the  Indians  unexpeâecl, 
who  all  fled  ap  the  Mountains  to  the  C^- 
fique  Mayaboneje^  of  whom  they  in  vain  de- 
manded Succours,  for  he  was  afraid  left  the 
Governour  fhould  fall  upon  him. 

Accordingly  he  purfu'd  thofe  that  fled,  77'^  Ca- 
clofe  at  the  Heels,  and  underftanding  that '^'^"'^s^*' 
they  were  withdrawn  into  the  Woods,  he 
continu'd  the  Chace  to  take  the  Caciques  a- 
live,  if  poflîble,  tho'  that  feem'd  to  be  a 
very  difficult  Undertaking.  The  Chriftians 
hard  prefs'd  by  Hunger,  and  ranging  about 
the  Woods  to  kill  Fowl  to  eat,  happen'd 
to  light  upon  two  Servants  belonging  to  A'faya- 
boneje,  who  fhow'd  them  the  Place,  where 
he  lay  hid.  The  Governour  caus'd  two  of 
his  Men  to  paint  themfelves  from  the  Head 
to  the  Feet,  after  the  Manner  of  the  In- 
dians. The  Cacique  deceiv'd  by  the  Likenefs 
feeing  them  afar  off,  came  out  to  meet 
them,  and  they  feiz'd  him  without  any 
Trouble.  The  Cacique  Guarionefe  was  taken 
after  the  fame  manner,  with  all  his  Fami- 
ly, and  the  People  feeing  their  Caciques  fallen 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Spaniards  fubmitted 
themfelves  to  their  Will. 

The  Admiral  and  his  Brother  us'd  all  their 
Endeavours  to  extend  the  Dominions  of 
the  Catholick  King,  in  the  new  World  \ 
but  the  Petty  Kings  and  the  People  of  the 
Ifland  Hifpaniola,  joyn'd  with  the  Rebels  to^*^!^^"'--;^ 
deftroy  them,  and  fent  complaints  to  Court  ^j^l'/,^'/^' 
againft  them.  On  the  other  Hand,  all  the 
Great  men,  allur'd  by  the  Hope  of  enriching 
themfelves  in  thofe  new  found  Parts,  con- 
G  4  tended 
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tended  for  the  Government  of  them,  witji 
all  pofTible  Eagcrnefs.  Accordingly  they 
induftrionfly  fpread  abroad  a  Report,  that 
tlic  Admiral  and  his  Brother  defign'd  to 
fecure  to  themfclves  the  Dominion  of  the 
Dew  World  and  in  Order  to  it  obflrude^ 
the  Sfamards  coming  to  the  Knowledge  of 
the  Gold  Mines  i  that  they  had  put  them 
into  the  Cuflody  of  their  own  Creatures  \ 
•that  they  ftnt  but  a  very  inconlîderable 
Quantity  of  that  Metal  into  Spain^  and  referv'd 
ti^e  Reft  for  themfelves  ^  and  that  the  better 
to  bring  about  their  Dclign,  they  had  already 
put  to  death  feveral  Spaniards  under  divers 
Pretences.  Thefe  Rumours  fpread  abroad 
at  Court,  made  fuch  ImprcfTion  on  the  Mind 
of  the  Catiiolick  King,  that  he  began  to 
complain  that  fo  little  Gold  was  fent  him 
fiom  Nifpainola,  which  in  Reality  was  only 
occafion'd  by  the  JVIifunderftanding  betweea 
the  Spaniards  themfclves  in  the  new  World. 
It  v^'as  therefore  vefolvM  at  Court,  to  fend 
thither  a  new  Govcrnour,  to  examine  all 
Matters  upon  the  Spot  and  diftinguifh  be- 
,  ^  .  twcen  tire  Innocent  and  the  Guilty.  He 
L-ér  Jf^^^rivM  in  the  Ifland  of  Hifpamola^  with  a 
>p.!in.  conliderable  Number  of  Men,  before  any  Bo^ 
dy  had  the  News  of  their  coming.  The  Ad- 
mirai and  his  Brother  being  inform'd  of  it, 
came  to  meet  him  with  Countenances  ex- 
prefling  how  much  they  were  pleas'd  to  fee 
him  there  ^  but  they  were  both  immedi- 
atly  feiz'd,  as  was  every  Thin^  that  bclong'd 
to  them.  They  were  put  into  Irons  by  the 
new  Governour's  Order  and  fent  away  in 
that  manner  to  Court.  This  Action  was  a 
fufficient  Demonftration  of  the  Inltability  of 
worldly  Affairs.    Thofe  two  Men  {o  highly 

favour'd 
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favour'd  and  honour'd  by  the  Catholick  King, 
who,  by  their  Induftry  bad  acquir'd  him  fuch 
mighty  Dominions,  and  who  had  undergone 
fuch  extraordinary  Fatigues,  for  the  making 
of  thofe  new  Difcoveries,  which  feem'd  ini- 
pradicable  to  the  moft  knowing  Men,  were 
now  in  a  Moment  reduc'd  to  the  moft  mi- 
ferable  Condition  that  could  be  imagined. 
The  Catholick  Kirtg  being  inform'd  that 
they  were  come  to  Cadiz.^,  with  Irons  on 
their  Hands  and  Feét,  could  not  but  be 
touch'd  with  Compaflion,  and  fent  feveral 
Pcrfons  to  meet  them,  with  Orders  that  they 
'fhould  be  fet  at  perfeâ:  Liberty,  decently /f /«rr  at 
clad,  as  became  them,  and  conduâ:ed  to  Court,  liberty. 
They  gave  the  King  an  Account  of  all  that 
had  happen'd  in  Jndia^  fo  that  the  Truth 
being  made  out,  ftrid  Orders  were  fent  for 
punifhing  the  Offenders  feverely. 


CHAP.    VIII. 

^Iphonfo  Nino  departs  from  Spain,  to 
dif cover  New  Countries^  where  Gold  is 
fourjd, 

AFTER  the  Arrival  of  Columbus  and  Coafi  of 
his  Brother  in  S^atn^  feveral  of  theCuriana. 
Pilots  or  Mafters  of  VelTels,  who  had  been 
alTifting  to,  or  ferv'd  under  him  in  his  Dif- 
coveries,  refolv'd  to  launch  out  into  the  O- 
cean,  in  fearch  of  other  new  Countries  ^  and 
promifing  the  King  the  Fifth  of  all  the  Wealth 

they 
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they  (hould  happen  to  acquire,  obtain'd  his 
Letters  Patent  to  authorize  their  Undcrtak*- 
ing|S.  They  accordingly  fitted  out  feveral 
Ships,  at  their  own  Expence,  and  Ileer'd 
fundry  Courfcs,  but  with  pofitive  Orders,  not 
to  come  within  fifty  Leagues  of  the  Coun- 
tries difcover'd  by  the  Admiral.  Among 
thefe  uilphonfo  Nino  fail'd  away  to  the  South- 
ward, and  leaving  on  the  Right-Hand  the 
Provinces  of  Cumana  and  MarracMpoua^  ar- 
liv'd  in  a  Country,  which  the  Natives  call'd 
Curiana^  where  he  found  a  Port,  as  commo- 
dious as  that  ot  Cadiz.^  and  a  little  Village 
of  only  eight  Cottages,  in  which  there  were 
about  fifty  naked  Men,  belonging  to  ano- 
ther very  populous  Town,  which  was  about 
three  Miles  off*.  The  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 
with  their  Cacicfue  at  the  Head  of  them, 
tame  to  fee  the  Europeans^  who  gave  them 
Whiftles,  Ribbons,  little  Knives,  Looking- 
Gladcs,  Strings  of  Glafs  Beads,  and  other 
fmall  Toys  of  that  Nature  -,  for  which  the 
Indians  return'd  them  large  Pearls  they  wore 
about  their  Necks  and  Arms.  The  next  Day 
Alphonfo^  after  much  Intreating,  went  to 
their  Town,  but  was  daunted  at  the  valt 
Multitude  of  People  he  faw  there,  as  ha- 
ying but  thirty  Men  with  him.  He  gave 
them  to  underlland  by  Signs,  that  if  they 
had  a  Mind  to  buy  any  European  Commo- 
dities, they  might  come  Aboard  his  Ship 
in  their  Canoes,  to  which  they  confentcd  and 
carry'd  a  great  Quantity  of  Pearls,  where- 
of they  gave  an  hundred  Pounds  weight  for 
Trifîes  of  no  Value. 
D(''criti'-  -^^p^^o^fi  ^^f^o  perciev'd  that  thefe  People 
on^ojtki  were  gentle,  fimple,  peaceable  and  lovers  of 
coumrj.   Strangers,   and   therefore   refolv'd  to  go  to 

their 
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their  Towns,  where  they  receivM  him  very 
lovingly.  Their  Huts  are  made  of  Wood, 
covered  with  Palm-Tree  Leaves  *,  and  their 
chief  Diet  was  Oyfters,  whereof  there  is 
immenfe  Plenty  on  their  Coafl:,  and  from 
them  they  take  the  Pearls.  They  alfo  feed 
on  wild  Beafts,  which  they  kill  in  the 
Woods,  as  Staggs,  wild  Boars,  and  Hares  -, 
as  alfo  Pigeons  and  Turtle-Doves.  Their 
Woods  are  full  of  Peacocks,  but  they  have 
not  fuch,  beautiful  Tails  as  ours  in  Europe^ 
for  the  Male  there  differs  very  little  from 
the  Hen.  There  are  alfo  vaft  Numbers  of 
Pheafants  in  thofe  Woods.  Thefe  Indians  are 
very  expert  at  fhooting  with  their  Bows  and 
jicver  mifs  the  Mark  they  aim  at.  All  the 
while  the  Spaniards  continued  among  them, 
they  fed  Daintily  and  very  cheapo  for  they 
gave  but  four  Pins  for  a  Peacock,  and  two 
for  a  Phcafant  ;,  but  they  traded  as  the  Wo- 
nien  do  in  Europe  when  they  buy  any  Com- 
modity. They  enquir'd  by  Signs,  what  ufe 
they  could  make  of  Pins,  being  all  naked  ; 
and  were  anfwer'd  in  the  fame  Manner,  that 
they  might  have  Occafion  for  them  to  pick 
their  Teeth,  and  to  draw  Thorns  out  of 
their  Feet.  From  that  Time  forward,  they 
began  to  put  a  great  Value  upon  them  *, 
but  they  efteem  Whiftles  above  all  other 
1  hings,  and  would  give  any  Thing  they 
had,  tho'  of  never  fo  much  Value  for 
one. 

There  was  a  moll  Fragrant  Scent  all  ^roj^ufi^ 
about  near  the  Villages,  coming  from  a 
Sort  of  large  Trees,  there  was,  in  the 
neighbouring  Woods,  and  in  the  Night  there 
was  dreadful  roaring  of  wild  Beafts  heard; 
but  they  do  no  manner  of  Harm,  for  the 

Indians 
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Indinns  go  about  ftark  naked,  in  all  fat'etyj 
with  no  other  Weapons  but  their  Bows  an(f 
Arrows.  They  kill'd  as  many  Deer  and 
wild  Boars  as  the  Europeans  demanded  of 
them  ^  but  luve  neither  Kine,  Goats,  nor 
Sheep.'  Their  Bread  is  made  of  yi/4/<2L,that 
is  Indian  Wheat,  and  of  Roots,  like  that 
in  the  Ifland  Hi/panioU.  They  are  continu- 
ally chewing  of  a  certain  Herb,  to  make 
their  Teeth  white,  and  when  they  fpit  it 
out,  they  wa(h  their  Mouths.  The  Women 
look  to  the  Tillage  and  Houfhold  Affairs  ; 
the  Men  go  a  hunting  and  to  the  Wars, 
and  hare  the  Charge  of  all  Sports,  Felli- 
vals  and  Diverfions.  They  have  Pots,  Urns, 
and  other  Vcllels  made  of  Earthen  Ware, 
of  feveral  Colours,  which  they  buy  of  their 
Kcighbours  ^  for  the  Indians  of  feveral  Pror 
vinces  meçt  at  Fairs  and  Markets,  to  which 
they  all  carry  their  Commodities,  to  exchange 
them  for  fuch  Goods  as  they  want  at  home^ 
being  utter  Strangers  to  the  Ufc  of  Mo- 
rey.  They  are  very  covetous  and  earneft 
for  any  Curiofities  thaf  are  not  to  be  found 
in  their  own  Countries.  About  their  Necks 
they  wear  Strings  of  Pearls  \  as  alfo  little 
Birds  and  other  fmall  Animals  very  artifi- 
citlly  made  in  Gold. 
jromer.  ^be  Women  fc^rce  go  out  of  their  Houfes  ; 
but  whenfocver  they  appear  in  publick,  they 
wear  a  Pcice  of  Cotton  Cloth  over  thofe 
Parts,  which  Modelly  requires  fhould  be  Con- 
ceal'd  j  but  arc  all  niked  in  their  Houfes. 
The  Men  are  naturally  Jealous  of  thcif 
Wives,  and  therefore  kept  them  up,  with- 
out allowing  them  to  go  aboard  the  Ships, 
tho'  they  were  very  dcfirous  to  fee  the  Ra- 
rities of  Eurove. 

Th: 
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The  Spamards  advancing  farther,  found  a  ^"("'^^'i'i' 
very   delightful  Country,  water'd   by   plea-  ^^^  *^''^'*' 
fant    Rivers,    and    diveiTify'd   with    curious^ 
Gardens  and  well  cultivated  Fields*,  but  the 
People  of  it  wft^e  very  favage,  and    would 
entertain  noCommerce  with  Strangers.y^/p^oz?/^ 
iV/«o  well  fatisfy'd  with  the  Gold  and  Pearls 
he  had  got  together,  refolv'd  to  returii  home 
the  fame  Way   hé  came. 

Running  along  the   Coaft  of  the  Province  Prîfovers 
of   Pearls    call'd   Otriana^  and   failing  up  to ^.^^'"'^^'4,  . 
the  Boca  del  Brago^  or  Dragons  Mouth,  be-^'^|^j5^  *' 
fore  mention'd,  he  met  v*^ith  twenty   Canoes 
full  of  Canihds^  who  were  hunting  about  for 
Men  to  devour.     They  attack'd  the  Ship  with 
fuch  Fury,  as  was  more  like  Madnefs,  and. 
befetting  it  on  all  Sides,  began  to  ply  their 
Bows  and  Arrows;,  but  were  quite  allonifli'd 
when   they   heard   the   Canon   the  Spaniards 
fir'd,    and  immediatly  betook  themfelves  to 
flight,  without  expcéing  to  fee  what  would, 
follow.    Our  Men  purfu'd  them   with  their 
Boat,    and    took   a   Cat^oe    that  was   full   of 
thofe    Canihals^   many  of  whom   calt  them- 
felves   into   the    Water    and   fwam   alhore. 
Only  one  was  left  in  the  Canoe^  who  guard- 
ed three  Men  that  were  faft  bound,  in  Or- 
der   to    be    eaten,  when    they  fhould   have 
Occalion.     The  Prifoners  were  let  lofe  and 
the  Cahihal   deliver'd    up   to   them,    bound 
Hands   and   Feet,   with    full  Power   to   do 
by  him   what  they   thought  fit,  to   revenge 
themfelves.    They  kick'd   and   beat  him  {o 
long    with   their   Fifts    and   Cudgels,    thsr 
they  left  him  for  Dead,  fo  much  were  thty 
incens'd  for  the  Lofs   of  their   Companions, 
whom    the  CambaU    had  devour'd  and  kept 
them  to  be  put  to  the  fame  Ufe  it.e  next 
Day.  Thefc 
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Thefc  Prifoners  inform'd  the  Spa^iarJi 
that  the  Cambals  infefled  the  whole  llland 
to  rob  and  murder  all  they  met.  That  in 
thcNight-time  they  palifado  themfelves  about, 
for  their  greater  Security,  and  makeExcur- 
fions  from  thence,  fpreading  abroad  on  all 
Sides  to  plunder.  In  the  Province  of  Curi- 
ana  they  faw  the  Head  of  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal Canibals,  made  fait  to  a  Door,  in  To- 
ken of  a  Victory  obtained  over  them. 
Sàltmadi.  In  the  Province  o{  Haraia  ihtva  was  founc^ 
a  great  Quantity  of  Salt,  which  is  made  af- 
ter this  Manner.  When  the  Wind  blows 
violently  from  the  Sea,  the  Sea  Water  ii" 
Jet  into  a  large  Plain,  and  when  the  Wind 
falls,  the  Sun  changes  that  Water  into  a  ve-i 
ry  white  Silt,  and  in  fuch  Abundance,  that 
many  Ships  might  be  loaded  with  it  -,  but 
if  it  happens  to  rain,  that  Salt  prefently  turns 
again  into  Water.  The  Neighbouring  Na- 
tions come  thither  to  exchange  other  Com- 
^^^^g^.modities  for  that  Salt.  When  any  IVIan  of 
dies  pre-  Notc  dies,  they  lay  the  Body  on  a  large 
f^Tv'd,  Gridiron,  to  draw  out  all  the  Moiflure  of  the 
Fle(h  with  a  gentle  Fire,  fo  that  fcarce  any 
thing  remains  but  the  Skin  and  Bones,  which 
they  prpfcrve  out  of  Refpe^t   to  him. 

On  the  13th  of  BbruA;y^  Mphcnfo  Nino  r^-' 
turn'd  towards  5/>/T/v  with  fourfcore  and  fixteen' 
Pounds  Weight  of  Pearls,  which  he  had  in 
Exchange  for  things  ot  a  very  incoufidcrable 
Value,  awd  arrived  fixty  Days  after  in  the 
th.c  Kingdom  of  GnUcia.  He  w^is  accus'd  of 
concealing  the  moR  Pint  of  the  Trcafurc  that 
belong'd  to  the  King-,  for  which  Reafon 
fciiiifuful  de  /'V^^',  Govtmour  of  Galicia  had 
Orders  to  fecuie  him  \  but  h«  cleared  him- 
iclf  and  was  difchargM. 

C  H  A  P, 
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G  H  A  P.    IX. 

The  Voyages  of  Pinzon  and  Arias,  his 
Nephervj  who  faiPd  towards  the  Antar- 
tick  Vole  y  where  they  faw  very  fl  range 
Nations* 

\/TtJCH;  about  the  fame  Time  Vin- 
LVX  ^'^n  and  AriM^  his  Nephew,  who  had 
Deen  both  with  Chriftopher  Columbus  in  his  firlt 
/oyage,  fitted  out  four  Ships  at  their  own 
)roper  Coft  and  Charges,  and  fail'd  from 
he  Port  of  Pdos  de  Moguer^  in  Andaluz.ia, 
m  the  1 8th  of  November^  in  the  Year  î  499,  Pinzoa 
ipon  the  Defign  of  difcovefing  new  Lands!  ^,''""''' '^^ 
rhey  arriv'd  in  a  ftvf  Days  at  the  Cann- 
:ief,  and  thence  at  the  Iflandsof  Cabo  Kerde, 
rhen  having  fail'd  three  hundred  Leagues 
arther  they  loft  the  North  Pole,  and  were 
)n  a  fuddain  aflaulted  by  moft  furious  Storms 
ind  raging  Winds,  and  almoft  in  inevitable 
Oanger  of  Perifhing.  But  holding  on  the 
ame  Courfe,  they  at  length  difcovei'd  the 
outh  Pole.  The  Stars  appear'd  to  them 
ir  different  from  thofe  of  our  Hemifphere  ; 
•ut  a  very  thick  Fog  hindred  their  making' 
ny  exaft  Obfervation  of  them,  yet  after- 
guards the  Fog  clearing  up  thofe  Stdrs  feemM 
0  be  extraordmary  biight,  and  bigger  than 
urs.  On  the  20th  of  Ja-nuary  they  difco- 
er'd  the  Land  at  a  Diftance,  and  cafting 
he  Lead,  found  fixteen  Fadom  Water.  They 
nade  up  to  the  Shore  and  run  along  it 
wo  Days,  without  meeting  any  Man,  tho- 
hey  faw  the   Prints  of  Mens   Feet.     They 

cut 
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cut  their  own  and  the  Catholick  King's  îsamc 
j1  fierce  on  the  Barks  of  the  Trees.  In  the  Night  they 
Nation,  j-^^y  feveral  Lights,  and  an  AfTembly  of  abun- 
dance of  Men,  which,  they  fuppos'd  to  be 
an  Army  drawn  into  the  Field.  The  Com- 
mander fent  twenty  Men  well  arm'd  tota- 
a  View  of  them,  with  Orders,  not.  to  make 
any  Noife.  Thcfe  faw  a  vaft  Multitude  of 
Men,  but  thought  not  fit  to  go  up  to  them, 
for  fear  they  Ihould  be  fcar'd  away,  choling 
rather  to  wait  till  the  next  Day.  As  fooir 
as  the  Sun  appeared  forty  Men  were  fent 
out  tov/ards  them»  and  the  Indians  feeing 
them,  detatch'd  thirty  of  their  Number  to 
meet  them,  arm'd  with  their  Bows  and  Ar- 
rows. Thefc  thirty  were  follow'd  by  a  great- 
er Number  of  Men,  of  a  larger  Size  thaa 
ordinary,  with  fierce  Afpcfts,  and  threatning 
all  the  Way  they  went.  The  Spaniards  made 
all  manner  ot  Gellurcs  to  pacify  and  per- 
fwade  them  that  they  were  their  Friends  j 
but  the  Indians  favagely  haughty,  would  ne- 
ver fuffer  them  to  come  near  -,  fo  that  the 
Spaniards  were  forc'd  to  go  back  to  their 
Ships,  without  being  able  to  prevail,  with 
a  tull  Refolution  to  attack  and  try  their 
Courage  the  next  Day  '■,  but  as  foon  as  it 
was  Night,  the  Indians  retir'd.  The  Spani- 
ards concluded  that  this  was  a  wandering 
Nation,  like  the  Tartars^  who  have  no  fet- 
led  Place  of  Abode,  but  encamp,  one  Day 
in  one  Place,  and  the  next  in  another,  with 
their  Wives  and  Children,  living  upon  what 
they  can  get  by  Hunting. 
767  uDoifi  It  was  agreed  ro  follow  them  by  the  Track, 
tb<  spi'  aQ(;i  feeing  the  Prints  of  their  Feet  on  tiie 
'''■'^  ''  Sand,  they  meafar'd  them,  and  found  they 
were  twice  a^  big  as  cne  Feet  of  other  or- 
dinary 
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dinary  Men.  The  S^aniardi  found  a  River 
which  had  not  Water  enough  to  bear  the 
Ships,  and  therefore  they  put  feveral  arnfd 
Men  inxo  four  Boats,  to  difcover  higher  a- 
long  it.  Thefe  law  a  great  Number  of  Men 
on  a  little  Hill,  at  a  fmall  Diflance  from 
the  Bank  of  the  River,  who  by  the  Signs 
they  made,  feem'd  to  exprefs  a  great  Délire 
of  converfing  with  them.  The  Spa^iiards  durfb 
not  truft  them,  and  therefore  put  only  one 
Man  Alhore,  who  threw  them  a  Whittle, 
and  they  in  Return,  threw  a  large  Piece  of 
Gold,  but  the  Spaniard  going  to  take  it  up, 
found  himfelf  on  a  Suddain  befet  by  a  Mul- 
titude of  Indians  \  he  defended  himfelf 
with  his  Sword,  and  gain'd  Time,  till  thofe 
"n  the  Boat  could  come  to  his  AlTiftance. 
he  Engagement  was  (harp,  eight  Spaniards 
emain'd  dead  upon  the  Spot,  and  the  reft 
ad  enough  to  do  to  retire  and  get  back 
ïnto  their  Boats.  Their  Spears  and  Swords 
icould  not  defend  them  againft  the  Strokes  of 
the  Indians^  of  whom  neverthelefs  a  con- 
(fidera4)le  Number  was  kill'd.  Ail  that 
Slaughter  made  them  not  to  llacken  thcleaft, 
or  abate  any  thing  of  their  Courage,  but 
they  purfu'd  the  Spaniards  down  to  their  very 
Boats,  took  one  of  them  and  kiil'd  the  Pilot. 
The  reft  of  the  Men  had  enough  to  do  to 
fave  themfelves  in  the  other  three  Boats, 
Firtzon  difcourag'd  by  this  Misfortune, 
thought  fit  to  leave  that  Coaft. 

Having  fail'd  forty  Leagues  farther,  they 
came  into  a  Sea  of  frcfh  Water,  which  fwell'd 
iwith  the  Acceflion  of  feveral  great  Rivers 
that  fell  from  the  Mountains  with  wonder-  v 

ful  Force  and  Impetaoufuefs.     Ac  the  Mouth 
of  this   Gulph    there    were    feveral    Ulands 
H  inha- 


^8  The  Generd  HISTORY 

inhabited  by  courteous    and  peaceable  Peo- 
ple, but  who  had  no  Commodities  to  Trade 
Ma<ia-   with.     This    Province  is  call'd  ManatambaL 

^^nvtnce  After  fome  Days  failing  towards  the  North, 
they  perceiv'd  the  Polar  Star,  which  appeirM 
almofl:  upon  the  Horrizon.  In  the  aforefaid 
lllands  they  faw  Trees  of  fuch  a  prodigious 
Bignefs,  that  fix  Men  could  fcarce  fadom 
them  -,  and  a  monftrous  Sort  of  Creatures, 
who  had  the  Body  and  the  Head  of  a  Fox, 
the  hind  Feet  and  Quarters  like  a  Cat,  and  the 
Fore-feet  like  a  Man's  Hand.  One  of  them 
was  taken  with  its  Young  and  carry'd  to  the 
iRing  of  Sfain^  they  were  expos'd  to  be  feen 
by  all  Perfons,  but  the  Change  of  the  Air 
made  them  live  a  very  fhort  Time.  Whea 
they  had  fail'd  above  fix  hundred  Leagues  a- 
long  the  Coafl:  of  Paria^  they  had  amoft  dread- 

shîprce.h  f^i  Storm,  in  July,  in  which  two  of  the  Ships, 
foundi  ed,  the  third  was  beaten  to  Pieces,  and 
the  fourth  weather'd  the  Storm  with  much 
Difficulty,  the  whole  Ship's  Crew  being  fpent 
and  quite  in  Defpair  :,  but  being  jufl:  at  the 
Point  of  Death  thep  got  Afhore  \  where  they 
were  in  no  more  fafety  than  before,  fearing  to  be 
dellroy'd  by  the  Inhabitants.  Some  Days  after 
the  Weather  grew  calm,    they  went  Aboard 

Ifrturn  to  t"c*ï"  ^h'P  a  g^in,  directed  their    Courfe  for 

h^i\n.  Spaw,  and  arrived  on  theiafb  Day  of  Septem- 
ber at  P<.dos  de  A/oaner^  not  far  from  SeviL 
Since  that  Time  many  have  faiPd  to  the  Pro- 
vince of  P>-'tirU^  whence  abundance  of  Gold  and 
Pearls  and  of  excellent  Ci/Jî.î  have  been  brought 
to  Europe, 
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CHAP.    X. 


Jidmiral^  Columbus  returns  into  the  New 
JVorld^  hy  the  CathoUck  K.in^s  Order  ; 
where  he  dij'covers  feverat  Countries^ 
abounding  in  all  Things  necejfarj  for  the 
Support  of  Humane  Life. 


COlumbiti  having  fpent  two  Years  in  Spain^A  çr?^ 
fitted    out  four  Ships  by  the  Catholick%^- 
King's   Order,   and    on  the  Kinth   of  Aday^ 
in   the  Year   1502   fail'd    from    Spai?i^    with 
his   Brother  and   two  hundred    and    feventy 
Men.     He  arriv'd  in   nineteen  Days   at  the 
Iflands  of  the  Canibals^    and    in  feven    more 
at   that  of  HiffanioU-^  fo    that,  according  to 
his    Computation    he    ran    tv/elve    hundred 
Leagues  in  fix  and   twenty   Days.     He    de- 
parted thence  in   a   few  Days,    and  leaving 
Jamaica  and  Cuba  on    his  Right-hand,  came 
to  an   Ifland  call'd  Gvanajfa.     Coafi.ing  along Guanafia 
the  Shore  of  it,    they  difcover'd    two    very  ijUnd. 
large  Canoes,    tow'd  by  Indians  with  Cottoi 
Ropes.     The  Cacique  or  Lord   of  the  Coan- 
try,    with   his  Wife  and  Children,  all  naked 
were    in  thofe    Canoes.     Thofe  who   tcw'd 
them,   made    Signs   to   the    Spaniards^   in    a 
very  haughty  and  fierce  manner,   to  get  ouc 
of  the  Way  for  them  to  pafs,    believing  they 
ought  to   have  the  fape  Refpect  for    their 

H  2  Ma- 
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IVIafter,  that  they  bore  him  themfelves.  Some 
Men  were  put  Afhore,  who  took  the  two 
Canoes  and  all  that  were  in  them.  The 
Spaniards  were  given  to  underftand  by  means 
of  an  Interpreter,  that  the  owner  of  the 
Canoes  was  a  rich  Merchant,  who  came 
from  trading;  with  the  Neighbouring  Na- 
tions, whence  he  brought  Razors  and  Knifes 
made  of  a  Sort  of  tranfparent  Stone,  and 
put  into  Hafts  of  a  very  hard  Sort  of 
Wood.  He  had  befidcs  Abundance  of  other 
iicceiriry  Utcnfils  belonging  to  a  Hoafe, 
fome  Veflcls  of  Earthen  Ware,  curioufly 
made,  others  of  the  aforefaid  tranfparent 
Stone  ^  Cotton  Cloths  of  ail  Sorts  of  Co- 
lours ^  and  feveral  Rarities  of  Parrots  Fea- 
thers put  together,  with  wonderful  Work- 
nianHiip.  The  Adiniral  caus'd  him  to  be 
difmifs'd  and  rcftorM  him  all  his  Goods, 
whereof  the  h/djan  very  freely  ofFer'd  him 
part,  informing  him  as  to  all  Things  rela- 
ting to  that  Coall. 
Defi-np-  Sailing  ten  Leagues  farther  they  difco- 
tjon  of  ver'd  a  plentiful  Country,  ot  a  vafl  extent, 
Chiapa.  vvliich  the  Natives  call'd  Quiriqui-tana^  ^id 
Columbus  namM  Chi.tpa.  1  here  he  caus'd  fc- 
vtral  Huts  to  be  ereded,  made  of  the  Boughs 
of  Trees,  in  one  of  which  he  had  Mafs 
fiid,  to  return  Thanks  to  God  for  that 
Dillovery.  Soon  atter  a  mighty  Number 
of  Indians  came  to  the  Place  all  naked,  ex- 
cepting only  lome  Farts  of  the  Body,  which 
they  covtr'd  with  large  Leaves  of  Trees. 
They  drew  near  the  Europeans^  without  any 
manner  of  Fcjr  and  gaz'd  on  them  as  fome- 
thiag  more  than  Men.  Some  of  them  brought 
itveral  forts  of  the  Country  Fruit,  and  others 

Pitchers 
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Pitchers  of  Water  which  they  freely  olFer'd, 
•^nd  then  bowing  their  Heads  very  low, 
they  withdrew.  Columbus  feeing  them  fo 
Courteous,  usM  all  poffible  Demonfl:ration> 
of  Kincfnefs  and  gave  them  little  Looking- 
Glafles,  Strings  of  Glafs-Beads,  and  ether 
Things  of  this  Nature,  which  pleasM  rhtnv 
bffl:.  All  this  Country  is  rich  and  fruit- 
ful j  the  Air  is  pleafantand  wholfome-,  there 
h  plenty  of  all  Things  necelfary  for  the 
S'.ipport  of  human  Life  ^  the  Land  is  partlv 
Plains  and  partly  Mountains,  all  of  them 
cover'd  with  Trees,  Fruit  and  Flowers,  at 
the  fame  Time.  Several  Springs  and  Brooks 
cut  and  Water  the  Plains.  There  are  alfo 
Woods  of  Pine  and  Palm  Trees,  with  wild 
Vines,  growing  naturally  of  themfelves,  clofe 
under  the  Trees  and  loaded  with  Clufteis 
of  ripe  Grapes.  They  made  Swords  and 
Spears  of  the  Wood  of  a  certain  Species  of 
Palm-Trce.  Cotton  grows  all  the  Country 
over,  without  the  lead  AfTiftance  from  In- 
duftry.  It  produces  all  forts  of  Grain  and 
Roots  fie  to  make  Bread.  The  Woods 
are  full  of  Lions,  Tigers,  Deer,  Birds  of 
all  Colours  and  feveral  Sizes.  Peacocks  of 
a  mod  delicious  tafte  are  fed  in  the  Houfes, 
as  Fowl  are  in  other  Parts,  for  their  com- 
mon Ufe.  The  Natives  are  of  a  lai-ge 
Size  and  well  (hap'd  ;  they  Paint  all  their 
Bodies  over  with  the  Juice  of  certain  Fruits, 
like  the  Apples  in  Europe^  which  they  plane 
in  their  Gardens  for  that  Purpofe.  Some 
paint  themfelves  all  over  red,  others  all 
Black  ^  and  others  adorn  themfelves  drawing 
feveral  Flowers,  Rofes,  and  ftrange  Figures 
after  the  Moorifh  Fafnion.  The  Admiral 
H  3  ob- 
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obferving  that  the  Sea  fet  there  with  a  vi- 
olent Stream  to  the  Weflward,  did  not 
think  fit  to  proceed  any  farther  that  Way  ^ 
bjt  chofe  rather  ta  turn  back  towards  thç 
Coaft  of  Paria^  and  Boca  del  Draga  or  the 
Dragons  Mouth,  before  fpoken  of,  from 
\yhich  he  thought  he   was  not  very  far. 


CHAP.    XI. 

Of  the  feveml  Rarities  Columbus  obfer- 
ved  in  his  Wny^  and  of  the  Diffofitiorji 
of  the  People  of  the   Country. 


H' 


'E  departed  from  Quiri^uitana  on  the 
one  and  twentieth  of  AuffuJ}^  and  ha- 
ving faird  thirty  Leagues,  came  to  a  mighty 
River,  which  carries  its  fre(h  Water  a  great 
Way  into  the  Sea,  before  it  mixes  with  the 
ijalt.  They  advanc'd  but  fcventy  Leagues 
in  forty  Days,  and  that  with  much  Difficul- 
ty, being  kept  back  by  the  ftrong  Current 
of  the  >A/ater  \  fo  that  they  fometimc^  found 
in  the  Evening  that  they  had  rather  gone 
backward  then  advanc'd,  and  were  fain  to 
lie  at  Anchor  all  Night,  for  Fear  of  running 
^  Je//fii;eypQj^  the  Rocks.  In  the  Space  of  eight 
-"  *  Leagues  they  found  three  feveral  Rivers  full 
of  Fi(h  and  Tortoifes,  and  the  Banks  all  co- 
vered with  Canes  thicker  than  a  Man's 
Thigh,  among  which  there  are  feveral  Sorts 

of 
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of  Creatures,  as  Crocodiles,  and  others,  which 
lay  basking  in  the  Sun.  The  Air  of  thefe 
Countries  is  fo  wholefom^  and  pleafant, 
that  none  of  all  the  Men  were  the  leaft  in- 
difpos'd,  during;  the  whole  Voyage.  The/ 
there  law  a  Wood  all  full  of  Mirabolan 
Trees.  About  two  hundred  of  the  Country 
People  came  out  to  meet  the  Spaniards^  ha- 
ving each  of  them  four  Javelings  in  his  Hand 
to  dart  -,  however  they  are  of  a  f  entle  and 
peaceable  Difpofition  and  did  no  Body  any 
Harm,  but  refus'd  what  was  ofFer'd  to  be 
given  them,  fearing  there  might  he  fome 
Fraud  conceafd  under  it,  and  thofe  who  took 
any  thing  left  it  upon  the  Shore,  being  na- 
turally more  inclin'd  to  give  than  to  receive. 
They  offer'd  the  Spaniards  two  molt  beau- 
tiful young  Maids,  giving  them  to  under- 
ftand  by  Signs,  that  they  might  carry  them 
away  whither  they  pleas'd.  The  Men  are 
ftark  naked,  and  fhave  their  Forheads,  but 
wear  their  Hair  long  behind  -,  the  Women 
bind  up  their  TrefTes  with  a  Cotton  Ribbon. 
The  Admiral  caus'd  the  two  Maidens  to  b: 
handfomely  clad,  put  red  Caps  upon  thci 
Heads  and  fent  them  back  to  their  Father; 
but  they  left  the  Cloaths  and  Caps  on  the 
Shore.  Columbus  accepted  of  two  young 
Men,  to  make  Interpreters  of  them,  that  his 
Men  might  learn  the  Language  of  the  Coun- 
try, and  to  teach  them  the  Spa»i[(}  Tongue, 
Columbus  obfcrv'd  that  there  is  very  little 
ebbing  and  flowing  on  that  Sea,  becaaic  he- 
faw  the  Trees  grew  along  the  Edge  of  th" 
Water,  as  they  do  on  the  Banks  of  K'l  ■ 
vers  and  Brooks.  Several  of  thefc  Tree; 
bow'd  down  their  Branches  to  the  GrouruU 
H  4  and 
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and  even  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Water,  much 
after  the  faroe  Manner  as  the  Vaines  do 
in  Europe.  In  this  Province  they  found  a 
fort  of  Creatures  like  our  Cats,  but  with 
a  longer  and  thicker  Tail,  on  which  they 
lay  all  their  Strefs  when  they  defign  to 
leap  down  from  a  higher  Place,  or  from  one 
Branch  or  Tree  to  another.  A  S^anixrd 
with  an  Arrow  wounded  one  of  thcfe  Crea- 
tures which  flew  down  from  tiie  Tree  with 
wonderful  Swiftnefs,  and  fell  upon  him  that 
had  hurt  him,  who  drawing  his  Sword  cut 
off  one  of  Its  fore  Legs  and  took  it,  car- 
rying it  to  the  Ship  where  it  became  tame. 
One  Day  feveral  Spaniards^  who  were  in 
Want  of  'Provifions,  going  into  the  Woods 
to  hunt  for  fome  wild  Creatures  to  feed  on, 
took  a  wild  Boar  alive,  which  they  carry'd 
Aboard  their  VefTel.  As  foon  as  ever  the 
Cat  fpy'd  the  Boar,  fhe  grew  enrag'd,  fell 
upon  it,  and  laying  Hold  of  it,  with  her 
Tail  and  the  fore  Leg  fhe  had  left,  kill'd 
it. 
Ptù-ovcry  Advancing  farther  fourteen  Leagues  along 
to  Porto  tiie  Coad,  they  difcovered  about  three  hun- 
"'^'  drcd  naked  Men,  who  fet  up  a  threatning 
Cry,  when  they  faw  the  Euro^eans^  and 
fiHin»  their  Mouths  with  Water  and  fuch 
Herbs  as  grew  along  the  Banks,  fpit  them 
out  again,  with  Indignation  againft  the 
Strangers,  giving  to  underftand  that  they 
would  have  no  Communication  with  them- 
Their  Bodies  were  all  over  painted  of 
feveral  Colours,  but  not  their  Faces.  The 
Admiral  to  fcare  them,  order'd  fome  Can- 
non to  be  fir'd  without  Ball  ^  for  he  was  of 
Ophiion  that  the  hidians  were  to  be  gain'd 

by 
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by  fair    Means.    The    Noife    of  the    great 
Gans  terrifyM  them,  they  all  fell  down  upon 
the   Ground  and    begg'd    Mercy  ^    brought 
their  Commodities  to  the  Ship,  and  willing- 
ly exchang'd  their  Gold  Chains  and   Brace- 
lets,  for  Strings  of  Glafs    Beads.     In  that 
Coaft   there  are    feveral    Rivers,    in    which 
they  find  Gold.     The  Natives  cover  them- 
felves  with  large  Leaves  of  Trees    to  keep 
off  the  Rain  and  the  Heat  of  the  Sun.  The 
Indians  call'd    the  Country   Fihba^    and    the 
Admiral    finding    a    commodious    Harbour, 
gave  it    the  Name   of  Torto   Bello^    as  it   is 
call'd    to     this    Day.     The     King    of   this 
Country    by  fpecial    Priviledge    had  all   his 
Body   painted    Black,    the  People  being  all 
red.    The    King    and    the   feven    principal 
Men,  wear  a  little  Plate  of  Gold  made  fait 
to    their  Nofe    and  hanging   down  to  their 
Lips,    which  is   one  of  their  greatefl:  Orna- 
ments.    The  Men  cover  their  Privities  with 
a  very  large  Oyfter-Shell,  the   Women  with 
a  Cottton    Ribbon.     They    have   a  certaia 
Plant  in  their  Gardens  which  produces  a  deli- 
cate fort  of  Fruit,  more  pulpy  than  a  Peachy 
and  of  a  moft  exquifitive   Flavour.     On  the 
Banks    there    are    Crocodils   or    Alligators, 
which  fly  as  foon    as  Men  come   near  and 
as  they  go  fend  forth  a  Scent  far  excelling 
that  of  Musk. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XII. 

The  Admird  returns  into  Spain,  to  give 
the  Kjng  an  Account  of  his  nerv  Difcove-' 
rieSy  and  dies. 


ne  Ai-  ^^oinmhus  did  not  think  fit  to  proceed 
7,nift\^  any  farther.  Being  fo  well  fatisfy'd 
that  this  Country  abounded  in  Gold  more 
thau  any  other,  for  they  found  it  mix'd  with 
the  Earth,  in  all  the  Ditches  and  about 
the  Roots  of  the  Trees.  He  refolv'd  to 
fettle  there,  but  was  hindred  by  the  Indi- 
fini.  A  great  Multitude  of  them  came 
down,  encompafllng  the  Sfnmaràs^  who  had 
already  began  to  build  their  Huts,  v/ith 
loud  Cries.  It  was  very  difficult  to  withfland 
the  firft  Attacks  of  the  Indians^  who  foughp 
at  a  Diftancc,  calling  their  Darts,  and  pour- 
ing fhowers  of  Arrows.  Then  they  drew 
near  with  their  wooden  Swords,  and  began 
to  lay  about  them  fo  furioufly,  that  all  the 
Cannon  from  the  Ships  had  no  Effed,  nor 
did  it  daunt  them  in  the  leafl,  they  being 
refolv'd  rather  to  die,  than  to  fee  their 
Country  poflefs'd  by  Strangers.  They  were 
willing  to  admit  of  them  as  Traders,  or 
Paflengcrs,  but  not  as  Inhabitants.  Tho' 
they  had  been  feveral  Times  beaten  and  re- 
pols'd,  they  dill  return'd  and  renew'd  their 
Aflaults  with  the  fame  Intrepidity^  fo  that 
as  the  Europeans  made  their  utmoft  Efforts 
to  fortify  their  Habitation,  fo  the  Indian^ 

came 
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Icame  on  ftill  with  greater  Force  to  drive 
them  away,  fighting  Day  and  Night  with- 
out any  Intermiflion.  The  Admiral  perceiving 
their  Obllinacy,  thought  fit  to  withdraw  to  ^^^^^^ 
Jamaica,  the  (horteft  Way.  He  Tuffer  d  veryj^^aica, 
much  in  his  PafTage  thither,  and  arrivd  at 
that  Ifland  in  a  very  bad  condition,  ^yhere 
he  was  oblig'd  to  continue  feveral  Months, 
becaufe  his  Shij^s  were  utterly  difabled  and 
he  wanted  Provilîons. 

Being   at  length    come   to    Santo  Domingo^ 
in  the  Ifland  Hiffaniola^  he  refiefh'd  himfelf 
there  for  a  few  Days,  and  then  went  aboard 
the  firft  Ship  that  Hul'd,  in  Order  to  return ^^^^  ^^^^^ 
into  Spain   and  acquaint  his  Catholick  Ma-^^Sp^ij,. 
jefty    with   the    Difcoveries    he    had    made 
along  the  Continent.    The  King  and  all  the 
Court   heard  his  Relation  with  much  Satis- 
faaion  and   Amazement  -,  which   encourag'd 
j-nany  to  attempt  the  like  Enterprizes.   The 
Admiral    withdrawing  into   Cafille,   to  take 
fome  Reft  after  his  extraordinary  Fatigues, 
being  then  old  and  much  troubled  with  the 
Gout,    died   at    yalladolid    in  M^y,    of  the 
Year    1506,  and   order'd    his   Body,  in    his    dLs, 
Will,  to  be  bury'd  at  Sevil.    He  was  with- 
out all  difpute,  a  moft  wonderful  Man,  and 
never  to  be  daunted  or  difcourag'd  by  any 
Difficulties.     The     Difcovery    of    the    new 
World,  gain'd  him  immortal  Honour.     Had 
he  liv'd   among  the    Ancients,  they   would 
certainly  have  ereded  Statues  in  Honour  of 
him,  as   they   did  to   Hercules  and  Bacchus^ 
Don   James  Columbus   his  Son,  was  his  Heir, 
whofe    Wealth  together    with  his  Father's 
Reputation  procur'd  him  to  Wife,  the  no- 
ble lady  Mary  of  Toledo^  Daughter  to   T)on 

Ferdinand 
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Ter  din  and  de  Toledo,  Commendarv  of  Le  9»^ 
and  of  the  greateft  Quality  in  Spatn. 
Notes  in  I^  ^is  Papers  after  his  Ueatli,  were  found 
hh  Pipers  the  particulars  ,of  his  lafl:  Voyage,  and 
of  all  the  Coafts  he  had  Difcover'd.  He 
there  obferves  among  other  Things,  that  in 
thofe  Countries  they  enjoy  a  continual  Spring 
and  Autumn,  all  the  Year  about,  there  being 
always  Flowers  and  Fruit  -,  that  the  Air  is 
extraordinary  Temperate  and  healthy  -,  that 
none  of  his  Company  ever  had  the  Icafl 
Diftemper,  or  felt  cxxefllve  Cold  or  Heat^ 
that  the  Natives  of  the  Country  are  very 
skilful  in  gathering  of  Gold  \  that  they  per- 
feftly  know  the  Place  where  there  is  moft 
of  it  to  be  found  j  that  they  ohpjrve  par-r 
ticular  Cereniouies  when  they  prepare  ihem- 
felves  to  gather  it,  never  daring  to  have 
to  do  with  their  Wives  durins;  all  the  Time 
they  are  about  it,  eating  and  drinking  very 
fparingly  and  abftaning  from  all  forts  of 
Pleaiures:,  and  that  they  adore  the  Sun,  the 
only  worihip  they  perform  to  him,  being  to 
bow  to  him  at  his  Riling.  The  Mountains 
in  the  Province  of  l^emgua  far  exceed  the 
Clouds  in  Height  \  and  the  Admiral,  who 
was  the  firll  that  ever  difcover'd  them,  was 
of  Opinion,  tliat  it  was  at  leafi:  five  and 
twenty  Leagues  to  the  Top  of  them. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.    XIII. 


The  Catholick  Kjng  Orders  the  Comman- 
ders A  Ion  fo  de  Hojeda,  and  Diego  de 
NicuelTa  to  pant  Colonies  in  the  New 
World. 


THE    Court    of   S^ain  refolv'd   to   pro- Hojeda  at 
fecute   the   Enterprize  began    by    theCartha- 
Admiral  Chrifiopher  Columhm^    who  had  often  S^"^* 
laid  that   Vera^ua  and  Vraba^  were  the  pro- 
pereft  Places   for  fettling   Colonies  of  Chri- 
ftians.      Thefe     two    Places    arc    in   about 
nine  Degrees  of  North  Latitude.     Alonfo  de 
Hajeda  fitted  Out  feme  Ships  and  put  to  Sei, 
with  about  three  hundred  Men.     After  fome 
Days    fail,    he  arrivM    at    a  .  certain  Place 
on  the  Continent,    which    had    been   difco- 
ver'd    by   Columbus^    who   had  given   it    the 
Name    of  Carthagena.     This    Pert    is    very 
fpacious  and    Land  lock'd  on  all  Sides,   like 
that  of  Carthagena^    in  Spain.     The  Men  and 
Women  there  are  beautiful  and  well  fhap'd. 
On  the   Trees  there  are  Apples  very    plea--^'"To'"o«5 
lant    to  the   Eye,  but  poifonous,   in  fo  much '^^''''^' 
that  thofewhoeat  of  them  feel  their  Bowels, 
as  if  they  were   torn  to  Pieces,  much   after 
the   manner  as  if  the  Worms  gnaw'd  them  j 
and  if  a  Man  happens   to    jleep  under   the 
Shade  of  thefe  Trees,    his    Head   fvvells  to 
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a  prodigious  Bignefs,  and  he  almoft  lo 
his  Sight.  Hojeda  entring  the  Port,  alla 
ted  the  Natives  by  Surprise,  and  made  a 
great  Slaughter  of  them,  becaufc  he  came 
upon  them  when  they  were  parted  and  all 
naked. 
Shuphter  He  had  receiv'd  Orders  to  put  all  to  the 
ofchrifti.  Sword,  becaufe  they  would  never  fuffer 
tfwj.  the  Europeans,  who  had  difcovcr'd  that  Coun- 
try, to  make  any  Settlement  there.  Here 
they  found  fome  little  Gold,  beaten  out  in- 
to Plates,  which  the  Indians  wear  on  their 
Stomachs,  as  an  Ornament.  Hojeda  causM 
fome  Prifoners  to  conduct  him  to  a  Place, 
whither  the  Indians  living  about  the  Har- 
bour had  withdrawn  thcmfelves,  to  join  the 
other  Katives^  who  being  all  arm'd  with 
Swords  made  of  very  hard  Wood,  and  poi- 
fon'd  Arrows,  the  Points  whereof  are  made 
of  Bone,  inltcad  of  Iron,  fell  upon  the 
Chriftians  with  fuch  Rciblution  and  Fury, 
and  dreadful  Shouts,  that  they  kill'd  above 
fixty  of  them  the  very  firll  Charge.  Ho- 
jeda was  thus  oblig'd  to  retire  to  his  Ships 
With  the  reft  of  his  Forces,  which  were  in 
Oefpair  for  the  I.ofs  of  fo  many  of  their 
Companions. 

About  the  fume  Time  the  Commander 
DieiTo  de  Nicuejfu  arrivM  there,  bringing 
fix' ^hundred  and  fonrfcore  Men  in  five  Ships. 
They  held  a  Council  to  refolve  what  Mea- 
fures  they  fhould  take,  and  unanimoufly  a- 
greed  to  revenge  the  Death  of  their  Com- 
panions-,  and  accordingly  drawing  up  their 
Men  in  order  of  Battel,  march'd  all  the  Night 
without  making   any  Noifc,  and  came  two 

Hour? 
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Hours  before  Day  to  the  Village,  where  the 
firfl  Battel  had  been  fought*  All  the  iioxjiks  DeflruEiu' 
were  made  of  Wood  and  cover'd  with  ^'J^^^^^'^' 
Leaves,  to  which  the  Sfaniards  fet  Fire  on 
all  Sides,  fo  that  all  the  Inhabitants,  Men 
a. id  Women,  were  either  burnt  orf  put  to 
the  Sword,  except  fix  Children,  who  told 
them  that  the  Indians  had  drefs'd  the  Sfa- 
niards  llain  in  the  former  Ingagement,  to 
eat  them.  A  little  Gold  was  there  found, 
among  the  Aflies  of  the  Houfes  that  had 
been  burnt.  Having  fucceeded  in  this  Expe- 
dition, and  being  inform'd  that  there  was  a 
large  Indian  Town,  clofe  by  a  rich  Gold 
Mine,  the  Commander  Hojeda  refolv'd  to 
attack  it,  and  by  the  Way  took  two  C«- 
vibals  and  fix  Women  of  the  fame  Nation. 
The  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  having  re- 
ceiv'd  Intelligence  of  their  coming,  ftood 
upon  their  Guard  Day  and  Night  to  fight 
them,  if  they  were  attack'd.  In  (hort,  Hojeda  ^p^nî^râ; 
was  repuls'd  the  firft  Aflault  he  made,  with  iefj^jteii^ 
very  great  Lofs  of  Men,  becaufc  the  Indians 
defended  themfelves  with  poifon'd  Arrows. 
Hojeda  himfelf  was  ihot  through  the  Thigh 
with  one  of  thofe  Arrows,  which  for  a  long 
Time  put  him  to  intolerable  Pain,  not  to 
mention  the  Want  he  endur'd,  for  all  the 
Country  was  againit  him.  Befides  his  Sol- 
diers mutiny'd  againfl:  him,  alledging  that  he 
ftarv'd  them,  and  refolv'd  to  go  away  upon 
two  Brigantines  into  Hif^amoLi^  for  there 
were  but  fixty  left  of  three  hundred  that 
came  into  the  New  World. 


A  no- 
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Encifo  Another  Parcel  of  5/7^w/4r^.f  under  the  Con- 
Darien.  ^^^^^  °^.^^^  Batchelor  Encifo  imbark'd  ia  a 
Brigantine,  to  find  out  fomc  convenient.' 
Habitation.  The  Indians  of  that  Country, 
who  had  never  feen  a  VefTel  under  Sail, 
were  aflronifliM  at  that  unufual  Sight,  but 
however  they  provided  to  hinder  the  Stran- 
gers from  landing.  They  were  about  five 
hundred  Men,  arm'd  with  Bows  and  Ar- 
rows, and  immedlatly  fent  away  their 
Wives  and  Children,  that  they  might 
have  nothing  to  hinder  them  when  in- 
gag'd.  The  Chriflians,  whofe  Number  was 
but  fmall,  fell  to  their  Prayers,  and  made  a 
Vow  to  our  lady  of  Sevil  to  build  a  Town 
and  a  Church  of  her  Name,  and  to  fend  one 
of  their  Number  in  Pilgrimage  to  S^ain^  if 
they  obtained  the  Viftory  -,  befides  they  in- 
gag\l  to  one  another,  that  no  one  would 
turn  his  Bjck  upon  the  Enemy.  Being 
thus  prepared,  they  rufh'd  on  furioufly  upQu 
the  Indiafis^  who  gave  them  a  full  Volley  of 
their  Arrows,  which  yet  did  no  Execution,  the 
Spaniards  being  cover'd  with  Bucklers  of  a 
very  hard  Sort  of  Wood.  After  fome  Op- 
pofitioii,  ihcy  all  ficd  and  left  their  Town, 
to  the  Spaniards^  who  found  there  Bread  and 
other  Provi lions  to  ferve  them  a  Year,  be- 
lidcs  feveral  valuable  Commodities,  as  Cot- 
ton Blankets,  on  which  the  Natives  lie, 
VelTels  of  Wood,  and  Earcht;n  Ware,  Gold 
Chains  and  Plates.  This  Wealth  overjoy'd 
the  Ghriflians,  who  purfuant  to  their  Vow, 
l):ilc  a  Chmch,  in  Honour  of  the  BlelTed 
Virgin,  and  a  Town,  which  became  after- 
w.irds  one  of  the  famouRlt  in  the  new 
World. 
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Lofe  de  Olano  having  found  out  a  rich  and 
fruitful  Vale,  with  the  Confent  of  the  reft 
of  his  Company  refolv'd  to  take  the  VefTels 
in  Pieces,  in  order  to  fettle  in  the  Indies^ 
and  never  more  think  of  returning  into  S^ain. 
Accordingly  they  began  to  fow  Maiz.  or 
Indian  Wheat  and  other  Grain,  that  they 
might  have  fomething  to  fibufl  on  -,  for  they 
had  till  then  fufFer'd  the  utmoft  Extremity 
of  Want,  having  for  thé  lafl:  fixty  Days  fed 
only  upon  a  few  Herbs  and  Roots,  without 
finding  fo  much  as  good  Water  to  drink. 
Befides  that  they  were  often  hard  put  to  it 
by  the  Natives,  a  fierce  People,  with  whom 
they  could  not  obtain  the  lealt  Commerce, 
and  who  daily  kili'd  fome  of  them  with 
their  poifon'd  Arrows  \  fo  that  of  fix  hun- 
red  that  imbark'd  in  S^a.in^  they  were  now 
reduc'd  to  fourfcore  and  five,  the  reft  being 
all  dead  for  Want,  or  elfe  kili'd  in  the  fmall 
Ingagements  they  had  with  the  Indians.  How- 
ever they  built,  the  beft  they  were  able  a  fmall  Nombre 
Fort,  v/hich  they  call'd  Nombre  de  Dlos^  or  the  de  Dio$ 
Name  of  God,  which  has  been  fince  one  of  the^"''^» 
ficheft  and  moft  coafiderable  Tov/ns  in  the 
Wefi  Indies. 


CHAP.    XIV. 

The  Adventures  of  Captain  Roderick 
Colmenar  and  the  Misfortunes  he  met 
jvith  in  his  Voyages, 

Roderick   Cotmenar  fet    out    from    ^^fF/-^''-^fi^^%ri 
U^  on  the  Thirteenth  of  Otiober^  in  the  ^.j^Vj/j,^. 
Year  1510,  carrying  fix  hundred  Men  along  fy?;e. 
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with  him.    He  direfted  his  Courfe  towards 
the  Continent,  and  arriv'd  on  the   Coaft  of 
Paria  in  the  Month  of  November  \  where   he 
fent  a  Boat  afhore  to  take  in  Water.  Here 
they  obferv'd  a    Mountain  of  a  prodigious 
Height  and    cover'd   with   Snow,    tho'  it  is 
within  ten  Degrees  of  the  Equinoctial.  Com- 
ing afhore,  they  found  a    good  likely  Man, 
cloath'd  in  Cotton  Cloth,  attended  by  twen- 
ty others,  all    of  them    clad  like    him.     On 
his  Shoulders  hung  a  fhort  Cloak,  which  did 
not  reach  below  his   Middle,  and  under  this 
Cloak  was  a  Veft,    or  Robe  reaching  down 
to    the    Ground.     He    drew    near   the  Sfa- 
7.'iirds^   and  feem'd  by  Signs  to  advife  them, 
not  to  take  of  that   Water,   becaufe  it  was 
not  good,  and  they  might  find  better  a  lit- 
tle higher  ^    but  the    perfidious  Wretch  had 
laid   fix   hundred    of   his  Men,  arm'd  with 
Bows  and  Arrows  in  Ambulh,  who  fell  up- 
on the  SçMiiiirds^  as  they  were   going  about 
to  fill  their    Vcifels   with    Water,    and  flior 
their  Arrows  fo   dexteroufly  at  them,    that 
tiiey  wounded   fix  and    forty   in  the  Twink- 
ling of  an  Eye,  before  they  could   have  Time 
to   look   about,  or  put    themfelvcs  in  a  Po- 
Iture  of  Defence,  then  they  feiz'd  the  Boat 
and  beat  it   to  Pieces.    Their  Arrows  being 
poifon'd,    all    the    Spaniards    dy'd    of     their 
Wounds,  but  one-,    feven  others  hid   them- 
felvcs in  a  hollow  Tree,  but  the  Ship  failing 
that  Night,  after  this  Misfortune,  it   is  to 
he   iuppos'd,  they  were  all  deftroyM    by  the 
J/idians. 

Colmennr    arriving     at    Vraha    found     the 
Mifenes   Spaniards  there  in  the  moft;  lamentable  Con 
^-^.j].^'^^" l'édition  in  the  World,  ftarving  with  Hunger, 
ulaha."  ^^n^  having   nothing  to  cover  their  Naked- 

ncfs. 
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n€fs,  befldes  that  they  were  at  Variance  a- 
mong  themfelves,  the  Batchclor  Encifo  and 
I'^afco  A^wwf^difpu ting  about  the  Government. 
To  pacify  them  both  and  obviate  all  thofe 
Diforders,  it  was  refolv'd  to  go  feek  out 
the  Commander  Nicuejfa^  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed Chief  over  them.  They  found  that 
unfortunate  Captain  at  the  Foot  of  a  Moun- 
tain, where  he  was  labouring  to  build  a 
fmall  Fort.  He  had  brought  fix  hundred 
and  eigty  five  Men  into  the  new  World,  and 
had  now  but  fixty  of  them  left,  who  were 
llarvingfor  Hunger,  and  fcarce  able  to  fland 
upon  their  Legs.  It  is  wonderful,  that  having 
been  at  the  Head  of  fuch  a  Body  of  Men, 
well  arm'd  and  provided  with  all  NecefTaries 
for  undertaking  of  any  conliderable  Expe- 
dition ;  and  being  beiides  in  a  very  rich  and 
fruitful  Country,  in  the  Midft  of  feveral 
good  Indian  Towns  \  yet  this  Commander 
chofe  rather  to  ftarve  for  Hunger  with  all 
his  Men,  than  to  attempt  any  bold  Under- 
taking. Thofe  who  fhall  happen  to  read  the 
Expeditions  afterwards  made  into  that  fime 
Country,  with  much  fmaller  Numbers  of 
Men,  cannot  but  lay  all  this  Captain's  Mis- 
fortunes upon  his  own  Indifcretion  and  Want 
of  Capacity,  and  it  may  well  be  concluded 
that  he  wanted  both  Ingenuity  and  Cou- 
rage. Colmenar  was  mov'd  to  Compafliou 
when  he  faw  the  mifcrable  Condition  thofe 
People  were  reduc'd  to,  and  embracing  Ni- 
cueffa^  with  Tears  in  his  Eyes,  told  him, 
that  the  Spaniards  who  had  fettl'd  at  Santa 
Maria  del  Darien.  defir'd  him  for  their  Go-„,';^''Vj[* 
vernour,  hoping  that  he  would  put  an  End 
to  their  Divifions  by  his  Authority.  When 
Nicuefa  had  a  little  fatisfy'd  the  Hunger 
I  2      '  that 


1 16  The  General  HISTORY 

that  tormented  him,  hebegaa  to  rail  bitter- 
ly againft  the  Spaniards  of  Darien^  declaring 
that  he  defign'd  to  feize  upon  the  Gold  they 
had,  which  no  way  belong'd  to  them,  being 
no  other  than  the  Plunder  of  his  Collègue 
Hojeda.  The  Spaniards  being  inform'd  of 
his  Defign,  met  and  with  great  Threats 
oblig'd  him  to  get  Aboard  a  Brigantine, 
with  only  feventeen  Men,  ot  the  fixty  he 
had  brought.  This  Outrage  was  condcmnM 
by  all  Men  of  Reputation,  and  from  that 
Time  Nicueffa  was  never  more  heard  of^ 
hut  it  was  believ'd  he  perilh'd  in  his  Paf- 
fage  to  Hifpaniola^  whither  he  was  going  to 
complain  of  the  Infolencc  of  f^afco  Nunez.. 

-.,  rj  ^  AH  Colmenétr\  Provifions  being  fpent,  his 
ir'caciqucMen  and  he  were  forc'd  to  go  into  the 
4r;ihi/j->Jeighbouring  Country,  like  hungry  Wolves, 
^'b*  to  feek  out  fomething  to  fubfift  on.  P^afco 
Nunez,  and  Colmenar^  at  the  Head  of  an 
hundred  and  fifty  Men,  march'd  towards 
the  Province  of  Coiha.  They  made  Appli- 
cation to  the  Caciijue  Careta  and  would  oblige 
liim  with  mighty  Threats  to  find  them  Pro- 
vifions. He  told  them,  •that  the  Chriftians 
who  had  pafs'd  thro'  his  Dominions  before 
them  had  taken  away  what  he  had,  and 
that  his  People  had  not  gathered  in  the 
Harvefl:,  becaufe  the  Cacique  Poncho,  madç 
War  on  him.  The  Spaniards  never  regard- 
ing the  Reafons  alledg'd  by  the  Cacicjue^ 
pUindcr'd  his  Village  ^  took  him  Prifi^ner, 
with  his  Wives,  his  Children  and  all  his  Fa- 
mily, and  fent  them  away  to  Darien.  A- 
inong  them  were  found  three  Spaniards.,  very 
fat  and  ftark  naked,  they  had  fled  eighteen 
Months  before,  from  the  Commander  Nicuejfa 

and 
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and  had  taken  up  among  the  Indians^  who 
treated  them  very  courteoufly.  Vafco  re- 
turning to  Ddrien^  threw  the  Batchelor  Encifo 
into  Prifon  and  ieiz'd  all  his  Effeds,  be- 
caufe  he  had  made  himfelf  a  Governour  in 
the  new  World,  without  any  CommilTioii 
from  the  King  of  Sfain  •  but  the  Chief  Men 
in  Darif.n  procur'd  his  Liberty  and  Leave 
for  him  to  go    away  in   a  Ship. 

To  put  fome  End  to  all  thefe  Diforders  Cacique 
it  was  refolv'd  to  fend  a  Deputation  to  thePoncha 
Viceroy  of  the  Indies^  which  was  tbe  Sonf'""^'^'"'''* 
of  the  late  Chrifiopber  Columbus  and  to  the 
Council  of  State  for  Inftrudions  how  to  be- 
have themfelves  under  the  Misfortunes  they 
were  in.  In  the  mean  while  Fafco  Nunez., 
who  could  not  endure  to  be  idle,  concer- 
ted his  Meafures  with  the  Cacique  Careta 
his  Prifoner,  for  making  War  on  the  Ca~ 
cique  Poncha,  his  Neighbour,  upon  Condition, 
that  being  reftor'd  to  his  Liberty,  he  Ihould 
joyn  with  the  Spaniards  and  furnifh  them 
with  Provifions.  The  Indians  in  thofe  Parts 
do  not  make  ufe  of  poifoa'd  Arrows  in  Bat- 
tel, but  of  long  Swords,  made  of  a  hard 
fort  of  Wood,  and  of  Spears  with  very 
fharp  Points  of  Bone.  Being  thus  agreed 
they  March'd  to  attack  the  Cacique  Poncha, 
who  fled  upon  the  firft  approach  of  his  E- 
nemies,  and  they  plunder'd  his  Village,  where 
they  found  feveral  Jewels  and  Ornaments 
of  Gold,  wrought  after  the  Indian  Manner. 
They  took  no  more  of  the  Booty  than  they 
could  carry  away  upon  their  Backs,  having 
no  Carriages,  and  that  Cacicjue\  Village  be- 
ing above  fifty  Miles  from  Darien.  For 
this  Reafon  l;hey  refolv'd,  from  tliat  Time 

for- 
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forward  not  to  make  War  on  atyy  Cacicjuer 
but  thofe  who  were  near  the  Sea  or  Ri- 
vers, that  they  might  remove  their  Goods, 
and  other  Commodities    in  their  Boats  and 

>4/rk»i/;  Ships. 

Cacique,  They  agreed  to  begin  their  Conqueft  with' 
the  Province  of  Comagre^  where  there  \%  a 
delightful  Vale  about  fix  and  thirty  Mile». 
in  length  and  all  encompafs'd  with  Moun-r 
tains.  The  Cacique  hearing  of  the  Approach 
of  his  Enemies,  made  ufe  of  the  Mediati- 
on  of  three  Spafjtards,  who  had  been  found 
with  the  Cacique  Careta,  to  make  his  Peace 
for  him  -,  fo  that  the  Chriftians  enter'd  his 
Country  in  friendly  manner.  He  came  to 
meet  them  with  Ç\k  of  his  Soas,  handfomc 
Men  and  all  Naked  -,  conduced  them  to  his 
Houfe  and  entertained  them  with  all  pof- 
fible  Demonftration  of  perfeft  Friendlhip. 
Before  this  Caciques  Houfe  was  a  iiandfome 
Square  of  an  hundred  and  fiû:y  Paces  every 
Way,  where  they  might  fit  ia  the  (hade. 
They  went  thro'  a  Portico  an  hundred  and 
fifty  Paces  in  length  and  eighty  in  breadth, 
fupportcd  by  many  Piliers  or  Columns  of 
Wood,  very  well  wrought,  all  the  other 
Sides  of  the  Houfe  were  alfo  hemm'd  in  with 
Trees.  In  the  Midit  of  this  Portico  was 
a  great  Gate,  which  led  to  a  large  fquare 
Hall,  at  the  End  whereof  was  the  Cacique\ 
Bedchamber,  within  tliis  there  were  two  o- 
ther  Rooms,  in  one  of  which  the  Cacique\ 
Wives  lay  \  the  other  was  full  of  dead  Bodies 
dry'd  up  and  ty'd  acrofs  to  Stakes  with 
Ropes  of  Cotton..  Oppofite  to  thcfe  two 
Rooms  there  were  three  others,  full  of  Loaves 
and  Meat,  of  Wooden  and  Earthen  Veflels,. 

of 
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of  the  Wine  they  make  in  that  Province, 
and  Fruit  of  all  Colours  and  a  moll  exquitite 
Tafl.  The  Slaves  were  in  another  Apart- 
ment, with  thofe  Officers,  who  had  charge 
of  all  thofe  Things,  which  were  for  the 
Support  of  Life.  The  Floors  were  curioufly 
wrought,  and  all  the  Structure  was  cover'd 
after  the  Manner  of  a  Pavillion  with  Herbs 
and  Leaves  fo  clofe  lay'd  together,  that  no 
Rain  could  ever  pierce  it. 

The  Sfaniards  ask'd  the  Cacique^  why  he  Desi  5#- 
kept  fo  many  dry'd  Bodies,  who  anfwer'd,^'^^  f^^* 
That  they  were  the  Carkafes  of  all  the^'^''^  ' 
Caciijues  his  Predeceffors,  and  then  (how'd 
them  his  Father's,  which  he  preferv'd  with 
great  Refped.  Thefe  dead  Bodies  were 
cover'd  with  little  Cotton  Sheets,  wrought 
with  Gold.  The  eld  eft  Son  of  the  Cacie^ue 
by  his  looks  feem'd  to  be  a  Perfon  of 
lingular  Judgment  and  Difcretion.  He  told 
his  Father,  that  it  was  requilite  to  make 
very  much  of  and  fhow  all  Pofllble  Kind- 
nefs  to  thofe  Nations,  who  only  live  by 
War  and  Rapine,  that  they  might  have 
no  pretence  of  doing  him  any  Harm,  as  they 
had  done  to  his  Neighbours.  And  obferving 
that  they  minded  nothing  but  gathering  of 
Gold,  he  added.  That  they  ought  to  give 
Vafco  Nunez,  and  Colmenar  all  the  Gold  they 
had,  with  fixty  Slaves  to  ferve  them.  The 
ufe  of  Slaves  is  very  common  among  the 
Indians  they  take  them  forcibly  one  from 
another  and  exchange  them  for  Commodities, 
having  no  Knowledge  of  any  Coin. 

When  the  Spaniards    had  got  together  all^    . 
the   Caciques   Gold,   they   laid    it  out  in   ^ son^p^^nd- 
fpacious    Place,   to    divide    it   among  thçm^f^smmh 
after   laying   afide   the   fifth   Part    for   the  ooii. 

Kin?. 
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King  of  Spain.  This  Dividend  could  not  be 
made  without  much  contefting,  fo  that  at  ; 
lafl:  they  came  to  Blows.  The  Caci^jues  Son  I 
growing  into  a  great  Pafllon,  to  fee  them 
quarrel  among  themfelves,  threw  the  Scales  j 
and  the  Gold,  fome  one  Way  and  fome 
another,  faying,  What  a  Shame  it  is  for  you  to 
he  fo  inrag'd^  about  fucb  an  Inconfiderable 
Trifle  ^  if  you  are  fo  greedy  of  Gold  and  if  that 
is  the  Occaftofi  of  your  Dijlurbing  the  Peace  of 
fo  many  Nations^  I  will  Jljorv  you  a  Country 
that  ts  fuU  of  Gold  where  you  may  glut  your 
felves  ;  hut  you  fnufi  tT>gage  fome  powerful 
Caciques,  and  particularly  him  of  Tumanama, 
whofe  Country  is  but  fix  Suns  from  hence  ^  fê 
the  Indians  call  Days  Journeys.  Tou  will  alfo 
find  Nations  of  the  Temper  of  the  Caribes  and 
CanibUls,  who  e.it  Men  and  live  without  Laws  y 
cr  acknowledging  any  Sovereign,  Thefe  gtvi 
Cold  for  Men  to  eat.  For  our  Party  we  makt 
no  more  Account  of  Gold  than  of  Dufl.  The 
Inhabitants  of  thofe  Coaflsy  tho"*  they  are  nakedy 
as  we  are  y  yet  have  they  ShipSy  which  fail  as 
yours  doy  and  their  Dijhes  and  Porrengers  are 
of  A'fafflve  Gold  as  ours  are  of  Earth.  Thc 
young  Caciques  Words  made  fuch  an  Im- 
preflion  on  the  Minds  of  Colmenar  and' 
ralco  Nunez.y  that  they  were  impatient  to 
be  gone  to  the  Place,  where  they  might  find 
fuch  Plenty  of  Gold.  Tliey  return'd  him 
thanks  for  his  Advice,  and  ask'd  feveral 
Qucflions  concerning  the  JVlcafurcs  they' 
ought  to  take  to  fuccced  ia  their  Délions,  and 
to  fubdue  thofc  Nations. 


CHAP.' 
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CHAP.    XV. 

The  Cacique  Comogor  cAufes  himfelf  to  be 
BAftiz^à  with  aH  his  FAmily,  Vafco  Nu- 
nez difcovers  m  Any  Indian  HAhttAtionSy 
where  he  jinds  abundAnce  of  Gold-PUtes 
and  ChAtns  of  greAt  Value. 


Y 


O  U  may  learn  the  Truth  of  all  this,  ^Cacique 
contiau'd  x.\[q  Cacique  y  from  Perfons  whoJ^""J^. 
lave  made  this  Voyage  \  but  to  fhow  you,  ad-  ■"''■Z^''^"' 
ded  he,  that  I  deal  fmcerely  by  you,  I  offer  my 
~elf  to  accompany  you,  and  am  willing  you 
"hould  kill  me  if  I  deceive  you  :  I'll  put  my  felf 
it  the  head  of  my  Father's  Soldiers  to  afllft 
/ou  and  drive  away  our  Enemies.  The  Chri- 
li  ins  encourag'd  by  thefe  Words  of  the  wife 
)on  of  the  CacicjHc  Comogor^  confented  to  all  he 
iroposM  to  them  ,  and  by  the  Aiïîftance  of 
:hree  SfétnUrdsy  that  ferv'd  as  Interpreters,  per- 
waded  him  to  turn  Chriftian.  The  Father  ha- 
zing agreed  to  it,  was  nam'd  Charles,  and  all 
:he  Family  follow'd  his  Example.  Vafco  Niwez. 
:hen  went  aboard  a  Brigantine  and  fome  Ca- 
loos  with  a  Hundred  Men;  they  found  in 
:heir  PalTage  feveral  Habitations  of  Indians  ^ 
yvhofe  Lord  was  nam'd  Abii.  Thefe  Huts  were 
uilof  Bows  and  Arrows,  and  fome  Plates  and 
Chains  of  Gold.  The  Chriftians  carried  away 
111  they  found  and  put  them  into  their  Cauoos, 
but  they  were  foon  attacked  by  fo  furious  a 
Tempeft,  that  they  were  oblig'd  to  fling  all  into 
the  Sea,  and  divers  Barks  perifhM  with  all  that 
were  on  Board  them.- 

Whilfl:  l^af^o  Nunez,  was  thus  miferably  dealt  The  Spa- 
with,  Colmemr  Saild  towards  the  Mouth  of  a  "''"^^-%  , 
K  great^"'^^^^"^- 
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great  River:  He  there  found  an  Indian  Tovta 
with  700  Habitations,  but  the  Cacicjue  fled  at 
the  approach  of    the  Europeans  :    Afterwards 
changing  his  mind,  he  came  down  with  his  Men 
Wooden     ^"^  ^^^   ^^  ^'^  Enemies  with  long  Woodeo 
,svo,v/w7;iSwordsand  l.ancesi  \<:>x\\i%IfiMans  did  not  na- 
Lajice:,    derfland  the  life  of  Bows  and  Arrows      Thcji 
were  foon  routed,  and  the  Cacicjne  Abenamaihei 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards  with   the 
chief  of  his  Men.     A  Spaniard  nam'd  Raya  was 
left  to  Guard  the  Country  of  this  Cacique  ;  but 
whether  he  was  prefs'd  by  Famine,  or  more  than 
ordinary  delirous  to  find  Gold,  he  foon  quitted 
hisCharge.Whilllhe  wason  his  March,a  Neigh- 
bouring Cacicjue^  one  j4braib.Uy  having   intelli- 
gence of  it,  laid  an  Ambufh  for  him  of  fevcral 
Indians  in  a  Very  thick  Wood  :  On  the  Spaniard} 
approach  they  fell  upon  them,  and  immediately 
kilid  Raya  with  two  of  his  Companions:  The 
others  defended  themf.  Ives  by  help  of  the  Thick, 
nefs  of  the  Wood,  till  fuch  time  as  they  got  in- 
to the  Plain  where  the  Indians  durfl  not  attack 
them,  by  which  means  they  efcapcd  to  their 
Pofts.    The  Indians  ftrip'd  the  three  Soldiers 
they  had  kill'd  and  took  their  Arms,  whi^h  they 
mjde  a  Prcfent  of  to  their  Cacique^  who  arming 
a  great  number  of  his  Men,  went  refolutely  to 
attack  the  Spaniards  in  their  Pofts,     PP^e  fliallfee^ 
faid  he,  what  thefe  Mcn^  [0  greedy  of  Gold^  are^ 
who  lome  fo  far  to  difiarh  our  Repofe.     As  good 
luck  would  have  it,  fome  other  Spaniards  who 
had  been  at  the  Caribhee  Iflands,  return'd  but 
the  Night  before  this  Attack  was  to  be  made. 
In  fliort,  a  great  multitude  of  Indians  coming 
down  with  Bows  and   L.ances,   fell  upon  the 
Chiiflians  with  great  fury,  thinking  to  furprize 
them,  and  not  believing  they  were  near  the 
number  they  vvere-,  but  as  foon  as  they  found 

their 
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their  miftake,  they  began  to  Retreat  with  as 
much  PrecipitatioQ  as  they  came  on  :  The  Sfa- 
niards  entirely  routed  them ,  and  kill'd  and 
took  feveral  of  them,  except  the  Cacicjues  who 
made  their  efcapes.  The  Prifoners  were  fent  to 
Work  in  the  Mines  of  Darien. 

The  Indians  enrag'd  at  this  ill  fuccefs,  re-  ^  Covfpi- 
folv'd  to  revenge  themfelves  come  what  would  racy  de- 
0Ï  it,  but  their  Dellgns  were  detected  in  the  te^ed  mi 
manner  following:  Among  the  Prifoners  that^""'-^ 
Fafco  Nimez.^  Governor  of  Darien^  had  taken, 
there  was  one,  a  Beautiful  young  Woman,  who 
became  paflionately  in  love  with  him  -,  (he  had 
a  Brother  who  had  liberty  to  come  and  fee  her 
as  often  as  he  pleas'd,  and  who  one  day  Ipoke  to 
her  as  follows:  My  dear  Sifier^  faid  he,  you  fee 
the  Infolence  and  ill  Treatment  we  every  day  under' 
go  from  the  Cbrifiians^  which  has  obliged  the  In- 
dians to  League  together  to  the  Number  of  5  or 
60 00)  in  order  to  attack  them  at  an  appointed  day  * 
/  beg  of  yoH  to  avoid  that  Time^  and  to  come  to 
me^  that  yon    may   not  he  involved  in  the  Common 
Atijfacre,    The  young  Indian^  fo  foon  as  ever 
her  Brother  was  departed,  ran  to  l^afco  Nunez.^ 
and  gave  him  an  Account  of  all  (he  had  learnt 
concerning  the  Defign  the  Cacicjues  had  form'd 
to  deftroy  the  Chrillians.    ISlnncz.  underftand- 
ing  this  Confpiracy,  went  with  Si.^ty  of  his 
Men  well  Arm'd  to  take  a  view  of  the  Cociqua^ 
3nd  in  his  March,  meeting  with  an //7<^/^«  with 
feveral  Domefticks  and  divers  Women,  he  let 
upon  them  and  took  them  Prifoners.    On  the 
other  hand  Colmcnar  went  likewife  out  upon 
Difcovery  with  Sixty  Men  whom    he    put  ia 
Chaloops,  having  for  Guide  the  Brother  of  the 
beautiful  Indian  Woman  who  had  a  kindnefs 
for  yafco  NmcT^:  He  Condudted  them  directly 
to  Tiehiriy    where  all  manner  of  Preparations 

K  2  were 
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were  making  for  the  deftruâion  of  the  ChrU 
ftians.  They  entred  the  Huts ,  where  they 
found  great  Qiiantities  of  White  and  Red 
Wines,  and  Bread  and  Provilions  of  all  forts, 
which  they  took.  They  feiz'd  likewife  upon 
him  whom  the  Indians  had  chofen  for  their  Ge- 
neral, and  having  ty'd  him  to  a  Tree,  toge- 
ther with  four  others  that  were  Heads  of  the 
Confpiracy,  they  fhot  them  to  death  with  Ar- 
rows, for  a  Terror  to  the  reft  :  This  Example 
had  that  effed  on  the  Indians^  that  ever  after 
there  was  no  Infurredion  in  thefe  Provinces. 
The  Spaniards  flay'd  fome  time  at  Tuhiri,  to 
confume  the  Vidtuals  and  other  Provifious  they 
found  there. 


CHAP.     XVI. 

Juan  Quincedo  and  Colmenar  return  into 
Spain,  to  inform  the  Kjng  of  thetr  New 
Difcoveries^  and  to  Tranjport  Colonies 
into  the  New  World, 

Deputies  TJEing  retum'd  to  Darierty  they  thought  it 
fevi  io  ij  adv'ilable  to  fend  Deputies  into  Spain,  to 
^^''*"''  inform  his  CatholUk  Majelly  of  the  Affairs  of 
the  frdes^  and  to  demand  frelh  Succours,  that 
thty  mi,e,ht  penetrate  farther  towards  the  SoMth, 
P'aJ^ê  N-inez,  would  willingly  have  undertaken 
this  Embafly  ^  but  his  Friends  advis'd  him  a- 
gainft  it,  for  fear  he  might  not  in  fuch  cafe, 
return  any  more  to  the  Indies.  They  pitch'd 
therefore  upon  "jnan  Qinncedo  for  that  purpofe, 
who  was  a  Man  of  Authority,  SindhhCathoUck 
Majtfty's  Treafurer  in  thofe  parts  -.  This  Perfoa 
leaving  behind  him  a  Wife  and  Children  at 

Darten^ 
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Barieny  they  did  not  doubt  but  he  would  re- 
turn, and  for  his  Encouragement  they  gave  him 
Colmenar  for  a  Companion.     In  their  Voyage 
they  learnt  that  a  certain  Scholar.,  one  Ancifo^ 
had  met  with,  near  the  Ifland  of  Cuba^  a  CacicjHe  >f^onders 
who  was  turn'd  Chriitiân,  and  who  rcceiv'd  him  °f  '^^^»- 
very  kindly.     He  carried  him.  to  a  Place  where  ^"'* 
he  had  built  aChappel  in  Hono'T  of  the  Holy 
Virgin,    where   he  had  an  Altar,  before  which 
he  proftrated  himfelf  everyday,  repeating  fe- 
veral  times  the  Words  Jve  Maria,  which  were 
the  only  ones  he  retain'd.This  C^c;^^^,  added  he, 
had  for  a  long  time  had  with  him  a  Spanijlj  Sol- 
dier, by  whofe  affiftance  he  had  brought  all  the 
Neighbouring  C4c/^;/f/  to  reafon  :  This  Soldier 
wore  always  upon  his  Breafl  the  Image  of  the 
Holy  Virgin,   which  the  Cemi*s  could    by  no 
means  refift.     Thefe  Cemi^s  among  the  Indians  Indian 
are  Images  of   the  Gods  that  they  VVorfhip, /^^w^w. 
which  reprefent  Devils  with  Horns  and  other 
horrible  Shapes.     They  are  fometimes  obferv'd 
to  tremble  and  fall  at  the  approach  of  the  Image 
of  the  Blefled  Virgin,  to  which   the  Baptiz'd 
/»<^/4»j  are  accuftom'd  to  offer  Gold  Plates  and 
Chains,  with  Baskets  of  Fruit  and  other  Edibles 
through  a  certain  kind  of  Devotion. 

One  day,  as  this  Cacique  was  about  to  give  J  Mira- 
Battel  to  his  Enemies,  it  was  agreed  on  both  de,  and 
fides,   that  the  Images  of  our  Lady  and  the  ^^'^/'"}'jf 
Cemt^s  fliould  be  expos'd  \    That  two  Indians  "^^  °^ 
Ihould  be  Bound,    on  this  Condition  ,    That 
in  cafe  the  Cemi's  had  the  virtue  to  unloole 
the  enchain'd   Indian  that   belong'd  to   them, 
then    the  other  fide    fhould    fubmit  to  their 
Powers    whereas  if  the  Image  of  the  Bleffed  , 

Virgin  performed    this  Miracle,    her  Autho- 
rity was    to   be    acknowledged.     This    being 
thus  agreed  on,  both  Armies  retir'd  to  wait 
K.3  the 
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the  Event:  Then  began  the  Baptiz'd  Cacicjue  to 
cry  out  with  great  Confidence,  Bleffeâ  Mary 
come  to  my  Jffiflance  ;  whereat  a  Majeflick  Wo- 
man clad  in  White  appcar'd,  who  approaching 
the  enchain'd /»^/^/7,  ilruck  him  with  a  Wand, 
and  his  Chains  unloofed.  The  oppofite  Party 
feeing  this  were  ^ftonilliM  ,  yet  not  being  fully 
convinc'd,  they  demanded  he  fhould  be  bound 
once  more,  which  being  accordingly  done,  the 
Miracle  was  repeated  with  all  iisCircumftancc^, 
in  the prefence  of  an  infiniteNnmber  of  People 
who  were  able  to  give  Tellimony  of  the  Truth 
of  it.  I  hj  Jndianfy  that  were  Enemies  to  the 
Caciqne^  feeing  this,  made  Peace  with  him,  and 
demanded  to  be  bipti^'d.  1  he  Scholar  ylnafo 
lent  them  two  Priclts  he  had  along  vVith  him, 
who  Baptiz'd  a  Hundred  and  Fourfcorc  of  thetn 
in  one  Day  :  Every  hid  an  upon  his  receiving 
Baptifm,  gave  the  Pried  that  Biptiz'd  him  a 
Fuilct,  fomc  Salted  Filh,  and  fomc  L.oaves. 
A  new  ^lincedo  and  Colmenar  being  arriv'd  in  Spai»^ 

Govtrnor  gave  King  Charles  V.  an  Account  of  their  Depu- 
o//*eln- tation  :  He  nam'd  Pedro  Avia  for  Governor  of 
^^"'  tht  Indies,  and  gave  him  1200  Soldiers  to  Tip 
ply  thole  that  were  dead.  The  Arch-bifhop  of 
Bitrgo^,  to  whom  the  Spiiitual  Demefns  of  the 
Indies  had  been  granted,  had  the  care  of  pre- 
paring the  Fleet,  which  departed  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  15  4.  Great  numbers  of  Peo- 
ple came  from  all  Parts  to  go  on  Hoard  this 
Fleet,  and  thofe  not  onl/  Young  but  Old,  whofe 
Avarice  had  enclin'd  them  to  undertake  this 
Voyai^e,  Ir  was  fo  nd  neccflary  to  forbid  any 
to  go,  butfuch  as  hjd  exprels  Permifljon  from 
Court,  which  was  granted  only  to  yonng  Spa» 
niatdi^  ia  conlideration  of  the  Admiral  who  was 
Son  to  the  deceas'd  Chrifiopher  Columbm.  ' 

Pedro 
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Pedro  Avia  the  new  Governor,  had  Married  a  -^«  ^^w- 
young  Lady  of  great  Merit  and  Birth,  nam'd/'''^"'^" 
IfabelU  Boadiglia^  Daughter  to  the  Marquifs  of^'  ^^^' 
Amoia.  Although  fhe  had  been  brought  up  with 
all  the  Tendernefs  imaginable,  yet  when  Ihe 
faw  her  Husband  about  to  depart  for  the  Indies^ 
neither  the  Perils  of  Death,  nor  any  other  Ex- 
tremity, could  hinder  her  from  accompanying 
him.  The  Fleet  was  no  fooner  got  to  Sea  from 
5m/,  but  it  was  attacked  by  a  furious  Tcmpeft  \ 
Two  Veflels  immediately  Foundred,  and  they 
were  forc'd  to  throtv  overboard  great  part  of 
their  Merchandizes  and  Provi fions,  to  favc  the 
reft.  They  returned  to  the  Port  of  Sevil  from 
whence  they  came  :  The  King's  OfEcers  refitted 
them  with  all  diligence,  and  they  at  laft  fet  Sail 
again  with  a  favourable  Wind.  This  Fleet  was 
Commanded  by  Giovanni  Vefpicio  a  Florentine^ 
a  Perfon  well  skill'd  in  Sea- Affairs  which  he  had 
\çàr at  o( America  VefpHciiu  his  Uncle,  with 
whom  he  had  made  feveral  long  Voyages. 
This  Americtu  f^efpuciuf  was  the  fir  ft  who  Sailing 
towards  the  South,  by  order  of  the  King  of 
Portugal^  difcover'd  vaft  Countries  ,  having 
pafled  as  far  as  the  50th  Degree  of  Southern 
Latitude. 

Whillt  the  new  Governor  Avia  was  purfu-  indhn* 
ing  his  Voyage,  one  Captain  Finzone,  who  had /'ej  Fadce. 
accompanied   Cclnmhtu  in   divers  Enterprizes, 
penetrated  a  great  River  of  frefh  Water,  where 
he  found  a  large  quantity  of  Pearls.     Being  L'^n?^  . 
arriv'd  near  Cumana  and  AUnaca^ana^  the  Lords  ?«"'''''^' 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  Country  went  into  Boats  ^^   ^^^  ^' 
made  out  of  one  Piece  of  Wood ,  and  endea- 
vour'd  vainly  to  oppofe  his  Defcent  wi:h  Ar- 
rows :  But  when  they  heard  the  Thundering  of 
the  Ships  Artillery,   a  Sound  they  had  never 
^reard  before,   they  were  fuddenly  fill'd  with 
K  ^  Ter- 
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Terror,    and  oblig'd  to  a   precipitate  Flight. 
The  Spaniards  potting  themfclves    into  their 
Boats,  KiH'd  fomc,  took  others  Prifoners,  but 
the  greatelt  part  efcip'd  by  Swimming.    The 
Lords  of  the  Country  feeing  this  Diforder  a- 
mong  their  Men,  and  fearing  leafl:  the  Spaniards . 
fhould  burn  their  1-Jabitations,  thought  proper 
to  fubmit  to  them,  and  humbly  beg'd  Peace. 
In  order  to  obtdin  it,  they  laid  upon  the  Shoar 
divers  Gold-Pl;re«  and  Chains,  with  Pots  full 
of  Incenfe  containing  about  2600  Pounds,  and 
OidBuds.  a  great  N'  mbev  of  Birds  all  different  in  Co- 
louis  and  Figure  fiom  ours  of  Eniope.     They 
ofîer'd  like  wife  Cotton  Cloth  of   divers  Co- 
lours   with  Fringes  or  Strings,  from  whence 
hung  fmall   Plates  of  Gold:    The  fight  of  fo 
great  Riches  appeas'd  the  greedy  Spaniards^  and 
made  them  to  have  a  better  opinion  of  them. 
The  Trees  of  this  Country  are  fill'd  as  full  with 
Parrots,  as  ours  in  Europe  are  with  Sparrows 
and  fuch  like  Birds.     This  is  a   very  agreeable 
fight  ;  fomè  ^re  altogether  White,  others  Red, 
and  others  of  di.fferent  Colours  -^  Some  again 
are  as  hrge  as  Capons,  while  others  are  no  big- 
ger than  Sparrows  :    They  have  all  different 
Melodies  in  a  very  entertaining  manner.     1  he 
Men  are  cover'd  wi:h  Cotton-Cloth   down  to 
iheir  Knees  ^    the  Women    are  Habited   in  a 
more  flight  Stuff,  which  leaches  from  the  top  of 
the  Head  to  their  Feet. 
The  Inhabitants  of  thefeProvinces  change  their 
Governors  every  Year,  whom  they  Stile  in  their 
Language  C/jMcc/ri,  that  is,  the  molt  Honoura- 
ble ;  and   to  whom  they  pay  fuch  Obedience, 
that  they  Maffacre  without  Mercy  all  that  re- 
fufe  it.    Five  of  thefe  Chiaconi  came  to  pay  a 
Vilit   to  the  Spaniards^  prcfenting  them,   with 
Fruits  and  Birds,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  Gold, 
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for  which  they  received  in  return,  Chriflal 
Drinking-cups  and  Glafs  Beads,  wheiewith 
they  were  infinitely  delighted  5  they  put  them 
about  their  Necks  with  great  Joy.  The 
Spaniards^  at  their  Departure,  tooK  fome  of 
thefe  Inkiaus  on  board  them  to  teach  them 
Spamjlj^  that  they  might,  for  the  future,  ferve  , 
them  as  Interpreters. 


CHAP.     XVII. 

Of  the  Difjerences  that  happened  between  the 
Caftil  ans  md  Portuguefes  concerning 
the  Navigation  of  the  l^Jew  World.  The 
two  Parues  chofe  Pope  Alexander  VI.  to 
determine  them. 

John  King  of  PortHfal^  Predeceflbr  to  Ema- Biferen- 
nuels  that  then  reign'd,  had  caus'd  the  firft  ces  be- 
Difcoveries  to  be  made  in  the  Ocean ^  wherefore  ^f^<f»/*' 
t\\Q Portuguefes  thought  themfelves  priviledg'd  to  )^^f^^^^^_ 
forbid  the  Commerce  of  any  other  Nations  with  gueles. 
thefè  Countries  newly  Difcover'd.     The  Cafii- 
lians  on  the  other  Hand,  faid,  God  had    given 
the  Pofleflion  of  the  Earth  to  Mankind  indiffe- 
rently, and  that  confequently  Chriftians  might 
lawfully  ellablifh  themfelves  whcrefoever  they 
pleas 'd,  difcover  new  Countries,  and  take  Pof- 
feffion  of  them.     After  long  Contefts,   both 
Parties  agreed  to  ftand  by  the  Decifion  of  Pope 
u4lexand€r  VI,  promifing  OH  either  Side  to  re- 
main in  Peace,  till  fuch  time  as  that  Judgment 
was  pafs'd.     Queen  Ifabtlla  govern'd  the  King- 
dom of  Caflile  at  that  time,  in  conjunftion  with 
her  Husband  Ferdinand  :  She  was  a  Princefs  of 
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nncommoa  Virtues  and  confummate  Prudence, 
and  raoieover  Cofen-German  to  John  King  of 
jj.  ff  J   Pjrtugal.    The  Pope,  to  decide  this  grand  Quar- 
/%'JQ"^   rel,  publifh'd  a  Brief,  by  which  he  divided  the 
roj^e.       World  into  two  Halves,  that  is  to  fay,  drew  a 
Line  froji  North  to  South,  paffing  over  the 
Iflands  of  Cape  rerde^  fo  call'd  from  a  Promon- 
tory of  Africa  of  that  Name,  and  from  thence 
proceeding,  during  the  Space  of  360  Leagues 
Weftwaid,  penetrated  the  Terra  Ftrma  of  the 
Wefi- Indies,  a  little  diftant  from  the  River /^4- 
ragnon,  where  the  Boundary  of  the  CaJliUans  and 
TortugHcfes  was  to  be,  that  is  to  fay,  that  the 
Tortuguefes  fhould  have  for  their  Share,  all  that 
was  comprls'd  within  the  Space  of  180  Degrees 
of  Longitude,  advancing  towards  the  EaH",  and 
the  Cajlilians  as  many  Degrees  of  Longitude  to- 
wards theWeft.  Now  becaufe  the  Cape  of  St. i4«- 
guftine  on  the  Terra  Firma^was  within  the  Limits 
of  the  PortHgNefes,  yincenz.ian  durfl:  not  go  above 
Seven  Degrees  beyond  it  -,  but  returned  into 
Spain,  to  beg  of  the  King  the  Government  of 
the  Iflandof  St.  7*^»»  which  was  inhabited    by 
Chriftians,  altho*  it  was  not  far  diftant  from  the 
Iflands  of  the  Caribbees. 
ALipcres      This   Ifland  was  govern'd  by  a  Son  of  the 
in  the  I   Count  of  Carmogna,  a  Man  of  Wit  and  Courage. 
jlandofSt.  Hg  chofe  a  commodious  and  fpacious  Port  where 
John.       jjg  n^ight  fettle  a  Colony,   and  build  a  Fortrefs. 
Tht  Canibals  of  the  adjacent  Iflands  fearing  the 
Neighbourhood  of  the  Europeans^  arm'd  them- 
fclvcs  with  Bows  and  Arrows,  and  coming  in 
Canoos  unexpcded,  pour'd  upon  the  Chriftians 
with  that  Fury,  that  they  Maflacred  almoft  e- 
very  one  of  them,  together  with  the  Governor. 
Having  fo  done,  they  loaded  their  Boats  with 
dead  Bodies,  and  returned  back  overjoy'd  at  the 
Çooty  they  had  got,  as  being  fUiTicient  Food  to 
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fiibnit  them  for  a  long  time.    The  Bilhop  only 
and  his  Domefticks  had  the  good  Fortune  to  efc 
cape  ;  for  getting  into  the  Woods,  they  were 
not  perceiv'd  by  the  Canibab.    The  Pope  had 
already  fent  five  Bifliops  to  the  New  World  i  p-^^  ^^^ 
thefe  were,  a  Fryar  of  the  Order  of  St.  Francis^  jj^^ps  fent 
to  San  Domingo  of  New  Spain  ^  a  Doctor,  aam'd  to  the  In- 
Pedro  SHArez,^  to  the  Fort  of  the  Conception  ^  a  dies. 
Monk  of  Toledo^  of  the  Order  of  St.  Dominick^ 
to  Cuba  9  a  Preacher  of  the  Order  of  St.  Francis^ 
one   Jtian  Cabedo^   to  Darien  ^  and   laftly  the 
Licenciâtes    Alfonfo  Manfo^    to   Fort    St.    ^^ohn. 
This  laft  Perlba  having  efcap'd  the  Fury  of  the 
Canibalsy  retired  to  a  Cacifjue  of  the  Country, 
who  was  a  Friend  to  theChriftians,  and  who 
accordingly  conducted  him  and  his  Attendants 
to  fJifpaniola.    Some    hw  Months  after,    the 
Canibals  came  and  invaded  the  Country  of  this 
Cacicjue^  taking  him  and  MafTacring  him,  toge- 
ther with  all  his  Subjeds  \  and,  without  depart- 
ing from  the  Place,  roailcd  and  eat  the  dead 
Bodies.     Before  they  retire  they  fet  fire  to 
his  Habitation,  which  was  loon  reduc'd  to  Alhes. 
The  Reafon  they  gave  afterwards  for  this  Cruel 
Proceeding,  was,that  Cacique's  having  murder'd 
Seven  of  their  Companions,   wboir.   they  lent 
into  thi«i  Ifland  to  make  Canoos^  the  Trees  being 
longer  and  ftraiter  there  than  elfewhere  there- 
abouts.    They  carry'd  away  the  very  Bones  of 
this  unhappy  Governour  whom  they  had  thus 
kiird  and  eaten,  that  they  might  (he^  them  to 
the  Wives  and  Children  of  their  deceas'd  Seven 
Companions,  comforting  them  by  this  Barbarous 
Spe'l:acle,  and  the  Hevenge  they  had  taken  on 
their  Enemies 

V  Admiral  Chnfiopher  Columbtu^  before  he  dy'd,  P><^p^^°f 
j|dvisM  his  Catholick  Majefty  to  plant  theprin-  J  Oro^wi 
^ipal  of  his  Colonies,  in  the  Provinces  of  Bera-  }^^^  An- 
*  *  gua  daluûa. 
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guâ  and  Vraba^  becaufe  there  were  to  be  found 
the  grcatelt  number  of,  and  the  moft  commodi. 
ous  Ports  ;  Beragita  was  afterwards  nara'd  Cafti. 
lia  (T  Oro  ^  and  Vraba^  New  ylndalitfia.     Houfes 
and  a  Church  were  built  there  -,  and  a  Bilhop 
was  fent  thither,  to  inftrudt  the  Indians  in  the 
Catholick    Faith.     Grains    of  all    Ibrts    were 
brought  to  Sow  the  Land,  as  likewife  to  pro- 
duce good  Fruits,  of  which,  in  a  fhort  time, 
there  was   great  abundance  \  for    CucHmbersy 
Melons^  and  Pumpions  grow  and  become  ripe 
there   in  Twenty  Days  ;    Lettice^  Sorrel^  and 
other  Herbs,  will  be  ready  to  gather  in  Ten. 
Fruit:.     The  Fruits  of  the  Country  are  excellent,  and 
among  the  icft,  thofe  of  a  Tree  which  ihe/«- 
dians  call  Ciialanaba^    which  produces  Apples 
fomething  like  ours  of  Europe^  but  more  incli- 
nable to  the  Shape  of  a  Cttron  \  another  Tree 
call'd  Guarabana^  bears  a  fort  of  Fruit  like  Me. 
lons-^  butof  foexquilite  aTafle,  that  none  of 
our  Fruits  of  Europe  can  come  near  it.    This  is 
what  the  King  of  Spam  faid  of  them,  when  one 
of  them  was  prefented  to  him,  which  had  been 
carefully  kept   during    the  Voyage     All    the 
Woods  are  full  of  thofe  Plums  which  the  Phifi. 
M'uaIo'    cians   call  MiraboUns  ^    which    are   dry*d    to 
^'^"''         make     life   of    upon   Medicinal    Occafions  i 
Hogs.      Hogs,  by  eating  of  this  Fruit  in  the  Woods,  be- 
come exceeding  Fat  ;  their  Flelh  is  firmer,  and 
of  a  more  exquifite  Relifh  than  ours. 
ViUBenfts  ThcNumber  ofAnimals  equals  that  of  theFruits: 
end  Mon-  There  are  to  be  foundintheWoodsLions,Tigers, 
y?>oui^w;- Lynxes  Foxes,  Stags, and  monftrous  Animals;  a- 
maU.         mong  the  reft,  there's  oneofthefe  lafl;  as  large  as 
an  Ox  or  a  Mule,  but  fomewhat  inclin'd  to  the 
Shape  of  an  Elephant^  he  has  longWhiskers,Hoofs 
like  a  Horfe,  and  hanging  Ears  like  an  Elephant, 
but  fliorter.  Many  Rivers  empty  themfclvcs  into 

the 
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the  Gfilph  of  Vraba,  whereof  one  is   exceeding 
deep,  and  above  four  M  il  es  broad,  the  Spaniaras 
term  it  Rio  Grande^  or  the  Great  River  :  Great  Rio  Granr 
Numbers  of  Phealknts  and  Peacocks  are  to  be  ^^• 
found  on  its  Shores  but  of  Colours  verydiffe- ^^^/^  5„d 
rent  from  ours.    There  are  many  other  Sorts  oi Birds, 
Birds,  whofe  Melody  is  charming,  and  Taft  ex- 
cellent.   The  Quantity  of  Parrots  of  all  Sorts 
and  Sizes  is  infinite  :  But  the  Spaniards  who  go  to 
the  Indies^  apply  themfelves  to  fbmething  better 
than  Bird-catching. 

f^afco  Nunez,  underflanding  that  the  Inhabi-  VafcoNu- 
tants  of  the  Southern  Sea  coafts,  heap'd  up  year-nez'jfx- 
ly  abundance  of  Gold,  he  thought  of  nothing^^^'^'o"  ^» 
more  than  vifiting  thofe  rich  Countries:  ^^iç^j'^Jouib- 
was  a  Perfon  of  great  Courage,  and  had  been 
in  War  during  the  whole  Courfe  of  his  Govern- 
ment j  he  had  likewife  often  exposM  himfelf  in 
Duels  for  Honour's  fake,  and  had  always  come 
off  Viâorious  ^  but  now  his  Heat  of  Youth  be- 
ing fomewhat  abated  by  Age,  he  became  more 
Prudent,  and  fought  to  make  his  Fortune  :  His 
Generollty,  his  great  Adions,  and  his  no  Icfs 
extraordinary  Bravery,  had  procur'd  him  the 
Government  of  Danen.  Having  underftood 
that  his  Catholick  Majefty,  to  whom  he  was 
become  fufpeded,  had  fent  Pedro  Avia  to  be 
Governour-General  of  the  Indies^  he  refolv'd 
to  go  on  a  Difcovery  of  the  South-Seas,  endea- 
vouring, by  Co  important  a  Service,  to  appeafe 
the  Anger  of  his  Prince,  now  excited  againll 
him  -,  or  at  leaft  to  procure  great  Riches  and 
Honour  to  himfelf,  by  which  he  might  render 
his  Name  Famous  to  Pofterity.  Being  thus  re- 
folv'd,  he  chole  200  Men  out  of  the  moft  ve- 
teran Soldiers  of  Darien^  and  among  thofe  that 
were  newly  arriv'd  from  Spain  ,  who,  like  their 
Leader,  being  poflefs'd  with  a  Defire  of  getting 
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Gold, departed  {xomDanen  the  Firfl-  of  Septemhtr 
1513.  in  a  Brigantme^iià.  Twenty  Ctwoo-,  toge- 
ther with  feveral  Indians^  their  Friends,  who 
had  a  mind  to  fhare  in  their  Adventures.  They 
were  fo  wife  as  to  carry  Hatchets  Mattocks,  and 
other  Inftruments  of  that  kind,  along  with 
them,  to  open  their  Way  crofs  the  Woods. 
They  went  by  Sea  as  far  as  Coiba^  where  the 
CacicjHe  Carett.i,  who  was  Nunez's  Friend,  liv'd. 
Before  they  march'd  towards  the  Mountains, 
their  Commander  would  have  them  fall  on  their 
Knees,  and  beg  the  Almighty's  Afliftance  in 
their  Expedition. 
Recêivei  Under  this  good  Omen  he  continued  his 
SuhniJJion  March,  and  went  dive(flly  towards  the  Territo- 
and  Pie.  ^ies  of  the  C^tcicfiie  foncha^  but  he  fled  before 
"'^"'^'  him  ;  yet  by  Means  of  fome  Indians  he  was  ta- 
ken Frifoner  :  He  returned,  and  made  fome  Pre- 
fents  to  ^V^''»  giving  him  all  the  Gold  he  had, 
for  he  had  been  plundered  but  the  Year  before, 
f^/^/co  made  him  a  return  of  fome  Glafs  Beads, 
which  the  Indians  wear  about  their  Necks  and 
Arms  as  great  Ornaments  :  He  gave  him  alio, 
fomefmall  Lookinglafles,  and  two  Saws,  which 
thofe  People  make  great  account  of  ;  as  ferving 
them  to  Saw  down  Trees^  which  they  make 
their  Canoos  of,  by  hollowing  them  witii  certain 
Iharp  Stones  that  they  find  in  the  Rivers  ^  for 
they  arc  abfolutely  unacquainted  with  any  other 
Metal  but  Gold.  The  CacicjHf,  to  tef^ifiethe 
greater  Frieadfhip  for  f^afca^  gave  him  feveral 
Indians^  who  were  better  acquainted  than  his 
Men  with  the  Mountains  where  the  Gold  was, 
and  who  ferv'd  to  carry  the  Provilious  oa 
their  Shoulders.  They  muft  of  NecefTuy  pals 
through  divers  rude  and  inacceflible  Places, 
where  there  was  neither  Way,  nor  Path,  nor 
Hut  to  be  feen.     The  Neighbouring  Nations 
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^.îve  no  Commerce  between  them  -,   Gold   to  ^o  Com- 
them  is  ofelefs,  for  they  are  altogether  ignorant  ^'^''<^^^- 
of  the  life  of  Money  :  They  fatisfie  themfelves^'^J^g  "' 
with  what  is  juft  neceflary  tofupportLife,  which 
is  the  Reafon  that  there  arc  no  Ways  found  a- 
mong  them,  from  one  Place  to  another.     Bnt 
as  thefe  People  are  perpetually  on  the  Watch, 
to  deftroy  one  another,  they  have  fecret  and 
obfcure  Places,  where  they  lay  themfelves   ia 
Ambufli,  to  furprize  Paflengers.    Thefe /W/4«j 
were  of   great  Service  to   Nimez^   in  making 
Ways  through  the  Bufhes  and  Mountains   di- 
vided by  Torrents  and  Rivers,  over  which  they 
were  frequently  oblig'd  to  lay  long  BridgeSjthat 
all  the  Company  might  pafs. 


CHAP.    XVIII. 

Vafco  Nunez  Perpetrates  a>  far  as  the  Pro- 
vince of  Efcaragua,  where  the  Indians 
attack  him.  He  afterwards  dtfcovers  the 
South-Seas  from  the  Top  of  a  high  Moun- 
tain. 

IT  would  be  difficult  to  defcribe  and  parti-  Vafco 
cularize  all  the  Hardlhips,  thefc  People  un-  ''^f!'  "'^ 
derw'cnt  in  their  Expedition,  both  on  account  of  J^^J-   ^^ 
Fatigue,  and  want  of  NecelTaries.     The  Cacique 
of  the  Province  of  Efcaragua^  at  the  Head  of  a 
great  Multitude  of  naked  Indians^  arm'd  with 
Bows  and  Arrows,  attack'd  them  :    They  had 
likewife  fome  Spears,  and  a  fort  of  Wooden- 
fwords  very  hard  and  long,  with  which  they 
laid  about  them  Might  and  Main  ;  they  us'd  the 
Bow  with  great  Addrefs,  and  feldom  fhot  with- 
out 
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out  killing.  Thefe  Indians  planted  thcmfclves  in 
the  SpanUrdsV^ ay tto  hinder  their  going  forward, 
and  demanded  of  them  with  great  Fiercenefs, 
and  many  menacing  Words,  Whither  they  were 
going  ?  Letting  them  know,  by  an  Interpreter, 
That  they  would  Maflacre  them  every  Man,  if 
they  did  not  inftantly  return  back  :  Then  begaa 
the  Can cjue  immediately  to  let  fly  at  the  turo^ 
peans  ^  who  fooii  return'd  the  Compliment  with 
Muskets.  The  Jndiuns^  upon  hearing  the  fright- 
ful Noife  the  Fire-arms  made,  thought  they  were 
Arrows  fent  from  Hcavcn,which  frighten'd  theni 
fo,  that  they  incontinently  fled,  nay,  fomewerc 
fo  aftonifh'd,  that  they  could  not  move  a  Step, 
and  confcqnently  were  taken  Prifoners.  The 
Spaniards  kill'd  above  600  of  them  with  their 
Swords,  among  whom  was  found  the  Caci<jU€ 
himfelf  :  His  Houfe  was  immcdiarcly  Plunder'd, 
being  full  of  Provifions  and  other  NecefTiries. 
The  C^t/^Mf's  Brother,  and  divers  Indians,  his 
Friends,  were  habited  like  Women,  being  ad- 
dieted  to  that  abominable  Vice  againft  Nature, 
fo  that  they  were  not  permitted  to  draw  a 
Bow,  or  go  to  the  Wars,  nor  exercife  any  Em- 
ployments that  belong'd  to  Men  ^  butcontinu'd 
in  the  Houfe,  where  they  perform'd  the  Fun<^ti. 
ons  of  Women.  '  'afce  could  not  enoueh  admire, 
that  a  People,  who  liv'd  fo  hardly,  drank  no- 
thing but  Water,  fed  upon  Maiz-bread,  Roots 
and  Fruits,  could  be  capable  of  fo  great  Soft- 
Does  fe-  Dels,  and  fo  infamous  a  Vice.  He  causd  them 
vere  Ju-  all  to  be  hang  d,  to  the  Number  of  Fourty,  and 
Jiice  upon  afterwards  had  them  torn  to  Pieces  by  his  Dogs, 
^^veis  So-  ^^^^  yyçj-ç  accuftom'd  to  hunt  the  Indians,  like 
°'"^''"*  wild  Beaf>s.  The  Inhabitans  of  the  Place  fee- 
ing the  Chaftifemencs  that  IVunez.  inflided  on 
thefe  infamous  Wretches,  feiz'd  others  of  them, 
that  had  conceald  themfelves,  and  fpitting  ia . 

their 
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their  Faces,  hurry'd  them  to  Vafco^  to  be  put  to 
Death.    The  Courtiers  only  were  iafeded  with 
this  abominable  Vice,  which  had  not  yet  beea 
communicated  to  the  common  People.    One  of 
the  mod  ancient  Inhabitants  of  the  Village,  lift- 
ing up  his  Hands  to  Heaven,  faid.  The  Sun^ 
whom  he  ador'd^  wm  incens' d  againft  the  Indians, 
becahfe  of  this  détectable  i^ice  ;  and  he    verily  be» 
liev^dj  it  had  occajion'd  the  Tempefls   and  Storms 
that  had  of  late  dtfiroyd  their  Harvefls^  and  re- 
duc'd  them  to  fo  great  Calamities  :  Bat  for  the  fn- 
tiire  he  hofd^  after  the  Chafiifement  and  Death  of  fo 
many  fudty  Wretches^  the  Sun  would  re  flore  them  to 
his  Favour^   and  no  longer  he   dis^leas'd  with  that 
Nation.     Thefe  Words  pleas'd  yafco  very  much, 
and  he  condemn'd  to  Death  all  fuch  as  were 
brou'zht  him^  and  convidted  of  this  abomina- 
ble Crime. 

He  oblerv'd  that  thefe  People  were  naturally  fj^^Ynj^a^ 
docible,  and  that  there  would  be  no  great  ^,>.„^, 
Trouble  to  Civilize  them,  provided  they  were  andBlacks, 
but  caref  lily  inftrufted  :  He  alfo  found  they 
had  Courage,  and  lov'd  War,  which  made  him 
fhew  greit  Kindnefs  to  them.  This  Country  is 
barren,  confilling  only  of  Mountains  and  Fo- 
refts,  with  fome Valleys.  Thofe  that  inhabit  the 
Mountains,  cover  tliemfelves  to  their  Wafte, 
and  fometimes  below,  with  Cotton- cloth. 
TheirHabitations  arc  cover'd  with  Leaves  ^  and 
they  endure  the  Cold  wonderfully,  which  is  not 
a  little  Sharp  upon  thefe  Mountains  :  Thefe 
Leaves  being  dry'd,  become  hard,  and  maybe 
few'd  together.  There  arc  among  thofe  People, 
fome  Slaves  that  are  all  Black,  whereof  there 
was  a  Clan  about  two  Day  s  Journey  off;  They 
are  naturally  more  barbarous  and  cruel  than  the 
other  Inhabitants,  with  whom  they  have  per- 
petual War,  and  whom  they  Murder,  where- 

L  ever 
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ever  they  catch  them.    The  old  Inhabitants  fay, 
thefe  Blacks  came  from  foreign  Countries,  and 
that  they  are  not  natural  Indians. 
VaCco  Altho'  this  Country  was  not  above  fix  Days 

difcoyers  Journey  from  that  of  the  Cacique  Poncha^  yet 
^^'f^f""''^  the  Spaniards  cmploy'd  Twenty-five  about  it,  by 
re^fon  of  the  Difficulty  of  the  Paflage  ^  fo  that 
they  did  not  arrive  there  before  the  25tli  of 
September,  l^afco  order'd  his  Followers-  to  flay 
at  the  Foot  of  the  Mountain,  whilfb  he  went  up 
alone,  refcrvingthat  Honour  to  himfelt;  When 
he  was  a  top,  and  had  firft  call  his  Eyes  on  the 
South-Seas,  he  fell  on  his  Knees,  and  kifs'd  the 
Ground  thrice,  adoring  and  thanking  God,  that 
he  hid  been  plcas'd  to  referve  that  great  Dif- 
covery  for  him.  which  would  for  the  future  be 
of  fuch  Benefit  to  Europe  :  He  then  made  a 
Sigii  to  thofe  that  were  below,  to  come  up  and 
participate  of  his  Joy  ^  he  order'd  them  like- 
wife  to  fall  on  their  Knees  and  thank  God  on 
their  Parts,  for  the  ç;reat  Trcafures  and  Riches 
that  open'd  themlelvcs  to  their  View  -,  All  the 
neighbouring  Vallc/s  refoundcd  with  the  Cries 
and  Acclamations  they  made.  Then  they  rais'd, 
by  f^afcvs  Order,  a  great  Heap  of  Stones , 
whereon  they  fiv'd  a  Crofs,  to  ferve  as  a  Memo- 
rial ,  that  they  had  firft  difcover'd  from 
thence  the  Southern  Seas.  As  they  went  down, 
they  cut  the  Name  of  Cafiilc  upon  feveral  Barks 
of  Trees. 
P>ocu>cs  The  Cacique  Chiappa  waited  with  a  great 
/-/jtfVvcW- Multitude  of  arm'd  Indians  for  Fafco\  coming 
lb  p  ohm  down,  to  fight  him  j  but  when  he  heard  the 
-^"^'"y-  Noife  of  the  Muskets,  which  the  neighbouring 
Eccho's  renderM  yet  more  terrible,  and  faw 
the  Hre  and  Siroak,  he  turn  d  Tail  and  fled. 
There  were  but  few  kill'd  of  his  Men,  bccanfe 
Nnnez.  had  a  mind  to  gain  their  Friendship,  thaç 

they 
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they  might  aid  him  in  the  Dilcovery  of  thefe 
rich  Countries.  He  entered  the  Houfe  of  the 
Cacicjue^  which  was  built  in  the  Form  of  aPa- 
villioii,  with  great  Trees,  and  cover'd  with 
large  Leaves  :  He  took  off  the  Chains  from  fe- 
veral  Indian  Prifoners,  and  order'd  them  to  go 
and  bring  back  the  Cacique^  proffering  him  his 
Friend Ihip,  and  feveral  Prefents.  The  Cacique 
return'd,  and  was  honourably  receiv'd  j  he  had 
Prefents  made  him  of  Glafs  Beads,  which  the 
Inàian  Women  are  very  fond  of.  In  return, 
the  Cacique  prefented  P^afco  with  Gold  Plates, 
and  gave  him  moreover  divers  of  his  Inàians  to 
conduâ  him  to  the  South-Sea-coafts,  where  he 
arriv'd  Four  Days  after. 

He  took  Pofîèflion  of  them  with  all  the  So-  TAesFof- 
Icmnicy  poTible^in  the  Prefence  of  thofe  that  ac  fefjion  of 
companyM  him,and  in  the  Nameof  hisCathoIick^^-'^  South- 
Alajefty,   whofe  Efcutcheon  he  fet  up  in  four '"'"  ^'"'•^^* 
different  Places,  and  drew  up  an  authentick  Ad 
of  what  he  had  done.  This  being  over,  Nunez.^ 
with  Fourfcore  of  his  Men  ,  the  Caciqne  and 
Ibme  of  his  Indians^  went  into  Nine  fmall  Boats, 
and,  having  pafs'd  a  River,  enter'd  the  Country 
of  the  Caciqfte  Coq/irra^  who  thought  at  fir  ft  to 
make  fome  Refiftance  •,  but  was  foon  beaten, 
and  put  to  Flight  :  However,  he  was  at  length 
perfwaded  to  yield  and  fubmit  to  f^afco,  whom 
he  thereupon  prefented  with  fome  Gold  he  had 
in  fmall  Pots.    P^afco  enter'd  his  Village  with 
his  Followers,    and  reposM  himfelf  there  for 
f^neDays.     The  Cacique  told  him  of  a  neigh- 
bouring River,  about  <§o  Miles  long,  now  calfd 
the  Gulf  of  St.  Michael:  It  is   full  of  inhabited 
Iflands  and  defart  Rocks.    Fafco  had  a  great 
mind  to  go  and  difcover  that  River,  tho'  ^^^  ^^^''/"f^'çl 
C<«ci<5«f  acquainted  him  withal,  it  was  impoUible^^'^J^-^^jj  " 
to  Sail  there,  by  reafon  of  the  frequent  Storms,^i  ier.o. 
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wherewith  it  was  agitated.  His  Courage  how- 
ever never  fail'd  him,  nor  was  his  Piety  to  be 
furmounted  by  any  Obllacles;  He  faid,  He 
trufted  in  the  /Ifjiftance  ef  the  y^lmighty,  and 
WonU freely  Sacrifice  his  Life  in  the  Search  of  vexv 
DifcoverieSj  that  he  might  propagate  the  Gofpel^  and 
gain  Riches  enough  to  fight  and  deflroy  the  Enemies 
of  the  Faith.  Thefe  Words  altogether  inclin'd 
his  Companions  to  be  of  his  Mind,  fo  that  they 
aU  went  on  board  Nine  Canoos  for  that  Expe- 
dition. Having  fail'd  fome  Leagues  up  the  Ri- 
ver, the  Water  began  to  grow  White,  foam 
and  fwell  confidcrably,  fo  that  the  Waves  re- 
fembled  Mountains  :  Their  Boats  being  but 
fmall,  ill  equipp'd,  and  little  capable  to  refift  fo 
furious  a  Temped:,  they  knew  not  what  to  do, 
bciog  neither  able  to  go  forwards,  nor  back- 
wards, fo  that  they  look'd  upon  one  another 
with  great  Coufcernation  \  but  the  Cacicjue  Chi* 
appa,  and  his  Indians  that  accompany'd  him, 
were  molt  frightcn'd,  as  well  knowing  the 
Qiiality  of  the  River,  and  the  Dangers  they 
were  to  encounter.  At  length,  however,  by 
hard  Rowing,  theyarriv'd  fafe  at  a  fmallDe- 
fart-Iflaud,  where  having  landed,  they  faften'd 
their  Boats  as  well  as  they  could,  and  then  cut- 
ting  down  Branches  of  Trees,  fpread  them  up- 
on the  Ground  to  Rcpofe  themfelves  ^  but  the 
Water  fwell'd  fo,  daring  the  Night,  that  the 
Uland  was  almofl  wholly  cover 'd  over  with  it, 
infomuch  that  they  were  forc'd  to  fly  to  Bi 
neighbouring  iVountain  for  refuge. 
Heefcapej  The  Inhabitants  of  the  South  Sea- coa  ft  s  fay, 
«^""«'{r-  this  River  Flows  and  Ebbs  every  Day,  and  that 
it  has  a  Flux  and  Reflux  much  like  that  of  the 
Ocean  on  the  Coafts  of  France  and  Spain  : 
When  it  Ebbs,  it  leaves  divers  Rocks  difcover'd, 
which  feem  fo  many  Illands  5  but  when  it  Flows, 
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they  are  coverM  again.  As  foon  as  the  Day  ap- 
peared, and  the  Waters  retir'd,  the  Spaniards 
return'd  to  the  Place  where  they  had  left  their 
Boats,  but  they  found  them  all  funk,  and  full 
of  Sand  ;  nay,  mofl  of  them  with  Holes  beaten 
through  them,  by  the  knocking  of  one  Boat 
againfl:  another,  altho'  they  were  made  of  one 
Piece  of  Wood  :  The  Cordage  was  likewife 
broken,  which  lafl  Defed  they  fupplyM  by 
Rinds  of  Trees,  and  certain  Sea-weed§,  which 
were  flexible  and  ftrong  -,  thefe  Weeds  ferv'd 
them  alfo,  to  (top  up  their  Leaks  -,  fo  that  the 
Weather  becoming  Calm,  they  ventur'd  to  Sea 
again  *,  for  this  River  could  be  term'd  no  other. 
They  were  half  dead  with  Hunger  j  for  as  foon 
as  the  Tempeft  began  to  rife,  they  threw  their 
Provifions  over-board,  to  lighten  their  Boats. 
Soon  aftep  they  had  fet  fail,  they  heard  a  Noife 
upon  the  Water,  which  frighpen'd  them  fo 
much  the  more,  in  that  the  Winds  were  down. 
The  InMafk  acquainted  them,  the  Water  of  this  ' 
River  running  with  Impetuofity,  during  the 
Flux  and  Reflux,  and  beating  againfl  the  Rocks, 
was  the  Occafion  of  that  Noife  which  they 
heard  at  fo  great  a  diftance. 


CHAP.    XIX. 

The  Remainder  of  Vafco'i  Expedition  to  the 
South-Seas^  and  his  Return  to  Darien. 

AFter  great  Fatigues,  they  at  length  arriv'd  CJnty^^s 
at   the  Territories  of  a  Cacique^  call'd  Fnendjhi^ 
rnmaccr^   where    thsy  tarried    fcveral  Days  :  J^,'^^-!  '^ 
They  found  that  Caciqne  in  Arms  ^  but  they  ^^^^^i"  * 
foon  put  him  to  Flight,  and  he  was  wounded  in  = 
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the  Conteft.  The  Dread  he  had  of  the  Euram 
feans^  hindered  him  from  coming  to  them,  tho' 
they  defir'd  it  of  him  by  means  of  fome  luàtans 
they  had  with  them  :  However,  he  fcnt  his  Son, 
whom  f^afco  receivM  very  Civilly,  and  gave  him 
good  Cloaths,  Glafs-Beads,  and  other  Frefents. 
He  thereupon  returned  to  his  Father,  and  gave 
him  an  account  of  the  Goodnefs  and  Humanity 
of  the  Spaniards  :  The  Cacicjve  feeing  his  Son 
clad  after  the  European  manner,  took  Courage, 
and  Went  tor,«/co  wirh  a  great  Number  of  In- 
dians ^  who  carry'd  divers  Pieces  of  Wrought- 
Gol.l,  and  240  very  large  Pearls,  with  a  great 
Quantity  of  lefTer  ones.  The  Sight  of  fo  great 
Riches,  made  the  Sp.^.niar/>!s  amends  for  all  the 
Pcvlt  Fatijues  they  had  foftaind  i^  ncverthelefs,  the 
Pe:2r!s  were  not  fo  fair  as  they  ought  to  have 
been,  byreafonthc  Native^  did  not  imderftaad 
the  Secret  of  taking  them  out  of  their  Shells, 
without  letting  them  come  near  the  Fire,  which 
they  brought  them  to  for  the  fake  of  the  Fifh, 
that  theycftccm'd  much  better  than  the  Pearls. 
TheC?c/><^obferving  what  Value  they  fet  upon 
his  Pcuils,  immediately  commanded  divers  of 
hhlndinr!  that  were  about  him  to  go  and  fifh  for 
more  ;  they  obey'd,  and  in  a  ftiort  timereturn'd 
with  Twelve  Pound  weight  of  them,  as  well 
great  as  fmall  and  which  were  exceeding 
White,  becaufc  they  had  not  come  near  the 
Fire  :  In  exchange,  they  had  feveral  Enropean 
Tiifies  given  tbtm,  wherewith  they  were 
charnVd.  The  Cacujiie  could  not  fufficiently 
teflifie  his  Joy  for  the  coming  of  f'afco^  with 
whom  hecontradtd  a  ftrift  friend fhip 
Is  diffwa.  Altho'  thefc  Cacir.ucs  go  commonly  naked, 
dtdfrovi  lead  miferable  Lives,  and  want  for  the  moft  part 
en  Ex;t-  j{iç  greatcft  Neceflaries,  yet  are  theynevcrthe- 
•iiion,      ^ç^  yçj.y  Proud  :  They  are  irreconcilcable  to 
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one  another,  and  ào  each  other  all  the  Mifchief 
they,  can.  Tumacco  told  Nttnez.^  the  better  to  ob- 
tain his  good  Will  ,  That  in  that  Gulf  of 
St.  Michael,  there  was  an  Illand  much  larger 
than  all  the  reft,  govern'd  by  a  very  povveiful 
Cacique^  who  every  Year  rais'd  an  Army,  with 
which  became  in  an  infinite  Number  of  Canoos^ 
and  ravag'd  all  the  Coafts  of  the  Gulf  Mafla- 
cring  the  Indians^  and  carrying  them  away  Pri- 
foners.  This  Illand,  quoth  he,  is  not  above 
20  Leagues  ;  but  it  extends  a  great  way,  even 
out  of  the  Gulf  ^  and  is  waih'd  in  feveral  Places 
by  the  Ocean.  There  are  Pearls  commonly 
filh'd  there  that  are  to  the  full  as  large  as  »  ^, 
Beans  or  Olives.  This  Newsextreamly  pleas  d  jy^arls, 
fafco^Viho  told  the  Caduques  Tumacco  and  Chiapp^y 
He  would  immediately  go  and  Conquer  that  rich 
Country,  and  give  them  the  Dominion  of  it. 
The  Two  Cacicjues  endeavour'd  in  a  very  obli- 
ging manner,  to  diiïWade  him  from  fo  danger- 
ous an  Enterprize,  or  at  leaft  advis'd  him  to 
defer  his  Refolution  till  a  more  convenient 
Junfture^  for,  that  at  that  Seafon  of  the  Year, 
Storms  were  fo  frequent,  he  could  not  well  put 
to  Sea  without  an  evident  Rifque  of  Perifhing. 
f^afco  faw  plainly  this  Advice  was  fmccre,  for  he 
cafiiy  obferv'd  how  high  the  Sea  was ,  and 
with  what  force  the  Waves  beat  againft  the 
Shores. 

During  the  little  time  he  was  on  the  Coafls  of  J,^re,it 
the  G«//,  he  faw  great  Inundations  of  Rain^  Tem^cft. 
with  Winds  that  threatened  to  over-turn  all  *, 
fucccfllve  Thunder  and  Lightening  flew  from  the 
Clouds,  and  Torrents  roul'd  down  from  the 
Mountains  with  that  Impetuoufity,  that  they 
carry'd  away  Trees  Roots  and  all,  and  Rocks 
of  prodigious  Size.  The  Indians  own'd  they 
had  ûever  feen  the  like  tempeftuous  Weather, 
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•  and  faid.  They  believed  the  Sont h-Sea  ^commonly 

call'd  the  Pacifick  Ocean)  woi  in  Jo  great  a  Ka^e^ 

tnecrly  on  account  of  the  Arrival  of  the  Chrifiians, 

Faf^o  then  judg'd  ic  advifable     to  defer  the 

Execution   of  his   Projed    till  the   following 

Sfring  :  But  having underllood  that  the  Cact^nes 

1  ttmacco  and  Chiappa  had, in  the  Neighbourhood, 

very  proper  Phces  to  fi(h  Pc.irl  in,  whither  the 

other  Indians  had  not  FermilTion  to  come,  he 

Pearl-fifo-  defir'd  them  to  fend    thither    fo-ne  of  their 

^"*?*  Fifhcrs   that  could   go  to  the  Bottom  of  the 

Water,  when  the  Sea  was  Calm,  where  'tis  faid 

the  grcateft  Shells  lye  ;  as  for  the  middle  fort, 

they  were  to  be  found  fomewhat  off  the  Shore  ; 

but  the  fmaller  fizc,    lay  generally  about   it. 

Chiappa^  to  comply  with    Vajco\  Defire,   fent 

Thirty  of  his  Indian  Fiftiers   accordingly,    to 

whom  Six  S\>ania^ds  were  joyn'd,  to  Icirn  the 

Art  of  Pcarl-FiPning. 

Grett  '^^^  Place  alTign'd  for  this  Purpofe  was  about 

^laiiti-    Ten  Miles  off  the  Caaqne's  Houici  bat  as  the 

iiei  f^3.    Sea  was   then  pretty  high,    they  had  not  the 

thad.      Courage  to  dive  in  the  deepeft  Places  ;    they 

contented  themfelvts  to  gather  up  thofc  Shells 

that  were  about  the  Shores,  which  were  in  fo 

great  Qjiantities,  that  Six  Indians  were  loaded 

with  them.    Thefe  Shells  were  open  d,  to  take 

out  the  Pearls,  and  the  Indians  eat  the  Fifh  of 

them,  which  the  Spaniards  joyn'd  with  them  in, 

perhaps  through  Hunger,  becaufe  they  had  not 

eaten  for  fo  long  a  time  :  To  fpeak  Truth,  thefe 

Pearls  were  not  larger  than  Peas,  but  they  were 

exceeding  White  and  Clean. 

Vikofets     ^''"/^■^  having  inform'd  himfelf  of  all  he  was 

««//'/      defironstoknow.  refolv'd  to  return  to -t>4r/>« 

Danen.     with  his  Companions,  but  that  by  another  Way 

than  he  came.     The  Cacicjues  embrac'd  him  with 

all  the  Tokens  of  a    lincere  Aiicdion,  and 

he 
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he  promised  them  to  return  fpeedily  and  put 
his  projedted  Enterprizc  in  execution.  They 
defir'd  he  would  leave  his  Sick  Men  behind,  and 
they  would  fend  them  to  him  with  a  good 
Guard  as  foon  as  they  Ihould  be  recovered  of 
their  Indifpofitions. 

They  departed,  and  fome  time  after  entred  Boe:  fe- 
the  Country  of  a  Cacique  nam'd  Pacra^  a  cruel  vere  ju- 
Perfon,  and  a  profefs'd  Enemy  to  the  other  Ca-fi'ce  upon 
tiques  :  Thcy  paG'd  thro'  wild  Places  and  large  '^'^'^'•^  ^" 
Forefts  fili'd  with  Lions  and  Tigers  which  the '^'^"''^"* 
Indians^  by  reafon  they  are  Naked,  fear  exceed- 
ingly. l^Cvi  Cacique  who  had  already  heard  of 
the  Europeans^  fearing  they  were  now  come 
to  chaftile  him  for  his  Cruelties,  fled  inconti- 
nently. What  moft  afflifted  the  Spaniards  m 
their  March  was,  the  Fears  they  were  under, 
that  they  Ihould  die  with  third  through  the 
great  Heats  they  underwent  on  thoie  fteril  and 
parch'd  Mountains  :  God  comforted  them  in 
their  Diftrefs,  by  caufing  them  to  find  in  their 
way  a  large  Grotto,  wherein  was  a  Fountain  of 
Frelh  Water,  with  which  the  Indians  that  ac- 
companied them  fili'd  the  Pitchers  theycarry'd 
on  their  Backs.  They  were  defirous  to  pafs 
the  Night  there,  but  the  Indians  diflwaded  them, 
by  telling  them  the  Lions  and  other  wild  Beads 
of  the  Forefts,  were  accuftomed  to  come  thi- 
ther a  Nights  to  di  ink  This  made  them  Tra- 
vel on,  and  they  at  length  arrived  at  the  Houfe 
of  the  Cacique  Pacra^  but  found  no  body  there. 
His  Snhjeéts  however  came  in  crowds ,  and 
brought  them  all  manner  of  Provifions,  re- 
counting to  them  the  heinous  Crimes  of  this 
Cacique^  and  how  he  had  lately  Ravifh'd  four 
young  Vomci  that  were  Daughters  to  i  Neigh- 
bouring Lord,  rajco  refolv'd  to  take  him  ei- 
ther by  Force  or  Art  :  He  brought  his  Deliga 

about 
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about  by  terrifying    him  with  Meniccs.     He 
cams  accompanied  by  three  Neighbouring,  Lords, 
aadicted  like  himfelf  to  that  abominable  Sin, 
and  furrendred  himftlf  to  Tafco.  who  has  fmcc 
faid,  he  never  faw  one  of  a  worfe  Mien  or  a 
more  wild  Afped,  infomuch  that  he  rather  rc- 
fembl CÙ  a  Bcail  than  a  Man.    F'afco  immediately 
caus'd  him  and  his  Companions  to  be  Bound, 
telling  them,  He  would  hear  what  Complaints 
came  in  againft  them,  and  do  Juftice  upon  them 
accordingly.    The    Lords  and  People  of  the 
Neighbouring  Countries  came  in  ihoals  to  ac- 
cufc  them  of  enormous  Crimes  ,    as  violating 
their  Daughters  and  all  the  young  Men  that  fefi 
into  their  Hands,    rafc»  condemn'd  them  to  be 
dcvour'd  by  Dogs  that  he  carried  along  with 
him,  who  in  a  moment  eat  them  to  the  very 
Bones.     Before  he  put  them  to  Death,  he  de- 
manded of  them  where  their  Gold  was?  They 
anfAfer'd,  They  had  none,  nor  had  ever  trou- 
bled  their  Heads    about  getting    any.     They 
could  be  brought  to  fpeak  no  more.     The  fc- 
verity  f^afco  praffis'd  towards  this  infamous  Ca- 
cique^  procur'd  him  the  Love  and  Efteem  of  all 
the  Neighbouring  People,  who  thereupon  fur- 
nifli'd  him  with  Provifions  and  Gold  in  great 
abundance.     A  Cacique^  one  BomniAna^  lifting 
up  his  Hands  to  Heaven,  told  f^afco^  he  had  by 
this  piece  of  Juftice,  dclivcr'd  the  Country  of  a 
cruel  Enemy  ,    and  an  infupportahle  Tyrant  ; 
and  that  for  the  future  they  and  their  Polterity 
might  have  hopes  to  live  in  a  profound  Peace, 
liice  the  common  Difturber  was  ridded  out  of 
the  way.     He  beg'd  f^afco  to  accept  Prefents 
froii  him,  which  he  oifer'd  with  the  utmoft 
good  will  -,  and  moreover  acquainted  him,  that 
Country  abounded  in  Gold,  and  that  he  might 

âad 
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^ind  it  either  in  Plates  in  the  Indians  Houfes, 
or  in  Chains  about  their  Arms  or  Necks. 

yafco  and  his  Companions  underwent  great  Meets 
Extremities  afterwards,  they  could  meet  with  <§"»''^'^^.^'/- 
nothing  to  eat  but  wild  Herbs  and  Fruits  -,  they^^"'^^'-'*  I" 
were  moreover  oblig'd  to  clear  the  way  with  ^"^  '"^^* 
their  Hatchets  through  Bufhes  and  Bryars,  and 
ever  now  and  then  were  fbrc'd  to  cut  down 
Branches  to  throw  on  the  Boggs  to  render  them 
paûTable,  which  û\t  Indians  had  been  frequently 
fwallow'dup  in  for  want  of  that  Precaution.  The 
difficulty  of  Travelling  in  thofe  Countries  has 
been  one  caufe  that  neighbouring  Cacie^ueshave  ^0  Com- 
no  Commerce  with  one  another:The  others  are,'"^''^^  ^" 
that  they  always  look  upon  each  other  as  Ene-  J',jdfansf 
mies,  and  endeavour  to  make  Slaves  of  as  many 
of  them  as  they  can  get.Our  Adventurers  arriv'd 
at  length  at  theHoufe  of  a  Cacicjue  nam*d  BhccU' 
bkA^viho  was  retir'd  into  the  Woodsy  but  he  gare 
the  Spaniards  to  underftand,  it  was  out  of  a  Con- 
fufion  he  had  for  not  being  able  to  receive  them 
in  fuch  manner  as  they  deferv'd,  having  nothing 
to  give  them  to  eat  -,  however  he  fent  to  raji» 
a  Prefent  of  fome  Gold  :   The  Spaniards^  after 
they  had  fatisfied  their  Hunger  the  beft  they 
could  with  Roots  and  Water,  left  that  Place. 
Not  far  off  they  met  with  feveral  Indians^  who 
prefented  them,  in  the  name  of  their  Cacique^ 
with  Thirty  Pieces  of  flatted  Gold,  fomewhat 
like  the  Cover  of  a  Chalice:  This  they  faid  they 
did  as  an  Acknowledgment  for  the  Service  had 
been  done  them  by  exterminating  the  wicked 
Cacicjucs.    The  Indians  make  ufe  of  thofe  Plates  Ooli 
to  adorn  themfelves  with  :   They  fallen  them  ^^■'^^^• 
about  their  Necks,  and  let  them  hang  down 
Bpon  their  Breafts.     They  gave  the  Spaniards 
to  underftand  by  ligns,  that  there  was  in  the 
Neighbourhood  a  certain  Cacique  who  poflefs'd 

a  great 
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a  great  deal  of  Gold  ;  That  he  was  a  very  cruel 
Perfon,  and  did  his  Neighbours  all  theMifchief 
he  could  :;  That  if  the  Chriftians  would   but 
Conquer  his  Country  they  might  find  iramcnfc 
Riches,  and  get  the  Good  will  of  all  the  neigh- 
bouring Countries;   and  for  their  own   Parts 
Vafco  re-  they  offer'd,  that  if  yafco  pleas'd,  they  would 
fufei  to    begin  the  War  themfelves.    yafco  thank'd  thera 
H^ar  on  a  for  their  Prefents  and  Good  will ,   and  gave 
Cacique,  ^h^^  four  Saws  with  which  they  were  charm'd, 
and  which  they  made  more  account  of  than  of 
all  the  Gold  in  the  World.     He  aflur'd  them  in 
a  littlj  time  he  w  Duld  return  to  their  Country 
with  powerful  Succours  to  fubdue  their  Ene- 
Cujioms.    mies.    The  Jndiam  of  that  Country  live  very 
hard,  they  neither  make  ule  of  Table,  Nap- 
kins nor  Pots  \  in  one  Hand  they  take  a  piece 
of  Aîaiz-breafJ^  and  in  another  a  morfelof  Salt 
and  Broil'd  Fifh  :  They  rarely  eat  any  Meat; 
When  their  Fingers  are  greazy  or  dirty,  they 
rub  them  againft:  their  Feet  or  their  Sides  j  but 
they  often  throw  themfelves  into  Rivers   to 
cleanle  their  Bodies. 

The  Spaniards  parted  from  this  Country  load- 
ed  with  Gold,  but  very  much  opprefs'd  with 
Hunger:  Theyarriv'd  next  at  the  Territories, 
of  the  Cacique  Pocchorroja^  where  they  refted 
themfelves  Thirty  Days.     This  Cacique  prefent- 
ed    them  with   great  quantities  of   Gold  and 
many  Slaves  :  He  was  told  he  would  be  oblig'd 
to  pafs  over  into  the  Country  of  the  Cacique 
Tninanama^  a  Perfon  dreadful  to    tht  Indians'^ 
but  the  Spaniards  found  his  Power  too  weak,  and 
therefore  refolv'd  to  go  and  attack  that  Coun- 
Surprizts  try  thcmfelves  :  For  this  purpofb  ^<f/? 0  with  60 
nnother     Spaniards  and  a  tew  Indians  march'd  all  Night, 
wub  his    gjj^  g|.  Q^y  break  fuddenly  furpriz'd  the  Cactcjue^ 
i-heT.'     whom  they  feiz'd  with  Fourfcore  of  his  Concu- 
bines 
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bines  that  he  had  robM  other  Caciques  of  :  All 
the  Indians  his  Subjeds  were  clofe  in  their  Hutts 
without  thinking  of  any  thing.  Thefe  Hutts 
which  are  divided  from  each  other,  are  made 
of  Wood,  and  cover'd  with  Straw  or  Herbs: 
That  of  the  Cacicfne  was  Sixfcore  Paces  long, 
and  Fifty  broad.  The  Indians  infulted  Tumana-  j  larltu 
ma>,  and  Spit  in  his  Face  as  foon  as  they  faw  him  row  Cu,^ 
a  Prifoner,  it  being  their  Cultom  to  ufe  th^ftom. 
Unfortunate  fo.  Great  Rejoicings  were  made 
all  around  for  the  downfall  of  this  Cacique  who 
was  univerfally  hated,  l^afco^  to  frighten  him, 
threatned  to  throw  him  into  the  River,  upoa 
which  this  unfortunate  wretch  fell  on  his  Knees, 
and  humbly  befought  him  to  forgive  him,  tel- 
ling him,  that  his  Enemies  had  given  an  ill 
Charader  of  him  purely  out  of  Malice  %  but 
that  if  he  would  be  pleas'd  to  fpare  his  Life,  he 
would  give  him  a  great  Quantity  of  Gold  ; 
Moreover  he  protefted  he  had  never  done  any 
harm  to  the  Chriftians,  being  always  affraid  of 
their  Swords,  which,  he  faid,  would  cleave  a 
Man  in  two  at  one  Stroak.  Whilfl:  he  was  talk- 
ing after  this  rate ,  all  the  Gold  Chains  and  spiU» 
Bracelets  foond  upon  the  Concubines  wese 
brought  to  Fafco:  The  chief  Men  of  this  petty 
State  likewife  brought  theirs  \  but  they  all  pro- 
tefted they  had  their  Gold  from  other  Coun- 
tries.   The  Cacique  was  pardon'dfiby  f^afco. 
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CHAP.     XX. 

Of  the  Dif coven  es  made  by  Gonzalez  Her» 
naiiclez  of  Oviedo,  una  the  Riches  ht 
heap'^d  up  in  htf  Expedition^ 

?cl\^fi,jl   XJ  ^^  Catholick  Majefty  fcnt  thisPerfon  to 
Ohjciv'a-    LjL  ^hc  Lilies  to  Melt  down  the  Gold  takea 
tions.        out  of  the  Mines,  becaufe  he  was  very  skilful 
at  it.     Being  arriv'd  at  a  Port  inhabited  by 
Nets.        fifhermcn  ,    he  began  to  confider  their  Nets 
made  of  Cotton,  and  their  Lines  made  of  the 
Rinds  of  Trees,  which  were  faftncd  to  Stakei 
that  tlicy  ftuck  into  the  Sand  when  they  Filh'd. 
They  had  in  their  Hints  great  Qiiantitics  of 
Dried  and  Salted   Fifh,  which  they  kept  there 
Enthni    ^^^^V  ^^  bc  tranfportcd   to  other  Countries  : 
^Tj^e^       He  likewile  obfervM  they  had  Pots,    Spoons, 
and  earthen  Trenchers  very  well  wrought,  and 
great  Urns  of  the  fimc  matter,  alj  Painted  with 
different  Colours,  Red  and  Blue^   and  others 
with  difff^'cnt  Figures  of  Animals  and  Plants. 
The  Walls  of  thcfe  Hiitts  were  cover'd  with 
fine  Matts  made  of  a  fort  of  Cane,  very  loofe, 
and   fmall  firings  of  an   Herb:  This  Tapcftry 
ItainM  with  lèverai  Colours,  had  a  very  agree- 
able effed  on  the  Eye  ^  and  what  was  furpri- 
7.ing  was,  that  you  fhould  fee  upon   it  the  Fi- 
gures of  Lions.  Tigers  and  Eagles,  very  natural 
Co//o?^j      and    well    delign'd.     Their   Cotton  Coverlets 
'^'  ^'      were  Painted   and   diverlificd  after    the  fame 
manner.     Over  their  Doors   they  hung  a  great 
number  of  llrung  Shells,  which  when  mov'd  by 
the  Wind,  afforded  a  not  unpleafint  found. 
HerrtAndez^^  upon  his  Landing  at  the  Head  of 
^l-^>.;e    a  Company  of  Soldiers,  met  firlt  with  a  Safhir 

as 
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IS  big  as  a  Goofes  Egg ,  and  a  little  while 
ifter  with  a  very  large  piece  of  Ambergreefe  : 
He  moreover  obferv'd  divers  precious  Stones  Pren'oi^- 
faftned  to  the  Matts  which  the  IndlAns  cover'd  Stones» 
their  Walls  with  :  They  bought  them  of  remote 
Indians  for  fome  Salted  Filh.Having  entred  aPlain 
three  Leagues  long  and  two  broad,  he  obferved 
chat  the  Hutts  lay  divided   fronri  each  other  Hutts. 
It  the  foot  of  Mountains,  and  all  cover'd  with 
Fruit-Trees.     Divers  little  Rills  ran  from  thefè 
Mountains  and  watec'd  the  neighbouring  Plain. 
They  hive  in  this  Country  fine  Gardens  and 
jultivated  Fields,  which  they  Water  with  C^i- Cannls, 
nais  made  for  that  purpofe.     The  Air  here  hihe  Jir. 
fo  mild  and  temperate,  that  thtSpaniards^  who 
Uept  feveral  Nights  upon  the  River-fide  with- 
out any  Covering,  felt  no  Inconvenicncy  there 
by  it.    The  Streets  of  thefe  Habitations  are  streets.  ' 
ftrait,  asif  they  had  been  drawn  by  a  Line. 

Their  Hutts  were  full  of  poyfon'd  Arrows,  Voyfon'i 
which  the  Spaniards  burnt.     In  the  Caves  they  jirrows, 
found  great  Quantities  of  Venifon  and  Wild-  rem/on 
Boar  Pork,    with  which  the  Europeans  made  igfc. 
good  cheer  for  feveral  Days.    They  found  alio 
great   Magazines  of  Cotton-Cloth  ,    and  Fea- 
thers of  divers  Colours,  with  which  the  IndUns 
made  Plumes  to  fet  themfelves  ofi':  They  pre- JP-^www. 
ferve  in  a  Chamber  a-part,  the  Bones  and  Alhes 
of  their  Lords  ^  the  Afhes  are  kept  in  Urns  oiurm, 
painted  Earth.     There  arc  fome  that  do  not 
.burn  the  Bodies,  but  content  themfelves  with 
drying     them  ,     laying    over    them    Cotton 
Covertures,  to  which  are  faftned  final]  Plates  of 
Gold.     The  Europeans  made  fine  Plunder  of  all 
thefe    Things  :     They    likewife    found  great 
pieces  of  e.Kceeding  white  Marble,  which  feem'd  brought 
to  have  been  wrought  and  polifli'd  by  IbmeCar-  J^^y^le- 
ver;  This  furpriz'd  the  Spaniards  very  much,  m 

that 
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that  the  Indians  havc  no  manner  of  ufeof  Iron 
After  having  heap'd  up  vafl:  Riches,  the  Spani- 
areli^wt  to  Sea  the  15th  of  '^une^  to  return  t( 
Carth^.gcna  :  They  would  fdin  have  landed  oc 
fome  iQands  inhabited  by  the  Canibals,  with  î 
Dellgn  to  deftroy  them  -,  but  the  Sea  ran  fc 
high  that  all  the  Pilots  in  the  World  could  noi 
have  tfleâed  it:  Infomuch  that  in  one  Night; 
time  they  found  themfelves  above  40  League 
from  their  Mark.  Admiral  Columbus^  who  firfl 
difcover'd  thcfe  Seas,  obferv'd,  that  when  he 
had  a  mind  to  Sound,  the  Lead  would  not  go 
to  the  bottom,  by  reafon  of  the  rapidity  of  the 
Rapid  Current-,  and  although  he  bad  the  Wind  in  hii 
Curnvis.  poop  he  coold  hardly  fomeiiraes  make  a  League 

in  an  Hour. 
Then  Even  to  this  Day  the  true  Caufe  of  thefe  Cuç. 

Caiifeva-  rents  has  not  been  found  out,  no  more  than  the 
rionjiy  pi^x  or  Ktflux  of  the  Sea,  which  fome  have  at- 
^"•/^ '^  '^"  tributed  to  the  Sun,  others  to  the  Moon,  and  a 
third  foic  to  fubterraneaii  ^\  ind^  which  blow 
the  Floods  to  and  fro.  Some  think  thefe  Cur- 
rents are  occafion'd  by  the  Earth's  being  higher 
in  fome  Places  and  lower  in  others  fothat  the 
Water  has  a  natural  Dcfcent  with  iv\  otheri 
arc  of  Opinion  they  arecaus'd  by  great  Rivtrs, 
and  a  great  Quantity  of  Earth  aud  Sand  which 
they  drag  along  with  them.  One  of  the  An- 
tients  remark'd,  that  the  Currents  which  are 
cbfervable  in  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar^  proceed- 
ed from  the  Oceans  being  lefs  deep  than  the 
Mediterranean,  by  which  means  the  Water  ran 
from  the  higher  Place  into  the  lower.  Thofe 
that  have  Sail  d  through  the  H^eft-Irrdian  Seas, 
and  along  the  Shores  of  the  1  erra  Fnma^  affirm, 
that  in  the  Strait  that  feparates  the  South  Sea 
from  the  North,  near  the  Cities  of  Pa^am*  and 
Nombre  de  Vios^  fix  Leagues  above  the  £^k/- 

noÙial 
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^^uino^ial^  during  the  Space  of  about  thir- 
ty Leagues.  There  are  very  deep  Caverns, 
thro'  which  the  Waters  of  one  Sea  run  into 
the  other  Eaftward,  and  that  this  Motion 
;is  occafion'd  by  that  of  the  Sun.  Others 
|fay  the  Waters  return  by  thefe  Caverns  to, 
jtheir  principal  Source  in  the  Centre  of  the 
îEarth,  and  that  when  they  abound  too 
jmuch  they  overflow  ,  and  make  to  the 
Chores.  . 

SebaFtian  Cabot  a    Venetian^     movM  with   aCabotV 
Defire  of  making  new  Difcoveries,  after  the -^^/'^^'"' 
Example  of  Columbia,  fitted  out  two  Veffels^"* 
at  his   own  Charges,  and  departing  from  a 
Port  in  England^  continu'd  failing  till  he  faw 
the  Polar  Star  elevated   55   Degrees.     Heat 
îaft  came  to  a  Sea  fiU'd    with  great  Flakes 
bf  Ice,  which  beating  againft  his  Ships  threat- 
hpd  him  with  Deltrudion   in  cafe   he  pro-, 
pecded.    The  Twilight  was  there  as  bright 
as  our  longeft  Days    in  Europe  in    Summer 
It  Noon.    In  a   word,    Ice    forc'd    him   to 
bake  to'  a  Shore  not  far  off,  where  he  found 
k  prodigious  Quantity  of  large  Fiih,  which 
bhe  Inhabitants  of  thofe  Parts  call  BaccaUi.'^'^  ^'.^. 
ithe   Manners   of  thefe  People  are  civilized      "'^'' 
enough,,  and  they  go    all  cloath'd  in   Skins 
pf  Beafts.     Cabot  and    his  Companions  took 
Î  great  deal  of  Pleafure  in  feeing  the  Bears 
hunt  thefe  Fiih,   which  they  did  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner.     There  are  upon  thefe  Coafts-^"''^^'^  h 
many  large  Trees,   whofe  Leaves  falling  in-^"''^* 
to  the    Water,   the    Fiih  come  and  fnap  at 
them  greedily.    The  Bears,  who  h^we  no  o- 
ther  Food  here,  obferving  this,   lay    them- 
felves   in    Ambufcade    to    catch    them.     As 
foon  as  the  Fifli  lift  their  Heads  above  Wa- 
ter to  get  the  Leaves,  the  Bears  throw  in  their 
I  M  Claws, 
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ClawSf  and  if  they  can  but  grapple  them  un* 
der  their  Scales,  they  will  be  fure  to  bring 
them  to  Land.  But  fome  great  Filh  have 
been  known  to  drag  the  Bears  into  the 
Water  by  meer  force,  when  there  has  hap- 
pened a  very  diverting  Combat  betweea 
them  ^  fometimes  one's  uppermofb,  and  thea 
the  other,  but  it  generally  happens  the  Bear 
gets  the  better,  and  brings  the  Filh  to  Land 
and  devours  him.  Thefe  Bears  are  by  no 
means  dangerous,  nor  do  any  manner  of  harm 
to  the  Inhabitants. 


CHAP.    XXI. 

Pedro  Avia,  Govemour  of  the  New  WorU^ 
gives  Orders  for  facilitating  the  Nivi" 
galion  of  the  South  Seas.  An  Account 
of  the  remarkable  Piracies  of  JuaH 
Aiora. 


p  ,       '^^^Edro  Avia  arriving  at  Ijla-fuerte  with  hif 
Àvïdi'iAr-  J^  Squadron,  all  the  Inhabitants  fled  up  in- 
rivnU       to   the  Woods.    The  Spaniards  enter'd  their 
Huts,   where  they  found  great  Numbers  of 
W&/rri'j/r.Mat-Paniers,  exceeding  finely  wrought,  fiird 
with  very  fine  white    Salt,  which    the   Na- 
tives were    wont   to   exchange  with    their 
Neighbours  for    other  Commodities.    Thcf 
obferv'd  on  the  Rocks  very  large  Birds  with 
strtivge  red  Throats,  whofe  Bellies  were  big  enough 
Biriis.       to  contain  a  Bufliel  of  Corn.     One  of  theft 
Birds  fufFer'd   it  felf   to  be  caught,   but   it 

died 
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(Jied  fome  few  Days  after.     As  foon   as  the 
Governour  arrived  at  Darien,  yafco  gave  him 
the   beft    Reception    he   could,  with    Maiz.- 
Bread  and  Salt-Fifh.  The  Cacicjue  Caretta  made 
him  a  Prefent  of  a  very  fine  Veft  with  Sleeves  ^«ipiian 
wrought  with  Birds  Feathers  of  various  Co-  Vefi, 
lours,  fo   exaftly  that  one  would  have  fworn 
it   had  been  of  Silk.     He  gave  him  alfo  two 
large  Quilts  of    the  fame   Work.     The  Go- 
vernour return'd   his   Complin^ent  by  giving 
him    a    Spanijh  Jerkin    and     a  Velvet    Hat, 
both   which  appeared    wonderful    to  the  Ca- 
Iticjue^  who  tarry'd  with  the   Governour  three 
Days,  and  eat  as  he  did  all  the  while.     What 
'he  feem'd    to  be  beft  pleas'd   with    was  the 
I  Wine  and  Bread.     After  Dinner  the  Gover- 
inour  had  every  Day  Mufick  play'd  to   him,  Ef-a  of 
which  when  the  Cacique  firft  heard  he  lifted  hWià-.. 
up  his  Eyes,  and  Sighing    faid,  the   Europe- 
ans were  more  favoured  by  Heaven  than  the 
Indians    in   that  they  had  it    in  their  Power 
by  fuch  Sounds   to  raife  their  Dead  Friends 
to  Life.     To    do  him  the   greater   Honour, 
the  Governour  caus'd    a  Squadron   of  Horfc 
well    equip'd   with  fnining  Armour  and  Arms 
to    be    drawn   up  in   Battalia.     This    Sight 
f^U'd  all   the    Indians  with   joy   and  Admira- 
tion,   to    fee  with  what    Àddrefs  the  Euro- 
peans manag'd  their    Horfes.     They  were  af- 
terwards carry'd  on  Board   the  Ships,  which 
gave  the   Cacique  occafion   to   fay,  he   had  in 
his  Country  a  large  Sort  of  Trees  in  which  strr/ige 
the    Worm     never    bred    by  reafon    of  the  Tf(:<:i. 
Bitternefs  of  the  Wood,    and  which  he  had 
often    experienced  in  his    Canoes.     He  added 
there   were  other  Trees   fo   Venimous,    that 
the  bare  Smoak  of  the  Wood  occafioii'd  pre- 
fent Death  ~ 

M  2  To 
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Three  Fort  s     fo    facilitate   and    fecure  the  Navigation 

builu        j^f  çj^ç  South  Seas,  the  Governour  built  three 

Forts,    one    in    the  Country  of  the  Cacic^ue 

Comagro^    another  in   the   Province  of    Toe 

chorrofa^  and    a  third    in  that   of  Tumanama^ 

and    plac'd  fufficient  Garrifons  in   all   three 

of  them.     He  then  fent  out  divers  Captains 

,    by  different  Routes^  and-  among  the    reft    a 

:*;,?;?/  Cordovan  Gentleman  one  Jum  Aiora,  with  a 

■Tirii  ICI.  r        -.    1  I  •  1 

competent  Number  or  Soldiers  and  two 
Briga>nhies.  This  Perfon  coaftcd  along  the 
Province  of  Comaaro  to  get  into  the  South 
Sea.  He  went  afhore  and  came  to  the  Houfe 
ot  the  Cacique  Charles  who  was  a  good  Friend 
to  the  Chriftians,  and  had  been  baptiz'd 
together  with  all  hisSubjef\s.  This  Captain 
110  fooner  entred  his  Houfe  but  he  carry'd 
away  all  his  Gold,  and  all  the  Furniture 
he  could  find.  He  moreover  rob'd  the  Wo- 
men of  their  Cotton  Habits,  and  Bracelets 
and  Collars  they  had  about  their  Arms 
and  Necks.  At  his  departure  he  rov'd  along 
the  Countries  of  other  C<«c/<^«e;  ferving  them 
the  fame  Sauce,  and  excrcifing  the  fame  Vi- 
ck nces  in  all  the  Places  where  he  came. 
The  poor  Indians  feeing  all  this  were  glad 
to  fcjmpcr  into  the  Woods  to  fave  their 
J>iv'es.  yllora  ^WtY  fo  many  Thefts  and  Rob- 
beries fearing,  with  Reafon  enough,  that  he 
might  be  call'd  to  an  Account  by  the  Go- 
vernour, he  fled  to  the  Sea-lide  where  there 
liy  a  Brigamii'ie^  on  which  he  went  Aboard 
with  his  moft  faithful  Followers  who  were 
Accomplices  with  him  in  the  fame  Crimes. 
They  fled  with  the  Gold' and  Merchandizes 
they  had  got  without  any  Bodies  being  abk 
to  hear  of  them  more. 

The 
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TheGovernour  likewife  i:^^tGarpor  MoralejL^or^^ll^ 
m  the  other  fide  of  the  Mountains  towards  j^^i^^^^ 
he  South,   and  the    Illand    which  is  in  the 
3ulch  of  St    Mtchael  where  variety  ot  large 
^earls  are  found.     He   had   loo  Men  under 
lis  Command    among    whom    were    divers 
hat   had   accompany'd    rafco  Numz.  \n    his 
/ovaee  to  difcover  the  South-feas.    Mordez. 
^eing  arriv'd  in  the  Territories  of  Tz/^^^^rr. 
md  Chiavva,   thofe   Caciques  made  hini  f.rcaC 
^refents  and  told  him  they  would  alTlft  him 
n  the  Conquefl:  of  the  I(land  of  Pears  which  niand  of 
vas  formerly  call'd  the  IflandofGold.    They  Pearls, 
■urnifh'd   him  with  Provifions  fufficient,  but 
IS  they   had  but  few  Canoes,  there  could  but 
5ixty    Spaniards    pafs    over   into   the  illand, 
A^hereof  the  Cacique  having  notice  he  came 
lown  with  a  great  Number  of  Indians  armd 
^ith  Lances  and  Wooden  Swords,  and  oppos  d  ^^coi=?« 
-heir  Landing,  crying  with  all  their  might  ji..rj.. 
3uaz;cavara,   Guaz,zavara,  that   is  to  the  War 
vith   the  Enemy.     They  attack'd  the  Spaniards 
with   fo    much    Courage    and   Bravery,  that 
tho'  they  were  thrice  repuls'd  they  came  on 
aeain  to  the  Charge  -,  but    at  length  feeing 
the  great  Numbers  of  their  Men  that  were 
kiird  they  retreated  and  fled.  ,  •     ^,   ^ 

The   Example   of  the    other  ^!'''r''->,^''^  J^'^"" 
Neighbours,  at  length  incHn'd  him  to  feck ^,"^-^^^^^. 
the  Friendlhip  of  the  Spaniards  and  beg  Peace. 
He  thereupon    conduded    them    to  his  Pa- 
lace, which  was  perfeaiy  well  bail t^  He  pre- 
rented    the    Governour     with    a   "^^^^^^^^^l 
Pearls   weighing    at  lealt   no  Pounds.     He"/ ^^^^^^ 
o-ave    him    in  Exchange  Glaf*   Beads,    and 
?mall    Looking-GlaiTes,    with  which    he  was 
infinitely  well  pleasM.  He  had  moreover  diver. 
Saws  given  him,  which  the /«^/^«J  made  moie 
M  3  '  "^^'^ 
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Account  of  than  of  fo  many  Mountains  of 
Gold.  They  could  not  enough  wonder  that  the 
Europeans  fought  after  that  Metal  with  fo 
great  Greedinefs,  and  that  they  fhould  give 
fo  many  precious  and  profitable  Inftruments 
tor  fuch  Trifles  as  Chains  and  Bracelets  of 
Gold.  Tiic  C^cicjue  led  the  Chief  of  this 
Expedition  to    the  Top  of  a  Tower,  whence 

V.ryrih^^     "^'^^'^     °'^      ^^'      ^^"      ^^^"^      ^^^     ^OUth- 

jpnds/  ^l^'.  ^^^  ^^^'  ^^f^  ^e,  an  infinite  Number 
of  little  Iflands  all  belonging  to  me.  They 
are  vaflly  rich,  if  to  be  fill'd  with  Gold 
and  Pearls  may  be  call'd  Riches.  All  the 
Shores  of  thcfe  Iflands  are  cover'd  with 
Mother  of  Peirl.  Now,  continue  he,  if  you 
will  but  confcnt  to  be  my  Friend,  take 
as  m.uch  of  thefe  things  as  you  pleafe.  I 
fet  a  greater  Efteein  on  your  Friendfhip, 
than  on  all  the  Gold  and  Pearls  in  my 
Province,   and  for  my  Fart   I  do  proteft  to 

*  you   folemnly,   I  will  never  break  the  Alli- 

ance I   (hall  make   with  you. 

yin  loD    ,  ^^^^  ^"<^  ^b^n  all  thefc  fair  Proteflations 

iVàight  «/the   Cict^!,e    oblig'd    himfclf  to    give  every 

Pearl  p.uYear    to    the    King   of  Sp^i»,    an    hundred 

Jf^^rjj,      Weight  of  Pearl  which  he  the  eaficr  engag'd 

to  do  m  that  he   little  valu'd  fo  precious  a 

Merchandize,    and    could   not   think    he  by 

that  means  became  Tributary  to  his  Catholick 

Majefty.     This  Province,  which  is  not  above 

Crut    iix   Degrees    from  the  Ecjumoulial^  is  fo  full 

TUmyef  of  Deer  of  all   forts  that  the  Spaniards  could 

-^^^^-       kill  as  many  as  they  please  without  almoffc 

nr/Mnrr        ^^n**        *^  4.      -- ! "    _        tt  r»  .    •  _ 


\ 


A   Ca- 


cique      S°'"S    out    of  their    Houfes.      This    C^a^^r 

babtiii.  causd  himfelf  to  be  baptized  with  his  whole 

Family  and  would  needs  take   the  Name  of 

the  Governour  Pedro  Avia.    At  parting  they 

gave  each  other  Alfuraaces  of  an  inviolable 

Friend- 
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Friendfhip,  and  the  Cactqm  len.:  the  Com- 
mander his  Canoes  and  People  to  aflfifl:  him 
in  his  Expedition, profering  to  accompany  him 
himfelf  as  far  as  the  Sea  Shore.  The  Fifth 
Part  of  the  Pearls  was  given  to  the  King  s 
Treafurers,  and  the  reft  equally  divided  a-^ 
mong  the  Spaniards.  Among  thefe  Pearls  there  p^^^^* 
was  one  as  large  as  a  Nut,  which  was 
laid  afide  till  fuch  time  as  it  fhould  be  de- 
termine whom  it  belong'd  to.  This  was 
afterwards  fold  to  the  Lady  Ifabella  Boadiha^ 
Wife  to  the  Governour,  who  had  the  Cou- 
rage to  accompany  her  Husband  to  the  New- 
World.  Thofe  that  went  on  this  Expedi- 
tion were  only  able  to  fay  concerning  it 
that  the  largeft  Pearls  were  to  be  foun<l  m 
the  deepeft  Water,  and  the  lefler  fort  near 
the  Shore.  Pearl-fhells  refemble  in  fome  mea- 
fure  a  Hen  that  has  many  Eggs  in  her  Bo- 
dy, from  whence  the  moft  perfeft  drop  firit, 
and  the  reft  remain  behind  till  fuch  time^^^^^^gp 
as  they  are  mature.  In  like  manner  whenp^.^^;^, 
thefe  Shells  open  the  moft  perfeft  Pearls  al- 
ways ftart  firft,  and  the  others  remain  in 
the  Shell  till  they  come  to  a  fufficient  Ma- 
turity. It  is  to  be  fear'd  many  Pearls  upon 
dropping  from  the  Shell,  which  they  will  do 
when  they  are  ripe,have  been  devoured  byFiHi. 

Many    Captains    made    Voyages    to    thzAmhr 
South   Seas    after   MoraUz.  -,   among  others  £xp.^;»- 
Confalez.  Badaghio:^zo,  who  fail'd  towards  the""' 
Weft   in    the   Beginning   of  the   Month  ot 
March,  m  the  Year   151$  with  80  Men,  and 
this  by  Order  of  the  Governour  Pedro  Avta, 
A   neighbouring  Caciqut  to   the  South   Sea 
fled  at  the  Approach  of  the  Spartifrds.  They 
fack'd  his  Village   where  they  wund  fomc 
„  Slaves,  whofe  Fac€$  were  paiftteti  blaclç  an4 
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Cujioms  ofj-ç^,  Thefe  JndUns  make  Holes  in  their 
Indians,  cheeks  with  pointed  Bones,  which  filling  up 
with  the  Powder  of  certain  Herbs  feveral 
Colours  are  difpers'd  throughout  the  Face, 
which  cannot  afterwards  be  remov'd.  The 
Spaniards  carry'd  off  thefe  Slaves,  and  load- 
i(ichisiini^^  them  with  the  Booty  they  hid  taken. 
TUnty  ^j]  thefe  Countiics  arc  rich  in  Gold,  the 
Earth  is  fat  and  fertile,  and  the  Trees  are 
laden  with  excellent  Fruits.  The  Spaniards 
plundcr'd  all  the  Cacicjues  they  met  in  their 
Way,  and  took  their  Gold  from  them.  No- 
thing efcapM  their  Hands  but  what  the 
Indians  carry'd  away  with  them  when  they 
fled  into  the  Woods  and  inacceffible  Placi 
The  Booty  they  had  got'  was  fo  great  th;ii: 
it  loaded  400  Slaves.  Going  afterwards  to- 
wards the  Province  of  a  Cacique  nam'd  Pa- 
rtz.z.a  with  Defign  to  plunder  him,  he  laid 
bimfelf  in  their  Way  between  two  Hills 
%paniards covered  with  thick  Trees,  at  the  Head  of 
rented.  5000  JndtAns^  v/ho  aS  foon  as  the  Spaniards 
came  up  let  fly  at  them  with  that  good  Will 
that  above  fixty  of  them  immediatly  dropt, 
whi.h  the  reft  feeing  they  fled,  leaving  the 
Field  of  Battle  and  all  the  Treafure  they 
had  got  to  the  Conquerors.  After  great  Fa- 
tigues they  at  length  arriv'd  at  the  Port 
caird  Gracias  a  Dios  yvhere  their  Brigantines 
lay.  They  went  on  Board  curling  their  ill 
Fortune,  and  foon  after  arriv'd  at  Danen 
hilf  dead  with'  Hunger.  The  Governour 
having  heard  how  it  had  far'd  with  them, 
refolv'd  to  gohimfelfto  the  Province  of  the 
Cacique  Pariz.za  to  revenge  the  Affront,  but 
as  he  was  then  Sick  the  Execution  of  that 
Enterprize  was  defer'd  to  another  Opportu- 
nity. -  •  •  '  . 
i    '  CHAP. 


of  Voyages  und  Travels.        i^<J 


CHAP.  XXII. 

Of  the  unfortunate  Adventures  of  Juan 
Solis  and  his  Companions  fent  by  his 
Catbolick  Majelfj  on  the  Difcoverj  of 
certain  Coajts, 

COralez.poa.ox  of  Laws  and  Ojfcial  to  his^'^K^"»'" 
CathoUck  Majefty  at  Darien  wrote  in-g^j/J"*^ 
to   Sfain    that   an    Indian  who    had    efcap'd 
from  yaffalUge   told   him,  upon  feeing   him 
read  a   Letter  written  upon  European  Paper, 
that  thofe  People  where  he  had  been  a  Slave, 
had  Books  and   Paper    made  of   Leaves   of 
Trees  fewM  together  -,  that  their  Towns  were 
Waird   round    with  large  Stones,   and   that 
the  Men  and    Women  wore   Cloaths.     In 
this    fame    Year    1515    the   King    of  Sfai7i 
equipp'd  three   VeiTels,  and  gave  Orders  to 
'Captain  Juan  Sclis    to  pafs  the  Cape  of  St.  Vtifortw 
'Avgvfline  diftant  Six  Leagues  from  the  E(^in-^'it^' 
m6tiaL    This  Captain  after  he    had   coaftcd 
'along  the  Terra  Eirma  for  feme  time  found  the 
"Antartick  Pole  elevated  thirty  Degrees.    See- 
ing one  Day  divers  Indians  with  their  Wives 
and  Children  Skipping  about  upon  the  Shore 
and  making  Signs  to  him  to  land,  offering 
him    feveral  Things  which    they   laid    upon 
the  Sand,  he  put    out  his  Boat  and   went 

•  a  Shore  to  difcover    what    fort   of  Country 
*'and    People  they    were.    But   he   was    no 

•  fooner   landed  than  a   great  Number  of  Ca- 

•  >iibal'Indians  came  down  thundring  upon  him, 
and  his  Men,  having  lain  all  the  while  in  Am- 

'■'•'  bufcade 
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bufcade.  They  furrounded  the  Spaniards  in  an 
Inftant  and  kill'd  them  every  Man  with 
their  Bows  and  Arrows,  the  Ships-Crew  that 
were  on  board  being  not  able  to  help  them 
but  remaining  unwilling  Witnefles  of  fo  fad 
a  Spedacle.  Thcfe  Barbarians  charm'd  with 
the  white  Flefh  of  the  Europeans  cut  it  in- 
to Pieces  and  devour'd  it  half  roafted  and 
bloody,  fo  great  was  their  Appetite  for  fuch 
unnatural  Viands.  The  Ships  Artillery  how- 
ever quickly  drove  them  up  the  Mountains 
but  then  they  carried  on  their  Backs  in  view 
the  Heads,  Legs  and  Arms  of  thofe  unhap- 
py wretches  they  had  mallàcred.  The  Spa- 
niards foon  after  thought  fit  to  retire  with- 
out being  able  to  revenge  the  Deaths  of 
their  Companions. 

Captain  Juan  Ponce  had  the  foregoing  Year 
onon'uïn^^  Adventure  fomewhat   like  this.     His  Ca- 
Poncc.     tholick  Maiefty  fent  him  to  deltroy  the  Ha- 
bitations of  the  Canibals  who  made  a  bloody 
War  on  all  that  approached  their  Teritories. 
This  Captain   prompted    by  a  Defire  of  ex- 
tirpating   thofe  Barbarians  accepted  with  Joy 
the  Command  of  two  Velfels  equipp'd  at  the 
Kings  Charges  for  that  Enterprize.     He  went 
on  Shore   at  Guadeloupe  ^  the  Canibals  feeing 
fome  Europeans  arrive  laid   themfelves,  after 
their  Manner,  in  Ambuih  to  furprife  them. 
As  foon  as  the  Captain  came  a  Shore   with 
his  Men,  the  Canibals  fet    upon  them    with 
horrible  Crys  and  having  kill'd  moll  of  them, 
Jiih^  urt'  the    Captain     being    dangeroufly     wounded 
Jiii;cifsfui.  yyjj-i^   ^ri  Arrow,   rctir'd   to   his  Ships  toge- 
ther with  two  only  of  his  Companions,  who 
had  the    Mortification   to  fee  their  Fellows 
boifd    and  roafted  by  thofe  barbarous  Fee- 
ders.   From   that  Time   there  has  been  no 

Ncivs 
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^ews  of  the  Captain  or  his  Veflel  but  the 
other   Ship   returnM  to  S^Ain. 

About  this  Time  came  Letters-Patents  ^''^''^^^- 
from  S^ain  conftituting  Vafco  Nuiiez.  Gene-  *  ^^j'^'^  ^^^J 
ral  of  Darien  in  confideration  of  his  great  (^oWrwor, 
Services,  in  the  difcovery  of  the  South  Seas. 
Thofe  Letters,  full  of  Commendations  of 
Vafco^  were  read  publickly,  and  being  fo  much 
to  his  Advantage  pufPd  him  up  fo  that  he 
foon  faird  in  his  Refped  to  the  Governour, 
which  made  that  Gentleman  think  of  fe- 
cret  Meafures  to  revenge  hirafelf.  The  molt 
confiderable  Perfons  of  the  Country  appre- 
hending ill  Confequences  from  this  Difference 
between  the  Governour  and  f^afco^  apply'd 
themfelves  to  a  Fryar  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Francn^  a  great  Preacher,  bcfeeching  him  to 
endeavour  to  reconcile  them.  This  Perfon 
to  bring  fo  good  an  End  about,  ofFer'd  f^afco 
the  Governour's  Daughter  in  Marriage,  but 
the  Pride  both  of  one  and  the  other,  would 
not  fuiTer  fo   good  a  Defign  to  take. 

J'o    avoid    all    Difafters   that  might  arireTkeFomsr 
from  this    Animofity,  Fafco  rcfolv'd    to  ab-'"^"''^^ /c^ 
fent  himfelf,   and  go   to  and    fettle  on  thc^'^'^ff^'* 
Coafts  of    the   South  Sea.     Having  got  to- 
gether  all  his  Gold    and  other   Riches,     he 
parted    from    Darien  with    300  iVtcn   that 
were  the  moll  faithful  to  him.     Divers  In- 
dian Slaves  carry'd  his  Baggage  and  Provill- 
bns.     In  a   fhort    time  they  arriv'd    at   the 
Territories  of  the  Caciques  Tumacco  and  Chi- 
appa^    who  receiv'd  them   with  inexpreflible 

Joy- 
Out  of  a  Defign  that  rafco  had  to  build  jjefigns  ta 
a  Town  on  the    Southern  Coafts,   he   caus'd  Jttfio-jer 
four  Brigaatines  to   be  built  in  order  to  go  '^-j"  ^P"^"^ 
and  difcover  the  lilands   of  Spices,  whereby  ^P^^^^ 
.  .^    •  he 
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he  thought  to  make  his  Court  powerfully  to 
the  King  of  S^ain^  by  doine^  him  fo  impor- 
tant a  Piece  of  Service.  He  had  the  Pre- 
caution to  bring  fi-om  Danen  Cotton  Cloth 
which  fervM  him  to  make  Sails  of.  As  for 
Cordage  that  was  made  of  certain  Roots 
of  Herbs  which  the  Indians  know  how  to 
make  Cords  of  tolerably  flrong.  The  Pines 
of  the  Country  furnifli  Wood  and  Gum  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  reft  of  a  Ship.  Vafco  obfer- 
ving  that  many  of  his  Followers  murmur'd 
at  their  behgincelTantly  put  upon  new  Ad- 
ventures inflead  of  enjoying  what  they  had 
got  at  quiet,  afTembled  them  one  Day,  and 
to  put  an  End  to  their  Complants  and  Mur- 
murs, fpoke  to  them  in  the  following  man- 
iiu spucbnç.ï.  "  My  dear  Friends  and  Companions, 
to  hu  Foi-'^  It  is  thro'  your  Courage  and  Patience 
lowers,     u  J  i^^^g  j^ççj^  gj^lç  J.Q  profecute  fuch  Glori- 

''  ous  Ent'crprizes  as  I  have  done  in  the 
"  Difcovery  of  the  South  Seas.  You  are 
"  fenfiblc  how  high  the  Governour's  Info- 
"  lence  has  been  carry'd  againft  me.  |ie 
"  was  not  contented  with  the  Authority 
"  and  Prcheminence  which  his  Catholick 
"  Majefty  had  honour'd  him  with,  by  con- 
"  ferring  on  him  the  Government  of  the 
"  Terra  Firma  of  the  Indies^  but  I  muft  for- 
"  footh  obey  him  as  a  vile  Slave,  tho'  the 
"  King  had  nam'd  me  for  General  of  Da- 
"  rien.  However  infupportable  this  Slavery 
"  mightfeem,yet  would  I  have  chearfuUy  under- 
"  gone  it,  had  the  King's  Interelt  requir'd 
"  me  fo  to  have  done.  But  the  haughty 
"  and  avaricious  Governour  found  an  Occa- 
"  fion  from  this  Obedience  to  aim  at  taking 
"  away  our  Lives  and  our  Goods,  that  he 
"  might   thereby  footh    his  Ambition,   and 
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'  procure  to  himfelf  Riches  wherewith  the 
'  Countries  we  have  difcover'd  abound. 
'  If  we  will  therefore  live  in  Quiet  an4 
'  Safety,  we  muft  feek  a  Country  remov'd  from 
'  his  Violences  and  Authority.  You  know 
'  both  Gold  and  Silver  is  to  be  found  ia 
'  great  Abundance  on  the  Southern  Coafts  ; 
'  let  us  go  on  Board  then  thefe  Veflels 
'  we  have  firft  finifli'd,  and  trull  the  reft 
'  to  Providence  and  the  Almighty  Protedion. 

All  Applauded  this  Harangue  of  F^/co's, ^f-^^'i  to 
and  cry'd  out  with  one  Voice  they  were^^"^'^"* 
ready  to  follow  him  whitherfoever  he  would 
lead  them.  This  was  immediately  fent  to 
the  Governour  by  fome  of  his  Followers 
that  were  foifted  in  among  his  Friends,  on 
purpofe  to  betray  him.  The  Governoar 
knowing  Fafco\  great  Courage,  fear'd  leaft 
hemight  procure  fo  great  a  Reputation,  that 
he  might  fettle  himfelf,  and  build  a  Ci- 
ty in  a  rich  Country,  by  which  means  he 
might  be  able  to  put  him  out  of  the 
King's  Favour,  for  he  would  folely  have 
the  Glory  of  his  New  Difcoveries.  Having 
confider'd  all  this,  the  Governour  thought 
fit  to  inform  againft  rafco  by  the  King's 
Officers,  and  moreover  fent  four  of  his 
principal  Captains  to  let  him  know  he  muft 
immediately  ceafe  from  his  intended  Expe--^J'^  '" 
dition  and  come  forthwith  to  Darien^  unlefs  * 
he  had  a  mind  to  be  treated  as  a  Rebel 
and  Traytor.  Kafco  who  had  always  pre- 
fer'd  his  Honour  above  all  Things,  not  be- 
ing willing  to  incur  a  downright  Difobedi- 
cnce,  and  moreover  relying  upon  his  In- 
nocence, return'd  to  Danen  with  fome  few 
of  his  Friends,  whither  he  was  no  fooner 
come  but  he  was  caft  into   Prifon  and  had 
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a  large  Chain  put  about  his  Neck  by  th^ 
Governour's  Order.  The  fame  Civil  Treat- 
ment was  difpenc'd  to  four  of  his  Compa- 
nions. Fafco  complainino;  of  the  Injuftice 
and  Affront  had  been  ofFer'd  him,  was  told 
he  was  fo  us'd  becaufe  he  would  have  re- 
volted againft  the  King,  and  for  making  a  fedi- 
tious  Harangue.  He  anfwer'd,  the  occafion 
of  his  having  made  that  Speech  was  to  en- 
courage his  Companions  to  follow  him  in  a 
Difcovery  for  the  Benefit  of  his  Majelly  ^  but 
no  Excufes  would  go  down  with  the  Go- 
vernour,  for  he  mult  return  to   Prifon  and 

G7«i<:>n»'^have  his  Head  chop'd  off,  which  Sentence 
was  forthwith  pafs'd  upon  him.  The  Ex- 
ecutioner coming  next  Morning  to  the  Pri- 
fon for  that  purpofe,  Vafco  demanded  the 
Favour  to  fpeak  with  fix  of  the  Principal 
Citizens  before  he  died,  who  coming  accor- 
dingly, he  declar'd  to  them  he  had  never 
had  other  Intention  than  to  obey  and  do 
Service  to  his  Catholick  Majefty,  wherefore 
he  thought  he  had  juft  Reafon  to  complain 
that  fo  commendable  Inclinations  Ihould  have 
no  better  a  Reward.  He  added  he  com- 
plain'd  principally  of  two  Things,  firfl  that 
being  Innocent  he  fhould  fuffer  fo  Ignominious 
a  Death,  and  fécond ly  in  that  his  Death 
would  deprive  the  King  of  many  Advan- 
tages he  could  have  procur'd  him  by  new; 
Difcoveries.  Laftly  he  faid,  as  for  Death. 
every  Body  knew  he  fearM  it  not,  and  that 
he  had  frequently  expos'd  his  Life  to  as 
imminent  Hazards  for  his  Majefty's  Service. 

Beheaded.  However  plaufible  thefe  Reafons  of  raf- 
CD's  were,  the  Sentence  of  Death  was  fooa. 
after  executed  upon  him.  He  had  his  Chain 
taken  clF  his  Keck,  aad  fo  kneeling  fubmit- 

ted^ 
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ted  to  the  fatal  Stroke.    His  Body  was  ex- 
pos'd  in  the  Market-Place  of  Darien  to  in- 
timidate   the  People,     Both  the    Inhabitants 
and  Strangers  could  not  refufe  their  Tears 
to  the   Death  of  this  great  Man,  who  came 
to  fuch  a  Tragical  End  after  the  Important 
Services  he    had   done  the  State.     Ancient 
and  Modern  Hiftories  are   full  of  Examples 
of  the  like  Kind,  and  that  fuch  as  fignaliz'd 
themfelves  in  the  moft  fhining  Enterprizes, 
had   met  with   nothing  but   Ingratitude    for 
their  Reward.     The   Governour  Pedro  ^via  The  Cover. 
after  the  Death  oï  Fafco^    leaving  his  Wife"""^'^  £*- 
behind  at  Darien^  pafs'd    the  Mountains  and^'^'^""** 
penetrated    as    far  as   the   Southern  Coafts, 
where  having  feiz'd  upon  Vafco^s  Ships,   he 
after  undergoing  a  fevere  Tempefl:  for  three 
Days   and    three    Nights,   arriv'd  at  an  Jn^ 
Man   Village    on    the    Coafts  call'd  Panama, 
where  having   examined   the  Place    and  the„_;  , 
Commodioufnefs  of  it,  he   laid  the  Founda-p'^'na^a. 
tion  of  a  City  which  became  afterwards  one 
of  the  moft  confiderable  in  the  Indies. 


CHAP.    XXIII. 

A  JJjorf  Defer ipt ion  of  Hifpaniola,  with  an 
Account  af  its  frfi  Inhabitants^  River  s  y 
LakeSy   &:c. 


Fter    having  conduced  you    along  allf/{7mf- 
the  Terre  Firma  of  the  Indies  it  would 


-^  panifia 

be  but  reafonable  to  refume  what  has  been 

for- 
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formerly  faid  concerning  Hifpaniola  to  give 
you   a  more    compleat    Idea  of  that   Ifland. 
It  is   Situated   between   the  EquinoEiial  Line 
and  the  Tropick  of  Cancer.     It's  Length  from 
Eaft    to    Weft    is    about    $00    Miles,    and 
Breadth  from  North,  to  South,  about  300. 
The  City  of  San  Domingo^    its  Capital,  lies 
in  about  eighteen  Degrees   of  Northern  La- 
titude.    Two   different   Nations   pretending 
to  the  Dominion  of  it  came  to  Blows,  aad 
the  Weaker  was  fain  to  give  Way  to    the 
Stronger.     Thefe    laft    gave    the    Name   of 
.    Liphiffi  to  this  Illand,  wiiich  was  afterwards 
i/lwï.      '^^^"S'^  by  the  Spaniards    to   that   of  Hifpa- 
niola.    The  Days  and    Nights   here  arc   al- 
moft  of  equal  Length  the  whole  Year  round. 
When  the  ,Sun   is  iu  the    Tropick  of  Cancer 
there's, almoft  an  Hours  difference.    The  Air 
Climate,  jg  temperate  and    neither  Gold   nor  Heats 
are  exceiïlye.     The  Trees  are  always  Green 
^"^'    ever  laden  with  Fruits  orBloffoms-  The  Leaves 
never   fall  till  others    are  ready  to    fucceed 
Herbs,    t^'^ci^-  All  forts  of  ^erbs  that  have  been  fow'd 
there  thrive  admirably  well.     In  like  Man- 
Europe-  ner    the    European   Animals,   as    Oxen   and 
itijini-    Horfcs   m'lltiply    exceedingly.     It   has   been 
'"cor».    obferv'd  that   Corn  thrives  better  upon  the 
Hills    and    Mountains    where   there's   fome 
Cold  to    refrefh  it,  than  in  the"  Plains  and 
Vallics   where    the    Earth    is   too   rich    and 
the  Heat  too  fuffocating.     The  Ears  of  Corn 
on  the  Mountains    are    as  big  as  a    Man's 
Arm,  and  all  filfd  with  Grains  whereof  there 
are  fome   times  2000  in  one  Ear. 
Divifion.       f^'fpanlnla  is  water'd  by  four  large  Rivers' 
which  divide  it  into  five  Provinces.     In  one 
of  thefe  Provinces  there  is  a  very  deep  Ca- 
vern  into   which  you  may  hear  the  Rivera.' 
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fall  with  a  horrible  Din  five  Miles  ofF. 
Thofe  that  have  livM  but  a  little  while 
near  the  Mouth  of  this  Cavern  become  deaf. 
Thefe  Rivers  form  a  great  Lake  where  the 
Waters  turn  with  that  Rapidity  and  occa-r^^j/^'^J'/ 
fion  fuch  violent  Whirl-Pools,  that  v^ho-ukes» 
ever  falls  therein,  is  immediatly  fwallow'd 
up.  What  feems  yet  more  wonderful  is,  that 
there  is  a  Lake  full  of  Fifh  on  the  Top  of 
a  Mountain,  which  is  almoft  inaccefllble  on 
all  fides.  In  other  Places  you  may  meet 
with  Lakes  of  frefii  Water,  fait  Water  and 
bitter  Water,  as  in  the  Province  of  Ba'woA 
where  there  is  a  Lake  above  30  Miles  long 
and  15  broad,  whofe  Waters  are  as  bit- 
ter as  Gall.  Many  Rivers  run  into  this 
Lake  yet  you  can  never  obferve  that  any 
run  out  again,  which  makes  People  apt  to 
believe  there  are  profound  Caverns  that  re- 
ceive thofe  Waters,  for  the  Indians  and  their 
Canoes  that  are  loft  in  great  Numbers  in 
that  Lake  are  never  feen  afterwards.  Onc'^^'^'^'^^'jf^ 
took  one  Day  a  young  Filb  and  putting"-' **  ^'■^''" 
him  into  another  Lake  that  was  not  fo 
large  as  this  fed  him  conftantly  with  Maiz.- 
Bread  by  which  Means  he  became  fo  tame 
and  large  that  he  fufFer'd  that  Pcrfon  to 
get  upon  his  Back  and  carry'd  him  to  and. 
fro  along  the  fides  of  the  Lake.  At  length 
the  fame  Perfon  was  fo  bold  as  to  venture. 
crofs  the  Lake  with  him  and  the  Fifh  carried 
him  over  and  brought  him  again  to  the 
Place  where  he  took  him  up.  The  Figure  ^^^^-^^^^^^ 
of  this  Filh  is.difagreeable  to  the  Sight.  He  '  °  * 
refembles  a  Bealt  with  four  Feet,  but  in- 
ftead  of  them  he  has  four  large  Bones  very 
bird  which  come  out  of  his  Body  that  is 
all  coverM  with  hard  Scales-  His  Head  is 
ï^'  like 
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like  that   of  an    Ox  -,  it    is  heavy   and  not 
eafily  mov'd,  but  thofe  that  have  eat  of  it 
fay  'tis  exquifite  and  delicions  Food.     This 
[Fifh  remain'd  a  long  while  in  the  Lake  where 
'a  World  of  People  came  to  fee  it  and  gave 
it  Bread  :  But  at  length  a    fudden  Hurricane 
coming  there  follow'd  fuch  an  Inundation   of 
the  Lake  that  this  Fifli  was  fuppos'd  to  be 
carry'd  into  the  Sea  for  he  was  never  heard 
of  after. 
î{gcliSuh.      By  digging  very   deep   in  the  Mountains 
you   find  a  very  hard  Salt  fhining  like  Chri* 
flal.     You   may   alfo    find    great    Quantities 
of  Gold,  but  the   Inhabitants  will  not  give 
themfelves  the   Trouble    to   dig  for  it,   by 
reafon    having    all    other    Conveniencies     of 
MjwweriLifc  they   think  they   have  no  Occafion  for 
sf  the  In- that.     Bread   fuffices   to  allay  their  Hunger, 
dians.      and  they  quench  their  Thirft  in  the  Foun- 
tains.    They  fit  all  Day  in  the  fhade  prat- 
ling  under  Trees  and  fometiraes  dance  after 
their  Manner,  without  thinking  of  any  thing 
clTc,   or    giving    thcmfclvcs   any  manner  of 
Trouble.     Gold  has  been  fometimes  known 
ffgetjhie  to    flioot   forth   of  the  Earth  like  a   Plant, 
€eld.       which    would    fcem  incredible   if   the    fame 
had    not   been    once    obferv'd    in    the  King- 
dom   of    Hungary.      You    may    every   Day 
fee  Branches  of  Gold  that  climb  about  Trees, 
as  Vines  do  about  Elms,    and   this  Gold  is 
Jfr<zrpcr  commonly  very  fine.     In    the    Province    of 
^«untaifis.Caiz^ima  there  are  Fountains   whofe   Surface 
is   Frefli    and    good    to    drink,  the    Middle 
Brackifh,  and  the  Bottom   exceeding  Bitter. 
Some  think  the  Source  of  this  Fountain  is  Salt 
and    that    the    Water   a   top     is  what  falls 
from  the  Mountains  and  will  not  mix  with 
the  fak    Water    by    reafon    of  its  different 

Weight» 
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Weight.  If  you  lie  down  upon  the  Ground 
and  lay  your  Ear  clofe  to  the  Sides  of  thefe 
Fountains,  you  fhall  plainly  perceive  they  are 
hollow  under  the  Water.  You  hear  a  Horfe- 
man  five  Miles  before  he  comes  at  you,  and^ry/i/Meff»' 
a  Footman  one.  The  Inhabitants  of  fome 
of  thefe  Provinces  retire  into  Caverns  in  the 
Woods  and  on  the  Mountains  where  they 
live  upon  wild  Fruit  not  caring  to  have 
any  Converfe  with  the  other  People  of  the 
Ifland.  It  has  been  found  impracticable  to 
civilize  any  of  thefe  wild  Men  that  have 
been  taken  Prifoners.  'Tis  believ'd  they 
have  no  fettled  Language,  no  more  than 
Beafts.  They  have  neither  Laws  nor  Su- 
periors among  them,  for  all  are  equal,  and 
jif  they  had  not  an  human  Figure,  they 
might  be  taken  for  wild  Beafts.  They  go 
altogether  naked,  and  are  fwifcer  at  run- 
ning than  our  fwiftefl  Dogs,  fo  than  'tis  a 
hard  Matter  to  take  them.  The  Chriftians 
had  fome  Fields  and  Gardens,  not  far  from 
the  Habitations  of  thefe  wild  Men  ^  they 
went  thither  in  the  Month  of  September  to 
gather  their  Harvefl:.  Whilll  they  were 
difpers'd  in  the  Fields  about  their  Work^^'l^-"^ p 
one  of  thefe  Salvages  comes  out  of  a  Copfe,  j^J^/ 
where  he  had  hid  himfclf,    and    fnatches  up  % 

a  Child  that  was  fleeping  oa  the  Grafs 
and  ran  away  with  it  as  hard  as  he  could 
drive.  The  Father  of  the  Child  and  all 
that  were  with  him  fet  up  pitiful  Cries  and 
ran  after  the  Salvage  but  in  vain.  He  fee- 
ing them  come  after  him,  at  length  ftopt 
as  if  he  had  a  Mind  to  flay  for  them,  but 
as  foon  as  they  were  come  up  he  fet  up  his 
Legs  again  and  was  quickly  out  of  Sight. 
The  Father  verily  believ'd  the  Salvage  would 
K  2  haVe^ 
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have  devour'd  his  Child,  but  whether  it  was 
out  of  Companion  for  his  Grief  or  other- 
wife,  the  wild  Man  obferving  fome  Shep- 
herds keeping  their  Flocks,  went  and  laid 
down  the  Infant  unhurt  near  them,  who 
foon  rcturn'd  him  to  his  overjoy'd  Fa- 
ther. 
Iniun  In-  You  have  in  this  IQand  a  large  Tree  call'd 
noccncc-  Coppei  whofe  leaves  are  half  a  Foot  long. 
Whatever  is  writ  on  thefe  Leaves  with  a 
Bodkin  remains  as  legible  as  what  is  writ  on 
Paper  with  Ink.  A  Lord  fcnt  one*  Day,  by 
one  of  his  Slaves,  four  Rabbits  to  a  Friend 
of  his,  and  wrote  upon  thefe  Leaves  the 
Number  he  fent.  The  Slave  eat  two  by  the 
Way,  and  prefented  the  other  two  toge- 
ther with  the  Leaves,  without  thinking 
they  could  have  difcover'd  his  Theft,  but  he 
was  not  a  little  furpris'd  when  he  heard 
that  he  ought  to  have  brought  four.  Here- 
upon he  ingenuoufly  confefs'd  the  Fad, 
which  being  known  among  the  Indians^  oc- 
caficn'd  them  great  Perplexity  ,  becaufe 
now  they  thought  they  fhould  not  be  able 
to  difcourfe  any  more  under  thofe  Trees 
without  having  their  Secrets  reveal'd  by  th« 
Leaves,  k  is  a  common  thing  in  this  Ifland 
W^^g  '''^^to  have  Perfons  live  a  hundred  or  fixfcore 
Years,  which  is  attributed  to  certain  Herbs 
they  eat,  to  Truffles^  Onyons,  or  their  Bread 
made  of  Cajfave  which  is  very  eafie  to  digeft. 
The  Rivers  and  Ponds  are  full  of  Filh 
shortffi'j.  vvhich  they  eafily  take  without  Trouble.  Since 
the  Indians  have  been  forc'd  to  live  exposed 
to  the  Sun,  add  to  dig  Gold  in  the  Mines, 
they  have  not  liv'd  fo  long.  Several  of  them 
have  made  away  with  thcmfelves  after  they 
faw  they  were  rcduc'd   to  fo  great  Mifery, 

they 
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they  that  had  formerly  liv'd  fo  contentedly 
and   happy.    Many    likewife    have    refolv'd 
not  to  marry  becaufe  they  would  not   beget 
Slaves  for  the  Spaniards.     The  Women  with     .    .. 
Child  make  their  bringing  forth  eafie  by  the Z'^^^^'^J,-^ 
Vertue  of  certain  Herbs.  It  is  not  to  be  \\oii-eafy. 
der'd  at,  however,  that  this  Iflind,  which  was 
formerly  fo  productive    of  People,  fhould   at 
prefent  be  half  ruin'd  and  défait,  fince    the 
Avarice    and  Severity   of  the   Spaniards  has 
made  fuch  Havock  among  them. 

It    rains   but   rarely    in    thele    Parts  and 
they  are  oblig'd    to  bring  Water   by  Canals 
into  their  Grounds.     The  Indians  are  all  n3.-C!}.iraB:^r 
turally  mild,  limple,  peaceable  and  credulous,  ^^f  ^^^^ '"- 
They  have  fo   great  a  Veneration  for  their^^^?,"^  ^^ 
Caciques^  that    whenever   any    one   of  thcmy?^^^, 
dies,  divers  of   his    Women   devote   them- 
felves  to  Death,  to  wait  upon  him   in   the 
other  World.    Some   Fryars  of  the   Order 
of  St.  Francis  being  prefent   one  Day  at  one 
of  thefe  Ceremonies,   had    all  the   Difficulty 
in  the  World  to  dilTwade    feveral    Indians 
from  killing    themfelves  to   do   Honour  to 
their   deceas'd    Cacique  ♦,    but     they     could 
obtain  only  this  Favour,  that  one  only  fhould 
die.     This  Woman  was  pcrfedly  handfomc-, 
flie  fet  herfelf  off  with  all  her  fined;   Attire,  ^ 

and  took  with  her  a  Bottle  of  Water,  and 
Bread  as  if  Ihe  Ihould  have  Occadon  for  them 
in  the  other  World.  Her  Name  was 
Guanehetta  Benechena.  When  any  Cacique  has 
a  Child  born  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Neighbouring  Territories  come  to  filute 
the  Lady  in  the  Straw  and  the  Child,  to 
whom  every  one  gives  a  Name.  Some  call 
him,  in  cafe  he  be  a  Son,  the  burning  Flambeau^ 
Others  the  jliimng  Flambeau^  and  a  third 
N  3  fort 
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fort  the  Conqueror  of  Enemies^  and  a  mofl 
powerful  Lord  more  precious  than  Gold.  The 
Compliment  to  female  Children  is,  that 
they  are  more  odoriferous  than  Flowers,  and 
more  delicious  than  the  moft  charming 
Fruits  :  Moreover,  that  they  are  the  Eyes 
of  the  Sun  and  Stars.  When  any  Cacicjue 
is  mention'd,  all  his  Denominations  muft  be 
Jikewife  repeated,  or  they  run  a  Rifque  ot 
bting   puniQi'd  for  their    Kegligence. 

The  Indians  adore  the  Sun  and  Moon, 
T'^*^"*.  and  mingle  a  great  many  fuperftitious  Cer 
%îiBion.  rcmonies  with  their  Worlhip.  They  hold 
a  Firft,  Eternal,  Omnipotent  and  Invincible 
Principle,  to  whom  they  give  two  Names, 
Aiamona  and  Guamaonocon.  They  fay  this 
God  has  a  Mother  who  has  five  Names, 
viz^.  Attaheira^  A'famona^  Guacavarita^  Stella^ 
Cemi's.  ^^^^  Gutnaz.ona.  This  God  they  likewife  hold 
t  '  has  many  Meffengers  call'd  Cemi's^  and  that 
every  Cacique  has  one  alTign'd  him  thro'  a 
fpecial  Priviledgc.  They  believe  he  appears 
only  in  the  Night,  and  reveals  to  the  Ca- 
cique a  thoufand  Secrets  ^  that  he  is  of  the 
Colour  of  Cotton  dy'd  black,  and  throws  ; 
but  Fire  at  his  Mouth.  His  Feet,  they  fay,  ' 
are  like  thofe  of  black  Serpents,  on  two  of 
which  only  he  fits.  When  the  Indians  go 
out  to  fight  their  Enemies  they  always  have 
one  of  thefe  little  Figures  faften'd  to  their 
Foreheads,  believing  that  by  their  Aififtance 
they  (hall  furely  have  the  Vidory.  They 
demand  Rain  of  them  and  Fair  Weather, 
according  as  their  Occafions  require.  When 
thefe  Cemi'^s  appear  by  Chance  in  the  Woods 
brelfewhere,  tht  Indians  have  always  a  parti- 
cular Veneration  for  the  Places  where  they 
faw  them.'  "  '    ' 

' When 
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When  they  hare  a  Mind  to  be  Informed ^^'{^"'''f 
of  the  Succefs  of  any  important  Affair,  pfj^^^'^'"'^ 
the  Abundance  of  their  Harvefl,  of  the  É-*^"^' 
vent  of  any  War  they  have  engag'd  in,  of 
the  Recovery  or  Death  of  any  confiderable 
Perfbn,  the  Chief  of  the  Caciques  enters  a 
fort  of  Temple  dedicated  to  thefe  Cemi's^ 
where  a  certain  Drink  is  prefented  to  hini 
made  of  an  Herb  which  the  Indians  call 
Chohobba.  This  Drink  he  fnufFs  up  at  the 
Nofe,  which  he  has  no  fooner  done  than 
he  grows  mad  for  a  Time,  the  Houfe  turns 
round  with  him,  and  the  People  walk  on 
their  Heads,  in  a  manner  that  he  knows 
not  where  he  is  nor  what  he  does,  nor  in 
a  Word  what  he  fays.  As  foon  as  thefe 
Fumes  begin  a  little  to  abate,  he  fets  him 
down  upon  the  Ground  with  his  Hands  and 
Head  upon  his  Knees,  and  after  having  con- 
tinu'd  a  while  in  this  Pofture,  he  all  of  a 
fudden,  as  if  he  had  awak'd  from  a  pro- 
jFound  Sleep,  lifts  up  his  Eyes  towards  Hea- 
ven and  mutters  certain  Words  between 
his  Teeth  which  no  body  underftands.  The 
Principal  People  of  the  Country  Hand  round 
the  Cacique  whilft  this  Ceremony  is  perform- 
ing, and  afterwards  return  Thanks  to  the 
Cemi  for  reftoring  him  to  his  Senfes,  when 
they  begin  to  enquire  of  him  what  he  has 
leen.  He  anfwers  gravely  the  Cemi  has 
fpoke  to  him  and  promis'd  him  Viftory  o- 
ver  his  Enemies  if  the  Qucftion  be  about 
Fighting,  or  elfe  Succefs  or  Information  in 
fome  other  matter. 

The  Indians  believe  alfo  thefe  Cemt*s  have  Siri-.is^it 
Converfc   with    their    Wives,     and    if   the  Bdid, 
Children  that  are   born  happen  to  have  any 
particular  Mark  about  them,  then  they  are  in  a 
ISI  4  plan-. 
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manner  certain  that  the  Child  was  begot  by 
fome  Cemt.     Since  the  Chriflians   have  been 
mi'sPowJr'"  P^^^^^"^  of  HlfpanioU  2i\\  thefe  Ow/'jhave 
«4/tff.  "'^'^^'^'^PP^^^'^i   and  their  Delufionsceas'd.    The 
Indiavs  have   concluded     from    thence    their 
Country  (hould  devolve  to  another   Domini- 
on,  and  their  Caciques  be  fubjeded  to  a  more 
powerful  Lord.     Thefe  Caciques    have    their 
cW/ire;;o/ Children  inftruftcd  by   ancient  Men  of  the 
the  Ca-   Country,  who    pafs    among   tbem   for  Sa^es 
llVeLca-^^^  Learned  Perfons.     They  make  them  learn 
tid.  Verfes  by  Heart  which    are  to    explain    to 

them  the   Origin  of  Things,    and  to   recall 
into   their  Memories  the    Remembrance    of 
what  their  Anceflors  have  done   as  well    in 
War  as  Peace.     They    repeat    thefe    Verfes 
to  the   Sound    of  a  Drum   made    of  hollow 
Wood,   and  dance  about   at   the  fame  time. 
Their  Agility  is  wonderful.     They  go  always 
raked,   and  fpend  great  part  of  their  Time 
in  Dancing,  thinking  of  nothing  fo  much  as 
to  divert  themfelvcs.     They  have  alfo  Verfes 
upon  Love  and   in  Praife  of  their  Miflreffes, 
by  which  they  explain  their  Paiïions  for  them! 
They   have    likewife    fad  and  very   moving 
Songs  in  the  Elegiac  Strain,  which  they  ex- 
prefs   with  fuitable   Geftures    and    Tone  of 
Voice.     They   have    moreover    warlike   and 
grave  Songs  to  animate  their  People  agaiufl; 
the  Perils  of  War.     Thus  prepar'd  they  will 
throw  thcmfelves  into  the  midft  of  their  E- 
nemies  with  furprizing  Intrepidity,  and  with- 
^      out  fearing  either  Wounds  or  Death,  firmly 
believing  if  they  die   in    Defence  of   their 
Country  they  fhail  goto  inhabit   in  the  Sun. 
Thefe   Songs    have    been    handed   down  to 
them  by  their  Anceflors  for  a  long  Succef- 
!ioa  of  Time.    They  have  likewife   Prophe- 

tick 
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tick  Rhimes  by  which  they  pretend  the  com- 
ing of    the     Europeans    into   their    Country 
was  foretold   a   long  while  before    it   hap- 
pen'd.    They  accomodate  thefe  Songs  to  the 
Words,  and  fmg  them  in  a  lamentable  and 
moving    Strain.    The    Contents   of   one   of 
them   is    thus  :    The   Eternal  Cod  has    refolv'd 
that   Men  wearing   Habits  jhall  come  into    thif 
Jjland   arrr^d  with  long  Swords^    and    who    will 
be  able   to  cleave  a  Man  in  two  with  one  Stroke^ 
and  that  from   Head  to    Foot.     Thefe    Strangers 
will  drive  away  our  Ce  mi's,  and  abolijït  all  our 
Ceremonies^    and  our  Children  and  Pofierity  will 
be  oblig'd  to  fubmit  to  theToke  of  their  Domini- 
qn.    They  thought    at    firft  the  Predictions 
contain'd    in  thefe    Rhimes    related  to    the 
Canihals  their   Neighbours,  from   whom  for 
that   reafon  they  would  run  and  hide  them- 
felves  as  foon  as  ever  they  faw   them  land. 
However  it  is  a   confiant  Tradition  in  that 
Country,  that  two  of  their  moft  famous  Ca- 
ciques having  fafted   for  five  Days   together 
in  Honour   of    their  Cemi^s,  a  little    before 
the  Arrival   of  the  Spaniards  m  that  Illand, 
it     had    been    reveal'd   to  them    by  Night, 
that  in  a  litde  Time    a  ftrange  Nation  all 
Cloath'd    Ihould   come  and    make   them  all 
Slaves.     It    feems   the    Succefs    has  verify'd 
this  Prophecy,  for  the  {Spaniards  made  them- 
felves  Mafters  of   that    Ifland    much   about» 
that   Time.     All  the  Indians  have  been  bap-^^^^^In. 
tized,   and    fmce  the  Difplaying  of  the  Chri-dians^jp. 
ftian  Standard   in    the    Indies  all  the   Wor-»'^''^* 
Ihip  of  the  Cemi's  has  been  abolifh'd  and  for- 
got. 

•  They  fhow  you  at  the  Foot  of  a  Moun-^^^  ^.^, 
tain  in  the  Country  of  the  Cacique  Macchia-jig.^^  ^„^ 
Nes^  a  valt  and  obfcure  Cavern,  whofc  En- opinions. 
V  ■  trance 
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trance  is  adorn'd  with  divers  Paintings,  and 
among  the  reft  two  great  Figures  of  the 
Cemi's  different  from  each  other,  which  the 
Indians  formerly  went  frequently  to  vifît  with 
great  Devotion,  and  when  they  were  ask'd 
the  Reafon  of  it,  they  anfwer'd  the  Sun  and 
Moon  came  out  of  that  Cavern  to  light  the 
World.  They  relate  many  Childilh  Notions 
concerning  the  Peopling  of  the  Earth,  for 
Example  that  all  Men  were  (hut  up  in  a 
very  deep  Cavern,  not  being  able  to  get 
out  becaufe  the  Sun  hindred  them.,  being 
Dnwilling  they  fhould  fee  him.  For  this 
purpofe  he  clap'd  Sentinels  and  Guards  at 
the  Caverns  Mouth,  one  of  whom  having 
the  Curiofity  to  know  what  pafs'd  in  the 
Ifland  came  out,  but  the  Sun  having  quick- 
ly obferv'd  him,  chang'd  him  into  a  Rock 
for  his  Difobedience.  This  fatal  Stone  is 
ftill  remaining  at  the  Entrance  into  the  Cave. 
They  add  that  divers  more  of  thefe  Prifo- 
ners  being  tir'd  with  their  Captivity,  came 
out  in  the  Night  time  to  take  the  Air,  but 
being  not  ninible  enough  to  return  before 
the  Rifmg  of  the  Sun,  he  caught  them  and 
chang'd  them  into  Trees.  One  of  the  old*? 
eft  Inhabitants  of  this  Cave,  call'd  Vac^uoni- 
ana  got  by  flight  one  of  his  Children  out  whom 
the  Sun  foon  transform'd  into  a  Nightin- 
gale. This  they  fay  is  the  Reafon  that  that  fmall 
Bird  iîngs  all  the  Year  round  to  demand  Af- 
fiftanceof  his  Father,  for  thefe  /w^^/iw  Night- 
ingales are  not  like  ours  in  Europe^  which 
iing  only  at  certain  Seafons.  This  unforr 
tunate  Father  being  willing  to  go  and  comr 
fort  his  Child  whom  he  lov'd  tenderly,  got  out 
one  Night  and  carry'd  all  his  Women  and  other 
Children  with  him,but  the  Sun  having  furpris'd 

then! 
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thera  on  the  Banks  of  a  River,  chang'd 
theChildrcn  into  Frogs.  Now  as  thefe  Children 
underwent  great  Hunger,  they  cry'd  incef- 
fantly  Toa^  Toa^  which  fignifies  in  Indian^ 
Mama^  Mama  -,  now  faid  they,  this  Toa^  Toa^ 
has  remain'd  to  the  Frogs  ever  after. 

The  other  Inhabitants  of  this  Cave  getting  ^<"^'^« 
out  one  Night  to  walh  themfelves  in  fome^'^'  ^*" 
Ponds  of  Rain  Water,  they  perceiv'd  great  p^-jp/e^. 
Numbers  of  Women  that  like  Birds  flew 
about  from  Bough  to  Bough.  They  were 
greatly  furpriz'd  and  charm'd,  and  endea- 
voured all  they  could  to  take  feme  of  them, 
but  they  ftill  Aid  thro'  their  Fingers  like 
Eles.  Having  confulted  with  an  old  Stager 
what  they  (hould  do  in  this  Cafe,  he  advis'd 
thofe  that  had  moft  Knots  on  their  Fingers 
to  endeavour  to  catch  them,  but  they  could 
take  but  four  and  all  the  Reft  flew  away  : 
Now  faid  they  'twas  thefe  four  Women 
that  peopled  the  Earth,  their  Children  being 
permitted  to  come  out  of  the  Caves  and  no 
Body  was  metamorphos'd  ever  after- 

Now  fee  what  Account  they  gave  of  Origin  of 
the  Origin  of  the  Sea.  A  certain  very*^'^-^'^'^* 
rich  Perfon,  one  ^/^,  happening  to  lofe 
his  only  Son  he  bore  his  death  with  great 
regret.  Having  burnt  his  Body  he  put  the 
Afhes  into  a  great  Pitcher  and  buried  it 
at  the  Foot  of  a  Mountain  not  far  from 
his  Habitation.  One  Day  going  to  vifit 
this  Pitcher,  he  faw  feveral  large  Fifh  come 
out  of  it,  even  Whales,  and  fuch  like  Sea 
Monfters.  Being  much  frightcn'd  he  went 
and  told  this  Wonder  to  his  Neighbours, 
who  not  lefs  furpriz'd  had  the  Curiofity  to 
go  and  fee  fo  rare  an  Adventure.  In  a  Word 
jfhey  all   faw   the  Pitcher  full  of  Fifh,  and 

while 
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while  one  more  curious  than  the  reft  went 
to  take  it  up  he  chanc'd  to  let  it  fall  and 
it  broke,  when  on  a  fudden  there  rufh'd 
forth  the  Sea  and  all  the  Rivers  of  the 
World.  The  Plains  and  Valleys  were  imme- 
diatly  cover'd  with  Water,  and  the  Moun- 
tains only  efcap'd  the  Inundation  by  their 
Height. 
Notion!  Thefe  Indians  have  odd  Notions  concer- 
coi:fcr«;»^j^jj^g  j.|^g  dead.  They  believe  they  conceal 
t  e  £>ead.  t-j^en^fgives  only  a  Days,  and  a  Nights  take 
a  Walk  to  eat  of  a  certain  Fruit  call'd  C«^- 
hana.  They  fay  they  afterwards  Aide  into 
the  Houfes,  and  into  the  Beds  of  the  Indian 
Women  under  the  Forms  of  Men  ^  that 
they  appear  a  Nights  in  the  Streets,  and 
if  any  one  has  Courage  to  face  them  fly  in- 
continently, but  if  he  flies  and  fliews  Fear 
of  them,  they  do  all  the  Mifchief  they  can, 
in  a  Manner  that  fome  People  have  been 
lam'd  bythefe  fort  of  Apparitions. 
,  The  Schoolmafters  aflemble  the  People  at 

^^^^^  ^^■^* certain  Times  to  preach  thefe  Whimfies  to 
>iby/ain/.them.  Thefe  Aflemblies  are  always  kept  un- 
der Trees.  Thefe  Mafters  are  in  great  E- 
llcem,  for  they  feign  that  the  Cemi's  fpeak 
to  and  reveal  to  them  whatever  is  like  to 
happen  to  every  one.  Over  and  above  this,they 
are  likewife  Phyficians  and  have  fome  Know- 
ledge of  Herbs  and  other  Medicines.  They 
Heal  with  their  Juices  confiderable  Wounds. 
When  any  Cacicfue  is  fick  he  fends  for  one 
Hovf  xheyoi  thefe  School-Mafl:ers  who   is  oblig'd   to 

tienti.  '  ^^°^^'^-  That  turns  him  immediatly  to  Madnefs 
as  we  have  already  obferv'd.  He  then  rouls 
his  Eyes  about  after  a  frightful  Manner,  and 
being  a  little  come  to  himfclf,  takes  the  fick 

Perfoft 
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Perfon  and  places  him  in  the  Midft  of  the 
Chamber  into  which  no  Body  is  permitted  to 
come  except  two  or  three  of  his  Friends.  He 
next  takes  three  or  four  Turns  round  the  Ca- 
cicjue  fcrewing  his  Face  and  Mouth  into  a  thou- 
fand  frightful  Contorfions,  beating  with  his 
Feet  and  Hands  as  if  he  were  diftraded.' 
Then  he  blows  upon  the  Neck,  Forehead  and 
Temples  of  the  Patient.  Afterwards  fucks 
in  his  Breath,  and  rubs  the  Shoulders,  Thighs 
and  Legs  of  the  fick  Man.  Then  he  wrings 
his  Hands  and  runs  towards  tïie  Door  to 
drive  out,  if  he  can,  the  Malady  and  Venom 
tliat  has  taken  Poflefllon  of  the  dying  Perfon. 
He  makes  him  drink  moreover  the  Juices  of 
certain  Herbs,  which  purge  him,  and  he  for- 
bids him  to  eat  before  next  Morning.  If  he 
perceives  there's  any  Hopes  of  a  Cure,  he^ 
plays  all  the  fame  Tricks  over  again,  but  it 
he  defpairs  of  it,  he  fays  the  Cemi^s  are  angry 
with  the  fick  Perfon,  and  will  not  permit 
him  to  live  any  longer  bccaufe  he  has  fail'd 
in  his  Refpeft  to  them,  and  not  built  them  an 
Habitation  fine  enough.  If  it  be  a  Cacique 
that  dies,  his  Friends  inform  themfelves  whe- 
ther it  happen'd  thro'  the  Difpleafure  of  the 
Cemt's  or  the  Negligence  or  Ignorance  of  the 
Phyfician,  whether  he  has  faded  as  he  ought -^"^w'V 
to  have  done,  or  not  made  Ufe  of  good^^oJ?-''^ 
Remedies.  To  fucceed  in  this  Enquiry,  af-/^^^. 
ter  having  us'd  certain  Ceremonies  for  a 
whole  Night,  they  lay  themfelves  down  by 
the  dead  Perfon,  and,  they  fay,  he  reveals  to 
rhem  in  a  Dreim,  what  has  been  the  true 
Occafion  of  his  Death.  It  has  fometimes 
coft  the  Phyfician  his  Life,  when  the  Dream 
has  not  been  tavourable  to  him.  Thefe  are 
Pan    of     the    S'j  perditions      which     have 

been' 
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teen  impos'd  on  the  Inhabitants  of  H'>ffa- 
vioU  by  their  CemPs  and  Doctors.  The  European 
Preachers  have,  however,  now  undcceiv'd 
them  by  fhewing  the  Extravagances  of  thefe 
Fables  and  proving  evidently  that  they  have 
been  deceiv'd  by  the  Devil  who  is  the  Au- 
thor of  all  Evil. 
Boohs  from  All  has  been  here  faid  concerning  fUfparjioU, 
"^^'r^i     is  taken  out  of  Don  Pedro^  a  MUanez^e  Mar- 

^tionshive^y^-»  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  Court  of  the  King 
been  take»  o(  Spain  when  Chrifiopher  Columbus  made  the 
Difcovcry  of  the  New  World,  in  1492. 
Giovanni  Battifla  Ramufio  has  inferted  it  in 
his  Third  Volume  printed  in  Itdian  at  Venice 
in   \66%. 

Thofc  that  are  delîrous  to  have  a  more 
complcat  Account  of  the  Rarities  which  are 
TO  be  found  in  Hlfpanioln  may  read  what  Don 
Fernando  Cortex,  has  written  concerning  them, 
in  four  ample  Relations.  The  Original  of 
the  firll  is  not  to  be  got.  It  feems  to  be 
that  which  the  Council  Royal  of  the  Indies 
caus'd  to  be  g;?thcr'd  together  at  the  Re- 
queft  of  PiWjphilo  Narvaez,.  The  fccond  and 
third  hive  been  printed  in  Spaniflj  and  are 
become  very  fcarce.  The  fourth  was  printect  ' 
in  Folio  in  1525.  An  Anonymous  Author  ' 
has  tranfl.ited  them  all,  and  printed  them  ia 
///>/;   Dutch. 

Pedro  Savoranano  has  tranflated  the  fécond  i 
and  third  into  Latin^  which  were  printed  in  ." 
1532   as    Valerius  Taxandre  and  Abraham   Or- 
telius  inform   us.     All   three    are  to   be  met 
with  mLatin  together  with  other  Works  printed 
in  Folio  in  1532.     'Tis  probjble  they  are  thofe 
Taxandre  fpcaks  of,  tho'  he  mentions  but  two. 
Juan  Hervagio  hîs  added  thcfe  two  Relations  j 
in  the  New  World   of  '^uAn  de  Parvo.  Ramu/io    ' 

has 
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has  tranflatcd  them  into  Italian  as  well 
as  the  third  Relation  and  inferted  them  in 
his  third  Volume. 

Father  Teribio  de  Motolinia^  a.  Francifcan^ 
lias  colleâed  Hiftorical  Memoirs  which  are 
yet  but  Manufcripts.  Gabriel  Lafo  de  la  Vega, 
has  written  a  Poem  entitl'd  the  Generous  Cortex^ 
printed  in  Quarto  in  1588.  He  correâed  it 
afterwards  and  added  a  thirteenth  Canto  to 
the  twelve  that  were  before  printed.  This 
laft  Edition  appear'd  under  the  Title  of  La 
Mexiciina  in  OBavo  in  1594. 

There  is  a  Letter  of  Chrifiopher  Colum- 
bus written  from  Jamaica  the  7th  of  July 
1503,  where  he  made  his  lad  Voyage,  of 
which  a  Relation  was  fent  to  their  Catho- 
lick  Majefties  printed  in  Qnarto.  Altho'  Don 
Lorenz.0  Ramirez,  de  Prado  of  the  Council  of 
the  Indies^  pretends  to  keep  it  in  Ma?!ufcript  it 
is  neverthelefs  to  be  had  printed  in  the 
Bibliothèque  of  Don   Juan  de  Saldierna. 

There  is  alfo  another  Relation  of  the 
Voyages  oi  Chrifiopher  Columbm^  Vfhichj4mericus 
Vefpucius  tranflated  into  Italian  and  printed  in 
his  New  World  *,  and  Juan  de  Prado  did  the 
like  in  Latin. 

Don  Fernand  Columbw  Son  of  Chrifiopher^ 
has  written  the  Life  and  Hiftory  of  his 
Father  and  his  Voyages.  Alonfo  de  Vlloa  has 
tranflated  it  into  Italian^  and  caus'd  it  to  be 
printed  inO^^'z^oin  1571. 

Lorenz.0  Gambora  has  compos'd  a  Poem  in 
Latin  Verfe  on  the  Navigations  of  Chrifiopher 
Columbus.  This  Poem  was  printed  in  oàavo 
in  1581. 

Another  Poem  of  Juan  Baptist  a  Stella^  en- 
titled La  Colombeida^  printed  in  Latin  Verfe  in 
Quarto  ia  1589. 

LopeT^ 
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Lo^tz.  Felix  àe  Vega  has  compos'd  a  Co- 
medy on  the  Difcovering  of  the  New  World 
by  Columbus. 

The  iVeiP  Woria  of  Giovanni  Tomafo  Ejiil- 
Uno  is  a  Poem  in  Tufcan^  which  contains  34 
Canto's  printed  in  Twelves  in    1628. 

Father  Barthélémy  de  las  Cdfas^  a  Domini- 
can,  Bilhop  ^  Clnappa,  famous  for  his  Wri- 
tings among  Foreigners,  has  given  us  divers 
Trafts  upon  .'different  Subjeds  in  the  Form 
of  Memoirs  concerning  the  Affairs  of  tho 
Kew  World.  One  of  thefeTrads  bears  this 
Title  Sixteen  Remedies  againfl  the  Pefi  which 
deflroys  the  Indies,  as  does  another  this  Title, 
A  (horf  Account  of  the  DeflruEbion  of  the  In- 
dies. The  Liberty  this  Author  has  given 
himfclf  makes  him    belov'd  by  Strangers. 

Theodorm  de  Bry  has  trandated  this  laftTra!t 
into  Latin^  and  given  it  this  Title,  The  true 
Account  of  the  Countries  that  were  defiroy'd  in 
the  Indies  by  the  Spaniards.  He  fias  adorn'd 
his  Book  with  fcvcral  fine  Gutts  and  printed  it 
in  Quarto  in  1598.  ,    . 

cTova-fini  BattiJU  Ramufio  in  his  Preliminary 
Difcourfe  to  his  Third  Tume  which 
contains  the  Hiftory  of  the  Jndies^  fays 
fpcikin^  of  Siginor  Gonz,alès  d' Oviedo^  that 
lie  had  "compos'd  in  Three  Farts  a  General 
Hiftory  of  the  Jftdies^  but  that  he  has  only 
printed  the  Firft-  The  Second  con- 
tains the  Dilcovery  of  Mexico  and  Neva 
Spain,  and  the  Third  comprehends  the  Gon- 
qtieft  of  Pe^K'  Fernand  d' Ovieda  came  OH 
purpofc  (vom /Fifpaniola  w  Sevil  to  piintchefe 
Voyages,  adorn'd  with  above  400  Figures  of 
Animals,  Birds,  Fifh,  Trees,  Fiants,  and  Sim^ 
pies  unknown  to  the  Europeans.  The  Author 
Printed    only    the  Firft  Part,   of  which  wc 
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^ali  give  you  here  an  Ahridgmem.  Altho' 
this  Hiftory  treats  of  the  fame  Countries  and 
the  fame  Things  with  that  of  Don  Tedro 
the  Af^rfyr,  of  which  we  have  already  given  aa 
Extraâ:,  yet  as  Travellers  have  different  Gouts' 
and  Views,  their  Obfervations  may  be  fo 
likcwife. 


CHAP.     XXIV. 

An  Abridgment  of  the  Natural  Hifory 
of  the  Weft-Indies,  and  what  rvas  found, 
there  moft  remarkable  by  Fcrnand  d' 
Gviedo,  and  related  in  the  Conferences 
he  had  with  Charles  V. 

THÉ  Place  to  fet   fail  from  for  the   ///-     Route 
dies  is   commonly    Sevil    or    San    Lucar  and  Ma-n- 
where  the  River  Guadalquivir  ^osm'=,  into  the"'''' ^i/-^'** 
Ocean.     They  fail  itrcight    for   the  Can  arte  s '^^'^^^^^ 
and  touch  either  at    Gomera  or  Grand  Cana-^-^^^^ 
via  to  take  in  frefh   Water,  Wood,  Cheefe, 
frefli   Provillons   and   fuch  other    Things    as 
they  are  like   to  have  occafion  for    in  the 
Voyage.     This  fhort  Cut  is  made    common- 
ly in  eight  Days   for  it    is   not  above  250 
Leagues  Sail.     When  you  leave  the  Car.ams 
you  will  be  atleaftfive  and  twenty  Days  be- 
fore you  can  difcover  any  of  the  Iflands  that  lie 
betore  Hi[^aniola.  The  hrfl  you  come  at  are 
the   Iflands  of  Todos  Los  Santos^  Maria  Galan- 
,ta^  San    Domingo,  St.  Chrijhpher''s  and  Guada- 
lo'v^e.  It  happens  fome  times  that  Ships  go  with- 
out feeing  any   of  thefe  llland.     They  then 
fteer  ftreight  for  the  llland  of  St.  Jchn^  thofe 
O  of 
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of  HlffanioU^  Jamaica  or  Cuba  which  lie  fur- 
ther otF.     It  may  alfo  happen  that  they  may 
arrive    at    the   Terra    Fir  ma    without    feeing 
any  of  thefe  Illands,  which  is   occafion'd  by 
the  fmall  Experience   of  the  Pilots  for  whea 
they  know   their  Bufincfs  they  always  touch 
at  fome  of  thefe  Iflands  the  neareft  of  which 
is    900     Leagues   or    thereabouts,    from    the 
Canariet.     From  thefe    firft  Iflands  to  Hifpa- 
7iiola  they  reckon  150  Leagues,  fo  that   that 
Ifland  mull  be  Diftant  from  Sevi-l  about  1300 
Leagues.     The  PalTage  from  Hifpaniola  to  the 
Terra  Firma  is  for  the   moft  part  perform'd 
in   feven  or   eight    Days.     One   may  fay   in 
general  that  the   whole    Ifland  of  HifpanioU 
is  exceeding  fertil  and  that  if  it  were  poffefs'd 
by  one  Sovereign,  he  would  foon  be  richer, 
and  more  powerful  then  a  King  of  Sicily  or 
Cyprus. 
tour  foot-      Before  the    Europeans  came  thither   there 
td  Bufts  vvere  no  Animals  to  be  found  there  of  four 
frmSiain^^^^  except  two  forts  of  little  Rabbits,  one 
^^  '  of  which   the   Iflanders   call'd  in  their  Lan- 
guage Vtias^    and   the   other  Coris.     What- 
ever four  footed   Beafts  are  there  now  be- 
lides  thefe  have    been   brought   from  Spain. 
They  have  multiply'd  exceedingly  efpecially 
Bulls    and   Cows  ^   fome   of  the    Inhabitants 
have  at  Jeafl;  2000  to  their  fliare.     'Tis  true 
there  are  not  better  failures  in  all  the  Worlds 
clearer  or  fofter  Water,  nor  a  more  pure  or 
temperate  Air.     Animals  there  are  never  lean, 
ror  of  a   bid   Tafl:.     The   Fertility  of  the 
Country    and    the    great    Abundance    of  all 
Keceflaries   that    is  to   be    found    there  has 
•  r  V  •  rcndrcd  the   Inhabitants  very  rich  and  flou- 
OM  of"  San^''"'"?^    and    It    IS    no   Rhodomomade   to   lay 
Dorairsothdt  S^n  Domingo .^  is  to   the  full  as  rich  a» 

Bar- 
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Barcelom.    The  Streets  are  all  large,  lirait 
and  laid  out  by  Line,   and  the  Sea   walhes 
the  City- Walls.     The  Church  of  St.  Dommch. 
is  magnificently  built  of  a  fair  Stone  or  fat 
Earth,  and  fo  well  put  together  that  nothing 
could  be  better  fancy'd.     On  the  other  Side 
of  the  City  the  River  Oz^ama  walhes  the  In- 
habitants Houfes  and  forms  a  vail   Port  n'i  its Foru 
which    Ships    of  the   greatefl    Burden    may 
ride,  and  which   come    and    unlade  even  at 
the  Burghers  Doors.     'Tis    rare  to  .find  any 
other  Port  fo  commodious  for  lading  and  un- 
lading of  Merchandifes.  .      ^ 
The  Houfes  of  this   City  are   built  with  ^'J^^'^'l^f 7 
fb   great    Neatnefs,  that   hardly    any  Lords qi^. 
in  Caflile    lodges    better   than    the   commoa 
Citizens  do  here.     The  Natives  of  Hiffamola 
are    naturally    lelfer    in    fize    than    thofe  of 
Europe.     They   have  large    Foreheads,   black 
Hair   and   very    long,    no   Beards,    nor  any 
other    Hair    about    their  Bodies   any    more 
than   Women   have  ^   their   Colour    is  light 
Brown.     They    go   all    naked    except    their 
Privy  Parts  but  which  they  cover  fo  flightly 
that  one  may  eafily  fee  what    Sex  they  are 
of.     They  have  but  one  Wife,  and  they  marry 
neither  their  Daughters  nor  their  Sifters  but 
contrat  in  all  other  Degrees.     They  eat  two 
forts  of  Bread,  one  made  of  Maiz.^  a  Grain 
like  Millet^  and  the    other  of  Cajfave^  which 
is    3    fort  of    Root.      The    Places     where 
Wood  grows   are   more  proper    for  TWhgQ  pieces  pro- 
than    where    Grafs,  for    they    grub   up   the psr  for  Til- 
Roots  of  Wood  and  fo^v  A^aiz  there.  Thefe^^â'^* 
Roots  with  the  Wood  they    burn  upon  the 
Ground  and  the  Afhes,  render  it  fertil  by  fat- 
tening it.  An/«^/^«takesa5takeofaMans  height 
and  fitches  it  into  the  Ground  with  all    his 
O  z                         force 
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Mimier  pffoixc,  then  pulling  it  out  puts  five  or  ffj^ 
Sowifjg.  Q,.jjf,5  Qf  jCfaiz,  into  the  Hole  and  covers 
it.  A  Foot  from  thence  he  makes  another 
Hole,  and  fo  continues  to  do  till  all  the 
Time  of  Fi^ld  is  fown.  Their  Harveft  is  about  four 
Uarvift-  Months  after,  and  in  fome  Places  in  Three. 
When  the  Grain  begins  to  grow  ripe  they 
are  oblig'd  to  look  after  it  for  fear  of  the 
Parrots  that  fwarm  in  this  Country.  Chil- 
dren have  the  Charge  of  driving  them  away, 
for  which  purpofe  they  plant  themfelves  in 
little  Huts  made  of  Reeds  on  the  Tops  of 
Trees,  and  bawl  out  inceflantly  which  frigh- 
tens the  Birds. 
Maiz  de-  The  Stalk  of  this  Maiz.  is  commonly  the 
firib'd.  Height  of  a  Man,  the  Ear  of  the  Length  of  ones 
little  Finger,  and  the  Leaf  much  like  thofc 
of  our  Reeds  in  Europe^  but  larger  and  more 
flexible.  Every  Stalk  has  a  Bunch,  in  which  are 
3  or  400  Grains.  Every  Bunch  is  enclosed 
with  two  or  three  Coats  one  upon  another, 
which  cover  the  Grain  and  fccure  it  from 
the  \A4nd  and  Sun.  The  Natives  roall  this 
jyi^„„,;.^r/V/rf/;L  and  eat  it  without  more  ado.  When 
vfing  it.  it  is  young  and  tender  they  do  not  roaft 
it,  but  eat  it  as  it  is.  The  Europeans  give 
this  Grain  to  their  Horfes  and  Beafts  of 
Burden.  They  that  have  a  mind  to  make 
Bread  of  it  pound  it  with  all  their  Force 
in  a  Stone-Mortar,  and  throwing  in  Water 
by  little  and  little  make  a  Pafte,  which  they 
wrap  up  in  the  Leaf  of  an  Herb  prepared  for 
that  purpofe,  then  laying  it  on  the  Coals 
it  bakes  and  grows  hard,  and  at  length 
becomes  very  white  Bread.  This  Bread  mufb 
be  eat  very  hot,  for  as  foon  as  it  cools  it 
lofes  its  Talt,  and  turns  dry  and  harfh,  fo 
that  one  is  at  no  fmall  Trouble  to  chew  n 
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This  Bread  will  not  keep  but  becomes 
mouldy  in  three  or  four  Days,  and  is  fit 
for  nothing  but  to  be  thrown  away. 

The  Cajfave   is  the  Root  of  a  Plant  which  ^^''Z^''^'^: 
the    Indians   call    Juca.     It   fhoots  out  of  thef"^4.    ^' 
Earth  to   the  Height    of  a    Man.     Its  Leaf 
is   about  as  large  as  ones  Hand,  and  fome- 
what  refembles  that  of  Hemp     The  màx^n^x  Horof^m- 
of  Planting  it  is  by  putting  thefe  Stalks  intoi^-^- 
little  Hills  rais'd  at  an  equal  Diftance  from 
each  other,   and  plac'd  in  a  Line  as  we  plant 
our  Vines  in  Europe.     The  Root  only  is  va-^'""'  «''•^' 
luable,  and  refembles  large  Carrots  red  with- 
out and  white  within.     They  fcrape  them  ro 
make  Bread,    and    afterwards    pound    rhofe 
Scrapings  and  put  them  into  a    Sort  of  Bag     * 
made  of  Palm-Leaves,  which  they  twift  found - 
ly  to  get  out  the   Juice,   as   we  do  pounded 
Almonds  to  get  the  Milk.     This  Juice  of  the 
Cajfave  is  mortal,   no  Poifon  is   more  dange-M<?r^j/ 
rous  or  violent.     A  Glafs  of  it  will  be  fure  to^^jfi'^-  ' 
kill   a  Man  upon  the  Spot.     What  remains 
of  the  Cajfave  after  it  has  been  well  fqueez'd 
they  make   Bread  of.     They  put  it   into  an 
Earthen  Platter  of  fuch  Bignefs  as  they  have 
a  mind    to   give    the  Loaf,    and  the    Pafte 
foon  grows    hard    being    fet   near  the  Fire, 
after   which  they  expofe  it  likewife    to   the 
Sun.     What  is  remarkable  is  that  this  Juice 
of  Cajfave.^    which  is    naturally   a  dangerous 
Poifm,    being   boiPd  fometimes,   and    after- 
wards fet  in  the  Air  for  certain  Days,  turns 
fo  mild   that  it  changes  into   a  pleafant  iort       ,^ ,, 
of  Honey,-  wh^ch  the  Indians  make  ufe  of  in/-J|^^"* 
their  Ragouts.     But  what  is  yet   more  difli- 
cult  to    believe    unlefs  one    has  feen  ic,    is 
that  this  very  fame   Honey  being  boil'd  a- 
gaia   aiftd  expos'd    anew    to    the  Air,  turns 
O  3j        '  effce.ii: 
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efl^dually  to  Vinegar,  which  may  be  made 
ufe  of  without  any  manner  of  Danger.  The 
Bread  made  of  Cajfave  will  keep  a  Year  and 
more,  and  may  be  tranfported  any  where 
without  fear  of  its  Corrupting.  It  is  for 
this  Reifon  reckon'd  a  good  Provifion  for 
Ships  ^  but  then  it  mult  be  preferv'd  from 
all  manner  of  Moifture.  It  fometimes  hap- 
pens that  Caciques^  and  other  confiderable 
Men  among  the  Jndians^  being  weary  of 
living,  murther  themfelves  in  a  Company  by 
drinking  the  Juice  of  this  Plant.  Before 
they  proceed  to  drink  they  lay  before  their 
Friends  and  Relations  the  Reafons  that  in- 
duc'd  them  to  fo  barbarous  a  Refolucion,, 
and  they  commend  them  for  it,  and  to  tefti- 
fy  their  Friendlhip  for  them  take  each  a 
Glafs  of  the  fame  Juice  and  die  with  them, 
without  its  being  in  the  Power  of  any  Re- 
medy to  afford  them  an  Antidote. 
Serpont  One  of  the  finefl:  Ragouts  among  the  fn- 
Tvhichthe  diMis  is  made  of  certain  Serpents  of  an  Am- 
^"Î'^"r  phibious  Nature,  for  they-  are  to  be  found 
counts  0/:^*'^  the  Water,  on  the  Ground,  or  upon 
Trees.  Their  Figure  has  fomething  fright- 
ful in  ir,  altho'  they  are  not  larger  than 
Rabbets.  They  have  Lizard's  Tails.  There 
are  of  them  white,  red,  and  of  other  Co- 
lours. Tliey  have  Prickles  upon  their  Backs 
flicking  up  like  thofe  of  certain  Fifh.  Their 
Teeth  are  fnarp  and  pointed  like  Dogs. 
Their  Snouts  arc  long  with  Whsikers.  They, 
are  Dumb,  for  they  are  never  heard  to 
cry,  nor  fb  much  as  hifs,  which  is  the  Pro- 
perty of  other  Serpents.  They  fuffer  them- 
felves to  be  taken  and  bound  without  do- 
ing any  Mifchief.  They  can  fubfift  fifteen 
or  twenty  Days  without  eating  or  drinking. 
^  Their 
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Their    Forefeet    are    long  as     ones    Finger 
with     Birds     Claws  ,     which     being     foft 
are  little  capable  of  Grafping.    Few  People 
ivould     have    the    Courage    to  eat    o^  thefe 
Animals  if  they  did  but   fee  them  firll,  tho' 
to    fpeak    Truth   they    have    an    excellent 
Relifh.     It  has  been  obferv'd  that  the  Flefh 
of  thefe  Creatures  was  very  bad  for  fuch  Q^Badforths 
have    labour'd  under   the    Venerial  Difeafe, /t-wc^/^/ 
and    altho'   they  have  been    cur'd    for  {omc -^'Ji^^^^f 
time  it  renews  their  Diflemper. 

In  the  Illands  of  Cvba^  St.  Johr?^  Jamaica 
and  Hif^aniola  there  were  no  Four-footed 
Beafls  before  the  Spaniards  brought  them 
thither,  but  now  they  abound  in  great  Num- 
bers. There  are  in  the  liland  of  Cuba  aFsrtridgeç 
fort  of  Partridges  very  fmall  but  which  in- 
finitely furpafs  in  Favour  ours  of  Europe, 
They  are  eafie  to  be  taken  and  may  be  made 
Tame  in  four  Days.  What  is  greatly  to 
be  wondred  at,  there  are  in  this  Ifland  a 
fort  of  natural  Bullets  of  a  very  hard  fmooth  ^^^^^^^^j 
Stone,  and  of  divers  fizes  which  are  found  BuEas, 
}n  a  large  Plain  between  two  Mountains. 
Thefe  Stones  eafily  fit  all  Bores  of  Muskets 
and  Cannons.  They  feem  either  a  Mineral 
or  a  Flint.  By  digging  a  little  you  find  as 
many  as  you  pleafe  of  them.  There  is  ano- 
ther thing  very  remarkable  in  this  Ifland, 
and  that  is  a  fort  of  Bitumen^  or  fuch  like  '^""^^"? 
Liquor  which  rouls  down  from  a  Mountain 
and  is  very  proper  to  Tar  Ships  withal]. 
This  Tar,  Pitch,  or  what  you  pleafe,  fwims 
upon  the  Sea  on  that  fide  where  the  Wind 
drives  it  or  the  Current  carries  it,  and  may 
be  taken  up  in  great  Quantities.  Quimus 
Curtius  tells  you  Alexa-r.der  the  Great  found  ia 
his  Expedition  to  the  Eafi-Indies  a  large  Ca- 
O  4  vera 
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vern  fill'd  with  Bitumen^  and  it  may  be  'twas 
with    this   Pitch    that  the  Walls  of  Babylon 
were  cimented. 
The/^i^/<««j  hunt  wildGeefe  with  agreatdeal 
Miwwero/"^^  Addrefs.     Thefe  Geefe  comino;  upon  the 
takivft^xoiidlJikts  of  the   Ifland  in  vafl  Flights  the  Nâ- 
Çeefi.      tives   put  a  great  Number    of  Pitchers  into 
•     ■         the  Water  which  fwim  on   all  Sides  as  the 
Wind  drives  them.     This  odd  Sight  at  firlt 
frightens  the  Cieefe,  who  immcdiatly  riy  a- 
way,  but  at  length,  being  usM  to  it,   return 
to  the  L-akc.  When  they  begin  to  be  pretty 
Tame  the  Indians  put  their  Heads  up  to  the 
bhoulders    into   lome    of  thefe   Pitchers  and 
fwim  towards  that  llde  where  the  wildFowl  are, 
when  coming  upon  them  unawares  they  pull 
them  by  the  Legs  into  the  Water  and  drown'd 
them.     This   done  they   ftick   them  in  their 
Girdles,  and  continue  fo  to  do  till  they  have 
a  fuflicicnt  Load,  when  they   return  to  Land 
again   with  what  they  have  got.     The  Birds 
accuflom'd    to  fee  thefe  Pitchers  are  not  a- 
fraid  of  them  and  confequently  remain  quiet 
upon  the  Water  without  perceiving  the  Snare. 
You    muft   remember  the  Indians  fwim  with 
the  fame  facility  and  fwifcnefs  that  Fifh  do. 
>1  pir»/VH-The  Europeans  arriving  in  thefe  Iflands  were 
^irz>;}ltmaffli(fted  with   an  extraordinary   Malady.    A 
l^''*  fort  of  Animal  much  Icfs  than  a  Flej,  bred 

in  the  Soles  of  the  Feet  between  the  Skin 
and  Flelh.  This  rais'd  a  Blifter  which  was 
foon  fiird  with  Kitts  and  which  being  neg- 
lected to  hz  cleans'd  the  Blifter  encreas'd  in 
fuch  Manner  that  it  became  incurable  and 
many  have  loH  the  Ufc  of  their  Feet 
by  it. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XXV. 

Of  the  mofi  remarkable  Things  to  be  found, 
on  the  Terra  Firraa  of  the  New  World. 

THE    Indians  of  the  Terra  Firma  are  taller  Indians 0/ 
and   better    made  than    thofe   of  the^'-'^    Ter- 
Iflands,  and  there  are  fome  among   them  of"^^   ^^^' 
very  good  Miens.     On  the  Coaft  of  Panama 
and  other  Coafts  the  Sea  decreafes    fo    pro- 
digioufly,  that  you  lofe  Sight  of  it  without 
being   able    to    difcover    whither  it  retires. 
It  fwells    in   Proportion   when    the    Waters 
return   to    their    Shores.     What    is    incon-^^,^^^^^. 
teivable  is   that    in   fo  Ihort  a  Space  as  20  ^/^^r^ 
fmall   Leagues,    which    there    are    only    ht-Fluxavi 
tween    the    North    and    South   Seas,    there -'l^/"^* 
ihould    be    fo     great    a   Difference    between 
the  Flux   and    Reflux,   that    one    would    be 
tempted  to  imagine  they  were  not  the  fame 
Sea. 

The    Difference    between    the  Lands  and  continual 
Poffeiïions  caufe  continual   Wars  among  the^^'î''*  ^«^ 
Indians.     They  that  have   leafb  are  continu- '^^A^'^/^" 
ally    endeavouring    to  difpoilefs    thofe  that''-^"* 
i  have   more.     They  make  Slaves  of  all  they 
become  Mafters  of,  and  fet  Seals  upon  their 
Chains,  as  moft  Perfons  of  Qiiality  in  Europe 
do  their  Coats  of  Arms  on  û\ç,'w  Blacks  Col- 
lars.    Some  Lords  pull  out   one  of  the  fore 
Teeth  of  their  Slaves  to  diftinguifli  them  by 
that  Mark.     The  Canibals  that  inhabit  a\ongCuflowsof 
the    Coaft  of    Carthaoeria    make    no    Slaves  :,f^"='  Cani- 
they  eat  all  they  take    both  Men  and  Wo-^^'^* 
jnen.    They  give  Quarter  neither  to  Stian- 
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gers  nor  their  Enemies.     They  prefcrve  Tome 
Womea  indeed  for  their  domelticlc   Services 
and  Children  to  make  Soldiers  of,  but  the 
greateft  Part    they  devour.     They  geld   the 
Children  of  Foreigners  to  make  them  grow 
fat  and  render  them    more  delicious   Food, 
as  we  do    Capons  in  Europe.     That  they  may 
make  them  more  frightful  in  War  they  are 
accuftom'd    to   paint    their  Faces  black  and 
red. 
Tequinas     -j-j^ey.  j^^^g  among  them  certain  Religious 
People  whom  they  call  Tecjuwas^  and  to  whom 
they   pay  the   greateft    Rcfpcd.     Thefe  Te- 
quinas  confult  the  Devil  about  all  Affairs  oi 
State,  as  whether  they  fhall   go  to  War  or 
not,  and  at  what  Time,  to  which,  the  Devil 
being  an  old    Aftrologcr,  often    gives    fuch 
Anfwers  as  prove  proper,   which  the  Tecjuinas 
immediatiy  mike   a  Report  of  to    the   Peo- 
ple.    The    Indians     deceiv'd    by    thcfe    Pré- 
dirions, fee    the   Effecl  of  all  thefe    Things 
that    had    been    foretold    them    for   a    long 
while  before    they    happen,  which    enclines 
Humjv     them  eafily  to  believe  the    reft.     There  are 
//^Apm- certain  Provinces  where  human  Flefh    is  of- 
fic'^*        fer'd   in   Sacrifice  to  thefe  Demons,  but  io 
fome  they  content  themfelves  to  burn  Incenfc 
and   fwcet  Odours  to  them. 
i{e]igion        If    it    happens     the     Succefs    does     not 
o/rkln-  anfwer  the  Predictions  of  the  Tecjuina^  he  ino- 
dians.      pudently  tells    the  People  God  has  chaag'd 
his  Mind,  and  is   not  afham'd   to  impofeon 
poor  Ignorants  in  the  grolFeft  Manner.  They 
pay  their    principal   Devoti'ms    to    the   Suq 
and  Moon,  but  they  likewife  look  upon  their 
Caciques    as   vifible   Gods.     They   pay    them 
all  imaginable  Rcfpecl  and  do    them  all  the 
Service  within  their  Power.     When  any  C>- 

ci^ue 
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:ique  comes  to  die,  his  chief  Servants  both 
Men  and  Women  kill  themfelves  to  accom- 
pany and  ferve  him  in  the  other  World. 
It  is  a  common  Error  among  thefe  Wretches, 
:hat  thofe  who  make  away  with  themfelves 
"or  the  fake  of  their  Cacique  go  with  them 
liredly  to  Heaven,  to  do  them  the  fam.e 
Services  they  did  when  here  upon  Earth, 
vhereas  if  they  fhould  die  natural  Deaths, 
;hey  think  they  fhould  not  be  fo  certain 
Df  fuch  Happinefs.  They  believe  alfo  that 
he  Souls  of  thofe  that  have  not  the  Cou- 
age  to  kill  themfelves,  die  with  their  Bodies 
ike  thofe  of  other  Indians  that  have  not  the 
^ionour  to  belong  to  the  Caciques.  Before  they 
nake  away  with  themfelves,  they  have  the 
'rccaution  to  bury  in  the  Ground  a  certain 
Quantity  of  Maiz.  and  other  Provifions  to 
ubfift  them  in  the  other  World,  or  to  fow 
bme  Grain  if  by  chance  they  happen  to 
,vaiTt  Alaiz.  in  that  Country. 

Upon  the   Sea  Coafts  t\\Q  Indians  compofe^^^  ^^,^ 
1   Poyfon  of  certain  odoriferous  Apples,  Anis^^poyfon 
scorpions   and    other  venemous  Infcds  poun-r/j'''>  Ar- 
led  together,  of  all  which  they  make  a  kind"'"'"' 
-){  black   Pitch    with   which    they  rub   their 
arrows  when   they  go  out  to  fight.     Thofe 
;hat  are  wounded  with  thefe  Arrows  imme- 
.liately    die  mad.     They    throw    themfelves 
■)n     the    Ground ,    bite    their     Flefh,    and 
:ear   it   to  Pieces,    without    its    being    pof- 
[ible  to  cure   them.     There  are  Diftinaions^'-^''''''''/ 

J    -^  r  TT  1  r     ;•         Honour^.- 

îiid  Degrees  or  Honour  among  the  Indians  ^^.^^i,^^ 
LIS  with  us  in  Europe.  Thofe  they  call  Ca- 
bras are  a  Sort  of  Knights  or  Gentlemen. 
They  merit  that  Title  by  having  perform'd 
fome  eminent  Adion  in  War,  or  by  receiv- 
ing fome  honourable  Wound.    Th-^k  Cabras 

have 
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have  Command   over  the   refl  -,    they  have 
Lands   and   Women    given   them    as   a  Re- 
ward \  they  are  diftinguifh'd  by  the  People  ^ 
their  Children  (ucceed  to  their  Honour  and 
like  them   are  oblig'd  to  go    to  the  Wars: 
Their    Wives    over   and  above    their  com- 
mon Names,  are  (lil'd  Efpaues^  which    is  as 
much  as  tow  fay  Lndies.     This  is  likewife  the 
Title  which  the  Caciques  Ladies   have. 
Tbeyde-        Fi|h  is  the  common  Food  of  the  India-fis^ 
'/^^'.'""^^^vhich  makes  them  live  upon  the  Sea  Coafts 
^  'j  '     or  the  Banks  of  Rivers  where  they  can  fifh 
commodioufly.     They   prefer    Fifh   to    Flefh 
and    Venifon.     They  neverthelefs    kill   wild 
J^/7iS9,zr,  Bo3^s  and   Stags  whofe  Flefh  they  eat.  They 
or  Stags.    j.^j,ç  j.j^çj^     jj^    -j^gj.^  ^j.     j^jii   j.|^g|^  ^jj.j^    ^j.^ 

rows  or   Clubs.      They  take  off  their  Hair 
ajid  Skins  with  fiiarp  Stones.  They  cut  them 
into  Q]iarters  and  roafl  them  the  fame  Day, 
for  they  would   Itink  if  they  kept   them  any 
longer  by  reafon  of  the  Heat  of  the  Climate. 
Torrid     yj^ç  Ancients  imagin'd  the  Torrid  Zone  w  " 
btubk^'  ""î'i^^^itable,  and  that  Men  could  not  undi 
''    go  the    extrcam    Heats  that  reign    near  the 
EcfuinoBial  Line -^  but  altho'  the  Earth  be  e.\'- 
tream  hot  when  one  digs  a  little,  yet  on  the 
fupcrficies  it  is  frefli  and  moifl:  by  Reafon  of 
the  Rains  that  fall  here  continually,  without 
mentioning  the   Torrents,  Rivers,  Fountains 
and  Marfhes  wherewith  this  Country  abounds. 
The  Dews    of  the    Kight    contribute    like- 
wife    towards  tempering  the  Heats  of  the 
Day. 
„r-.  The  Caciques  and  Chief  among  the  Indians 

take  as  many  Wives  as  they  pleafc,  but 
always  of  their  own  Nation,  thofe  of  other 
Countries,  and  that  fpeak  another  Language 
being  ftridly  forbid  them.    The  Eldcft  Male 

is 


^Voyages  n^d  Travel  s^  ig'j 

is  prefumptive  Heir  to  his  Father's  Dominions  :  ^^{'■s  aM 
By  default  of  Majes  the  Daughters  fucceed,^^^''^^- 
and  become  likewife  Caciques  after  their  Fa- 
ther's   Death.     They   commonly  Marry    the 
moft    confiderable  of  their   VafTals.     If  the 
Eldelt    of  the   Children  has  Daughters  only 
and  no  Sons,  they   fhall  not  fucceed  but  the 
Male  Children  of  the  fécond  Daughter.  Perfons 
of  a  meaner  Condition  take  only  one  Wife^ZJ/vow, 
but    they  fometimes    put  her   away  to    take 
another  that  they  fancy  more.    This  however 
feldom   happens.     The    mutual   Confent   of 
both  Parties,    or  of  but   one,  fuffices   for  a 
Divorce  which  is  generally  made  ufe  of  whenpTojw?»  «/ 
there  are  no  Children.     \Vomen  of  elevated  :^«//>/. 
Conditions  make  nothing  of  defpenfing  their 
favours  liberally,  giving  for  reafon  that  fuch 
as    they    ought   never    to   refufe  any  thing 
that  is   ask'd  of  them  -,  but  then   they   do 
not  proftitute  themfelves  to  poor  Wretches, 
or  fuch  as  are  below  them.     They    look  up- 
ion  all    the  Europeans   as  illuflrious  Perfonaoes 
ialtho'   they  are    not    ignorant  of  the  diffe- 
jrent   Degrees    among   us.     They  have   ever 
I  a  great  Regard  and  Refped  for  fuch  as  have 
any  Poll:  or  Command,    and  they  always  c- 
Ifteem    themfelves     greatly   for     being     be- 
ilov'd    by  them.    After  they  have  once  had 
any  Commerce  of  this  Kind  with  any  Chxi- Faithful 
ftian,  they  obferve  the   greatefl  Fidelity  to-«otktu- 
wards   him,  providing   he    does    not    abfent '^°P^'^"^* 
himfelf   long   from   them,   nor    go   a    great 
:iway  off. 

1.^   The  Cacique  that  fucceeds  in  the  Govern-/-/o?;o«>-4- 
ment   always    buries  honourably   in   his  oyNu.'>^kBurUh 
Houfe  all  thofe   that  had    the  Generofity  to 
accompany  his   Father  to  the  other  World. 
It  is  a  Cultom   to  bury   with    thtm  great; 

Quan- 
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Quantities  of  Gold  and  Pearls,  together  witi 
fuch  Inftruments  as  they  made  ufc  of  vvhil* 
alive,  tha:  they  may  likewifc  have  tliem  to  uf» 
them  in  the  other  World.     When   any  on< 
goes    about  to    prove  to  them    the  Ridicu 
ioufnefs    of  their    Superftitions,    and    thai 
whatever  they  bury  in  the  Ground  does    bui 
mould  and  rot  there,  they   anfvver    ftupidlj 
that  the  Dead  have  occafion  for  thofe  things 
and    therefore    they    thought    fit   to  furnift 
them    with    them.     All    the   Arguments    ir 
the  World  to  diffwade  them  from  their  Er- 
rors fignify  nothing,  they  ftill  perfifl:  in  thcii 
trightfui  own   Way.     All   the    Figures    they   have  o: 
Figures  o/the   Devil    are   frightful,    with    Horns  and 
'*'"' '^'^"*"'' Dragons  Tails.     They  likewifc    believe  thai 
the  Devil    is  the    Caufe  of    the  Hurricancj 
that  wafte   the  Indies  in  a  ftrange  Manner, 
for  they  overthrow  entire  Towns,  pull  down 
Top'if!) Fic-^^^  Trees  from  the  Mountains,  and   hurry 
ihfj,        them    away    with  fuch    Violence,    that    no 
Force  is  able    to  refill  it.     It  has  been  ob- 
ferv'd  that  in  the   Places  where  the  Holy  Sa- 
crament  lies  the  Hurricanes  have  never  come, 
which  may  convert  all  thofc  that  are  doubt- 
ful oi  the  Corporal  Vrefer.ce. 
Cercmo-      T'^^    Ceremonies    the     Indians  obfervc    at 
»/Vj<;t(7i^.the  Obfequics  of  their  Caciquet  are  extraor- 
Icjuiis.     dinary  enough.     They  lay  the  Body  upon  a' 
large   Board    or   Stone,    about  which    they 
light    Fires  to     heat    the  Carcafs,    till  fuch 
Time    as    the    Gieice   and    Humours   diftif 
thro'  the  Pores    and  under  the    Nails,  and 
the  Fle.Qi   is  fo  dried  that  it   cleaves  to  t\\t 
Bones.     When  it    is    brought  to   this  Fafs, 
they  place  the  Body  in  a  feparate  Appartment, 
where  the   Bodies  of  their  Anceftors  all  are, 
and  which  have   been   dried  after  the  fame 

Manned 
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Manner.  Thus  may  be  feen  at  one  View 
the  whole  Generation  of  Cacjcjues  that  have 
govern'd  a  State.  If  any  Cacique  happens  to 
die  in  a  Battel,  either  by  Land  or  Sea,  and 
it  is  impoffible  to  come  at  his  Body  to  de- 
ipolît  it  ambng  his  Anceftors,  then  is  a  void 
Space  left  to  preferve  the  Memory  of  fuch 
Cacique^  and  his  Children  take  Care  to  have 
fuch  Verfes  made  as  may  defcribe  the  Caufe 
and  Manner  of  his  Death,  which  are  very 
folemnly  fung  upon  fuch  Occallon.  Both 
Men  and  Women  alfcmble  together  to  re- 
cite thefe  Verfes,  preceded  by  one  who  ve- 
ry gravely  leads  up  the  Proceffion.  He  re- 
peats with  a  low  Voice  what  the  others 
roar  out,  accomodating  as  well  as  may  be 
their  Steps  to  the  Song.  This  Solemnity 
lafts  four  or  five  Hours,  and  fometimes  a 
^hole  Day.  Whilll  they  are  finging.  Care 
|s  taken  to  give  them  Drink  from  Time  to 
rime,  which  is  a  Sort  of  Wine  delicious 
pnough,  fo  that  the  Singers  oftentimes  be- 
i:ome  fuddl'd  before  they  have  done.  They 
-elate  after  what  Manner  all  their  Caciques 
lied  and  they  intermix  with  their  Relations 
I  thoufand  Extravagancies,  fuch  as  their  Fan- 
cies fuggeft  to  them. 

To  make  the  Wine  they  drink  they  take  ^^^j^ 
grains  of  Mai^^  and  throwing  them  intoWinc. 
Water  let  them  lie  there  till  they  grow 
foft  and  fwell.  Then  they  boil  thefe  Grains 
with  the  Water,  and  after  having  let  them 
Doil  for  fome  time  they  take  them  off  the 
Fire  and  fet  them  by  till  next  Morning, 
rhis  Drink  is  in  its  Perfeftion  the  third  or 
ourth  Day,  but  from  the  fifth  it  begins  to 
:urn  fower,  for  which  reafon  they  make  on- 
iy  as  much  as  they  can  drink  in  three   or 

four 
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four  Days.    It  is  much  better  than  Cider  or 
Beer,  and  tis   what    inakes    the   Indians  fat, 
and  preferves    their    Health.     Moft   of  tht 
j/utts  afid Indian   Huts    are    round    and    built     like    a 
f«r«itwrf. pavillion   with    a  very  hard  fort    of  Wood. 
They  are    hung  all  about    with  Cane    Mats 
wove  with    certain  Strings   that  hang  from 
Trees  which  they  render  as  flexible  as  they 
pleafe.     The  Europeans  add  Balconies  and  o 
ther    Conveniencies    to    thefe    Houfes,    and 
lodge  very  pleafantly  and  neatly.     Thefe  Ha- 
bitations for  the  moft  part  are  in  the  Vai- 
lles or  along  Rivers,  where  are  to  be  found 
the  greatefl;  Abundance  of  Provifions.  Their 
Beds  are  rais'd  from  thé  Ground  about  four 
or  five  Feet,  the  better  to  fecure  them  from 
the  Infults  of  Beafts  and   Infeds,  and  in  cold 
Countries  they  have  a  Pan  of  Coles  fet  under 
theirBeds  to  warm  them. 
Great       The  Indians  of  both  Sexes    are    naturally 
Swimmer s.gxc2it  Swimmers  ^   they  are   no  fooner  born 
than  thay  are    brought  acquainted  with    the 
Water.     Their  Sculls  are  four  times  as  thick 
Thiclsculs^^^  larger  than  oursin  £«ro;?e,  fo  that  when 
we    attack  them  in    Battel    it  is    not   their 
Heads  we  mufl    aim    at.  '  They  are   Sword- 
Proof,  and  will  foon  break  a  Blade  to  pieces. 
When  they  find  themfelves  over-ftock'd  with 
TZ-e/rwj^;?- Blood,   thcy  picrcc  the  Veins  of  their  Hands' 
ner  of  kt. .^^-^^  Legs  with   the  Point  of  a  fharp  Stone, 
mgBlood.^^^  Tooth  of  a  Viper,  or  a   fort  of  Meedle 
made  of   Cane.     'Tis  rare  to  fee  any  Indians 
have  Beards,  or  Hair  in  any   part  of  their 
Other  Cu-  Bodies.    They  are  accuftom'd  to  paint  their 
j  cms.       Skins,    and  their  Favourite-Colour  is  Black,' 
but   thcy   lay  none  upon  their  Faces  except 
it   be  on  thole  of  Slaves  which  is  a    Mark 
that  diftinguilhes  them  from  Free-Men.   Be- 
fore 
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fore  they  begin  to  fight  they  found  a  Charge 
*?ith  certain  Horns  ,. which  make  a  great 
Noife.  They  have  likewife  Droms  which! 
they  ftrike  only  on  one  Side  like  Tabies. 
They  wear  Plumes  of  Feathers  of  all  Colours, 
which  have  a  very  agreesible  Effect.  They 
hâve  upon  their  Breafts  great  Plates  of  Gold 
rather  for  Ornament  than  Defence.  They 
wear  likewife  Bracelets,  for  altho'  the  In- 
dians are  but  very  ill  equip'd  at  other  Times, 
they  are  refolv'd  to  be  magnificent  in  Wai^* 
Thefe  Bracelets  are  intermixed  with  Goîd 
and  Pearl.  They  cover  their  Arms  with 
them  from  the  Elbow  to  the  Hand,  and  their 
Legs  from  their  Knees  to  their  Ancles.  Wo- 
men are  very  curious  about  thefe  Orna- 
ments. They  wear  moreover  Gold  Rings 
in  their  Ears  and  Nofes,  to  the  latter  of 
which  they  hang  large  Pearls  that  bob  againft 
their  Lips. 

The  Male  Indians  cut  their  Hair,  but  the 
Female  let  it  hang  about  their  Shoulders. 
Thefe  (have  their  Eyebrows  with  (harp 
Stones.  Thofe  that  are  mod  conndcra- 
ble  fet  thèmfelves  off  with  Kecklaces 
made  of  Pieces  of  Gold  falten'd  together 
with  Cotton  Strings.  Women  of  Falhion' 
follow  their  Husbands  to  the  Wars,  When 
they  happen  to  be  Caciques  or  GovernelfcSffWi/r^ 
of  a  Country,  they  command  their  Troops  Gt^wc^/f. 
themfelves,  and  do  the  Office  of  a  General. 
All  Caciques  whether  Men  or  Women,  have 
Twelve  of  the  Stouteft  and  Strongelt  of  their 
Subjects  to  follow  and  carry  them  in  Lit- 
ters. When  Two  are  weary  another  two 
relieve  them  with  fo  great  Addrefs  and 
Agility,  that  the  Litter  never  ftands  flill  till 
It  comes  to  its  Journeys  End,  In  this  Man- 
P  ner 
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ner  they  wiH  travel  fifteea  or  twenty  Leagues 
a  Day,  efpecially  if  the  Army  march  thro' 
Plains. 


CHAP.    XXVI. 

Th    different    Kjnds   of  Animals    to    hi 
found  m  the  Indies. 

Indian  r;-T^HE  Ancients  affirm'd  the  Tigre  was  the 
ire:.  JL     fwifteft  of  all  Terreftrial  Animals,  he 

has  feme  Refemblance  with  a  Lion  in  his 
Head.  His  Skin  is  all  over  fpotted  with 
Red,  which  Spots  begin  to  grow  lefler  un- 
der his  Belly  and  on  his  Legs.  His  Teeth 
and  Claws  are  terrible,  and  his  Wildnefs 
equals  that  of  the  fierceft  Lion.  He  fre- 
quently devours  the  Indians  and  commits 
great  Ravage  in  the  Country,  altho'  he  be 
not  near  fo  fwift  as  Tliny  makes  him.  To' 
MiM?/erj^lj|  i^jj^  fi^g  Indians  go  to  the  Woods  with 

%e»i.  '"^  ^^^'^  Bows  and  Arrows,  and  a  little  Dog 
who  barks  inceflantly  without  daring  to  come 
near  the  Bead.  The  Tigre  wearied  with  thefe 
incefTant  Barkings  mounts  a  Tree,  which  the 
Archer  perceiving  he  comes  within  12  or 
15  Paces  of  him  and  fhoots,  retiring  as  foon  as 
he  has  done.  The  Beaft  feeing  himfelf  wound-'- 
cd  falls,  and  tears  the  Ground  and  the 
Trunk  of  the  Tree,  till  having  tormented  him- 
felf about  two  or  three  Hours  the  Archer 
returns  and  finds  him  dead.  Thefe  Beafti 
are  likewife  taken  with  Kets. 

the 
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The  Catamountain  refembles   a    tame   Cat  Ç'^^mouit" 
as  to  Colour  and  Figure,  but  is  much  larger ''^^"* 
than    thefe   Tigres   we    have   been    fpeaking 
of.     It   is  a  very  dangerous  and   exceeding 
fierce  Beaft,  and  the  Europeans  fear   it  more 
than  any  of  the  other  Animals.     There  are 
as  many   Lions    on    the    Terra   Firma  of  the^'<'».J"» 
hîàies^   as  there   are   in   Barbary.     They  are 
fmaller   and    lefs   fierce,    which  it  m^y    be 
is  occafion'd   by  the    Mildnefs  of  the   Cli- 
mate.    They  will  run  from  you  and  do  no 
Harm  only    to   fuch  as  attack  them.    T\\QBe.trs. 
Bears   are  fo    little   to   be   feard    that    they 
are  commonly  hunted   down  and  kill'd   with 
Clubs.     Thefe  Bears    have  a  wonderful  Ad-  Xheirfub- 
drefs   at    catching    of   Pifmires    hid    under '^-'^ 
Hillocks   of  hard    and    impenetrable  Earth. 
The  Manner   is  thus.     The   great  Heat  of 
the  Sun  having  made  fmall  and  inpercepta- 
ble  Clefts   in    this  Hillock,    the   Bear  licks 
them  with  great  Patience   till   luch   time  as 
he  has   made  a  Hole   big  enough  to  put  his 
Tongue  in-     Thefe   Infeâis  who  love  humi- 
iity,  no  fooner  perceive  fomewhat  moift  but 
they  come    in  Swarms  and  fettle  upon   the 
Tongue,  which  when  fufficiently  loaded  thé 
Bear   withdraws    and    fwallows   them   all  at 
[Dncc  j  then  he  puts  his  Tongue  in  again  and 
l:ontinues  fo  doing  till   he  has  not  left  one 
|\nt  in  the  Place.     The  Flefh  of  wild   Boars     ir//i-  . 
'n  the  hdies  has   a  very  ill   Taft,  but  ihtBoxtiUch 
lixtream  Neceflity  the  Europeans  were  reduc'd 
;:o,   at    their    firfi:  landing  oblig'd   them  to 
;at  of  it  notwithftanding  its  ill  Relifh, 

There  is  a  fort  of  fmall  Lizard  with  {our  ^on  of  L:'- 
eet  very   pleafant  to  look  upon.    His  Body^-^'"'^' 
nd   Tail   are    of  a    Spotted   Grey,  and  his 
|Jelly  White-     This  A-nimal  refembles  a  Horfc 
•  P  2  baiVd 
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barb'dand  harnefbM.    His  Feet  and  Tail  corné 
from  under  thefe  Barbs,  as  do  hkewife  his 
Keck  and  Ears.    He  is  very  near  as  big  a» 
a  Rabbet  and  lives  under  Ground   in  Holes, 
he    has  dug   with  his  Claws.     The  Talte  of 
this  Creature  is  admirable.     He  is  commonly 
taken  in  Nets  or  (hot  with  Arrows  at  fuch 
Time    efpecially  as   the  Stubble  is  burnt  m 
order  to  fow  the  Ground.  There  is  another 
^y7otr^-very  fmgular  Sort  of  Animal  on    the  Terra 
mmjl,      f^^^^  ^^iç^  the  Spaniards  call  a  Greyhound 
by   way  of  Contrary,    becanfe    he  will   take 
an  a  whole  Day  to  go    but   fifty  Paces.  His 
Body  is  about  t.voFoot  long  with  tour  Feet 
fo  very  (lender  that  they  are  hardly  able  to 
fu(tain  his  Corps.     He  hasloofe  Claws  fome- 
xvhat  like  thofe  of  a  Bird,  and  rather  (lides 
along  upon  his  Belly  than  walks.     He  ionie- 
timcs  climbs  up  Trees  by  the  Help   of  his 
Talons.     He   has  round   and  fmall  Eyes,   a 
S  lOut  like  that  of  a  Cat,  and  a   very  fmall 
Mouth.     He  fings  only   a  Kights,  and  pro- 
nounces fix  Notes  which  he  falls  always  by 
I/ismufi.  equal  Proportions,  as  if  he  fung  L^,  Sol,  Fa, 
cul  Nous,  Mi,  Re,  Vt,  his  Tone  is,  Ha,  ha,  ha,  ha  ha,  ha. 
As  the  Lizard,  we  juft  now   fpoke  ot,  lome- 
^Vh3t  refembles  a  barb'd  Horfe,  this  Creature 
is  a  kind  of   Muficiun.     After   having   fung 
his  Gamut,  he  lies  (till  a  while  and  then  begins 
a^ain.     He   is  a  Night  Animal,  and   Friend 
to  the  Snades,  for  he   never  lings   a  Days. 
Thefe  Animals  are  often  taken  and  carry  d  to 
People's  Houfes,  but  it  is  impoiïible  to  con- 
quer their   natural  Dulnefs,    either  by    me- 
nacing or  pinching,     if  he  can  find  any  Tree 
he  win   get  up  into    it,   and  ftay  there  tor 
eighteen  or  twenty  Days  without  any  Bodies 
being;   able  to    guefs   what    he  feeds  upon^ 

unie  I? 
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anlefs  it  be  Air,  for  he  will  be  continually 
turning  about,  towards  that  Side  whence  the 
Wind  comes. 

There  are  a  fort  of  wild  Cats  without  -^f^^  "/^ 
Number  in  the  Indies.  Some  of  them  will""''' ^*^^' 
icnitate  all  they  fee  done  as  Apes  or  Monkeys 
do.  When  they  fee  Almonds  crack'd  with 
Stones,  thcv  will  do  the  like.  When  tliey 
fee  any  Body  in  the  Woods,  they  break  off 
large  Branches  and  throw  them  down  upon 
their  Heads.  If  any  one  throws  Stones  at 
them,  and  the  Stones  happen  to  lodge  intha 
Tree,  they  will  take  them  and  throw  them 
with  great  Violence  at  them  again.  In  like 
Manner,  when  any  ont  wounds  them  with 
an  Arrow,  they  will  draw  the  Arrow  out  of 
their  Bodies,  and  hurl  it  at  the  Archer.  Some 
of  thefe  Animals  are  no  larger  than  ones 
Hand,  and  fome  again  as  big  as  great  Maftiifs. 
The  Dogs  in  HifpanioU  ^  efpecially  thofe  ^^•S^*  - 
tht  Canibds  make  ufe  of,  neither  yelp,  bark, 
jnor  make  any  Noife,  tho'  you  fliould  almoft 
Kill  them  with  beating.  They  are  fliap'd 
ilike  Wolves,  and  are  fomewhat  fiercer  than 
lour  European  Dogs,  neverthelefs  thcy  are  ve- 
ry friendly  to  thofe  that  give  them  Meat 
and  Drink. 

The  Polecats  in  America^  like  ours  inTok-cxts^ 
Europe^  have  perpetual  War  with  the  Poultry, 
and  llrangle  them  wherever  they  catch  them 
to  fuck  their  Blood.  What  is  peculiar  to 
the  American  Polecats  is,  that  they  carry  their 
Young  about  with  them  wherever  thcy  go. 
They  have  a  certain  loofe  Skin  under  their 
Bellies  which  they  can  fold  into  the  Form  '^' 
of  a  Bag,  and  where  they  keep  their  Young 
commodioully,  tho'  thcy  hunt  about  never 
fo  much.  From  this  Bag  or  Purfe  the  little 
P  3  one: 
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ones  fuck  their  Dams.  They  have  Tails 
and  Ears  like  a  Moufe,  but  much  lon- 
ger. 

America  produces  all  Sorts  of  Birds  that 
Alcatraz-^g  have,  and  many  more,  quite  different  from 
f  ours  that  we    have  not.    That    Sort  call'd 

AlcdtrazJs    have  Beaks  two    Hand  fuis  long, 
very    wide  towards  the  Head,  and  growing 
narrower  towards  the   Tip.     This    feems  a 
Sea-Fowl,  and  has  Legs  much  like  to  a  Goofe. 
On  the  Coafts  of  Payiama,  the  Squth-Sea  ebbs 
and  flows  above    two    Leagues   from  fix  to 
fix   Hours,  bringing  along  with  it,  when  it 
comes    in,     a    vaft    Quantity    of  Pilchards. 
The  Alcatraz!':  no  fooner  fee  them,  but  they 
come  in  great   Numbers  and  plunge  into  the 
Sea    for  thefe    Fifh  which    they    live    upon. 
When  the  Sea  retires,  thefe  Birds  follow  their 
Prey,    but  as    they  return   they  many  times 
meet  with  another  fort  of  Birds  that  attack 
them  and  force  them  to  quit  the  Booty  they  have 
■got.    This  Combat  is  very  diverting.  Whea 
thus  bulled,  you  may  knock  them  down  with 
Poles  and  fill  your  Canoes  with  them.     They 
are  hx.  and  have   an  excellent   Tafte.     The 
Spaniards    make    Oyl    of   them    to   burn  a 
Nights  in  their    Lamps, 
j^.,^        The  wild  Hsns  are  as  large  as  Peacoçjcs-, 
•.     •        the   Talle    of   them  is    worth   nothing,  for 
they  feed  upon  Ordure  and   dead  Bodies  of 
Men  and    Beafts  ^  but  in  Recompence  there 
comes  out  of  their  Carcaffes  an  Odour  more 
agreeable  than  Musk.    This  Odour  vanifhes 
Son  of    3^5  {qqj^  35  ^j^çy  djç,     Xhe  Addrefs  of  a  cer- 
sjArrorvs.  ^^.^  sparroxv  is  extraordinary  in  hindring  the 
wild  Cats    that   climb   from  Tree  to    Tree, 
from  devouring    his    Young.    He   choofes  a 
Tree  for  his  Keft  feparate  from  all  others. 

This 
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This  Neft  is  a  Fathom  deep,  and  hangs 
to  a  Branch  very  tull  of  Thorns,  to  ren- 
der the  approaching  it  more  difficult.  There 
is  only  one  little  Hole  in  it  big  enough  for 
a  Sparrow  to  go  in  and  out  at,  fo  that  when 
the  wild  Cats  come  to  attack  the  Keft,  they 
can  neither  reach  the  Eggs  nor  the  Young, 
the  Neft  being  fo  deep,  that  'twere  impof- 
fible  for  a  Cat  to  get  his  Claw  fo  far.  You 
muft  know  likewife  thefe  Birds  go  in  great 
Flights  like  Sterlings^  and  when  they  fee  the 
Cats  coming,  they  will  fet  up  fuch  a  Noife, 
as  perfedly  frights  them,  and  obliges  them 
to  retire.  Sparrows  of  another  Kind  thdii  Another 
iove  to  be  near  the  Water,  make  their  Nefts  K^^'^' 
on  Branches  of  Trees  that  hang  over  it 
by  which  Means  they  think  to  drive 
away  the  wild  Cats  from  hurting  them,  for 
as  thefe  Branches  are  weak  and  bending, 
they  will  not  bear  the  Weight  of  a  Cat  that 
fhould  come  to  eat  their  Eggs  or  their 
Young.  'Tis  thus  that  Animals  the  moft 
weak  and  innocent  guard  themfelves  againft 
fuch  as  are  more  ftrong  and  fubtle,  thro'  a 
natural  Inftind  given  them  by  the  Author 
of  Nature. 

The  Colours  in  Birds  Feathers  are  vr^^ch  colours  oj 
finer  and    more    luftrous    in    America    than  reathtrs. 
elfewhere,   and  nothing   can  be  fo    pleafant 
as   to  fee  fo  many  that    furpafs  the  Beauty 
of    Rubies  and    Emeraldf.     There  is  another  <7t/,^r 
Sort  ot   Sparrow   whofe    Body  is   no    h'lggcr  spirrow: 
than  the  Top  of  ones  great  Finger,  yet  it 
files    fo  fwiftly  without    moving   its  Wings, 
■  that    in  the  Air  you  would  take   it  for   an 
fiumhle    Bee.    Their    Bcaks  are  fharpcr  and 
more    pointed,   it    poflible,    than  a    NceJle. 
When  they  fee   any  one  going  up  into  the 
P  4  Tree 
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Tree,  where  their  Neft  is,  they  will  attack 
him  with  fuch  Courage  and  Vigour,  and 
give  him  fo  many  Pecks  in  the  Face,  that 
he  foon  finds  himfdf  oblig'd  to  go  down 
again  fafter  than   he  came    up. 

Vipen.  The  Terra  Fir  ma  of  Caftilia  d^  Oro  is  very 

piuch  infefted  with  npers,  who  bite  and  kill 
many  Indians  if  they  are  not  aflifted  before 
the  fourth  Day.  They  raife  themfelves  in- 
to the  Air  to  attack  PafTengers.  When  any 
one  hurt  by  thefe  t^ipers  is  blooded,  you  get  no 
Blood  from  him  but  only  a  yellowilh  Wa- 
ter, and  whatever  Remedies  you  ufe,  you 
can  never  hinder  that  Perfon  from  dying. 
Ko   Body   is   furpriz'd  to  fee    Serpents   here 

Serpents,  fevcn  or  eight  Foot  long,  which  appear  in 
the  Night  like  fo  many  lighted  Coals.  In 
the  Day  Time  they  look  red  as  Blood,  but 
their  Poyfon  is  lefs  dangerous  and  fubtil 
than  that  of  the  {^iprs.  You  fometimes  fin4 
of  them  above  twenty  Foot  long,  and  al- 
tho*  they  do  no  great  Harm,  their  horrid 
Figure  frightens  Travellers. 

Sort  of         On    the  Shores  you  meet   with. a  fort  of 

Crwoj/Ve/.^VIonflers  nam'd  Lizards  only  from  their  Fi- 
gures, b'Jt  they  are  fourteen  or  fifteen  Foot 
long,  and  as  large  as  a  Man's  Thigh.  Their 
upper  Lip  has  divers  Holes,  thro'  which  yon 
fee  their  canine  Teeth  very  fharp,  with  gre^t 
Majlocbo^s.  This  Animal  is  very  fierce  in 
the  Water,  and  fwims  with  great  Svyiftnefs, 
but  at  Land  it  is  no  lefs  flow  and  heavy. 
You  find  thçm  on  the  Sea  Coafts  near  the 
difembDguing  of  Rivers.  They  have  four 
JFeet  and  exceeding  hard  Scales.  Their 
Back-bone  is  full  of  Brizles,  from  Head  to 
Tail.  Their  Skin  is  fo  thick  that  neither 
Swords  nor  Lances  can  enter  it,    and  thçy 

arc 


(jfVoYAGES  and  Travels.         209 

are  only  vulnerable  under  their  Bellies  where 
they  are  more  foft  and  tender.  They  lay 
their  Eggs  in  the  Month  of  December^  be- 
caufe  then  the  Rains  are  lefs  frequent  and 
the  Rivers  have  done  overflowing.  They 
fcrape  a  hole  in  the  Sand  on  the  Brink  of 
the  Water  where  they  hide  Three  or  Four 
Hundred  Eggs,  which  the  Sun  only  hatches 
by  the  Putrefaction,  the  Males  and  Fe- 
males having  no  more  to  do  with  it. 
As  foon  as  the  Young  arc  hatch'd  they  go 
of  themfelves  and  find  out  the  Water 
where  they  get  their  Subfiftence.  Some  Coafts 
abound  fo  with  thefe  Animals,  that  you 
cannot  look  that  Way  without  Horror.  They 
go  out  of  the  Water  in  great  Numbers  to 
lleep  upon  the  Sand,  and  return  to  it. To 
foon  as  ever  they  perceive  any  one  coming. 
They  always  go  ftrait  forwards  fo  that  if 
one  were  purfu'd  by  any  of  them  one  need 
only  ftep  a  little  afide  to  avoid  them. 
Wlien  they  run  they  carry  their  Tails  curv'd 
upon  their  Backs  like  Cocks  Feathers.  Altho* 
their  Legs  are  very  fhort  they  do  not  crawl 
upon  their  Bellies  but  raife  their  Bodies 
from  the  Ground  about  half  a  Foot.  Some 
have  taken  thefe  Animals  for  perfect  Croco- 
diles^ altho'  thefe  laft  breath  only  at  their 
Mouths,  and  move  equally  their  two  jaw- 
Bones,  whereas  the  others  have  not  the  fame 
Propriety.  'Tis  dangerous  to  go  near  thofe 
Places  where  they  are,  for  they  commonly 
devour  Dogs,  Cows,  Horfes  and  even  Men. 
You  fometimes  find  in  one  of  their  Bellies, 
Flints  enough  to  fill  two  large  Paniers. 
They  are  to  be  taken  with  Iron  Hooks 
or  elfe  (hot  while  they  are  in  the  Wa- 
ter.   They  that  have  eat  of  them  By  their 

Flclh 
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Fleili  is  pretty    well    tafted.    As    for    their 
Eggs  they  are  eaten  without  Fear  in  feveral 
forts  of  Sauces,  and  are  fold  in  the  Markets 
like  Geefe   or  Pullets   Eggs. 
Ltrgs  spi-     Spiders  here  become  as  large  as  Sparrows  *, 
ders.        upon  opening  them   you   find  their    Bodies 
full  of  thofe  Threads  wherewith  they  make 
their  Webs.     You  have  on  the  Terra  Firme 
Lund'    grejt    Numbers    of   Crabs,  as    in    Europe     on 
Crabf       the     Shores.     Without    their    Relief    Tra- 
vellers would   oftentimes  perifh    with  Hun- 
ger.   You     fee     them    come    out    of    cer- 
tain   Holes   and   take    them    eafily   becaufc 
they  go  but  flowly.     'Tis  to  be  fear'd  thofe 
CrAbs  eat  fomewhat  that  is  venemous  becaufe 
fometimes  People  die  inftantly  that  have  fed 
on  them.     The    Canibals   make  ufe  of  them 
as  one  Ingredient  in  their  Venom  wherewith 
they  poifon  their  Arrows,  for  which  Reafon 
the  Europeans  dare  not  touch  them  when  they 
fee    them   near   a    fort  of  Trees    that  bear 
venomous  Apples. 
jr.i'un      The   Indian  Fruits    have    much  more  cx- 
Truit.       quifite  Taftes  than  ours  of  Europe  by  reafoa 
Mamc'    °^  ^^^  Difference  of  Climate  and  the  Afpe£l 
of  the  Sun.     Thit  which   they    term  Mamei 
is  as  large  as  two  of  our  Bon-Chretien  Pears.  It  is 
divided  into  three  Parts   by  a  fmall  inward 
Film.     Its  Kernel  is  in  the  Middle  and  re- 
fern  blcs  a    blanch'd    Chefnut  ^    but  it    is  as 
bitter    as    Gall,   tho'  the   Fruit   be  fo    very 
agreeable.     This  Fruit    tafls    fomewhat  like 
a  Peach,  and  has  a  very  odoriferous  Flavour. 
Guana- jj^g  du^n^iabano  is  a  great  Tree  whofe  Bran- 
ches are   ftreight ,  it   bears  a    Fruit    like   a 
A'lelon  and  its-Rind  is  wrought,  a5  it  were,  with 
a  great  many  Scales.    It  is  alio  of  the  Thick- 
n^fs  of  the  Rind  of  a  Afslon  ^  the  infide  of  the 

Fruit 
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Fruit  is  a  fort  of  Pafte  inclofing  a  delicious 
Liquor.  There  are  likewife  feveral  Seeds 
larger  than  thofe  of  Cajfia  and  of  the  fame 
Colour.  Thefe  Fruits  weigh  at  leafl:  two 
or  three  Pounds  each,  and  never  hurt  the 
Stomack  tho'  you  eat  never  fo  much  of 
them. 

The  Coco-Trees  refemble  thofe  Palms  that  Coco- 
bear  Dates^  if  we  have  regard  to  their  Size  T^^^^^- 
or  the  Shape  of  their  Leaves,  but  the  Coco 
Leaves  grow  out  of  the  Trunk  of  the  Tree 
like  the  Fingers  of  ones  Hand.  This  Tree 
rifes  to  a  great  Height  and  great  Numbers 
of  them  are  to  be  met  with  on  the  Coafts 
of  the  South  Sea  -,  their  Fruit  is  ty'd  to  the 
Body  of  the  Tree  wrap'd  up  in  a  certain 
Rind  or  Flax  whereof  the  Indians  make 
very  fine  Cloth,  of  three  or  four  forts,  and 
Sails  for  Ships  -,  neverthelefs  they  fomewhat 
Defpife  this  Cloth,  bccaufe  they  have  great 
Quantities  of  exceeding  fine  Cotton.  There 
is  within  the  Coco  a  fort  of  white  Pulp  of 
the  tafte  of  Almonds^  and  when  you  pierce 
it  with  a  Bodkin  there  comes  out  a  large 
Glafs  full  of  a  very  lufcious  Liquor,  in  a 
Manner  that  this  Fruit  affords  you  both 
Meat  and  Drink.  The  Etrropeafis  make  Cakes 
of  this  Milky  Liquor  mix'd  with  Maiz.- 
Flower,  which  nourifhes  extreamly,  and  fat- 
tens like  the  Juices  of  the  belt  Meat.  They 
which  have  try'd  it  fay  the  Strangury  is  to 
be  cur'd  by  drinking  out  of  thefe  Coco-fhells 
which  makes  you  pifs  freely  and  dilTolveSj 
or  makes  the  Stones  pafs. 

In  the  I  Hands  of  Hif^amola^  Cuba^  Jamaica    ^j^^^ 
and  San  Domingo^  Palm  Trees  are  to  be  metp^/m. 
with  of  all  kinds,    and    among   others  fonie 
that   are  black,  whereof  the   Indians  make 

fuch 
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fuch  excellent  tough  and  hard  Arrows  that 
they  will  piercç  thro'  a  Man  Taro;et  and 
all.  They  likewife  make  Lances,  Pikes  and 
Clabs  of  them  for  the   Wars.    The  Woods 

WiliVims^^^^  abound  with  wild  l^ims^  which  bear 
excellent  Grapes  much  larger  and  better 
tailed  than  ours  of  fwropf  ,and  if  they  were  but 
cultivated  and    tranfplanted,  no    doubt  but 

figs.  they  would  be  yet  finer.  The  Figs  are  as 
large  as  Melons  and  they  arc  eaten  the  fame 
Way  by  cutting  Slices  out  of  them  long-ways. 
They  are  cover'd  with  a  Down  like  to  that 

TiArTrees^"^  ^"//'cej.  The  Indian  Pear  Trees  grow 
very  large  and  have  Leaves  like  Laurels  but 
Greener.  Their  Fruit  fometimes  weighs  a 
Pound  i  the  Kernels  refemble  blanch'd  AU 
mouds  and  are  very  bitter,  they  are  inclos'd 
in  a  very  loofe  Film,  between  which  and 
the  firft  Skin  there  is  a  Liquor  of  furpri- 
fing  Tafte  and  Flavour.  All  thefe  Fruits,  as 
fine  as  they  are,  Nature  prefents  them  with, 
for  they  grow  without  any  Manner  of  cul- 
tivating. 

Guaicar.      The   Tree  which  the  Indians  call   Guaican 

(with   us   Guaicum)   is    good    to    cure     Ve- 

i(ife  4wi  nerial  Diftempers,  which  are  as  common  in  the 

Proirefsoj  /^^^Igj  as   wich  US   in  Europe  J  but  much    lefs 

ther-x.  daiigçfous  by  Reafon  of  the  Goodnefs  of  the 
Air  which  purifies  the  Blood.  The  Rind  of 
this  Tree  is  all  over  fpotted  with  green. 
They  rafp  it  and  boil  it  in  a  certain  Quan? 
tity  of  \A^ater,  which  becomes  a  Drink  to 
be  drank  feveral  Times  a  Day,  obferving  a 
arid  Diet.  Venerial  Diftempers  were  never 
heard  of  in  Spain  before  the  Difcoveries  made 
by  Chrifiopher  Columbus^  who  'tis  probable, 
brought  them  with  him  from  the  Indies^  and 
Î0  they  fpread  over  other  Parts  of  Europe, 

fn 
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]fn  the  Year  1495,  when  the  great  Captaia 
Confalvo  of  Cordova  went  into  Italy  to  aflift 
Ferdinand  King  of  Naples  againft  the  French 
King  Charles  VIII.  divers  Sparjiards  of  his 
Army  being  infeded  with  this  Diftemper, 
communicated  it  to  the  Neapolitans^  where 
they  have  eftablilh'd  themfelves  ever  fince. 
Kow  becanfe  feveral  French  conûn\i'd  for  a 
Seafon  in  Italy ^  the  Italians  Obll'd  it  the  French 
Difeafe,  and  the  French  the  Difeafe  of  Naples^ 
becaufe  France  never  knew  it  before  the 
War  of  Naples^  from  whence  it  difpers'd  ic 
fclf  into  other  Countries  of  Europe.  It  is 
rare  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  any  In- 
dian Woman  without  getting  it,  but  tho'  it 
be  eafily  got  it  is  likewife  as  eafily  cur'd. 

The  Fruit  of  the  Tree  which  the  IndiansXz^wzi 
call  Xagua  refembles  a  Poppy,  and  affords  a 
clear  Liquor  in  fuch  Abundance,  that  the 
Iflanders  walh  their  Legs  and  BfKlics  with  it. 
it  dyes  a  jet  Black  which  can  hardly  be  waOi'd 
rtaway.  The  Soldiers  ftain  their  Faces  with  it 
before  they  go  to  Battel,  to  render  themfelves 
more  terrible.  The  Natives  fometimes  play 
Tricks  with  Ûïq Europeans^hy  mwxng  fccnted 
i|  Waters  with  this  Liquor,  with  which  if  they 
do  but  wafh  their  Faces,  they  are  furpriz'd 
to  find  them  turn'd  black  in  a  Moment,  ia 
fuch  Manner,  that  all  the  Water  in  the  Sea 
would  not  be  able  to  wa(h  it  out  prefently, 
and  tho'  they  fhould  fiey  their  Skins  they 
ficould  not  hardly  get  rid  of  it  immediately  ^ 
Time  only  can  fuffice  to  gee  away  thofe 
Stains. 

The   Venomous  Apples  which  the  CanibalsVenom^uf 
compofe  their   Poyfons  of  to  envenom  their  ^?P^^^- 
Arrows,    lefemble    in     Figure    and    Colour 
Musk  Pear>.    They  are  fpeckl'd  with  red  and 

have' 
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have    a    mofl   odoriferous    Flavour.     ThcTc 
Trees  grow  on  the  Sea  Side,  upon   the  ve- 
ry Brink  of  the  Water,  and  all  that  fee  the 
fine  Colours  of  their   Fruit    are  dcfirous  to 
tafte  of   them.    Their  Juice    mix'd   with  a 
fort  of  Pifmires  and  f^ipers  pounded  together, 
compofes  a  Poyfon   that    is    incurable.     The 
beft  Remedy  for  it  is  to  wafh  fpeedily  and 
frequently    in    the  Sea,   but  of  fifty  hardly 
three   will  recover.     If  one   chances  to   fall 
afleep  under  the  Shade  of  one  of  t he fe  Trees, 
ones   Head  and  Body   will  immediatly  fwell, 
but  one  drop  of   Dew  from    it   will  put  out 
ones  Eyes,  nay,  they  will  inflantly  burfl:,  fo 
great  is  the  Force  of  this  Poyfon.  The  Num- 
ber   of  thefe    Trees  is    almofl  innumerable, 
and  when  any   of  its  Wood    is  thrown  into 
the  Fire  it  will  Itink  prodigioufly,  and  caufc 
a  Head-Ach  that  is   infupportable. 
Very  Urge     \jpon  the  Borders  of  the  River  C«r/,  near 
'^*^*^^'       the  City  of  Darisn^  there  are  Trees  fo  ex- 
celTivcly   large  that  Canoes  of  one  Piece  are 
made  out  of  their  Tronks,  which  are  able 
to  carry  at  Icafl:  130  Perfons  and  Room  left 
to  pafs   to    and  fro.     They  have    two  Sails 
made  of  Cotton  \   you  fee  fometimes  of  thefe 
Trees  that   have   three  Roots    rais'd  above* 
Ground    triangularly,    and  fo    high,  that   a 
Chariot  may  pafs  under  them.     At  the  Height 
of  a  Pike  they  reunite  into  one  Tronk  which 
rifes    higher  than  any  Tower  in  Europe  be- 
fore it   fhoots  forth    any  Branches. 
OU   \i\iy     The  Ifidia?is  have  a  new,  and  altogether 
o/Y/r/t/?/^ unknown  Way  to  us,  to  ftrike  Fire".     They 
-^""^-        take  a  fmall  Stick  of  very  hard  Wood  made 
round  and  fmooth,  and  of  about  eight  Inches 
long,  and  the  Thicknefs  of  ones  little  Fin-' 
gcr.    This  done,  they  tic  two  little  Ends  of 

dry 
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Wood  together  and  lay  them  upon  the 
Ground.  When  they  have  a  Mind  to  get 
Fire,  they  put  this  Stick  between  the  two 
Dthers  which  they  move  along  very  fwiftly 
:il]  fuch  time  as   the  Fire  comes. 

You  fee  fometimes  in  Europe  rotten  Wooà  jlnning 
;hat  will  Ihine  a  Nights^  in  like  manner ^^^^''^ 
:hey  have  in  the  Indies  a  fort  of  Wood  that 
NiW  Ihine  like  Fire.  The  Europeans  make 
'.fe  of  it  to  light  them  thro'  unknown 
Countries,  or  when  they  have  a  Mind  to 
^o  and  furprife  their  Enemies  by  Night.  They 
nake  fome  of  the  Indians  who  know  the 
loads,  march  before  them  and  they  fallen 
:o  their  Shoulders  fome  of  this  Wood  which 
bines  like  fo  many  Stars,  and  ferves  to 
!,uide  the  Army  along,  but  as  this  Light 
loes  not  dart  its  Rays  far,  the  Enemy 
:an  never  come  by  that  Means  to  know  of 
;heir   March. 

Pliny  the  Philofopher  in  his  Natural  Hiflory^  Moji  Trees 
nakes  mention  of  fome   Trees  that  are  al-^'f/^^^'^'*' 
vays   green  in  every  Seafon,  ^'iz..  the  Laxorel^  <^r,ure. 
7edar^  Olive^    and  the  Orange-Trçc:    But  we 
nay    fay    in   general   all  the  Trees  in    the 
'ndiesy  except  that  which    bears  Cajfia^  keep 
heir  Leaves  and    their    Verdure  the   whole 
(ear  round  :  Moreover,   thofe  Trees    which 
n  Europe  Ihed  their  Leaves  in    Winter^  afrer 
)eing  tranfplanted  into    the    Indies  take  the 
''lature  and    Qualities    of  the  Trees  of  that 
>ountry,    and    like    them    always    continue 
',reen. 

The  Terra  Firma  produces    a  great   many  ^^"'''^• 
brts  of  Canes  which  the  People  of  the  Coau- 
ry  make  ufe  of  for  covering  their  Houfes, 
ind   making   Hangings    or    Mats    for  their 
glooms:   There  are  fome  as  thick  as  the  Leg 

at 


si6  The  General  HISTORY 

of  an  ordinary  Man,  and  each  Pipe  from  oi)« 
Joint  to  another,  contains  a  Pint  of  Liquor 
The  Indians  make  Quivers  of  thefe  Cane 
to  carry  their  Arrows  in  -,  there  are  other: 
that  lie  twining  round  the  Bodies  of  Trees  anc 
Ihoot  up  as  high  as  the  Tops  of  theai.  Theft 
Pipes  are  full  of  a  very  clear  Liquor  thai 
never  ftinks  nor  does  any  manner  of  Harm 
This  Liquor  has  often  fav'd  the  Chriftian 
Lives,  in  their  travelling  thro'  dry  and  dc 
fart  Countries  where  they  certainly  vvoul( 
have  perifh'd  with  Thirft,  had  it  not  beej 
for  this  Supply  :  They  cut  thefe  Canes^  am 
carry  with  them  as  many  as  poÛîbly  the- 
can,  to  fecure  themfclves  from  the  incon 
vcniency  of  Thirft  in  thofe  hot  Countries 
where  they  can  find  no  Water. 

Mf/ovx.        yiie  Melons  in  the  Indies  grow   to  a  pro 

digious  Size  fo   that  a  Man  has  much  ad' 

to  carry  one  of  them  on  his  Shoulders  ^  th 

Subftance  of  them   is    white,  but  of  an  ex 

/jjcellcnt  Taftc:  One  of  the  moft  ufeful  Plant 

fier-ThnuOÏ  the  New  World  is  that  whofe  Leaves  ar 
as  it  were  fo  many  Plaifters  which  bein 
apply'd  to  a  broken  Leg  or  Arm  cement 
them  together  again,  and  in  lefs  than 
Fortnight  perfectly  cures  chem.  This  Lea 
fticks  fo  clofe  to  the  Part,  till  the  Opera 
tion  is  perform'd,  that  one  cannot  pull  i 
ofF^  but  when  the  Cure  is  efFeôed  it  fall 
off  of  courfc. 
The  Tu-     The   Tunas  is  a   wild   Plant  that   bears 

Bas.  Fruit  much  like  a  Fig,  of  a  reddifh  fubftanc 
in  the  infide,  and  of  a  wonderful  Tafte  j  ai 
ter  eating  one  or  two  of  them  the  Wate 
that  one  makes  is  as  red  as  Blood,  whic 
is  very  furprifing  at  firlt,  and  makes  on 
think  that  one  is  in  danger    of  loftng  oûc 

Lift 
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Life,  fo  that  the  Imagination  vefy  often 
produces  a  real  Difeafe  in  timorous  Perfons: 
The  Leaves  oï  the  Bihaos  not  only  ferveBihaos- 
for  covering  of  Houfes,  but  are  alfo  fo 
very  large  as  to  be  made  ufe  of  inftead  of 
VmbreUo's  when  it  Rains  :  The  Indians  make 
majiy  of  them  which  keep  the  Water  from 
foaking  in,  when  they  fwim  over  a  River.  The 
Branches  of  this  Tree  being  bruis'd  with 
the  Leaves  ferve  alfo  for  Salt  in  defart 
Countries,  where  they  can  find  nothing  to 
eat.  The  Root  of  this  Plant  is  likewife  made 
ufe  of  for  Food.  They  ftrip  its  Rind  off, 
and  in  the  Infide  find  a  Pith  much  like 
that  of  Elder  or  a  Bulrujli.  The  Indiam  are 
well  skiird  in  the  Properties  of  the  Barks 
and  Leaves  of  certain  Trees,  which  they  t^'^^f, 
make  ife  of  in  dying  their  Callkoes  of  ?i\]iyirc 
forts  of  Colours,  1/;^.  red,  black,  yellow 
green,  and  blew.  Thefe  Colours  are  fo  ex- 
treamly  fine  and  lively,  that  they  fcarce 
ever  wear  out,  even  arter  they  have  been 
wafh'd.  But  what  feems  yet  more  wonderful  is, 
that  all  are  dy'd  in  the  fame  Fact  vvithoiit 
changing  any  thing  in  it  ;  which  perhaps 
may  arife  from  the  Difpolition  of  the  Co- 
lours that  they  give  to  whatever  they  have 
a  Mind  to  dye,  let  it  be  Thread  or  Lin- 
nen. 

After  having  fpoken  of  thofe  things  thatinfcas' 
are  mofl:  curious  and  conliderable,  it  will 
not  be  improper  to  fay  fomething  of  Infecis 
jiïnce  Nature  has  in  them  made  her  Wifdom 
appear  as  vifible  as  in  the  greateft  Animals, 
Thofe  that  the  Indims  call  G  arasâtes  arc  fcarce  r- 


difcernable  to  the  Eye  however  they  aicpau' 
not  lefs  troublefome,  for  they  lling  the  Legs 
Very  feverciy,  and  ftick  fo  clofe  to  them, 
Q  that 
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that  'tis  impofTible  to  pull  them  from  thence 
without  rubbinp,  them  over  with  Oyl  :  The 
Indians  fcrape  their  Legs  with  fomething  that's 
very  fharp,  which  puts  them  to  a  great  deal 
strayige  of  Pain.     Certain    Creatures  that    are   bred 
property  of  in  the  Hair,   as  Lice  and  Fleas,  die  imme- 
jome  in-    diatly  upon  palTmg  the  Line,  and  never  en- 
•f'^"^'        gender  in    the   Indies,   bat  fo   foon   as  ever 
one   returns  to  Europe,  upon  the  Change   of 
Climate  they  revive  again  unlefs  one  fhifts 
ones  felf  twice  or  thrice  a  Day.     By  Prac- 
tice  there   is   an  eflablilh'd    Cuftom  among 
Truck itig of  i];iç  Indians,  of  trucking  their  Wives  as  they 
Wives.      çJQ  other  Commodities  ^   but  what   one  caa 
hardly  believe  is,  that  the  Old  ones  bear  a 
Sih.        higher  Price  than  the    Young  ones.     Salt  is 
alfo   a    Commodity    for   which    they  barter 
Gold,  pretious  Stones,  Cotton,  and  whatever 
clfe  they  have  ofgreatcfl  Value:  They  make 
it  of  Sea- Water,  and  it  is  whiter  and  of  a 
Indians    ^a^T^^   Tafte  than    the  befb   Salt  in  Europe. 
/^rcrff  fi^r- The  Indians  are  the  greatefl;  Barterers  in  the 
terers.       World,  they   go    all    over   the  Terra  Firma^ 
or  along  the  Coafts  in  their  Canoes  carrying 
their  Commodities   with    them,   which  they 
exchange  for  others,  having  not  yet  learn'd 
the  Uie  of  Money. 
TheirMan-     Thcy  that   apply  themfelves  to  fearch  for 
Tier  0f  dig- Gold   in  the  Earth,   firft  take  care  to  have 
girgfor    the  Place  where    they   intend   to  dig,  very 
Cold.       ^vçj]  clean'd,    then    having    made    a    Pit  of 
eight   or  ten  Foot  in  Length  and    Breadth, 
they    hollow    it  about    eignt  or   ten  Inches 
deep,   and   take   the    Earth    that    they   dig 
thence  and   wafh   it  j  if  they  find  any  Gold 
there   they   proceed,  and    continue  digging, 
but   if  they    meet  with  none,   they    go  and 
dig  in  another  Place,  till  they  find  the  Live" 

Stone, 
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Stones.     When    they    have    once    difcover'd  ^/^«'^i'^'^5 
the    Gold-Mine  they   fill  great  Baskets  with'^' 
the  Earth  that  they  have  dig'd  o^t  of  it,  and 
then    go    to   the    next    Brook  and  wafli    it 
to  fepavate  the  Gold  from  it,  which  remains 
at  the   Bottom  of  the  Basket,  after  all   the 
Earth    is  carry'd    off  by  the   Water:  This 
Employment   generally  falls  to  the  Womcns 
Lot    who    putting    themfelves    up    to    the 
Middle  of   their   Legs   in   the  Water   keep 
fhaking   the   Basket,     till    all    the   Earth    ''^^ hovo  coU 
walh'd  away.     If  the  Gold-Mine  is  in  fomGisfou-ndin 
Brook  or  River,  they  are  forc'd  to  turn  the  /^v^-'-i&c. 
Courfe  of  the  Water.  When  it  is  dry  at  the 
Bottom,    they  diligently   fearch    every   Hole 
and  Cranny  of  the  Stones,  for  there  the  Gold 
that  is  brought  down  by  the  Stream,  lodges 
it  felf.     We  muffc  obferve  the  belt  Gold  growsmere his 
upon   the   Tops  of  Moaiitjins  whence  it  kbefi, 
carry'd  down    by  the  Violence  of  the  Tor- 
rent, not  bat  that  theyalfo  find  fome  Gold- 
Mines  in  the  Plains    and  Fields  far  enough 
off  from   the  Mountains.     Gold  purifies  and 
■| refines  in  Proportion  to  the  Diftance  of  the 
Place  of  its  Growth,  where  it  is  always  much 
coarfer,  and  not  fo  valuable  by  a  Carat.  Some- 
times   they   alfo    find   very  large   Grains  of 
Gold   upon   the  Surface  of  the   Earth  :  The 
greatefl;  that  ever  has  b?ea  yet  found  wei^',h'd 
three  thoufand  two  hundred  Sparn'Pi  Pifl-oles, 
which  at  that  Time  were  worth  four  thou- 
fand, one    hundred,    thirty    eight  Ducats  of 
Gold.  There  have  been  fonie  found  thiit  have 
weigh'd  two  and  thirty  Pounds,  allowing  fix- 
teen  Ounces  to   every  Pound,  u'hich   makes 
fîxty  four  A^arks  of  Gold  :  The  Indians  have    ^     ,^  . 
an    Herb  that  adds   a   great  Luftre   to  the^,^^^  ^^^  r^ 
natural'  Colour  of  Gold,  fo'  thu  what  they/^'^;^  ,>/' 

<2  2,'  tOychiti^f'tf- 
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touch  with  it  tho'  Gold  of  the  lealt  Value' 
fliines  as  bright  as  if  it  had  been  the  beft. 
If  the  Gilders  of  Europe  knew  but  this  Se- 
cret, they  would  grow  rich  in  a  very  fhort 
Time. 
Tijh.  If  the  Fruit  of  the  I»dies  have  an  excellent 

Tafte,  the  Fifh  alfo  may  boaft  of  the  fame 
Son  of  Property:  Amongfl:  the  reft  there  is  a  fort 
Pjichard.^f  P/76^^r^  with  a  red  Tail,  that  is  delicious 
Turbots.  Food  :  The  Indian  Turbots  arc  of  a  prodi- 
gious Bif;ncfs  :  Towards  the  Ifle  of  Cuba  there 
Tortoips.  jj,  (2  iomcTortoifes  that  weigh  fo  very  hcavy^that 
they  require  the  Strength  of  fifteen  Mea 
to  pull  them  out  of  the  Water  :  they  lay 
their  Eggs  upon  the  Shore,  wheie  in  a 
JVIorning  one  may  fee  them  fomeiimes  feed- 
ins;  and  crawlino;  about.  As  foon  as  the  /«- 
dians  have  found  the  Prints  of  their  Claws 
upon  the  Sand,  they  follow  them  by  the 
Track,  and  having  overtaken  them,  which 
is  no  difficult  Matter  by  Rcafon  of  their 
flow  Motion,  they  thruft  a  great  Stick  under 
their  bellies,  and  fo  turning  them  on  their 
I^jcks  leave  them  in  that  Poiture,  unable  to 
ftir  or  move  out  of  it,  to  fcarch  for  others. 
By  this  Method  they  are  able  to  catch  a 
great  Number  of  them  in  a  little  Time. 
Their  Flefh  is  a  very  wholefome,  as  well  as 
a  very  excellent  fort  of  Food.  The  Fifti 
Aîj»iti'i.  ^^^  Indians  call  Manati^  is  about  ten  or 
twelve  Foot  long,  and  five  Broad-,  it  has  a 
very  thick  Head  like  that  of  an  Ox,  and 
its  Fins  arc  like  a  Man!s  Arms:  Tho' this 
Fifh  fcems  to  be  of  the  M.onfler-kind,  yet 
the  Meat  oï  it  is  fweet  enough  ^  it  comes 
very  near  the  Banks  of  the  River  to  feed 
upon  the  Grafs-,  the  Indians  kill  it  with 
their  Arrows,  either  from  the  River  fide,  ot 

cut 
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out  of  their  Canoes.     Thefe  Filh  fwim   clofe 
to  the  Surface   of  the  Water,  fo  that  there 
is  no  great  Trouble   to   pull  them  out,    but 
there's  no  carrying  them  off  without  a  Wag- 
gon with  two  Oxen.     This  Filli   is  efteem'd 
above    the  reft,     on    account    of  its   Tafte, 
which  is  the  nearelt  of   any  to   that  of  the 
Flefh  of  Beafls,  fo   that  when  it  is  pull'd    to 
Pieces,  one  may  be  deceiv'd,  and   take  it  for 
an  Ox  cut  out  into  Joints  :   The  Flefh  of  it  is 
as  good  as  the  fatteft  Veal,  and  keeps  a  long 
while  m  Salt.     In  its  Head  is  a  Stone  to  be 
found,    which    being  clean'd,    pounded    and 
taken   in  the  Morning  in  a  Glafs  of  Wine, 
eafes  the  Pain  of  the  Gravel. 

The  VitruelU  is  a  Fidi  as  large  as  û^o.  Ma-VmunH,. 
\natl  ^   he  wears  in   the  Middle  of  his  Fore- 
head   a  long  Sword,  fet  on  two  Sides  with 
very  fharp  Teeth  .•    This   Sword  is  extream 
hard,  and  about    fifteen   or  twenty    Inches 
long,  in  Proportion  to  the  Size  of  the  Crea- 
ture, for  there  are  fome  of  them  as  fmall  as 
Vilcharâs^    and  others    again    fo  very   large, 
that  two  Yoke    of  Oxen  can    hardly    draw 
them  from    the  Rivers    Side.     As  there  are 
fome  Lands  very    barren    and   unfruitful,  ïo  saner. 
are   there  alfo    fome    Seas    where  one   may  ^«^45. 
fail  a  hundred  Leagues  or  two  without  find- 
ing a  Fifh. 

In  certain  Parts  of  the  Ocean  there  ^x^  FiywgFiJh, 
flying  Filh,  which  riling  in  great  Shoals  3- 
bove  Water,  afford  the  mofl;  agreeable  Sight 
that  can  be  ^  fometimes  they  fly  about  an 
hundred  Yards  from  the  Place  where  they  iirft 
appear'd,  and  often  tumble  in  yait  Quan- 
tities into  the  Ships.  Thefe  Filh  have  two 
Wings  near  their  Jaw  Bones,  as  long  as 
tlieir  whole  Bodies  :  When  they  begin  to 
0.3  be 
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be  a  little  dried  ia  the  Air,  they  plunge  ar 
gain  into  the  Water  to  wet  their  Wings. 
The  Birds  of  Prey  are  very  expert  at  catch- 
ing them  when  they  mount  up  into  the  Air, 
which  affords  a  great  deal  of  Divcrfion,  for 
if  they  attempt  to  dive  beneath  the  Water, 
they  arc  purfu'd  by  fomc  other  Fifh  that 
fwimming  clofe  to  the  Surface,  eafily  devour 
them,  fo  that  they  know  not  which  Element 
to  make  Choice  of  to  fave  thcmfelves  in. 
fe^rnSl.  '^'^^  In^i^ris  when  they  fi(h  for  Pearl,  go 
/•^' TJ  'down  to   the  Bottom    of  the   Sea,  and    ha- 
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ving  a  Sack  tied  about  their  Necks,  fill  it 
with  what  Shells  they  can  lay  their  Hands 
on  ^  when  they  want  to  take  Breath  they 
come  up  into  their  Barks,  and  emptying 
their  Bags,  go  down  to  the  Bottom  of  the 
Water  again  to  pick  up  more  Shells.  Ha- 
ving open'd  them,  they  find  four  or  five 
Pearls,  little  and  great  in  every  Shell,  and 
a  vaft  Quantity  of  fmall  Grains,  that  are 
Seeirearlx.\\t  Seeds  of  Pearl:  Sometimes  the  Filh  of 
thefe  Pearls  ferve  them  for  Food,  but  gene- 
rally ihcy  throw  them  away,  being  quite 
glutted  with  eating  fo  great  a  Quantity  of 
them  as  they  do:  In  thofe  Places  where 
H^djoffx^^'^^  Water  is  very  deep,  it  bears  up  the 
ivg  r)bc/r Swimmers  fo  flrongly  that  they  have  much 
Idomg.  ado  to  get  a  fteddy  Footing  at  the  Bottom. 
To  remedy  this  Inconveniency,  they  tye 
two  great  Stones  about  their  Middles,  which 
hanging  on  each  Side  make  them  heavier, 
and  keep  them,  as  it  were,  in  a  Ballance  : 
The  Indians  are  excellent  Swimmers,  but 
y^'hat  one  can  hardly  believe  without  having 
jfeen  it  is,  that  they  can  ftay  under  Water 
(a  quarter  or  half  an  Hour,  without  fetching 
Breath.    Another   thing  very   incomprchen- 

fible 
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ilble  is,  that  they  may  have  fiih'd  in  one 
Place  fo  long  as  not  to  leave  a  Shell  there, 
yet  upon  their  return  to  the  fame  Place  in 
a  little  Time  after,  they  find  the  fame  Quan^- 
tity  of  Shells  they  met  before,  which  being 
driven  by  the  Winds,  are  heap'd  together 
on  the  Coafts  :  Some  have  been  of  Opinion 
that  thefe  Fifh  have  the  Pov\fer  of  moving 
themfelves  up  and  down,  as  well  as  others 
have:  There  was  once  a  Pearl  found  that v*^^-^''.^- 
weigh'd  one  and  thirty  Carats,  and  another 
twenty  fix,  which  perhaps  are  the  finelt 
that  ever  were   brought  into  Europe. 

Before  we  finifh  this  Extract,  we  muft 
fpeak  fomething  of  that  wonderful  Bv'iàgç,  j  roovJer- 
form'd  by  the  Hands  of  Nature,  about  fourni*/ ^'/^^g^» 
Leagues  diftant  from  the  Port  of  Panama. 
The  Breadth  of  this  Bridge  is  fifteen  Foot, 
and  the  Length  feventy  or  eighty.  The  Arch 
in  the  Middle  confifts  of  a  great  Stone, 
cut  into  the  Form  of  a  Bow  by  Nature: 
All  that  have  feen  this  Work  cannot  fuf- 
ficiently  admire  the  Wifdom  of  the  Cre- 
ator, who  has  been  pleas'd  to  make  fo  eafy 
a  Paiîâge  over  a  River,  which  by  the  Indi- 
ans is  nam'd  Chagre.  'Tis  from  the  Coun- 
tries that  lye  round  about  this  River,  that 
all  forts  of  Drugs,  Spices,  and  other 27y„„^^ 
rich  Commodities  are  brought  into  Europe^ spic<:s*&^Çf 
which  for  fo  many  Ages  lay  conceal'd  and 
ufelefs,  and  that  never  were  difcover'd  but 
fince  Columbus's  Voyages  thither,  and  thofe 
other  Perfons  whom  God  had  made  Choice 
of  to  introduce  the  preaching  of  the  Gofpel, 
and  the  Chriftian  Faith  into  thofe  vafl 
Countries. 

This  Abftraft  is  taken  from  the  Summary 
ot  Gon:^alez.d^  Oviedo  Comptroler  General  of 

the 
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inen  this th€  IVeJl  Indies^   who  vfâs  an  Eye-Witncfs  of 
Extna    ^n  }-,e  ]-,j5  jçf^  behind   him  in  Writing  :  He 
"''^^'^  "^"'vvas    a    PeiTon    bred    up    to    Letters,    and 
from    his   Youth    had  beftow'd  a   great  deal 
of  Pains  upon  Hiftory.     The   King   of  Spain 
chofe  him  to  he  the  Intendant^  or  InfpeEior  Cffwe- 
r<?/ of  Trade  in  the  New  World.  He  made  fcve- 
ral  Voyages    from    Spain    to  the  Indies.,   and 
from  the   Indies  to  Spain .^  to  inform  the  Em- 
peror CharlesV  .o{  the  Difcoveries  and  Atfaiis 
of  the   New  World:   This  Abftraâ  was  read 
'over  before  his  IVIajefty,  in  the  Prefence  of  fe- 
vcral  Pcrfons    who  went    the   fame  Voyage, 
and  who   would    have  contradidcd  him  if  he 
had     cndeavoiir'd     to    have    impos'd  on  his 
]Vla)efl:y  ;,  fo  that  it  mull  needs  merit  all  the 
Credit   ought  to  be  given  to  a  Man  of  Ho- 
nour and  Learning,  who  was  an  Eye-Witnefs 
of  what  he  gave  an  Account  of  lo  fo   great 
a  Monarch. 

As   we  have  already,  for  the  fake  of  the 
1-earnrd,  iet  dowt:  the  Karnes  and  Works  of 
a  great  many  Authors  that  have  treated  of 
the  Affairs  of  the  /Wr>j,  fo  we  fhall  continue 
the  fimc   Method    of   giving  a    fhort  Cata- 
logue of  them,  that  thofewho  have  theCu- 
riofity   of  being    more    thorowly    inftrufted 
in  the  Hiflory  of  the  New  World.,  may  con- 
fjlt  the   Originals    and    fee  every  thing  in 
its  full  Evrent. 
A  Cita-       ^  Treatife   to  prove  the  Sovereign  Power 
hgue  of  o^    the   Kin^'^^s  of  Caliile   over    the   Indians: 
1i:U.       Printed  in   C^w^i^ro,  in  1553. 

Doftor  'juân  Gines  de  Sepulveda.,  a  Spanijh 
Canon  very  famous  in  Europe.,  has  written  two 
Tre^.tifes  intilfd.  Démocrates  of  the  Agree- 
mem  of  War  with  the  Chrtfttan  Religion.,  and 
the  jufi  Aforizes  of  the  War  with  the  Indiafls* 
i^rinted  in  Ot7<2X'o,  in  1555.  iv-. 
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Fr.  Francifco  de  Vittoria^  a  Dominican  has 
written  two  Accounts  of  the  Indies  upon  the 
juft  Caufes  of  the  War  againfl:  the  infidels  j 
thefe  Accounts  are  to  be  found  among  ft  the 
Theological  Works  of  this  Author  printed 
in  OElavoir\  iht  Year  1585. 

Fr.  Bernardin  de  Arevalo  a  Francifcan^  has 
left  us  the  Juflification  of  the  Conqueft  of 
the  Indies  :  I  believe  this  Book  is  but  in  OEiavo^ 
for  there  is  no  printed  Copy  to  be  found  of  it. 

Fr.  Fincencio  Palavicino^  of  the  Right  of 
making  War  againfl  the  Infidels,  and  of  the 
Inflitution  of  a  good  Government,  two  Vo- 
lumes in  Latine  ^  the  Royal  Council  of  Spam 
has  given  Orders  for  receiving  thefe  Books. 

Don  Bernardo  de  Var<Tas  Machucha  wrote  a 
Defence  of  the  Conqueft  of  the  Indies  -,  Fryar 
Antonio  de  Remefal  fays  the  Reafon  of  this 
Book's  not  being  printed  in  Ociavo^  v/as  its 
being  againft  the  Bifhop  o{Chiapj>a. 

Dr.  Juan  de  Solorz.ano  Bereyra  Treafurer  of 
the  foveraign  Council  oïthtlndles^  has  compos'd 
a  !cjrnedTreatifeofth.eAfFairsofthe/w^/e/and  of 
1  he  Right  that  Û\q Spaniards  had  to  conquer  and 
keep  them  :  Printed  in  L^f/?7e,  mFoUo^  in  the  year 
1629.  The  fame  Author  has  printed  a  learned 
IVlemorial  or  Difcourfc,  containing  the  Me- 
thod that  ought  to  be  obferv'd  by  the  Royal 
Council  of  the  Indies  in  their  publick  Afts: 
Printed  \n  Folio   in  the  Year  1629. 

Don  Pedro  Martyr  d^  Angler ia^  who  V/as  one 
of  the  Royal  Council  of  the  Indies^  has  compo- 
fed  eight  Decades  in  Latine^  of  which  only  the 
three  firft  are  in  Print.  A  fécond  Edition  of 
them  in  O[havo^  in  the  Year  1536  is  to  be 
had,  of  which  the  Abbot  Trithemius  takes  no 
Notice.  They  were  all  printed  in  Follo^  in 
.  1 536,  this  ImpreiTion  is  much  better  than  that 
ia  1587.  R  The. 
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The  Hiflory  of  the  Wefl-Indies  taken  from 
the  Mémoires  of  Don  Pedro  Martyr  :  Printed 
in  Italian  in  Quarto^  in  the  Year  1 534.  'Tis  to 
be  met  with  in  the  Duke  of  Sefa's  Library. 
Of  the  Illands  newly  difcover'd,  of  their  In- 
habitants and  their  Cuftoms  in  Latine  :  This 
Treatifc  it  feems,  is  a  Sequel  of  the  Decades 
of  the  Year  i  $87. 

Doctor  Pedro  Savorgnano  infertcd  this  laft 
Treatife,  among  his  Latine  Works,  with  three 
of  Ferdina*7do  CortezJ's  Letters,  printed  in  Folio^ 
in  the  Year  1532. 

Giovanni  Battijla  Ramufio  has  made  an  A- 
bridgement  of  thcfe  Decades  in  Italian^  and 
inferted  them  in  his  third  Tome 

Juan  Paul  Adartiriz^o  dcfcended  from  Don 
Tedro  Martyr^  known  by  the  Works  he  has 
printed,  has  trandated  his  Great  Grand-Fa- 
ther's Decades  into  the  Cafiiltan  Language. 

Gonz.alez.  Fernandez,  d*  Oviedo  has  COmpil'd  a 
general  Hiftoryof  the  Indies  in  fifty  Books.  The 
firft  Tome  printed  in  FoUo^  la  the  Year  1547, 
contains  nineteen  of  them,  with  eight  Books  of 
Misfortunes  and  Shipwrecks  :  Giovanni  Battifia 
Ramufio  has  tranflated  this  Tome  into  Italian^ 
and  placed  it  in  his  third  Volume  with  the 
Books  of  Shipwrecks,  which  makes  thetwcn^ 
ticth  of  his  Hiftory. 

John  Opoleur  has  tranflated  the  fix  fîrft  Books 
into  French  :  Printed  in  Folio^  in  1 5  56. 

Diego  de  la  Tobilla  wrote  a  Treatife  call'd 
La  Barica.  'Tisa  Hiftory  of  the  Terra  fir md 
of  the  Indies  :  Antonio  de  Herrera  had  a  Ma- 
nufcript  of  it,  and  'tis  by  his  Means  we  came 
to  the  Knowledge  of  that  Work. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XXIV. 

An  AbJlraB  of  the  Generxl  Hifiory  of  the 
Weft-Indies,  written  by  Gonzalez  Fer- 
dinand d  'Oviedo  in  twenty  Books ^  and 
dedicated  to  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 


T""^IS  not  of  India  lying  towards  the  'E^^  Authority 
X,  near  the  Rivers  Indus  and  Ganges  thaf^  '^**  M- 
his  Hiftory  gives  an  Account  \  bat  of  the^^'"'>'' 
■Vefi-Indies  which  are  the  Iflands,  and  Terra 
Frrma  in  the  weftern  Ocean,  fubjeâ:  to  the 
3rown  of  S^ain^  ever  fince  their  firft  Difco- 
/ery  by  Chrifiopher  Columbus.  Altho'  we  have 
îlrcady  given  you  an  Abridgment  of  thofe 
things  that  Ferdinand  d'  Oviedo  related  in  the 
Conferences  he  had  with  the  Emperour  Charles 
v.  and  the  Prefidents  of  the  Royal  Council  af- 
ter the  Voyage  he  made  from  the  new  World 
to  5/?^/«,  we  cannot  forbear  retouching  a  little 
upon  them  in  this  Place.  This  Hiftory  then 
merits  fo  much  the  more  Credit,  in  that  the 
Author  has  been  an  Eye-Witnefs  of,  and 
carefully  examin'd  whatever  he  relates,  having 
liv'd  two  and  twenty  Years  in  the  Indies  during 
the  Reigns  of  Charles  V.  and  ferdinandl.  in  qua- 
lity of  /«ype^or-General  of  the  Gold-Mines. 
iFlrny  fays  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Hiftory 
that  he  will  relate  things  which  he  has  read 
in  four  thoufand  Volumes,  a  very  laborious 
Task  indeed  ^  but  when  we  have  fet  down 
all  we  have  met  with  in  reading,  we  can  but 
relate  ic  upon  the  Teftimony  and  good  Cre- 
R  2  dit 
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dit  of  the  Authors,  who  are  not  always  to  be 
depended  on,  whereas  there  is  lefs  Danger 
of  being  cheated,  where  a  Man  has  been  an 
Eye  Witnefs  ;  and  this  is  the  Diference  be- 
Tk Indies ^*'^^^'^  P/i;?/s  natural  Hiftory,  and  that  of 
wot  uv-  Gonz^ales  Ferdinand  d^  O  vie  do.  Some  People 
itjown  to  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  New  World  difco- 
th:  Ami.  ye|->J  i^l  thefe  laft  Ages  by  Cbriftoper  ColumhuSy 
^^^^'  and  Americus  P^efpucius  was  utterly  unknown 
to  the  Anctems^  yet  it  is  however  highly  pro- 
bable they  had  fome  Knowledge  of  it  ;  for 
Ariflotle  fays  poficively  that  the  Carthaginian 
Merchants^  having  pafs'd  the  Streights  of  Gi- 
braltar and  penetrated  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
difcover'd  a  great  Ifljnd  full  of  wild  Beafts 
that  never  had  b^en  inhibited  by  Men.  They 
alfo  found  in  it  large  Woods,  navigable  Ri- 
vers, and  a  Land  abounding  with  all  forts 
of  Fruits  that  Nature  had  produc'd  fpon- 
tancoufly.  Anftotle  adds,  that  this  Ifland 
was  very  far  diltant  from  Africa^  that  the 
Carthaginians  did  not  land  there  till  after 
a  great  many  Days  Sail,  and  that  being 
charm'd  with  the  Beauty  of  and  Fruitfulnefs 
of  the  Place,  they  fettl'd  themfclves  there. 
This  Opinion  oïAriftotWs  would  make  us  con» 
jedurc,  that  the  Carthaginians  landed  either 
at  HifpanioU^  Cuba  J  or  fomewhere  on  the  Coaft 
of  the  Terra  Firma.  'Tis  not  altogether  un- 
likely that  the  Hefperian  Iflands  Co  famous  for 
Antiquity,  took  their  Name  from  Hefperus 
the  fécond  King  of  Spain,  it  being  the  Cu* 
ftom  among  the  Ancients  to  give  to  Kingdoms^ 
and  Provinces,  the  Kames  of  thofc  who  had 
founded  or  conquer'd  them.  Thus  the  AJJy- 
rians  took  their  Kame  from  Ajfur,  the  Lydians 
from  Lydus^  the  Jjmaelites  from  Jjmael,  the  Am- 
monites 
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nonites  and  A'Ioabites  from  3/tf-fî^  and  jimmon^ 
the  Perfians  from  Perfeus^  the  Phx/ncians  from 
Phœnix  Brother  of  Cadmus-^  the  £^y/'^M;?jfrom 
"  ofz/i  their  King,  the  Armenians  from  Arme- 
,  who  was  one  of  the  Argo7tautes  that  aflifted 
";«  in  the  Conqueft  of  the  Golden  Fleece  ^ 
i;id  in  a  Word  the  Arcadians  from  Arcas^  the 
Son  of  Jupiter.  Sometimes  Conquerors  gave 
Names  to  thofe  Towns  they  had  built,  ei- 
ther as  a  Mark  of  Honour,  or  to  eternize 
their  Memories  and  Glory  i  and  'tis  upon  this 
Account,  Alexandria^  and  Cefaria^  were  fo 
called  from   Alexander  and  Cœfar. 

Succeeding  Ages  ought  to  have  the  greatefl:  ivi^«i;/„^ 
Veneration    for    the   Memory    of  Chrifiopherhow  m- 
Columhus^  who  has  taught  Mankind  the  Art^^^^^'^t'^ 
of    Sailing    by    the    Elevation    of    the   Sun^^°'^"^' 
and  Stars  ^   few  before   his   Time    car'd  for 
making    Voyages,  and  the   Pilots   that    pre- 
ceded him,  durft  never  lofe  Sight  of  Land,  or 
ever  trult  themfelves  in  the  open  Sea,  for  they 
had  no  certain  Rule  to  goby,  but  fail'd  at  a 
Venture,  without  either  Art  or  Judgement  : 
Columbus    addielt   himfelf   firft  to    PJenry  V\\'7ort>hom 
Father  oï Henry  Vlll.  King  oî England^  oïYtx'in^he  jirji  ai- 
to  go  and   difcover  in  his   Name  thofe   vaft'^'"'^(^  ^'^'''- 
Countries,  provided  he  would  contribute  to-*^^-/* 
wards  the   neceifary    Expences  of  fitting  out 
Sliips  -,  but  the  privy  Council  of  England  be- 
lieving Columbus  to  be  fomewhat  crack-brain'd, 
]  cjcdcd  his  Propofal.     Meeting  with  no  bet- 
,  tir   a   Reception  from   John   King  oi  Portugal ^By  rchom 
he  went  into   Spam   where  being  favourably  ^''■^''v\'^' 
rcceiv'd  by  Don  i-/ew-/^wfz,<^e  Gwz-w.vw  Duke  of^''^^.' 
JlfedinaSidonia^  and  Don  Lewis  delaCerda^  he  bv  M^jm-, 
their  means  had  Audience  of  King  FcrdinaKd  and 
Queen  JJabella:  He  was  alfo    fo  iortunat*^  as 
to  get  in  Favour  with  Don  Conx.akz.  d;  Afen- 
R  3  ^^5?.< 
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doz.a  a  Cardinal  of  Spain,  and  Archbifhop  o! 

Toledo^  who  was  extreamly    furpriz'd  at  th( 

great  Learning  and  Poverty  of  Cotumbus,  whc 

at  that  Time  was  deflitute  of  NecefTarics  foi 

his    Support.     The  King   and  Queen  having 

refblv'd   to  drive  all  the  Moors  out  of  Spam^ 

were  at  that  Time  at  the   Siege  of  Granada 

In  the  Year  1492  they  granted  Columbm  what 

he   demanded,  with  Ships  and  Men  to  aflifl 

him  in  his  great  Undertaking. 

Where  he       He  landed  at  the  Ifle  of  Guanahani  in  Oc- 

frft landed tober,  the  very  fame  Year,   and  difcovcr'd  a 

vafl:  Number  of  little  Iflands  lying  all  round 

about,  which  he  nam'd  the  White  IJlands^  be- 

caufe  of  the    prodigious    Quantity  of  Sands 

thatfurrounded  them, and  made  them  look  of  a 

whitilh  Colour  :  Afterwards  he  nam'd  them  the 

Trime  Iflands  bccaufc  they  were  the  firfl:hc  had 

jTkre  d/-(jifcover'(.I.He  landed  next  at  the  Iflandof  O//'^?. 

terrvurds.  y^hich  is  but  twelvc  Leagues  farther  towards 

the  North  :i  fomcof  the /;7<5//rf;7jimbark'd  with 

him,  and  conducted  him  to  Cebao^  which  he 

Tkr/Vfeff?  afterward  s  named  HifpauioU -^  and  it  is  there 

^^^^        the  richeft;  Mines  are,  which  produce  the  fi- 

nefl:   Gold.     The  hidians  of  thofe   Countries 

are  of  a  fweet  and  affable  Temper,  they  foon 

grew  familiar  with  the  Chriftians,  tho'  upon 

their  firft  landing  they    fcamper'd  into    the 

Woods  to    fave  themfelves.     This  made  the 

Admiral    refolve  upon    leaving  fome  of    his 

own  Men  amongfl:  them,  whilft  he  went  back 

to    give  the  Court  an  Account  of  his    new 

.  ,        Difcoverics.     Accordingly  he  order'd  a  little 

Ten  xnd    ^^^^     ^^  Intrcnchmcnt  or    Fort    to    be  built 

hivis       with  the    Planks    of  one  of   his    Ships  that 

fome  Mb»  was   leaky,    to   flicker  and    fecure  his  Men,' 

behpid.      if  |-i^ç  Indians  fliould  attempt  to  infillt  them. 

Upon- 
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Jpon  his  Departure  he  ftriclly  enjoyn'd 
hem  to  be  always  upon  their  Guard,  not  to 
amble  too  far  up  into  the  Country,  not 
0  touch  the  Women,  nor  to  offer  any  Man- 
er  of  Incivility  to  the  Natives.  Tahesrvith 

Columbus  took  about  a  Dozen  Indians  aboard /&/»!  fome 
v'ith  him  as  Witnefles  of  his  new  Ui^co^^- Natives  to 
ies  and  in  the  Name  of  all  the  Inhabitants'^''^<'w^£f* 
fall  the  Iflands,  to  do  homage  to  their  Catho- 
ick  Majcfties.     He  alfo  defign'd  to  have  them 
aught  the  Spanijli  Language  and  by  Ihowing 
hem  the  Riches  and  Curiofities  of  Europe^  to 
ngage  their  AfFedion    towards  his    Nation. 
The  Court    of  Spain  exprefs'd  a  great  dealj-;?,^  ^^^^ 
f  Joy  at  the  fight   of   Columbus  and  his  In-re]oyces  at 
'lans  whom  they  look'd  upon    as   extraordi-*"^»//»-». 
lary  Men,  having  never  feen  any  of  them  in 
:wrope  before.     All  of  them  earneltly  defiredf"'^'.^^'^ 
'aptifm^  either  of  their  own  Accords,  or  elfe"*"^^^^^^' 
Tompt'd  to  it,  by  the  Inftigation  of  others, 
rhe  King  and   Queen,  their   Son  Don  Juan 
nd    the    cheif    Lords    and    Ladies    of  the 
Court  were  the  Godfathers  and  Godmothers, 
fhis  Ceremony  was  perform'd    with  all   rhe 
fomp  and  Magnificence  that  fuch  a  Novel- 
y  could  require  :   One   of  the  principal  In- 
dians was    chriflenM   by    the  Name  of  Don 
'uanoï  Arragon  ^  he  was  originally  a  Native 
if  Hifpantola^  and    a    near   Relation  of  the 
'Cacique  Goalanagare.     Another  was  nam'd  Don 
^uan  of  Caftile^  him  the  young  Prince  adop- 
ed   and    kept   in   his    Court,    treating    him 
nth.   the  fame  Refpeft  and   indulgence  as  if^"-{  ^•^- 
e  had  been  his  own  Child.     He  order'd  his '"'-Z^'^' 
freafurcr  to  inftrudf  him  in  the  Spanijh  Tongue 
?hich  he  afterwards  underftood  to  perfec?jon, 

as 
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bïs'Xj  ^^  ^^  ^'^  ^y^'*y  ^^'"s  ^^^^  ^^^v  ^^^^  p^^3s'd 

lTntHo-\^  teach  him.  The  other /W;*zwj  went  back 
wottarfeweinto  their  own  Country  with  Columbus^  on 
A/jw.  whom  the  King  and  Queen  conferr'd  a 
great  many  Honours  with  Abundance  of 
Thanks  for  the  important  Service  he  had 
done  the  Crown,  giving  him  leave  to  add 
to  his  Coat  of  Arms  thofe  of  Arrafon  and 
Caftile^  with  the  Title  of  perpetual  Admiral 
of  the  Seas  in  the  A^<?ip  World,  to  him  and 
his  Heirs  for  ever. 


C  HAP. 
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CHAP.    V. 

The  Colonies  fettled  in  the  Ne^v  World,  by 
the  Jdmiral  Chriilopher  Columbus. 

HAving  already,  in  the  Preceeding  Abridg- 
ments, fpoken  concerning   the  Voyages 
and  Adventures  of  Columbm^  wq  will  not  trou- 
ble the  Reader  with  a  neediefs  Repetition  there- 
of ill  this  Place  ;  but  proceed  to  give  a  Rela- 
tion of  certain  Particulars,  not  mention'd  by 
thofe  Authors,  of  whom  wegavethofe  Abridg- 
ments.    Thç  Indians  y GX^d  to  the  Heart,  to  fee  j/^^  jn^j. 
the  Enropeans  fettled  among  them,  refolv'd  to  ans  snJe.i- 
iTiake  themperifh  by  Hunger  v  and  for  that  Pur- "^ow  to 
pofe  forbore  to  fow  and  cultivate  their  Lands  ^-^'^'^'^^^f 
fo,  that,  moft  ofthe  Spaniards  dy'd  miferably  for  ^P*'"^^"^^ 
want  of  Food  :  However,  the  Indians  were  not 
exempted  from  the  fame  Punifhment^  vaft  Num- 
bers of  them  being  flarv'd  to  Deaths  becauie 
the  Furofeans  feiz'd  and  carry'd  off  what  Stores 
they  had  bid  up  for  their  own  Subfiftance: 
Notwithftanding  this,  the  Spaniards  were  re- 
duc'd  to  fuch  Extremities,  that  they  wereforc'd 
feed  upon  Dogs,   and  what    other   living 
N^.^atures  they  had  brought  along  with  them 
out  of  Spain  ^  and,  when  thefe  were  all  confum'd, 
they  had  recourfc  to  the  Fkfli  of  Serpents, 
which,  tho' it  was  not  venemous,  yet  the  very 
Sight  thereof  was  very  naufeous  to  the  Europe' 
0ns  -^  they  drefs'd  it  as  well  as  they  could,  they 
boil'd  theybroil'd  it,  to  make  it  foraewhat  a- 
greeable  to  their  Stomachs ^  but  in  fpite  of  all 
ttieir  Care,  this  bad  NouriOiraent,  join'd  to  the 
moiltnefs  of  tlie  Climate,  threw  them  into  a 
fort  of2W/oip74«ffdVcf,  which  proving  incurable, 

S  their 
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their  Countenance  continuM  for  ever  after  of  a 
Saffron  Colour. 

Capt-ûin  Don  Pedro  Afargarh^  Commander  in 
Chief  in  the  Fort  of  St.  Thomas  performed  an 
Action  very  well  dcfcrving  to  be  recorded  in 
Hiftory  :  He  was  reduced  to  the  fame  extremity 
as  the  refh  of  the  Sfuniards  were.  A  young 
IndUn  prefentcd  him  with  two  Turtles,  but  he 
let  them  fly  immediately,  in  Sight  of  hisGar- 
rifon  :  God  forbid^  faid  he  to  them,  /  {Iwuld  put 
a  greater  Valnt  upon  my  oven  I  ife  than  yours  \  and 
fiTJce  yoM  are  wiRing  to  (liare  yo;<r  Fate  with  mine^  ^tis 
but  Renfun  1  jJjonUi  take  part  in  yonr  S^ijfnings, 
ThisHeroiqne  Ad^ion  gain'd  no  {iiiall  Applaufe 
and  Afftâion  to  the  Commander,  from  his 
Garri(on. 

A'fichael  Dinf^  a  Native  of  yirragon,  happen- 
ing to  wound  dangeroufly  another  Spaniard  in  a 
Duel,  was  forc'd  to  ïà\t  himfelt  by  Flight,  with 
fbme  few  others  of  his  Adherents.     In  their 
Travels,  they  cfpy'd  a  very  delightful  Place, 
which  prov'd  an  Indian  Plantation  moft  com- 
modioudy   firnated    (where  lince  the  City  of 
Domingo  was  built)  under  the  Government  of  a 
Cacifjue.     This  Lady  being  as   yet  very  young, 
fell  in  Love  with  Aîiihael  Dias^  w h ofe  Compa- 
nions met  with  a  kind   Reception  there  on  hit 
account.    She  difcover'd  certain  Gold-Mines, 
not  above  Seven  L,«agues   fiom    thence,  and 
told  them,     that,    if  they   would  bring   thi- 
ther a  greater  Number  of  their  Country-men, 
She  would  furnifh  them  with  all  manner  of  Nc- 
j         .  ceflaries.     This  happy  Chance  faved  the  Lives 
ards/lv/'V^^  ^^^^  Remainders   of  the  Spaniards  in  tholc 
thtmfchcs  Parts,  moll  of  ivhom  fettled  themfelves  in  the 
fihout  St.  Dominions  of  this  CadcjHe^  who  took  effeétual 
Djuiir^o.  Care  to  provide  them  with  Guides,  whocon- 
dudcd  them  thither  ^  the  Spamjh  Settlements  be- 
ing above  50  Leagues  from  theuce.  The 
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The  Spaniards  highly  tiken  with  the  Fertility, 
Plenty  and  Beauty  of  the  Place,  lived  therefor 
fome  time  in  a  perfect  Union,  till  this  good 
Correfpondence  was  diflurb'd  by  the  indifcrect 
and  prepofterous  Zeal  of  Father  Bail^  who  ex- 
claimM  lowdly  againlt  the  Admiral's  Severity  ; 
becaufe  he  had  caus'd  fome  Spaniards  to  be 
hang'd,for  aTerror  to  the  reft,the  better  to  keep 
them  in  their  Duty,  it  being  one  of  his  Maxims, 
That  no  good  Difcipline  can  be  maintain'd  a- 
mong  Soldiers,  without  keeping  them  in  Awe 
?-nd  Obedience.  But,  whenever  he  made  Ufe  of 
his  Authority,  this  Father  exclaim'd  againlt  his 
Proceedings,  as  favouring  too  much  of  Severity 
and  Cruelty  ^  and,  being  there  in  the  Quality  of 
the  Popes  Vicar,  at  lall  launch'd  out  his  Inter- 
dits againfl  the  Admiral,  and,  by  his  abfolute 
Authority  forbid  Divine  Service  to  be  per- 
form'd  in  the  Churches.     This  Mifunderftand-  , 

ing  proved  the  Caufe  of  great  Mifchief  and  f/,^(^7L 
Diibrders  among  the  Europeans  :  For,  the  Ad-  Spaniards 
mirai,  to  be  even  with  the  Vicar,  would  not 
fiiffer  him  and  his  Family  to  be  furnifli'd  with 
vi/hat  was  neceflary  for  their  Subfiftance,  where- 
by they  were  reduced  to  the  laft  Extremity. 
The  Chief  Men  of  the  Colony,  at  laft,  brought 
Matters  to  a  Reconciliation  between  them  ^  but 
that  proved  of  no  long  Continuance:  For,  fo 
often  as  the  Admiral  was  for  punilhing  Crimi- 
nals according  to  their  Deferts,  the  other 
thunderM  out  his  Excommunication,  and  Di- 
vine Service  ceas'd,  to  the  no  fmall  Terror  of 
^\]  the  good  Cathclicks,  who  faw  themfelves  at 
îaft,  under  a  Necefiity,  of  petitioning  the  King 
of  Spain  to  put  an  End  to  thefe  Diforders  by  his 
Authority.  Hereupon  both  the  Admiral  and 
the  Vicar  were  recail'd  ;  but  the  King,  in  re- 
Iped^  of  the  Signal  Services  of  Coiurnhnf^  gave 
S  z  him 
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him  another  CommifTion  to  return  to  the  Nev 
Worldy  recommending  to  him,  toadt  with  more 
Moderation,  and  with  fometbins  Icfs  of  Seve- 
rity. The  Sraninrils  ale  naturally  inclin'd  to 
warlike  Adions,  and  being  of  a  bot  Temper 
and  Conflitution,  are  apt  to  fall  intointelline 
Didenfions,  if  they  have  no  foreign  Enemies  to 
exercife  thei**  Valonr  upon  -,  befides  that,  the 
Sfaniards  who  were  fir  ft  of  all  tranfported  in- 
to the  New  World^  confifting  of  Brifcayans^ 
CatalonianSy  ^tidalufians^  j^rragonians^  Gallcians^ 
Cd/liliafis^  hcfides  tiiofe  of  Gitipitz.coa^  Navarre 
and  Afiuria^  Nations  different  both  in  their 
Manners  and  Language,  tho'  all  united  in  the 
Sp.inijh  Monarchy,  what  wonder  is  it,  if  they 
did  fall  into  intelUne  OilTenlions  in  the  Indies. 

'Twas  this  that  furniihM  the  neighbouring 
Indian  Cacicjiies,  with  a  favourable  Opportunity 
Oivesthe  of  entring  into  a  League  againft  the  Spaniards  .• 
IndiansrtH  They  brought  into  the  Field  five  orfixThou- 
^PP^^["^"' Çand  Men,  with  an  Intention  to  take  and  raze 
voUiuJ'     '^^'*  Fort,   and  to  put  the  Europeans  to  the 
Sword,     ^lonfo  d'  Hogieda^  who   then    com- 
manded in  that  Fort,  having  got   Intelligence 
of  their    March,    was  continually    upon    his 
Guard,   to  avoid  a  Surprize,  and  upon  their 
Approach  to  the    Fort,   repuls'd    them  with 
great  Slaughter,  and  took  their  Chief  Cacie^ue, 
who  commanded  as  General,  with  many  other 
Officers  of  Note,  Prifoners.     I'his  Cacicjue  had 
a  Brother,    who  having  the  Reputation  of  a 
firave  Commander  among  the  Indians^  gather'd 
a  Body  of  6000  or  7000  Men,    to  force  the 
Spaniards  to  releafehis  Brother  ;  whilft  he  was 
advancing  in  five  Brigades  towards  the  Fort  of 
St.  Thomas,  the  Governour  made  a  Sally  with 
300  Horfe  and  Foot,  and  the  Indians  terrify 'd 
at    the  Sight  of   the  Fiorfe    betook    them- 

felves 
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felves  to  their  Heels,  without  ftriking  one 
Blow  ^  a  great  Number  of  them  were  kill'd  in 
%the  Flight,  and  the  Brother  of  the  Caciqtte^ 
with  the  beft  Part  of  his  Army,  was  taken  Pri- 
foners.  The  two  Brothers  were  put  a-board  a 
VefTel  to  be  carry'd  to  S]}ain^  but  dy'd  in  that 
Voyage  of  Grief  and  Defpair. 

This  Vidory  rendering  the  Spaniards  Mafters  • 

of  all  that  Country,  which  is  very  rich  and 
fertile,  fourteen  petty  Kings  join'd  their 
Forces,  to  the  Number  of  15000,  to  chafe 
them  from  their  New  Conquefls,  at  a  time 
which  they  thought  the  moll  favourable  that 
could  be,  to  compafs  their  Aim  :  For,  the 
Chriflians,  under  the  Command  of  Don  Bar- 
tholomew Columhm^  were  reduced  to  a  fmall 
Number,  moil  of  them  being  dead  by  the  in- 
juries of  the  Climate,  and  bad  Nourifhment, 
and  they  expeded  daily  a  new  Reinforcement, 
under  Chn'fiopher  ColumbHi^  which  induc'd  the 
Indians  to  haflcn  their  March,  in  order  to  at- 
tack the  Spaniards,  before  the  Arrival  of  this 
Succours.  Barthtlomew  Columbm  fearing  they 
might  fet  Fire  to  the  Fort,  did  not  think  fit  to 
cxped  their  coming  thither  ;  but  drew  out  his 
Forces,  to  the  Number  of  500,  mod  Horfe- 
men,  and  marching  the  greatefl  part-  of  the 
Night,  furpriz'd  the  Indians  in  their  Camp  be- 
fore Day,  and  put  them  to  an  entire  Rout  with 
a  great  Slaughter,  taking  as  many  Prifoners  as 
they  could  difpofe  of,  the  reft  efcap'd  under 
favour  of  the  Night.  Among  the  Prifoners  They  are 
were  the  Chief  of  tjie  Kings,  and  fourteen M-^"^'^ ^7 
Caciques.  This  Vidory  gain'd  fo  vaft  a  Reputa-  ^'5'^  ^P'^' 
tion  to  the  Chriftians,  among  the  Indians^  that  ^^^^^  ^' 
they  laid  afide  all  furtherThoughts  of  encounter- 
ing them,  being  fenfible  they  were  not  able  to 
cope  with  them.  The  Spànijh  Commander , 
S   3  the 
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the  better  to  gain  the  Affedion  of  the  Indians^ 
Çèt  the  King  at  Liberty,  who,  in  Ackoowledg- 
rnent  of  fb  unexpefted  a  Favour,  for  ever  after 
proved  a  true  Friend  to  all  the  Chriftians  that 
came  into  his  Dominions. 

About  the  fame  time  Admiral  Columbus  being 
come  back  from   Spain^  prepar'd    for  his  in. 
tended  Voyage  for  the  Str eighty  (he  fuppos'd 
he  fhould  find)   into  the  Sonth-Sea  -,  but  was 
miftaken  in  his    Suppofition,    the  Streight  he 
judg'd  to  be  a  Branch  of  the  Ocean,  being  no 
more  than  a  Bay,  as  fhall  be  (hewn  in  its  proper 
Place.     Don  Antonio  Torres^  and  Bobadda^  who 
commanded  a  Body  of  Land  Forces,  having  ta- 
ken a  Refolution  to  return  into  5p;>z  with  their 
Troops,  would  give  no  Ear  tn  the  wholefome 
Advice  of  the  Admiral,  who  being  well  ac 
quainted  with  thofe  Scas,rcprefentcd  to  them  the 
Danger  they  would  undergo  of  being    Ship- 
vvrack'd,  if  they  undertook  the  Voyage  at  that 
Scafon,  for  which  they  paid  dearly  foon  after  \ 
For,  fcarce  had  they  made  20  Leagues,  but  be- 
^t»     .„  ing  farpri'z'd    by   a    moft  furious    Tcmpeft, 
Viijs^lofl.  twenty'  fix  large  VelRls,  out  of  thirty,    were 
either fwallow'd  up  in  the  Deep,  or  ftavd  a- 
g.iinft  the  Rocks,  and  all  thofe  vaft  Riches  they 
had  gathered  in  the  AVm  lV(jrld\o^\  befides  500 
Men    drown'd,   among    whom     was    Rowland 
Ximenea.  Ring- leader  of  thofe  who  had  revolt- 
ed againfl  the  Admiral  and  his  Brother. 
Chrifto-        The  Admiral  himfclf,   after  many  Difcove- 
phcr  Co-  ries  made  in  Ijis  Voyage,  arriv'd  on  the  Coaft 
Limbus     of  Jamaica^  where,  having  lofl  two  of  his  Ships, 
arrives  at  j^g  thought  it  his  fafcll  way,  to  give    Notice  of 
J  imaica.   j^j^  ^^j^^g  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Govefnour  of  the  New 

Worlds  then  refidin"  at  Dvminqo.  One  D/V-ro 
A'fendez.  was  fo  courageous,  as  to  p't  himfelf 
into  a  Canocy  under  the  Coûdu(!t  of  fome  //r- 

dians  j 
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dians ,  not  without  a  mofl;  manit'efl:  Danger  of 
his  Life,  fince  thefe  Canoes  being  very  light, 
are  tiirn'd  topfy-turvy  by  theleaftBlallofWind, 
which  is  the  Reafbn,  they  always  keep  near 
the  Shores  however,  he  had  the  good  Fortune 
to  fucceed  in  his  Voyage,  contrary  to  every 
bodies  Hopes  ;  the  Admiral  did  not  negltd  to 
reward  fo  hazardous  a  Piece  of  Service,  and  of 
fuch  vaft  Confequence  to  him  ^  and  the  Spaniflj 
Court,  to  eternalize  the  Memory  of  fo  fervice- 
able  an  Adion,  belides  o,ther  Rewards,  added  a 
Canoe  to  his  Coat  of  Arms. 

The  Viceroy  was  no  fooner  inform'd  of  the 
prefent  Condition  the  Admiral  was  in,  by  his 
Letter,  but  he  bought  a  VefTel,  and  having 
furnifh'd  it  with  all  manner  of  necefTary  Pro- 
lions,  fent  it  immediately  to  conduà  him 
and  his  Company,  to  HiffanioU.  Moll  of 
them  were  lick,  and  much  weaken'd  by  the 
Fatigues  of  the  Voyage,  and  thofe  that  were 
as  yet  fit  for  Service,  revolted  againft  the  Ad. 
mirai,  being  headed  by  two  Brothers,  Francis 
and  Diego  de  Porrat^  one  of  which  was  a  Captain 
of  a  Ship,  and  the  other  Pay-mafter  of  the 
Forces.  They  feiz'd  upon  all  the  Indian  Canoes^ 
with  an  Intent  to  crofs  over  to  HifpanioU 
but  molt  of  them  were  fwallow'd  up  by  the 
Sea,  few  only  returning  to  the  Admiral,  but 
oot  to  their  Duty.  For,  the  two  Brothers  per-  ^"  ^"' 
filling  in  their  Mutiny,  he  faw  himfelf  oblig'd  gJ^'J'^!"' 
to  reduce  them  by  Force  of  Arms,  which  was  tbeS\xim' 
foon  done  ;  they  were  routed,  their  two  Ring.  ards. 
leaders  taken  Prifoners,  and  the  Mutiny  queird. 
This  was  the  firll  Engagement  that  happened 
betwixt  the  Chriftians  in  the  A^ew  World. 

The  Indians  fully  inform'd  ot  the  Diirenfions 

$imong  the  E^ropeans^  lefolvM  to  conceal  their 

yrovi^ons,    to   reduce   them  to   the   utmofl 

S  ^  Famine^ 
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Famine  ;  But,  no  fooner  had  theAdmiral  got  No- 
tice of  their  Refolution,  but   calling  together 
the  Chiefeft  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifle,  told 
them  in  a  fhort  Harange,  That,   he  could  fore- 
tell them,  they  would  all  perifli  by  the  Plague, 
unlefs  they  furnifh'd  the  Chriftians  with  every 
thing  they  flood  in  need  of  ^  And,  added  he,  to 
convince  you  that  my  Predidion  will  prove  true, 
I  would  have  you  take  notice,  that  fuch  and 
^h '^^^'-  ^"^^  ^  ^^^*  ^°"  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  Moon  all  on  Fire, 
iumbus°'  ^°^  ^*^°"^  ^^^^^  difappear.    For,  he  being  well 
mpfes     vers'd   in  Ajlronomy^  it  was  eafie  for  him,  by 
upm  the    the  Rules  of  that  Art,  to   foretel  them,  that 
mduns    the  Moon  fhould  be  cclipsM  at  fuch  a  certain 
by  foretel-  minute,    as  he   mention'd  to    them.     All  the 
^"rT  f  i"^*^"^  affembled  at  the  prefix'd  time,  to  fee 
VheMoon.  ^^^  Efleds  of  his  Predidion,  and  perceiving 
the  Moon  adually  cclips'd,  they  were  Itruck 
with  fuch  an  Amizcment,  that  they  could  not 
but  believe,  he  would  certainly  make  them  all 
dye  of  the  Plague.    They  threw  themfelvcs  at 
Celuminii  his  Feet,  imploring    his  Mercy  with 
moft  doleful  Cries,  promifTing  they  would  fur- 
nifli  him  and  his  Company  with   every  thing 
they  Ihould  (land  in  need  of,  and  at  parting 
gave  him  mofl:  evident  Teftimonies  of    their 
Grief,  to  fee  thsmfelves  bereav'd  of  the  Aiïift* 
ancc  of  a  Man,  whom  theylook'd  upon,  as  a 
Mellenger  from  Heaven,  for  their  Prefervation. 
Soon  after  he  return'd  to  Spain,  where  he  dy'd 
of  Age,  at  the  beginning   of  the    Reign  of 
Fhilip  and  Queen  Jo.in.    Spain  itmds  indebted 
to    him    for   the    Difcovery    of    thofe  rich 
Countries,  which  have  diffus'd  their  vaft  Pro- 
duis and  Treafures  through  Etirope-^  and  God 
waspleas'dto  make  this  great  Man  his  Inftru- 
ment,  to  open  the  Door  to  the  Preachers  of 
the  Gofpel,  for  the  Gonveriioa  of  fo  many 

Millions 
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iviiijious  of  People,  who  groan'd  under  the 
Slavery  of  the  Devil,  and  fpent  their  Lives  in 
the  Darknefs  of  Paganifra. 


Millions 
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The  Churches  and  Clergy  of  Hifpaniola  ; 
with  a,  Defcrtption  of  the  mofi  remarka- 
ble  things  m  the  City  of  St.  Domingo. 

TH  E  King  of  Sfdn  and  Qneen  "Joan  his 
Daughter,  order'd  a  very  fine  Cathedral 
to  be  built  at  St.  Domingo  •  whereof  Father 
Gardas  de  PadicUa  a  Francifcan  was  made  the 
the  firft  Bilhop,  as  Don  Sebafiian  Ramires  was 
Prefidentof  the  Court  of  Julliceereded  in  that 
City,  and  at  the  fame  time,  Bifliop  of  the 
Church  of  the  Cof7ception  of  U  l^ega,  in  Hifpa- 
?nola.  There  is  not  a  City  in  all  iS^ain  which 
exceeds  this,  for  magnificent  and  beautifiMDcA'//'- 
Strudres  :  Here  you  may  fee  Palaces  fit  for  the  ['""  ^f^^- 
Reception  of  a  great  Prince  ^  and  as  for  its  ^°'"^'^g^- 
Situation,  the  Beanty  and  Regularity  of  its 
Streets,  and  the  Pleafantnefs  of  the  Avenues 
leading  to  it,  they  are  fuch  as  may  invite  even 
the  greateft  Monarch,  to  chufe  it  for  his  Refi- 
dence.  The  City  is  fcated  in  a  vafl:  Plain,  di- 
vided from  one  End  to  the  other,  from  North 
to  South,  by  the  River  Oz.ama,  the  Banks 
whereof  are  adorn'd  with  Gardens  well  planted 
with  Or,ange- Trees,  and  very  fine  Canes  :  On 
the  South-fide,  the  Walls  of  this  City  being 
wafh'd  by  the  Waves  of  the  Sea,  one  half  of 
its  whole  Circumference  is  enclosed  by  the  Sea 
and  the  River  :  The  Streets  are  very  broad  and 
ftrait  ;  on  that  fide  where  you  look  into  the 

Fields, 
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Fields,  you  fee  moft:  delicious  Walks,  and  vail 
Meadows  \  to  be  (hort,  all  its  Avenues  are  fo 
very  delightful,  that  it  is  impodible  to  fee  a 
finer  Situation  than  this,  the  Harbour  being 
not  above  12  or  15  Paces  from  the  City,  the 
Ships  coming  to  the  very  Houfes  of  the  Mei^ 
chants,  where  they  load  and  unload  without 
much  Trouble  and  Charge  :  Befides  that,  with. 
in  Musket-fhot  of  the  Harbour,  they  may  enter 
the  River,  which  is  of  vaft  Confequcnce  to 
Traffick. 

Francis  de  Jarai  was  the  firft  who  built  a 
Struâurc  of  Stone  in  this  Ifle  after  the  Spani(h 
Falhion,  fince  which  time  moll  of  the  other 
Spaniards  built  theirs  after  his  Model.  Von 
Diego  ColnmifOy  Vice- Admiral  of  the  Seas  of  the 
New  Worlds  and  Eldeft:  Son  to  Admiral  Chif^o^ 
fhcr  ColnmbtiSy  was  made  Sovernour  of  Hifpa" 
nioU ,  being  fupportcd  by  the  Intereft  of 
Von  Frederick  de  Toledo^  Duke  OÏ  Alba,  bccaufo 
he  had  marry 'd  his  Niece,  Mary  de  Toledo^ 
Daughter  to  Ferdinand  de  Toledo^  Grand  Com- 
mander of  Leon.  King  Philip  and  Qijeen  Joan^ 
who  fucceedcd  in  the  Throne  o{  Spain  after  t!ie 
Death  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabtlla^  had  fo  great  aa 
Ellecra  for  theDuke  of  Alba^  that  they  refufcd 
him  nothing,  whatever  he  ask'd  for  ;  fo  'tis  no 
Wonder,  if  he  with  Eafeobtain'd  the  Govera. 
meat  of  HtfpamoUy  for  Don  Diego  Column 
bo^  who,  as  we  told  you,  had  married  that 
Duke's  Niece  ^  the  Grand  Commander  of  Al» 
cantara,  who  was  Governour  of  that  Iflei 
being  recall'd  by  the  Intreagnes  of  Fonfeca 
Bifhop  of  Badajoz.^  his  private  Enemy.  Tho' 
this  Gentleman's  Place,  befides  his  own  Re- 
venue,  was  valu'd  at  8000  Ducats  a  Year,  he 
fpent  it  all  in  Acts  of  Charity,  but  efpecially  ia 
fcundiug  aa  Hofpital  ;  fo  that  he  w^s  forc'd  to 
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borrow  50  Piftoles  for  the  life  of  his  Voyage, 
when  he  was  recall'd  into  S^ain, 

Twas  in  the  Year  1509,  when  Don  Die£o 
Columho    fet  fail  for  Hifpaniola  with  the  Title 
of  Governonr-General  ^  As  he  carry'd  his  Lady  jj^^  5 
Mary  de  Tcledoalong  with  him,  a  great  Number  nifn,;ro- 
of  other  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  took  this  Op.  men  firfi 
portiinicy  of  going  along  with  them,  and  the^'^"^^-*^ 
young  Ladies,  for  the  moil  part,  made  their  ^"[^  ''•'^ 
Fortunes  there  by  Marriage.    This  was  the  firft  -^y^ijj- 
time  any  Sfamjlo  Woman  was  known  to  have  left 
her  Native  Country,  to  fettle  in  thtNew  fVorld^ 
which  proved  of  great  Confequence    to   the 
Spaniards  -,  for,  tho'  not  a  few  among  them,  had 
contraded  Marriages  with  Ifjdian  Women,  the 
greatcfl:  Part  of  them  naufeated  thera  too  much 
to  marry  them  :  Thefe  Ladies  which  came  from 
Spam  proving  a  lingular  Ornament  to  the  City  of 
St.  Domingo^  and  meeting  with  great  Encourage- 
ment there,  many  other  Gentlemen  went  thi- 
ther with  their  Wives  dnd  Families,  which  rais'd 
this  City  to  a  moft  flour ifhing  States  we  muit 
look  upon  this  as  an  Efîeét  of  God's  Mercy, 
who  would  have  his  Name  be  glorified  in  thofe 
Places,  where  the  Devil  had  bin  worfhip'd  with 
fo  much  Devotion  for  many  Ages. 

TheGrandCommander  was  not  at  ^x.. Domingo 

when  Don  Die?o  arriv'd  there  with  all  thofe  that 

accompany'd  nira  ;  but  upon  his  return  thither, 

(hew'd  a  great  deal  of  feeming  Satisfaâion  at 

the  Sight  of  him,  and  told  them,  He  was  ready 

to  obey  the  King's  Orders,  which  recall'd  him 

iintoSpatn'^  and  accordingly  fet  fail  thence  in 

ÏSeptember^  in  the  fame  Year,  1509.    Don  Diego ^ 

jupon  his  Arrival  at  St. -Dow/w^o,  had  taken  up 

i  bis  Refidence  in  the  Caflle  ;  but  his  CathoUck 

Majefty  was  pleasM  to  bellow  the  Government 

pf  that  Fo.rtrefs  upon  Michael  de  Pojfamcat,  and 

fooa- 
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foon  after  Vi'ÇionCà^t.G otmalez-Ferclwand ^Ovtedo 
a  Native  of  A-fadrid^  his  Favourite  and  Roya; 
Hiftoriographer,   Author  of  the  fame  Hiftory 
whereof    we    have   given    you  this   Ab/lraà 
The  Grand  Commander  met  with  a  moil  favour- 
able Reception  from  the  King,  as  well  on  ac- 
couat  of  the  Signal  Services  he  had  done  him  in 
the  Indies^  as  in  refpeft  of  that  ancient  Friend- 
Ihip  he  bore  him  ^  and  told  him.  He  was  hearti- 
ly forry  he  had  recall'd  him  from  his  Govern- 
ment ;  So  foon  as  the  Commander  had  given  hin: 
a  circumflantial  Relation  of  the  true  State  ol 
his  Affairs  in  the  Indies,  where  the  Natives  be- 
ing generally  inclin  d  to  that  Governour,  very 
much  regreted  his  Departure.     In  all  probabi- 
lity  he  had  foon  bin  reinftated  in  that  Poll,  had 
not  his  Death,  which  happen'd  foon  after,  pre- 
vented it. 
Bivifiom       "^^^  Departure  of  the  Grand  Commander 
fiinon?  theV^'^^'^  the  Caufe  of  no  fmall  Divilîons  and  Dif- 
Spaniardi.ordcrs  in  the  New  World,  becaufe  his  Friends  and 
Creatures,  who  had  vaft  Obligations  to  him, 
thwarted  under  hand  all  theDefigns  of  the  new 
Governour,    and  the  Court  of    Madrid   was 
pefter'd  with  continual  Petitions,  and   mutual 
Complaints  of  both  Parties.     To  check  the  fur- 
ther Progrefsof  thefe  Dévidons,  it  was  thought 
fit  to  fend  a  Lord  Chief  Juflice  into  the  Jndiei, 
to  hear  and  determine  the  Complaints,  as  well 
of  the  Governour  as  of  the  Subjects  ^  But  the 
firfl:  looking  upon  this  as  an  intreuchment  upon 
his  Prerogative  and  Authority,  Co  far  fhew'd 
his  Diilike  thereat,  that  he  receiv'd  Orders  to 
return  to  5p.;.»,  which  he  did  accordingly,  ha- 
ving fpent   vafl;  Snmms  in  this  Voyage,  with- 
out reaping  any  conlidcrable  Benefit  by  it.     The 
King's  Death,  which  happen'd  foon  after,  prov'd 
another  Misfortune  to  CoUmho,  as  well  as  to  the 

Affairs 
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Afiâirs  of  the  ludies^  which  he  had  left  «ntan- 
^led  under  no  fmall  Difficulties,  the  Lilians 
being  fickle,  inconllant  and  changeable,  which 
ivhether  it  owes  its  Origin  to  the  Air  and  Cli- 
■nate,  or  to  their  natural  Difpofition,  I  will  not 
pretend  to  determine. 

Upon  this  Occafion  it  will  not  be  improper 
:o  mention  here,  what  Queen  Ifabetta  told  Chri' 
looker  Colnmbm  on^  Day,  when  he  was  giving  her 
m  Account  of  divers  Curiolities  he  had  met 
^ith  in  the  New  Worlâ.  He  told  her  among 
Dthcr  things.  That  the  Trees  in  thofe  Parts,  did 
lot  fpread  their  Roots  into  the  Ground,  as  they 
\o'm  Eurofe^  but  on  the  Siirface  oî  the  Earth. 
The  Qiieen  asking  the  Reafon  of  this  pifFercnce, 
heanfwer'd,  That  the  Ground  being  b^trning  hot 
vithin,  by  reafon  of  the  fJ^at  of  the  Climfite^  and 
he  Surface,  on  the  contrary^  moifiend  by  the  contU 
nnal  Kains\  and  the  Roois  being  fen [ihle  of  this 
'xcejfive  Heat  and  Drynefi^  turn^  upwards^  topar^ 
take  of  the  Benefit  of  the  Moiftnefs^  on  the  Snrface 
if  the  Ground^  which  farnipes  them  with  Noiiriflj- 
tnent.  I  am  very  much  afraid^  reply'd  the  Queen, 
hat  this  Difpofition  J  and  thefe  Qnalities  of  the 
Climate^  are  infmd  into  the  Inhabitants  likewije  j 
tndthatj  04  the  Trees  do  not  take  firm  Root  there  ^ 
'0  it  will  prove  a  hard  Task  to  fix  a  fiable^  confiant  * 
und  durable  Government  there.  'Tis  certain,  that  ^  châ- 
if  you  converfc  never  fo  little  with  the  Indians^  raBer  of 
it  is  ealie  to  find  them  the  moft  fickle  and  the  t^^^  Indi- 
moft  Inconftant  of  all  Men  living,  who  never  *"^* 
ftick  to  any  thing,  and  who  fcarce  ever  know 
what  they  would  be  at  ;  the  leall  Appearance  of 
Fear,  difperfes  and  puts  them  to  Flight  *,  in 
(hort,  they  are  more  unrefolv'd,  more  weak 
and  credulous  than  Children  of  five  or  fix  Years 
Did;  and  what  is  the  worft,  is,  That  thofe 
which  are  born  from  Indian-women^  and  an  £«- 

ropean 
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rope. in  Father,  participate  to  a  very  high  De* 
grceof  their  Mother's  Infirmities. 

After  Chailes  V.  afcended  the  5/><i;;//Jj  Throne, 
lie  commanded  Don  Diego  Columbo^  to  return  to 
his  Government  of  St.  Domingo  in  the  Indies^ 
which,  as  we  told  you  before,  he  had  bin  forc'd 
to  leave  by  the  Cabals  and  Powerof  his  Enemies, 
againfl:  whom  he  had  pleaded  his  Caufe  at  Court^ 
for  five  Years  pafl. 

'Tistobe  obferv'd,  that  mofl  of  the  great 
Lords  in  Sp-tin  had  their  Fadtors  and  Creatures 
in  the  Indies^  who  forc'd  the  Indians  to  work  in 
their  Sugar-works  and  Gold-mines,  and  treated 
them  othcrwife  in  a  moft  barbarous  manner; 
of  thefe  fomc  had  loo,  others  300,  which  be- 
ing ns'd  worfe  than  Beafts  of  carriage,  every 
Day,  what  with  Hunger,  and  what  with  the 
Toils  they  underwent,  thcydrop'd  down  dead 
in  vafl  Numbers,  to  the  utter  Ruin  and  De. 
ftrudion  of  the  Natives  of  this  Ifle. 

The  continual  Calamities  thefe  poorWretclie? 

groan'd  under,  by   the  Barbarity   of  the  Spa- 

niardsj  made  them  at  laft  rcfolve  upon  a  Mu- 

j/,^l,,jj,  tiny.     Accordingly  they  got  into  a  Body  ia 

ans -/r.jjvH  C'/jn7?^«^i    time,  1522,  without  being  fufpeâed 

to  defpe-   by  any  of  the  Spaniards^  of  whom  they  mafTa- 

tatio7is      cred  not  a  few  in  the  Country,    when  they 

ALifiae^   thought  themfelves   in  the   utmoft    Security 

niard?^'    l)o«  Dre^o  Cebtmbo  no  fooner  receiv'd  the  Newî 

of  this  Revolt,   and  the  Mafiacres  committee 

by  the  Natives,  but  he  aflTembled  all  his  Forces. 

both  Horfc  and  Foot,  and  march'd  with  them  it 

purfuit  of  the  Rebels  :    On  the  fécond  Day  h( 

halted  on  the  Banks  of  the  River  Niz.ao^  when 

he  receiv'd  Intelligence,  that  they  lay  encampV 

about  four  Leagues  thence,  having  pillag'd  on( 

of  the  Spamjl)  Towns,    and  carry'd  off  everj 

■  thing  they  could,  being  refolv'd  to  do  all  th( 

Mifchie: 
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Mifchief  that  pofiibly  they  could  to  the  £«- 
ropeans  ^  which  they  would  certainly  have  effeô- 
ed  witha  Vengance,  had  not  Providence  foon 
after  determind  it  otherwife,  and  made  all 
their  Projeds  to  vanifh  into  Smoak  at  one 
Blow. 

Among  thofe  that  attended  the  Gavernour  in 
the  Army  was  Melchior  de  Caflro^  who  having 
fufier'd  much  by  the  Revolted  JnALms^  took  a- 
iong  with  him  two  Horfemen  only  (but  with- 
out the  Governours  Knowledge,  who  he  fup- 
pos'd  would  not  give  his  Confent)  and  with 
them  riding  to  his  Houfe,  found  it  miferably 
pillag'd  anddcnioliftid  :  He  then  fent  Word  to 
the  Governour,  that  be  intended  to  amufe  the 
Indians^  whilfl:  he  fhould  advance  with  his 
whole  Body,  to  attack  them  on  all  Sides. 
Hereupon  the  Governour  fent  him  Ten  Horfe- 
men, and  as  many  Foot-Soldiers,  with  whom 
he  advancM  to  the  Place  where  the  Rebels  lay 
encamp'd.  At  the  Sight  of  the  Chriftians  they 
fet  up  aloudHuzzah,  whereat  thefe  being  not 
in  the  leaft  terrify'd,  refolv'd  to  charge  them 
immediately,  without  Haying  for  any  further 
Aid,  before  they  could  fully  difcover  theif 
Number,  or  retreat,  till  they  were  join'd  by 
others  :  So,  clapping  Spurs  to  their  Horfes,they 
came  upon  them  on  a  full  Gallop,  who  bravely  ^"  -'""^ 
flood  their  Gronnd,  but  were  foon  broken  ^^/^^^j^J^^ 
however,  they  rallied  again,  and  Hood  the  ?o  gp^^^j-^. 
Brunt  a  fécond  time,  annoying  the  Chriftians  ards. 
with  their  Darts,  Stones  and  Clubs  \  but  thefe 
returning  likewife  to  the  Charge,  put  them  to 
an  entire  Rout,  with  a  great  Slaughter  of  the 
revolted  Indians^  the  remainders  whereof  faved 
themfelves  in  the  Woods.  The  Governour 
with  his  Body  coming  up  with  them  at  the  Con- 
clufion  of  the  Day,  return'd  thanks  to  God  for 
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this  fo  providential  a  Viftory,  and  fpçnt  fix 
Days  in  the  PutTuit  of  the  Revolters,  which 
being  all  taken  at  laft,  were  hang'd  for  the  moft 
part,  in  the  Fields,  to  terrifie  the  reft  from  at- 
tempting any  fuch  thing  for  the  future. 
Theft  fe-  Theft  is  a  thine;  the  Indians  abhor  moft  of  all 
verely  /-Ji- others,  and  which  they  think  cannot  be  too  fe- 
Theinl  ^^^^^y  P""^^^  <i  \  t^^y  empale  a  Thief  alive,  and 
ans.  ^  leave  him  thus  till  he  expires,  and  this  feverePu- 
nifnment  is  infiifted  upon  thofe  who  fteal  the 
moll  inconfiderable  thing  that  can  be  named. 
This  Crime  is  \anpardonabie  among  'em,  without 
anyRefpea  to  their  Parentage,lntereft  or  Intcr- 
ceflion  ^  nay,  it  is  lookM  upon  as  a  Grime,  to 
follicitorfpeak  in  behalf  of  a  Thief,  or  to  re- 
qacft  an  Abatement  or  Alteration  of  hisPunifli- 
iiient.  The  Judians  are  not  in  the  Icaft  avari- 
cious, or  coveting  of  any  fix  d  PofièflTion  j  they 
are  given  to  trucking  to  a  Degree  of  madnefs, 
becaufe  they  do  it  only  to  fatisfie  their  Fan-y, 
without  any  Regard  to  the  Value  of  the  Things 
they  intend  to  exchange:  They  will  fometimes 
part  with  a  Thing  of  20  or  30  Pounds  Value, 
for  two  or  three  Needles,  or  perhaps  a  Piece  of 
Ribbon,  meerly  to  gratifie  their  Fancies. 

They  were  animated  to,  and  engag'd  in  this  I 
Revolt,  at  the  Inftigation  of  the  Cacique  Don 
Henry ^  who  having  embrac'd  the  Chriflian  Faith 
was  baptiz'd,  he  having  learn'd  to  read  ancj 
write,  and  could  fpeak  Spamfl}  ver^  well,  be- 
ing inftruded  in  all  thcfe  things  from  his  In- 
fancy, by  a  religions  Frandfcan,  and  the  Negliy 
geuce  of  Pieter  de  ^adigUo^  contributed  not  ^ 
little  to  the  Infurredlion  of  this  Cacique^  he  be- 
ing  Deputy  to  the  Govcrnour  Don  Diego  Coluot' 
ho  :  For  this  Cacique  having  received  a  grols 
Affront  from  a  Spaniard^  made  Complaint  there- 
of to  the  Deputy  Governour,   defiring  Sat 
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îàùvoû  for  the  Injury  he  had  done  him,  befides 
that,  he  had  Debauch'd  his  Wife.     The  Uc-Thelnpu 
puty  Lieutenant  was  fo  far  from  giving  Ear  to-^''"/^"^ 
the  Cacique^  Complaints,  and    from  ordering  rUan'ca-" 
due  Satisfaction  to  be  made  him,  that  he  treated  dque* 
him  very  roughly,  and  committed  him  to  Pri- 
fon  ;  'tis  true,  he   difcharg'd  him  fcon  after, 
but  not  without  fome  haughty  and   thrcatning 
Exprellions.     The  Cacique  hereupon,  had   Re- 
courfe  to  the  Royal    Council   of  the   Indies^ 
which  is  kept  in  the  City  of  St.  Domingo  ^  but 
this  Council  referring  the  Cognizance   of  his 
CauÇé  to  radiilio^  the  Cacique  faw  himfelf  in  a 
worfe  Condition  than  before,  being  again  com- 
mitted to  Prifon,  and  worfe  treated  than  for- 
merly.    The  Cacique  then  thought  it  his  fafeit 
Way  to  ad  the  Diflembler,  with  a  Refolution 
to  revenge  his  Qtiarrel  with  the  firfl  Oppor* 
tunity,  which  he  did  mofl  effedually  ;  For,  no 
(poner  was  he  fet  at  Liberty,  but  putting  him- 
felf at  the  Head  of  a  good  Body  of  difcontented 
Indiam^  he  retir'd  into  the  Mountains  :     From  Q^,^^^^  ^ 
hence  they  made  daily  Excurfions,  maiïacring  ^t^a/r . 
al]  the  Chridians  that  fell  into  their  Hands,  piU 
laging  their  Houfes,    and  committing  a  thou- 
fand  Outrages  in  the  open  Country.     It  feems 
almoll  furprizing,  how  aninconlîderable  Cacique 
could  have  the  Boldnefs  to  appear  in  Arms  a- 
gainft  the  Chriftians,  when  ail  the  Spani^j  Do- 
minions in  the  Indies,  which  were  very  full  of 
People,  were  conquer'd  by  500  Spaniards  only. 
But  it  is  to  be  obierv'd,  that  thefe  firfi:  Con- 
querers  did  lead  a  Life  far  different  from  what 
their  SucctHbrs  have  done  fince  there  ;    thofe 
lay  continually  under  their  Arms  upon  the  hard 
Ground,  for  fear  of  a  Surprize,  whereas  thefe 
lead  an  idle  Life,  thinking  of  nothing  but  how 
to  heap  up  Gold  and  Riches.    'Twas  this  that 
T  mad? 
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made  them  take  little  notice  at  firft  of  the 
Caciquis  Revolt,  tho'  they  faw  many  Negro's 
join  him  daily,  whereof  by  this  time  they  had 
fo  vaft  a  Number  in  their  Sugar-works,  that 
you  would  have  fwore  HiffamoU  had  bin  tranf- 
planted  to  the  Coaft  of  Guineti. 

However  the  King  of  Spain^  to  Itifle  this  Re- 
bellion in  its  Infancy,  offer'd  a  general  Pardon 
to  the  Cacique  Don  Henry^  and  his  Adherents, 
provided  they  would  return  to  their  Duty  •, 
but  finding  them  refolute  to  perfevcre  in  their 
Revolt,  Preparations  were  made  to  reduce 
them  by  force  of  Arms. 

In  the  mean  while,  it  feems  as  if  God  thought 
fit  to  punifh  the  Guilt  of  Vaâiglio^  who  had  bin 
the  Caufe  of  thefe  Difturbances,  by  the  ill 
Treatment  put  upon  the  Cacique^  inftead  of  do- 
ing him  Juftice  :  For,  in  his  return  from  the 
Indies  to  Spain^  aboard  a  Veflel  richly  loadcn, 
thefame  was  fwallowd  up  in  the  Sea,  with  all 
the  Men  and  Riches  that  were  aboard  her.  We 
may  look  upon  this  Accident  as  an  Effeâ  of 
God's  Juftice,  who  fometimes  punifhes  in  this 
World,  fuch  as  make  an  ill  life  of  their  Autho- 
rity, to  opprefs  thofe  that  lye  under  Mis- 
fortunes. 

The  rebellious  Caci^ne^  with  his  Followers, 
was  retreated  into  the  Woods  and  Mountains, 
inacceflible  by  reafon  of  the  many  ftanding 
Waters  and  Marfhes  that  furroundcd  them  : 
However,  Captain  Francu  Barrio  having  received 
a  Commiffion  from  the  King  and  the  Royal 
Council  of  the /;7<flf^'^«j,tofupprefs  this  Infurreâi» 
on,  went  abroad  with  thirty  Spaniards  only, 
with  an  Intention  to  get  feme  Intelligence  con- 
cerning the  prefent  Condition  of  the  Rebels, 
in  order  to  reduce  them  by  Force,  in  cafe  they 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon,  Po  lay  down  their 
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Arms.     The  Captain  being  advance!  near  the 
Place  were  the  Cacique^  who  headed  the  Rebels, 
had  his  head  Quarters  at  that  time,  was  forced 
with  his  Men  to  pafs,  for  half  a  League  toge- 
ther, through  fenny  Places,  where  they  forae- 
times  fell  into  the  Water  up  to  the  Arra-pits, 
till  at  laft  feeing  fomc  Indians  in  their  Canoos^ 
they  ask'd  them  certain  Qiieflions  concerning 
the  CacicjHe  Von  Henry  and  his  Forces.  They  con- 
tinued all  that  Night  under  their  Arms,  for 
fear  of  being  furpriz'd  ^  but  at  the  fame  time 
difpatch'd  fome  Indians  to  the  Cacique^  to  give 
notice  of  their  Arrival,  and  that  they  had  cer- 
tain Propofitions  of  Peace  to  offer  to  him  from 
the  King  of  5/?^/».    The  next  Day  twelve  In. 
dians  fent  by  the  Cacique^  and  conduced  by  one 
of  his  beil  Captains,  came  in  their  Canoos  to  the 
Place  where  the 5/>^»/i«r</j  flood  at  their  Arms; 
but  Captain  Francis  Barrio^  to  remove  all  Caufe 
and  Sufpicion  of  Fear,  met  them  at  fome  dift- 
ance  from  the  reft  of  his  Men,  and  embraced 
them.     They  told  him,  that  the  Cacique  was 
indilpos'd,  and,  that  otherwife  he  would  have 
come  in  Perfon  to  fee  him. 

The  5^^«///;  Captain,  without  hefitating  upon  Bolinefi 
the  matter,  refoiv'd  to  go  and  paya  Vilitto»/  -^  Spa- 
the  Cacique^  tho'  thofe  that  were  along  with  "^'^J^  Z^"'"" 
him  were  againfl  it,  reprefenting  to  him  the '"'" '''^* 
terrible    Paîïages   covered    with     Briars    and 
Thorns,  and  many  other  Difficulties  they  were 
to  over-come  :    But  he  told  them  ^  That  God 
and  the  King's  Service  required  it  -,  That  they 
had  furmounted  as  great  ODftacIes  as  thcfe  long 
ago,  and  that,  as  the  Cafe  ftood,  they  could  not 
retreat  with  any  Hopes  of  Safety^  even  tho' 
their  Lives  lay  at  Stake.     He  was  no  fooner 
come  in  fight  of  the  Cacique  Don  Henry^s  Quar- 
ters, but  he  fent  an  Indian  to  give  him  notice  of 
T  2  his 
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his  coming,  to  aflîire  him  of  his  fincere  Intenti- 
ons, and  to  let  him  know,  that  he  was  come  at- 
tended only  by  a  few,  to  take  away  all  occafion 
of  Sufpicion  -,  That  he  had  a  CommifTion  from 
the  King  of  Sfain,  to  alTure  him.  that  he  would 
pardon  every  thing  that  was  pafs'd,  if  he  would 
re:urn  to  his  Duty.    The  Cacique  deputed  im- 
mediately one  of  his  Chief  Officers  to  the  Spamjh 
Captain,  to  let  him  know,  that  he  might  come 
to  him  with  all    imaginable  Security.     They 
embrac'd  one  another  at  their  firft  meeting,  and 
feated  thcmfelves  under  the  Shade  of  a  Tree  on 
a  kind  of  Callicoe  Quilt,  or  Carpet.     Captain 
Tumacco  an  Indian^  one  of  the  molt  redoubtable 
Enemies  of  the  Chriltians,  and  who  had  bin  a 
conftant  Plague  to  them,  came  alfo  with  five 
other  Captains  to  embrace  the  Spaniard  ;  for  it  is 
to  beobferv'd,  that  the  Cacique  Henry  had  un- 
der him  fix  Captains  or  Leaders  ;  they  wore 
Swords,   and  were  arnVd    after    the  European 
manner,   except  that  inflead  of  a  Cuirafs,  they 
wore  a  kind  of  Bread- Armour  of  twilled  Cords 
of  a  red  Colour. 

The  S)p.rnifi)  Captain  told  the  Caci^ue^  That 
he  was  highly  oblig'd  to  the  King's  Mercy  and 
Goodnefs,  who  was  willing  to  pafs  by  and  bury 
in  Oblivion  all  his  pafs'd  Fa^ults,  and  to  receive 
him  into  his  Favour.  He  then  deliverd  to  him 
a  Letter  from  the  King,  which  being  read 
in  the  Prefence  of  all  that  were  there  on  the 
Spot,  the  Caciqne  kifb'd  it,  and  then,  to  (hew  his 
Kefpect,  laid  it  upon  his  Head  \  He  alfo  gave 
him  a  Letter  of  Safety  from  the  Royal  Council 
of  the  Indies^  fealed  with  the  Seal  of  the 
Chancery,  kept  in  the  City  of  St.  Domingo.  He 
added,  That,  in  cafe  he  now  rcfus'd  the  Pardon 
oflcr'd  him  from  the  King,  he  muft  exptd  no- 
lliing  but  War,  without  any  Hopes  of  a  Peace 
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or  Truce,  'till  he  were  intirely  reduc'd.  Re- 
member, faid  he  to  him,  that  for  thefe  13 
Years  laft  paflr,  fince  you  have  withdrawn  your 
felt  from  your  Allegiance  due  to  the  King,  you 
have  not  enjoy'd  one  Minutes  Reft,  being  o- 
blig'd  tolurkand  hide  your  felf  in  unhabitable 
and  inacceffible  Places  *,  whereas  on  the  other 
Hand,  if  you  return  to  your  Duty,  it  is  left  to 
your  Choice  to  pitch  upon  the  mofl:  convenient 
and  pleafant  Place  in  the  Ifland,  fuch  as  you  (hall 
beft  approve  of,  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  your 
Days  in  Quiet. 

Thefe  Arguments  had  the  dcfir'd  Effed  upon 
the  Cacique  ^  He  told  him  ;  That  the  Affront  he 
had  receiv'd  from  the  Sfaniards^  had  moved  him 
to  take  up  Arms  againft  them  ;  but  that,  for 
the  future,  he  promis'd  an  inviolable  Fidelity 
to  the  King  :  That  he  would  immediately  call 
back  all  the  Indians  he  had  fent  abroad  in  divers 
Parts  of  the  Ifland,  to  annoy  the  Spaniards^  and 
would  reftore  the  Negro  Slaves  to  their  Mafters. 
They  embraced  once  more  at  parting,  with  mu- 
tual Afliirances  of  Friendfliip,  and  the  Cacique 
fent  a  Captain  and  another  Indian^  to  conduft 
thç  Spaniards  to  the  Sea-fidc.  Thefe  two  drank 
fo  much  Wine,  that  the  Spaniards  thought  they 
would  have  dy'd  upon  the  Spot,  being  not  us'd 
to  this  kind  of  Liquor.  As  their  Death  might 
have  bin  laid  at  the  Door  of  the  Spaniards yVîhkh 
would  have  prov'd  very  unlucky  at  this  Con- 
junâure,  they  made  them  fwallow  down  good  The  Revolt 
Store  of  Oil,  which,  with  fome  other  proper  ^"'^^  '"  '^ 
RemedieF,  brought  them  to  themfelves  :  Be--^'"^^^^* 
fore  they  were  fent  back,  the  Spanifl)  Captain 
made  them  a  Prefent  of  fome  Cloths  for  them 
and  their  Chief  Officers,  and  of  a  rich  Veft  for 
the   Cacique^  Don   Henry.     The   Indians    are   a 

fickle  Generation,  they  muft  be  fix'd  and  en- 
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gagd  by  firialj  Prefent^;,  to  keep  them  in  a  good 
llnderftanding  with  the  Chriftians. 

It  appears  by  the  Books  of  the  Chamber  of 
Accounts,  that  the  Charges  of  the  Warcarry'd 
on  for  1 3  Years  fucceflively  againft  the  Cacit^ue^ 
amounted   to  400000  Pounds  of  Gold,  taken 
out  of  the  King's  Treafury.    Twas  fhrewdly 
fufpeftcd  that  this  War  was   under-hand  fo- 
mented, or  at  leafl  protraded  by  fome,  which 
atlaft  ended  in  an  honourable  Peace,  for  the 
Cacicjiieznà  his  Adherents,  confidering  the  vaft 
Difproportion  betwixt  him,  and  the  Power  of 
that  Prince  againft  whom  he    had  taken   up 
Arms.     But  it  was  tkought  moft  advifeable  to 
bring  Matters  to  a  Reconciliation,  by  granting 
a  general  Ad  of  Oblivion  of  all  the  Murders, 
Robberies,  and  other  Depredations  or  Dama- 
ges they  had  committed  upon  the  Spaniards.     It 
was  alfo  left  to  the  Cacique*';,  own  Choice,  to 
chule  what  Places  he  thought  bed  and  moft  con- 
venient in  the  lIland,for  his  Rcfidenceandthofe 
that  bclong'd  to  him  :    The  King  of  Sfa'm  being 
more  inclinible  to  grant  an  honourable  Peace  to 
thefeRcbels,than  to  expofehis  ChriftianSubjeds 
any  longer  to  their  Rage.   Bcfides,  that  thisC^i- 
ciqi^e  being  baptird  in  his  Infancy,  and  his  Do- 
minions containing  a  great  Number  of  Men, 
with  their  Wives  and  Families,  it  was  hop'd, 
not  without  Reafon,  that  this  Peace  would  prove 
a  Means  toaugrnent  the  Number  of  Chriftians 
in  that  Ifle.     Neither  were  they  miftaken  in 
their  Aim  y  For,  all  thofe  that  had  any  Dépen- 
dance on  him,  by  the  Example  and  Perfualîon 
of  their  Leader,  receiv'd  Baptifm,  and  for  ever 
after  cultivated  a  good  Correfpondecce  with 
thç  EarofçaiiJf 
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Of  cert  Am  particular  Curiofittes  relating  to 
the  Indies  -,  Of  the  mofi  confUerable  Ri^ 
'vers  ;  Of  their  Gold  and  Stiver  Mmesy 
and  their  manner  of  digging  for  ^  and  ma^ 
n aging  of  Gold» 

THere  are  innumerable  Proofs  which  con- 
vince us  of  that  Forefight  of  Nature, 
according  to  which  Ihe  provides  for  us  every 
thing  that  is  necefTary  for  our  Subfiftance.    We 
have  told  you  already,  with  what  Dexterity  the 
Indians  ftrike  Fire,  with  a  Piece  of  pointed  Iron 
of  about  a  Foot  long  and  half  an  Inch  thick  -,  if 
they  happen  to  make  any  Stay  in  the  Country, 
and  ftand  in  need  either  of  Light  or  Fire,  to 
drefs  their  Viduals  or  otherwife,  they  take  two  //?»  tU 
fmall  Sticks,   very  dry  and  light,  which  they  1"^^''".? 
tye  together,    and    lay  at   length   upon   the-^"^^^'''^* 
Ground -^  betwixt  thefe  two  they  fix  the  Point 
of  the  Iron,  and  turning  it  with  the  fwiftelt 
Motion  that  poflibly  they  can,  betwixt  their 
Hands,  the  Point  of  the  Iron  by  being  thus  vio- 
lently rubb'd  betwixt  the  two  Sticks,  is  heated, 
and  foon  after  fets  the  Sticks  on  Fire.     This 
Way  of  itriking  of  Fire,  which  has  fomething 
peculiar  in  it,  is  frequently  made  ufe  of  among 
the  Indians»    Pliny  tells  US,  Fire  may  be  made  by  j  -^  ^ 
rubbing  two  Sticks  againft  one  another,  niuch  jj^f.  vfat. 
after  the  fame  manner  as  thelndians  do.     With- 
out going  fo  far,  we  fee  frequently  the  Axel- 
trees  of  Chariots,   and  Cables  of  Ships,  take 
Fire  by  too  violent  a  Motion. 

T  4  Salt 
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Salt  U  no  lefs  necefTary  than  Fire,  for  the  Sup- 
port of   Life.    In  thofe  Places   of  the  Indies^ 
where  they  have  no  Salt,  they  have  a  Way  of 
boiling  Sea  water,  to  fupply  the  Dcfcét  of  na- 
tural Salt-Springs.     However,  they  have  Moun* 
tains  which  produce  vafl  Quantities  of  a  tran- 
Indun      fparent  Saline  Criflal,  not  inferiour  in  Goodncfs 
'^''"''        to  our  European  Salt.    Thefe  Criflals  are  can  y'd 
to  moft  Parts  of  the  InMcs^  and  exchanged  for 
other   Commodities  -,    feme    Pieces   of    them 
weigh  above  a  hundred  Weight,  fo  that  they 
are  forcM  to   break  them  into  fcveral  Pieces, 
for  the  Conveniency  of  Carriage. 
r/.-f  Rive>      jiic  River  Ozxma  is  one  of  the  nioft  confide- 
UiCiau.    j-^ijie  of  the  hidics^  it  palTes  through  the  City  of 
St.  Dominj^o,  unto  which  it  is  both  a  great  Or- 
nament and  fingular  Conveniency,  its  Entrance 
being  very  deep,  fo  that  Ships  of  a  conliderable 
Burthen  may  come  up  to  the  very  Houfes  of  that 
City  ;  however,  the  Waters  of  that  River  being 
bi  ackifh  there,  by  reafon  of  the  Vicinity  of  the 
Sei,  they  are  oblig'd  to  fetch  their  Sweet  Water 
above  a  League  higher  up  the  River.   1  heRiver 
pye  River  Ne iv a  carries  its  Current  crofs  the  whole  Ifle, 
!N.iva.      difcharging  it  fclf  into  the  Sea  on  the  North 
fide  ;,  but  it  is  fcarce  Navigable,  nulefs  near  its 
The  River  Entrance.     The  River  A^iz.ao    is  a  very  fair 
Nizao.      p.ivcr,    tho'  fomewhat  lefs  than  the  reft:  ^  its 
Banks  are  iin'd  with  Sugar-canes,    handfome 
Gardens,  good  Corn-fields,  and  excellent   Pa- 
ftures,  which  feed  abundance  of  Cattei.    The 
The  River  g^j-jj^^  of  the  Rivcr  Haina  arealfo  full  of  Sugar- 
canes,  its  Waters  are  very  excellent  and  (alu- 
brious,  tho'  not  very  deep,  and   the  adjacent 
Gîounds  exceeding  fertile  -^  it  difcmbogucs  in- 
to the  Sea  on  the  South-lide  of  the  Ifle.     The 
P' Z^!'^'^"  Hiver  A'/>«/?  derives  its  Name  from  a  certain 
-  *&^"'     laiail  Cre'aturc,  which  infinuates  it  felf  into  the 
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Flefh  at  the  Extremities  of  the  Toes,  where  \t 
caufes  moft  violent  Pains,  and  ibmetimes  Death, 
if  not  timely  taken  care  of.     The  Banks  on 
both  Sides  of  this  River  are  cover'd  with  Sugar- 
canes  j  the  Pafture  Grounds  which  are  behind 
them^  and  its  many  Channels  it  fends  forth  into 
the  adjacent  Country,  are  of  great  life  to  the 
Inhabitants-, 'tis  only  Four  Leagues  diftant  from 
St.  Domingo.    The  ^itnu  is  one  of  the  moft  ra-  The  River 
pid  Rivers  of  all  this  Ifle,  it  runs  through  the  Juiw- 
Province  of  Bonao^  and   falls  into  the  Sea  on 
the  North  fide  of  it.     "jache  is  a.  Name  belong-  j^c  Khn- 
ing  to  tw'o  Rivers  in  the  Ifle  of  S^^ain^  one  joins  Jache. 
its  Water  with  the  fpacious  River  Neiva^  and 
changes  its  Name  as  loon  as  it  falls  into  it.    The  Another 
other  Jache  is  a  River  much  celebrated  for  its  River  ja- 
Siline  Springs  upon  its  Banks  ^  which  arealfoche. 
cmbellifh'd    with    delightful  Fields,    Pafture- 
Grounds   and    Medows-,    it  has  a   very  rapid. 
Current.   The  Hatibonko  is  another  large  River,  1'^^^  ^''^er 
but  very  rapid  on  the  Weft-fide  of  the  Ifle^  the-^^^^^°" 
adjacent  Country  affords  excellent  Corn-fields.  "^'^°' 
There  are  befides  thefe,  many  other  Rivers  in 
this  Ifle,  which  afford  great  Plenty  of  Fifh,  as 
the  Macoris^  the  Catui^  the  Cihao^  v.'herc  they 
fifn  for  Gold. 

The  Ufe  of  Gold  is  of  a  very  ancient  date. 
filny  tells  us,  that  Cadmm  was  the  firft  who 
found  out  Gold,  and  the  way  of  melting  it  : 
Others  attribute  it  to  Ihoas^  or  to  Lai  J  ides  ^  or 
tothe5.'«,  Son  of  the  Ocean,  unto  whom  G"(?///«^ 
likewife  afcribes  the  firft  life  of  Medicines. 
God  commanded  Afofesto  take  Gold  and  Silver 
troiii  the  Ifraelitesj  for  the  life  of  the  Taberna- 
cle he  was  to  ered.  Vv'hen  Jofeph,  Surveyor 
General  of  Efypr,  ordcr'd  his  Brothers  Sacks 
to  be  fill'd  with  Corn,  and  the  Money  they  had 
brought  along  with  them,  to  be  putuppermofc 
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in  each  Sack,  he  caus'd  a  Silver  Cup  to  be  laid 
in  thac  of  the  youngell,  befides  his  Portion  of 
Money.  The  fame  Jofefh  was  fold  by  his  Bro- 
thers into  E^ypt^  to  thtlfimacHteSy  for  Money  ^ 
which  fufficiently  proves  the  Antiquity  of  the 
life  of  Silver  and  Gold,  and  of  other  Metals. 
Pliny  lil^ewifc  relates  of  Servies  Tnlliiis^  King  of 
Rorne^  That  he  was  the  firfl:  who  introduced  a 
Golden  Coin,  and  that  before  that  Time  they 
us'd  it  only  in  rough  Pieces  ^  he  put  the  Stamp 
of  a  Sheep  upon  this  Coin,  whence  the  Latins 
have  given  the  Name  of  Pecunia  to  all  coin'd 
Metals. 

After  the  Spaniards  had  made  King  AtAhaliba 
their  Prifoner,  in  1533.  they  fent  to  the  King 
of  Spuiri  for  his  fifth  Share  400000  Golden  Pi- 
(lolcs,  the  other  160000c  being  divided  among 
ihofc  who  had  aflifled  in  this  Conquefl  -,  each 
common  Soldier  had  for  his  Share  9000  Pi- 
floks  \  the  Officers  according  to  their  refpeâive 
Degrees,  fomc  15000,  fome  20000,  and  fome 
50:00.  This  Vidory  was  not  inferiour  to  that 
the  Sfttninrds  obtained  over  King  Montautma  in 
JS'cw  Spain.  Tis  very  remarkable,  that  juft 
when  the  Forces  delïgn'd  by  his  Catholic k  Ma- 
jefty  againlt  the  Liàtans^  were  aflèmbling  at 
Barcelona^  four  Ships  arriv'd  in  that  Port  loadea 
with  Ingots  of  Gold,  valued  at  two  Millions 
of  Money,  being  the  Spoils  of  that  Vidory  ob- 
tained by  Pmncti  Pizaro^  Governour  of  Ptrn^ 
over  the  before  meation'd  ^tabaliba.  I'here 
are  Inllances  of  entire  folid  Pieces  of  Gold 
being  found,  of  3000  or  4003  Piftoles  ia 
Weight. 

HifpamoLi  produces  Gold  in  divers  Parts  ; 
its  Moisntains,  as  well  as  its  Rivers,  con» 
tain  a  good  Srore  of  it,  efpecially  the  River 
Cihoy  v^hich  is   very   Famous  for    the   great 
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Ouantityof  Gold  it  affords  -,  but  after  all,  the 
Charge  of  finding  it  is  more  than  moll  People 
can  well  imagine  i  befides  that,  it  is  not  always 
of  the  fame  Finenefs  or  Goodnefs^  tho*  it  be 
taken  out  of  one  and  the  fame  Mine  or  River. 
The  Indians  frequently  mix  Silver  and  other 
Metals  among  the  Gold  they  exchange  with  the 
Europeans,     The    Virgin  Gold   is   found   in  the     Gold 
Rivers,  on  their  Banks,  or  in  the  Waters,  and  T^^^^re  ani 
fometimcs  alfo  in  the  Mountains.    Thofe  who  ^'°^  ^^  ^ 
make  it  their  Profeflion  to  manage  the  Gold-'"""  * 
Traffick,    maintain   a    great    Number  of  /r- 
dian  Slaves  for  that  purpofe.     They  caufe  the 
Ground,   where  they  fuppofe  they  may  find 
Gold,  to  be  well  cleans'd  of  the  Sand,  Stones, 
Shrubs  and  Trees   that  fland    in  their  way  ; 
after  which,  they  begin  to  digg  about  eight  or 
ten  Feet  fquare,  but  fcarce  above  a  Foot  deep  9 
if  they  meet  with  a  Gold-vein,  they  digg  deep- 
er, and  what  ever  is  call  up  they  walh  very 
well,  to  feparate  the  Gold   from  the  Earth. 
Whenever    they    come    to    the    rocky   Part, 
without    getting   Sight   of   any   Gold,    they 
leave  off  digging  there,  and  begin  at  another 
Place. 

So  foon  as  any  one  has  difcover'd  a  Gold 
Mine,  he  isoblig'd  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
King's  Commiffioners,  but  efpecially  to  the 
Surveyor  of  the  Royal  Mines,  for  him  to  caufe 
it  to  be  meafur'd  ^  becaofe  no  body  is  allow'd  to 
digg  in  thofe  Grounds  which  are  referv'd  and 
mark'd  for  the  King's  Ufe  :  The  Traofgreffors 
arc  puniOi'd  as  feverely  as  Highway-men  ;  but 
the  firlt  Commer  may  digg  in  the  Grounds  next 
adjacent  to  the  King's  \  tho'  it  frequently  hap. 
pens,  that  a  Mine  contiguous  to  a  very  rich 
Gold  Mine,  produces  little  or  nothing,  or  at 
ieall  only  Silver.    Thus  it  happcn'd  to  a  certain 
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Tortiianefe  Hani'd  AfcU^  who  in  a  little  time 
dug  out  of  his  Mine  to'  the  Value  of  5oco  Pi- 
floles  in  Gold,  whereas  thofe  that  were  em- 
ploy'd  in  the  Contiguous  Mines,  did  not  get 
enough  to  defray  their  Charges. 

That  the  Gold  whilfl:  it  is  brought  out  of  the 
Mines  may  not  be  wafted,  they  put  the  Earth 
they  dig  in  Baskets  of  Ozier  or  Cane,  and 
then  waih  it  well  withVVater,to  feparatc  it  from 
the  Gravel  or  Sand  ^  this  is  commonly  the  Ein» 
ploymtut  of  the  Indian  Women:  They  go  into 
the  Water  up  to  the  Middle,  holding  the 
Basket  by  two  Handles,  and  thus  (haklng  them 
to  and  from  the  Water,  waili  away  all  the  Su- 
perfluities, the  more  ponderous  Tart,  which  con- 
tains the  Gold,  remaining  fettled  at  the  Bottom 
of  the  Basket.  They  are  here  fo  induftrious  ia 
the  Search  after  Gold,  that  they  will  [dry  up 
whole  Brooks,  and  divert  the  Courfc  of  Rivu- 
lets, to  find  the  Gold  in  the  Sand  and  Gravel 
at  the  Bottom  of  them  ^  'tis  fufficiently  prov'd 
by  Experience,  that  the  Gold  is  carry'd  along 
by  the  Torrents,  from  the  Mountains  in  thç 
Vailles  and  Rivers  -,  'tis  alfo  found  fometimes 
in  the  open  Fields,  which  if  it  happen,  they 
conclude,  the  whole  circumjacent  Grounds  to 
contain  Gold  Mines  \  but  moft  commonly  the 
greatcft  Qiiantity  of  it,  is  found  at  the  Foot  of 
the  Mountains.  Sometimes  a  Gold  Mine  is  of 
no  great  Extent  on  the  Surface,  but  reached 
very  deep  towards  the  Center  of  the  Earth  -,  in 
fuch  a  Ci^t  they  dig  as  if  they  intended  to 
make  a  Well,  and  the  deeper  they  go,  the  more 
Gold  they  meet  with  -,  but  they  muft  take  care 
the  Ground  don't  fink  from  above  upon  the 
Work-men,  and  ftifle  them.  There  are  abunct- 
9acçof  fubtcrriQcous  Mines  ia  Hifanjola, 
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To  take  due  precaution  againfl  this  Acci- 
dent, Pliny  fays,  That  thofe  that  work'd  ia 
ithe  Mines,  us'd  to  fupport  the  Earth  above 
them,  with  Planks  and  Trunks  of  Trees.  He 
relates  this  of  Aflnria^  Galida  and  fome  other 
Countries  of  Spaif?^  which  he  fays?,  afford  but 
little  Grain  and  other  Necellaries  of  Life,  hue 
in  lieu  thereof  arc  exceeding  rich  in  Gold  Mines, 
and  that  every  Year  they  us 'd  to  bring  out  of 
Ithe  Mines  of  Jfturia ,  no  lefs  then  20000 
weight  of  it.  Thefe  Gold  Mines,  PUny  fpeaks 
of,  mull  at  prefent  be  exhaufted  *,  yet  there 
is  yet  remaining  fome  Silver,  Copper  and  Iron 
Mines  in  S/34/w,  which  are  of  great  Advantage 
to  the  King. 

The  further  you  find  the  Gold  remov'd 
from  its  original  Place  of  Nativity  ('as  we 
may  call  it^  the  more  refin'd  it  is,  being 
carry  d  along  by  the  Torrents  that  fall  from 
the  Mountains,  or  by  the  Currents  of  the 
Rivers.  'Tisalfo  worth  Obfervation,  that  the 
ViYQin  6"o/^  appears  purer,  and  carries  a  better 
Lurtre,  before  it  is  touch'd  by  the  Fire.  It 
hippens  foiT.etimes-,  that  in  digging,  they  find 
a  Gold  Vein  which  difperfes  it  felf  into  an 
infinite  Number  of  Branches  no  bigger  than  a 
Thread  or  Needle,  which  meeting  at  a  certain 
Concavity  fills  it  quite  up,  fo  that  penetrating 
through  the  Pores  of  the  Earth,  it  gathers 
there  like  melted  Wax-,  For,  whilftitis  under 
Ground  it  is  whitilh  and  pliable,  you  may 
handle  and  mould  it  as  eafily  as  mollifyM 
Wax^  but  it  becomes  hard,  fo  foon  as  it  is 
expos'd  to  the  Air.  No  Body  is  permitted 
to  dig,  or  go  in  quefl:  of  Gold,  without  a 
Warrant  lign'd  by  the  King's  CommilTioners  ; 
if  they  do,  and  are  difcover'd,  all  they  get  is 
torfciced  to  the  King  of  S\Al.n, 
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C  H  A  P.    viir. 

Of  the  Manners  and  pxrticuLir  Cufioms  of 
fome  of  the  h^habitants  of  the  Continent 
in  the  Indies. 
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"E  read  in  many  Pallàges  of  P liny  s  Natural 
Hijlory^  that  in  Scythia  there  were  cer- 
tain People,  who  fed  upon  Humane  Flefh,  and 
drunk  their  Blood  in  Cups  made  of  Men*» 
Skulls  ;  they  ns'd  to  pull  out  the  Teeth  of 
thofe  they  had  (lain,  and  ware  them  for  Orna- 
ments fake  about  their  Kecks,  whence  they 
were  cail'd  uimropophajri  ^  they  liv'd  beyond 
Cinnibals  the  River  Honfiheves.  There  are  to  this  Day  ia 
or  Men-  the  Indui  fuch  like  Men-eating  Nations,  who 
taters,  f^çj  vi^o]!  humane  Flefh,  and  who  facrifice  Men, 
jultas  formerly  the  People  of  Thrace  ofier'd 
up  Strangers  to  their  talfe  Divinities.  The 
Savages  inhabiting  on  tlie  Continent  of  the 
Jndiesy  cail'd  Choroteg.u  or  Caribei^  wage  War 
with  their  Neighbours,  chiefly  for  the  Benefit 
of  taking  Prifoncrs,  whom  they  devour.  They 
arc  a  Generation  without  the  Icaft  Senfe  of  Hu- 
manity, much  Icfs  of  Pitty,  whodifter  from 
wild  Bears  only  ia  outward  Shape.  They  fhevy 
not  the  leaft  Symtoms  of  any  good  Inclinati- 
ons, and  even  fuch  as  have  bin  taken  in  their 
Infancy,  and  educated  among  the  Chriftians, 
return  in  time  to  their  vicious  Difpofition. 
They  are  fo  much  addit^ed  to  Cruelty  andVene- 
ry,  that  it  is  next  to  an  Impoflibility  to  make 
them  dcHfl"  fiom  it,  it  is  as  it  were  natural  to 
them. 

Tis  a  very  common  thing  in  the /«^AVf,  to 
meet  with  Mongers  and    monflrou*    Births; 

Ibme- 
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ibmetimes  fuch  like  happen  alfo  in  Europe.  The 
loth  of  Jdyy  in  the  Year  1533.  the  Wife  of  ^"  ^"r 
John  Lopez.^  a  Native  of  Sevile,  but  then  living-''^''f;f ''^f 
at  St.  Domingo  m  the  /«d/^;,  was  brought  to  Bed  Birth. 
of  two  Daughters  grown  together  %  all  the 
chief  Inhabitants  of  that  City,  who  had  the 
Curiofity  of  coming  to  the  Houfe  to  fee  the  Mo- 
ther and  thefe  monftrous  Children,  were  Eye 
Witnefles  of  this  fingular  Accident.  They  were 
join'd  together  from  the  Stomach  and  Brcafts  to 
the  Navel  -,  each  of  thefe  two  Children  had  two 
Arms,  each  a  Head,  and  a  well  featur'd  Faces, 
each  its  peculiar  Neck  ^  their  Bodies,  from  the 
Navel  down  to  the  Feet  were  alfo  feparated  : 
They  had  each  its  peculiar  Name  given  them  in 
their  Baptifm  \  the  Prieft,  after  having  fprin- 
kled  the  Baptifm  Water  over  one  of  their  Heads, 
baptizing  the  other  likewife,  with  thefe  addi- 
tional Words,  If  thou  art  not  baptiz.^cl  already^ 
being  under  lome  doubt,  whether  they  had  two 
diftindt  Souls.  This  monftrous  Birth  dying  in 
about  18  Days  after,  was  open'd,  and  all  the 
Entrails  found  double ,  two  Livers ,  two 
Hearts,  two  Inteflines  ;  however,  the  two 
Livers  were|cIofed  together,  being  parted  only 
by  a  skinny  Thread.  The  Navel,  which  on  the 
outfide  feeni'd  to  be  only  fingle,  was  feparated 
within,  fo  that  one  of  the  NaveUftrings,  of 
one  of  them,  enter  d  within  the  Concavity  of 
the  others  Belly,  they  being  from  thence 
a£tually  feparated  downwards,  for  each  had 
two  Thighs,  two  Legs,  Feet,  &c.  One 
dy'd  about  an  Hour  before  the  other-,  but  it  is 
to  be  obferv'd,  that  the  fame  Child  being  born 
and  brought  into  the  World  an  Hour  before, 
they  may  be  faid  to  have  liv'd  the  felf  fame 
time.  A  remarkable  Difference  was  obferv'd  ia 
their  Aâioni ,  for  one  would  cry,  whilft  the 

other 
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other  was  quiet^one  would  neep,whiin:  theother 
was  awake  ^  and  fo  in  the  fame  manner  with 
their  natural  Functions,  Piffing,  &c.  whence  it 
was  eafie  to  infer  that  they  were  two  diiliaft 
Bodies,  animated  by  two  Souls. 

And  fince  in  this  and  the  prcceeding  Chap* 
ter,  we  have  enter'd  upon  the  Theme  ot 
extraordinary  Accidents,  we  mufl:  not  pafs  by 
in  Silence,  a  certain  miraculous  Spring  which 
arifes  in  the  midft  of  the  Sea,  not  far  from  the 
Jfle  of  Navazui,  being  a  fmall  uninhabited  Ifle, 
betwixt  HifpanloU  and  Jnmaica^  about  18 
Degrees  from  the  Equinoctial  Line.  In  the  open 
Sea  about  half  a  League  from  the  Shoar  of  the 
Ilk  of  Nnvana^  there  are  certain  Rocks  which 
you  may  plainly  difcover  under  Water  ^  from 
Jfrefijy.j-  thence  you  fee  arife  a  fmall  Spring  or  Spout  a- 
nr  spniig  (jq^ç  jj^ç  ç^^^  Waves,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  you 
tntheSci.  ^^^  plainly  diflinguifh  the  fwcct  Water  of  the 
Spring,  without  any  Intermixture  of  the  Sea 
Water.  The  Spout  is  of  the  thicknefs  of  a 
Man's  Arm,  and  arifes  from  the  Rocks  lying 
under  the  fait  Water,  at  leaft:  five  Foot  deep 
from  their  top  to  the  Surface  of  the  Sea. 

In  the  llle  of  St.  Domingo^  not  far  from  the 

Country  of   the  Canmbab^  about  14  Degree» 

beyond  the  Equinoflial  Line,   there  is  a  fmall 

River,  not  above  twenty  Paces  broad  at  it» 

Mouth,  and  fcarce  four  or  five  Foot  deep  •,  iin- 

j  ;,^^    dcr  the  Water  of  this  Rivcr^  you  meet  with  a 

spinx  in   boiling  Spring  of  Water,  fo  that,  if  you  put 

fbemn/j}  of  your  Hand  into  it,  and  take  up  fome  of  the 

aRiiei.     Sand  from  the  Bottom,  yon  would  think  you 

had   your  Hand   full  of  warm    Alhes.     This 

Fountain  confines  its  Water  only  to  the  Bottom 

of  the  River,   that  on  the  Suildce  being  cool 

and  very  pleafant  to  the  talte.     The  Rcalbn  of 

if  doubtlcfs  i%  That  a  certain  Subtcrraneotij 

Stream 
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Stream  of  Water  which  palles  through  the 
Sulphur  Mines,  conimunicates  its  Heat  to  this 
Sprinq;  ;  and  what  confirms  this  Opinion,  is. 
That  about  300  Paces  beyond  it,  there  iifues  a 
Spring  out  of  the  bare  £arth,  the  Water 
whereof  is  fo  hot,  that  you  can't  keep  it  in  your 
Mouth  without  Danger  of  burning  it.  On  the 
Banks  of  tkis  River,  is  found  abundance  of 
Gold* 


Chap.   ix. 

Concerning  fome  Plants  anà  'Fruits  peculiar 
to  the  Indies. 

TH  E  Plant  cali'd  Jges  by  the  Indians^  is  a  The  Éaht 
kind  of  Turnep,  growing  under  ground  jAges. 
the  Leaves  not  unlike  to  the  Ivy  :     They  Plant 
them  in  a  Line,  the  Ground  being  rais'd  a  little 
above  theiii  ^  it  grows  up  and  produces  Leaves 
immediately,   which  afford  a  Shade  that  pre- 
ferves  the  Fruit,  which  does  not  come  to  full 
maturity  till  at  five  or  iix  Months  end  ^   it  is 
the  ordinary  Food  of  Labourers^  who  eat    it 
inilead  of  Bread  with  Fi(h  and  Flefti  ;  whence  it 
is  that  you  meet  with  it  in  moffc  Gardens.    1  he 
Indians  and  Negroes  have  fcarce  any  other   al- 
lowance for  their  Food^  when  it  is  hroird  it 
relifhes  much  better^  and  is  often  eaten  after 
Supper,  with  Wine,  to  help  digellion.     They 
weigh  fometimcs  three  or  four  Pound   a  piece, 
they  have  a  white  or  reddilh  Paring,  the  Pulp  is 
not  unlike  a  Tiirncp. 

The  Votato\  grow  in  vafl:  Qantities   in  ihQp<^tato*s4 
Indies^  being  one    of  the  bcfl  Fruits  the  Iyid,a>^s 
ftcd  Upon,  being,  when  they  are  well  drefs'd, 
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not  inferior  to  many  of  the  bcfl:  Fruits  of  Eu. 
rope.    They  are  propagated  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  ^^es^  and  'tis  very  probable  they  are  of 
the  fame  Kind,  there  being  fo  near  a  Refera- 
biance  betwixt  their  Leaves,  and  Shape,  only 
that  the  Potato's  have  a  much  finer  tafte,  being 
fit  to  be  fcrv'd  up  on  a  Prince  s  Table  :  When 
they  are  well  drefs'd,  they  will  keep  good  ia 
all  the  Voyage,  from  America  to  Spaw^   provi- 
ded they   are  not  detained  too  long  by  con* 
trary    \Vinds,   for  otherwife    they    will    be 
fpoil'd. 
The  Finit      Jajama  is  the  finefl:  and  moft  excellent  Fruit 
Jajama.    in  the  World  :    It  refembles  in  Shape  to  a  Pine- 
Apple  ,  but  its  beautiful  Colour  is  not  to  be 
exprefs'd  by  Words,  containing  more  Variety 
of  Colours  than  the  Peacock's  Tail  :    It  is  us'd 
and  cut  in  Slices,   like  Melons  ^  but  the  Pulp  is 
more  juicy,  and  calls  fo  agreeable  and  ftrong  a 
Scent,  that  one  of  them  is  enough  to  perfume 
a  large  Apartment  :  The  Rind  refembles  the 
Scales  of  Fi(h  rais'd,  and  lying  clofe  one  upon 
another.    This  Fruit  grows  u  pon  a  thorny  Shrub 
orThiftlevvith  long  rough  Leaves:   The  Stem 
of  this  Shrub  is  lirait  and  round,    and  each 
produces  no  more  than  one  fingle  Fruit  ^  they 
require  ten  Months»  or  a  whole  Year,  to  bring 
them  to  their  full  maturity  i  notwithflanding 
which,  they  grow  ia  fuch  Plenty  in  the  hMes, 
that  they  are  little  regarded  and  very  cheap  ; 
They  won't  keep  above  fourteen  Days,   and 
then  are  apt  to  rot.     In  certain  Places  of  the 
Continent,  the  Indians  make  a  fort  of  Wine  of 
this  Fruit  \  'tis  very  fweet,  but  is  not  near  fo 
good  as  the  European  Wines. 
jnjJtEuTo-     fi^i\  ç^çi^  Trees  as  were  tranfplanted  out  of 
ïltive'iT  ^^^^P^-*  ^^  ^'^^  Indies,  as  the  Orange,  Citron, 
/iaudies.  f  iggï  Pomegranate,  and  other  Trees,  multiply 

there 
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there  in  a  moft  prodigious  manner,  and  afford 
moll  excellent  Fruits-    Vines  thrive  as   well 
fhere  as  any  of   the  reft  \    but,    becaufe  the 
Climate  is  hot,   and  the  Ground  continually 
moift,  fo  foon  as  the  Grapes  are  gather'd  they 
beain  to  produce  new  ones,  which  much   im-  3?  ,  7  », 
pairs  and  fpends  their  natural  Sap  or  Juice  m  a  continue 
fmall  time.    The  Olive  Trees  are  very  fair  and  long, 
large  here,  yet  produce  no  Fruity  but  only  a 
BlofTom.    It  is  a  certain  Obfervation,   That  ^^^,7^ 
fuch  Trees    as    bear    Fruit  with  Kernels  in  withKar^ 
them,  thrive  but  indifferently  in   the  Indies,  nels  don't 
and  fcarce  ever  bare   any  Fruit.      Thus   the  '/•"'^■"^«. 
Apricot,   Apple,    and    Cherry-Trees,    either 
fow'd  or  tranfplanted  in  feveral  Parts  of  thefe 
Ifles,   never  came   to  any  thing.   ' Pli/iy  frj s ^  Lib.  iz. 
That  the  Olive-Trees  bare  no  Fruit  in  the 
Indies,    * 

The  Tree  GnazHama  brings  forth  a  certain 
Fruit,  which  the  Indians  put  into  their  Drink, 
and  makes  them  as  Fat  as  Hogs.  If  they  can 
make  a  Horfe  to  Drink  of  this  Mixture,  be 
he  never  fo  Lean,  he  will  grow  Plump  and 
Fat  in  a  little  time.  The  Tree  Gagai  bares 
fmall  White  Figs  v/ith  fmaU  Kernels,  like  the 
European  Figs,  and  are  very  well  tafted.  Out 
of  the  Bark  of  this  Tree,  they  make  Cords  ^ 
and  out  of  thcfc  Cords,  their  Shoes  and 
Pumps. 

Wild  Vines  grow  plentifully  in  all  Parts  of 
the  Indies,  as  well  on  the  Continent  as  in  the 
ll]es,and  bear  a  tolerable  pood  Grape  orRafins  j 
they  creep  up  to  the  very  Top  of  the  Trees, 
like  our  Vines,  if  they  be  cultivated  and  ty'd 
to  Stalks  -,  they  produce  a  much  better  and 
fweeter  Fruit, 

Pliny  fpeaking  of  Tl'/rjD^Tjf/ff^Trees  fays.  The  Lib.  4, 
Male  bares  no  Fruit,  and  that  is  of  two  forts  ; 
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one  bearing  a  Red,  the  other  a  Yellow  Fruit, 
which  ripens  about  the  fame  time  that  Grapes 
do,  being  of  the   bignefs  of  a  Bean,  and  of  a 
very  agreeable  Scent  :  When  it  is  touch'd    it 
emits  a   kind  of  a  raHnous   Snbllance.     Thcfe 
Trees   grow  on  Mount  hla^  not  far  from  Troy  \ 
and  in  M^ce^oni^i^    and   about  D^imas  :  Thefe 
Trees  bring  forth  certaiiiBowls  containing  fome 
fmall  Animals,  which  fing  like  Grafshopper-^  ; 
and  out  ot  the  Bark  of  theTree  ilVues  a  raliuous 
Indi  n      vifcous  Liquor.     The  T^r^tw^/wf  of  the  Product 
Turitn-     of   the  Incites^  is  differ ciit  from  that  whereof 
''"^«         P/iwy  has  given  usa  Dcltription  \  for  tho'  they 
have  a  kind    of  fmail  Creatures,   not  unlike 
thofe  meniion'd  by  this  Author,  from  which 
ifliies  a  fort  of  rafinous  Subllance,  it  is  of  quite 
another  Nature  than  Ttirfemine. 
The  Ce).     1  he  Cclba  is  the  largeft  Tree  that  grows  la 
la,/ï  hr^e  rhe  In^e'.    One  of  thcfe  Trees  near  the  City 
2''''-        of  St.  Domingo^  was  of  fo  vaft  a  Bulk,  that 
fourteen  Men  holding  one  another  by  the  Hand, 
could  not  grafp  it^  and  to  thi^  Day,    in  the 
Woods  on  [he  Continent,  are  fome  to  be  feen 
not  much    Icfs  than   that  was  ^   tlie  inferior 
Part  or  Pit  of  this  Tree,  i>   fpungy  and  light, 
and  eaiie  to  be  cut:    This  bulky  Tree  affords 
a  very  agreeable  and  fpacious  Shade,  this  be- 
ing the  only    thing  it  is  good  for  -,  whereas 
Tirci  that  there  are  divers  Trees  in  the  Indies^  the  Shade 
k:U  Men   vvhcreof  produces  mofl  iiifupportable  Pains  in 
hy  ihcir    ^.j^g  Head,  and  fometimcs  kills  thofe  that  tarry 
•^  "'  ^*      too  long  underneath  them  ^  of  this  Kind  is  that 
Tree,  from  which  the  C/?r/^vjdraw  their  Poifon, 
wherewith  they  envenom  their  Arrows.    1  he 
Fruit  of  the  Tree  Cdbii  opens  it  felf  at  the 
approach  of  the  Sun-beams,    and   coiitains  a 
woolly  Sub/tance,  in  the  midit   whereof   are 
fmall  Grains  or  Kernels,  which  are  the  Seed  of 
the  1  rees.  lu 
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la  the  Weftern  Parts  of  Hifvaniola^  for  the 
fpace  of  400  Leagues,  you  (hall  meet  with  a  fort  ^TP^'-  . 
of  Apple-Trees,  the  Fruit  whereof  is  a  mortal  ^'^"/°'' 
Poifon:  Thcfe  Apples  fmell  like  our  Mufcade  in  ■''^^'°''^* 
Pears,  and  ïo  fair  to  the  Eye,  that  one  can 
fcarce  fmell  to,  and  look  at  them,  without  be- 
ing tempted  to  tafte  them  ^  fuch  as  being  not 
acquainted  with  the  poifonous  Qiiality  of  this 
Tree,  and  tarry  for  fome  time  under  its  Shade, 
find  themfelves  ftupify'd  with  their  Eyes, 
Cheeks,  and  whole  Face  fwell'd  ;  and  if  by 
chance,  the  Dew  that  falls  from  this  Tree, 
happens  to  touch  them,  it  burns  like  Fire,  and 
raifes  Blifters  and  Pimples  on  the  Skin  \  if  it 
touches  the  Eyes  it  makes  them  burlt,  and  the 
Party  remains  blind  for  ever  :  A  Man  can't  Hay 
for  anyconliderable  time  near  a  Fire  made  of 
its  Wood,  without  being  (eiz'd  with  an  in- 
tolerable Head-ach,  and  a  certain  Heavincfs, 
which  afTeds  both  Men  and  Beafl:  ;  fuch  is 
the  Malignity  of  the  juice  contain'd  in  this 
Wood. 

One  thing  wherein  the  Trees  in  the  Indies  dif- 
fer from  thofe  of   Enrope,   Africa^    aud  Afia^ 
is.  That  the  Iirfl  never  cafi:  their  Leaves,  being  Trees  al- 
always  Green  throughout  the  whole  Year.  ' Tis '»'jy^<^"'^" 
no  hard  matter,  to  find  out  the  Reafon  of  this '"/''•"''  ^"" 
difference  -,  becaufe  all  the  Seafons  in  the  Inaies^  ^'^  * 
are  temperate  and  moiit,  the  whole  Year  being 
like  one  continued  Spring.  The  01ive,the  Laurel, 
and  Falm.Tree,    Myrtle,  Cyprefs,    and  Pine- 
Tree,  never  part  with   their  Leaves,  in  what 
Part  foever  of  this   Country    they  grow  ^  no 
more  than  many  other  v/ûd  Trees,  as  the  Juni- 
per, the  Cedar,  Turyemine^  the  Tamarisk,  &c. 
all  which  are  continually  Green  here.  The  Canes 
and  Reeds,  enjoy  the  fame  Advantage  in  thefc 
Farts.    Pliny  tells  us,  That  the  Trees  which 
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grow  about  Memphis^  and  in  the  Country  of 
Tkthaidn^  never  loft  their  Leaves,  nay,  not 
even  the  Vines.  This  may  very  well  be 
apply'd  to  the  JndiMn  Trees  ;  but  on  the  other 

Btit  don't  ^^"^î  ^^^7  3^6  ^°^  ^^^y  durable.  Their  na- 
contivue  ^ural  radical  Juice  or  Moifture,  is  difpers'd  in  a 
^o-)dfQr  ihort  time,  they  dwindle  away,  and  bear  no 
any  long  longer  any  Fruits  ^  fo  that  they  are  oblig'd  to 
pull  them  up,  and  plant  others  in  their  Places. 
The  Beams  and  Planks  made  of  thefe  Trees  are 
of  no  long  Duration  ;  the  Pofts,  Uoors,  and 
Windows  made  of  them  perifh  daily,  and  are 
foon  confum'd  by  the  Worms.  Perhaps  fome- 
ihing  of  the  Fault  may  be  laid  at  the  Work- 
mens  doors,  who  make  ufe  of  it  whilft  it  is  yet 
quite  Green. 


time^ 


C  H  A  P.    X. 

Some  peculiar  Obfervations  comernïng  cer- 
tain Trees  in  the  Indies,  whereof  they  pre- 
pare moH  excellent  Medicines  jor  the  Cure 
of  Wounds  y  and  other  Difeafes, 


T 


"N  all  Parts  of  HifpawoU.  as  well  as  on  the 

_  Continent,  you  meet  v\ith  vaft:  Numbers  of 

Trees  cover'd  with  Thorns,  they  grow  wild, 

and  out  of  the  firft  Leaves  fproutiug  forth  o- 

thers,  and  out  of  the  fécond  others  ftill,  con- 

tiguous  at  the  Extremities  to  one  another,  they 

A  Mcâiei- Çqy\t^    inftead    of   Branches.     They  take   the 

for  tU     ^^3ves  and  Thorns  of  this  Tree,  bruife  them. 

Cure  0/    3"d  fpread   them  upon  a  Linnen-  cloth    like  a 


t)o<ien 


Plaifter  ^  this  they  apply  to  a  broken  Leg  or 
Lhuhs.      Arm,  after  it  has  bin  well  fct  befoin:.  •  This 

Plaifter 
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Plaifler  re-unites  and  ftrengthens  the  broken 
Part  to  a  Miracle  ;  tliey  leave  it  upon  the 
Wound,  till  it  has  performed  its  Operation, 
and  when  it  is  peifeftly  cur'd,  it  falls  oif  it 
felf.  The  Fruit  of  this  Tree  is  of  a  reddifli 
Colour,  of  the  bignefs  of  an  Olive,  cover'd 
on  the  out-fide  with  almoft  imperceptible 
Prickles,  which  Iling  your  Fingers  when  you 
touch  it  :  They  make  of  this  Fruit  a  kind  of 
Pafte,  which  they  cut  in  Pieces  of  an  Inch 
fquare:  The  Indian  Men  and  Women  highly 
value  it,  and  ufe  it  to  Paint  their  Faces  and 
Bodies  with ,  of  a  Rofe  Colour,  it  far  ex- 
ceeds the  Red  Paint,  made  ufe  of  by  the  Eh- 
ropea»  Ladies. 

.  They  grow  in   divers  Parts  of   HifpMicla, 
on   certain  Trees,  from  which  they  draw  a 
liquid  Subftance,  like  a  Balfam,  being  an  ex- 
cellent Medicine:  They  grow  pretty  tall,  and  ^ /^''^■/'^'^ 
their  Leaves  are  not  unlike  thofe  of  the  Pom-      * 
granate-Tree  :  The  Trunk  and  Branches  of  the 
Tree,  feem  to  be  very  dry,  but  the  Leaves  are 
very  Green  and  Frelh.    This   Tree  is  call'd 
Coacovax  by  the  Indians'^  the  Wood  will  bura 
like  a  Flambeau,  whence  it  is  that  the  Fifher- 
men  ule  it  in  the  Night  time,  when  they  are 
9  Filhing  :  It  has  an  agreeable  Scent,  notwith- 
{landing  which,  the  hdians  can't  bear  it.    Vaft 
Numbers  of  thefe  Trees  grow  in  the  Woods, 
as  well  in  this  Illand  as  on  the  Continent.     u4v' 
tonio  de  VilU  Smta^  Inhabitant  of  St.  Bsmingo^ 
was  the  firit  who  made  Trial  of  the  Effeds  of 
this  Liquor,  unto  which  they  give,   but  im- 
properly, the  Name  of  a  Balfam.    'Tis  proba- 
ble he  had  learn  d  this  Secret  from  his  Wife, 
who  was  an  Indian  Woman.    Others  fay,  That 
Codom^   a  noted  Indian   Phyfician,    firft  of  all 
found  out  this  Balfam,  in   1515,    They  take 
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the  Shavings  of  this  Tree,  and  boil  them  ia 
Water,  which  produces  a  fort  of  Liquor  m>i 
unliiiean  Oil,  but  fomewhat  thicker,  of  a  Red 
Colour,  like  Claret.  'Tis  an  excellent  Remedy 
for  all  frefli  Wounds,  ftopg  the  Blood  in  .1  Mo- 
ment, and  clofes  the  Orifice  -,  there  is  not  a 
more  eafie,  nor  fafer  Remedy  to  be  found  in  the 
World,  and  which  allays  the  Pain  fo  foon  as 
this  docs. 
^«Iniian  ^''''"  ^^^^  Indians  have  a  mind  to  take  4 
¥uy^e,  P"rge,  they  make  Ufe  of  a  Fruit  not  unlike 
apedl'd  Hafcl-Nut^  the  Fruit  is  theProdudtof 
a  Plant,  the  Leaves  whereof  refemble  thofe 
of  our  Hemp:  \t  bears  certain  Bottoms, 
wherein  are  cncios'd  three  or  four  of  theft 
Kernels.  Don  John  àe  la  f^ega^  after  his  return 
to  f^aUuUulj  made  a  certain  Spaniard,  his  Re- 
latio.'î,  take  one  of  thefe  Kernels,  which  had 
fo  terrible  an  Operation  npon  hiin,  that  in 
lefs  than  24  Hours,  he  voided  all  his  Entrails, 
anddy'd  in  the  utmoll:  extremity  of  Pain  and 
Mifcry. 

There  is  a  certain  kind  of  Figs  in  Hiffaniola, 
caird  the /Vf/  of  Hell,  commonly  known  to  the 
Phyiicians,  Druggifls,  Herbarifts,  and  Per- 
fumers. The  Banks  of  the  Rivers  here,  are, 
for  the  mo/t  part,  linV!  wiih  fine,  tall  and  flrait- 
Canes.  The  Jadians  build  their  Cabins  of 
them  i  andfodo  the  Enroperins  fometimes,  be- 
lides  other  Ufes  they  have  for  them.  The 
Ground  which  produces  thefe  Caues  is  generally 
very  fie  to  bear  Indian  Grain,  and  all  forts  of 
Puife.  The  thinner  Ibrt  of  Cane,  is  made  iife> 
of  for  Arrows,  Mats  and  Pancers,  and  divers 
other  curious  Workmsnlhip  •  and  the  fineft  of 
all,  are  tranfported  into  Enrove  for  N^alking-- 
canes. 

All 
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All  over  the  Indies  you  fee  (in  great  Quan- 
tity) a  certain  Herb,  call'd  /,  by  the  Indians  -,  ^"  -^f^ 
tcry  fit  to  Fatten  Cattel  withal,  as  our  Acrons  I'^^^/J^^^f^^ 
la  Europe.  This  Herb  grows  up  high,  like  the 
Ivy,  only  that  the  Leaves  are  fomewhat  thin- 
ner. They  are  made  ufe  of  to  purge  the  Body, 
they  evacuate  fo  gently,  that  Children  and  big 
belly'd  Women  may  fafely  take  k.  They  bruife 
thefe  Leaves,  fqueezeout  the  Juice,  mix  it  with 
fome  Suchas,  and  take  it  fafcing.  All  the 
Fields  are  fall  of  this  medicinal  Herb. 

The  Chriltians  inhabiting  the    Indies,    pre- 
pare artificial  Balfam  of  a  certain  Plant,  that  j^  artiji' 
grows  wild,  it  rifes  up  to  the  height  of  a  Man,  cial  Bal. 
Ï0    that   you  would    take  it  for   a  Shrub  or/"«. 
Tree,    the  Stalk  being  Reed,    as  well  as  the 
Leaves,  which  are  not  unlike  the  Vine  Leaves 
in  the  beginning  of  the  Winter,    when    they 
have  loll  their  natural  Colour.     It  bears  Grapes 
of  the  bignefs  of  a  Hand,  the  Kernels  whereof 
are  no  lefs  than   a    fmall   Mufquet-ball,   and 
plainly  to  be  difcern'd    through  the  Skin  of 
the  Grapes,  they  are  Green  inclining  to  Red, 
(in  fome  Places)  efpecially  when  they  begin  to 
ripen.    Thefe  Grapes  they  boil  with  the  Leaves 
of  the    Plant,    till  it  is  made  thro'  the  Confi- 
ftency  of  Honey,  then  they  let  it  fettle,  and 
keep  it  for  the  cure   of  >A'ounds,   which   it 
performs  v»'ith  an  almoft:  ftupeadious  fuccefs  : 
For,  this  Balfam  flops  the  Blood,  cleanfes  the 
Wound,  ^né  cbfes  it  up,  even  tho'  part  of  the 
Subdanie  of  the  Flefh  be  wanting.     M.any  are 
of  Opinion,  that  this  artificial  Balfam  isfafer 
and  quicker  in    healing  of  Wounds  than  the 
true  natural  one.     The  Leaves  of  this  Plant, ^^ji^U^^ 
deltill'd    through   a  Limbeck,    afford  a  moft  ^tiuaVi- 
excellent  Acjun  l^ita.     A  Negro  who  had  his  Leg  tie.* 
Quite  tor^  to  Pieces  by  a  Càit,  which  run  over 

his 
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his  Body,  was  cured  by  it  la  a  very  fhort  time 
they  only  dipped  foine    Linnen  clothes  in  the 
jiquii  ^^:^y  which   they  apply 'd   to   his  Leg. 
It  is  alfo  an  excellent  Remedy  for  the  Cholick, 
?nd  the  defluxion  of  cold  Humours. 
XheWi-      An  Indian^  tho'  you  treat  him  never  fo  kind- 
wsvery   iy^  will  not  part  with  his  Secret,  of  thefe  they 
tenacious  ^^g  yç^y  t^nacious  ',  hence  it  is  that  they  keep 
%cuuïn  ^°  themfelvcb  i^x  Knowledge  of  the  Vertues  of 
rhfick.     their  Simples,  efpccially  in  reference   to  the 
Europeans  ^  for  let  any  one  of  them  be  never  fo 
much  their  Friend,  they  will  not  impart  to  him, 
thofe  things  they  know  may  contribute  towards 
the  curing  of  Difeafes.    It  muft  be  attributed 
to  nothing  but  a  good  Chance,  that  our  Peo- 
ple found  but  the  ftupendious  EfTcds  of  that 
Plant,  \.\\t  Ind.Ans  L2Î[\  Perebecenue.     When  it  is 
come  to  its  full  growth,  it  is  as  tall  as  a  Man  j 
it  cures  all  manner  of  Wounds,  be  they  never 
J <"r/r(r /or fo  old,  nay,  even  when  gangreen'd,  and  as  one. 
ciWounds  };x\diyj   fay,   become   incurable.      They  take    a 
dfl^ Tiff»  J.  Handful  of  the  Leaves  of  this  Plant,  boil  them 
in  fair  Water,  till  one  third  of  the  Decodion 
be  evaporated,  then  take  it  from  the  Fire  and 
fet  it  to  cool.     In  this  Decodion  they  dip  Lin- 
nrn-Cloaths^  wherewith  they  wa(h,  and  rub  the 
Wound',  this  done,   they  apply  fome  of  the 
frefh   Leaves,    but  not   till   after  they  have 
fqueez'd  the  Juice  out  of  it  upon  a  Linnen- 
Cloath  ;  wherewith  they  bind  up  the  Wound. 
This  Opcradci  muft  be  repeated  twice  a  Day, 
and  in  a  very  fliort  time  it  will  cure  the  moft 
malignant  Ulcers  and  Wounds. 


CHA?, 
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CHAP.    XL 

Of  fome  pculiar  forts  of  Animals  in  the  In- 
dieSj  ana  of  their  particular  (Qualities, 

TH  E  Cori  is  a  little  four  footed  Creature    Cori* 
not  unlike  our  Rabbets  or  Moles  ^  tl[[QyCre&uire 
have  fmall  Ears,   which  they  lay  fo  clofe  to^'^^^^^^' 
their  Necks,  that  they  are  fcarce  to  be  feen  ;  ^^' 
they  have   no  Tails:    Some  are  White,  fome 
Black,  fomePy'd,  White  and  Black  ;  fome  are 
Py'd,  White  and  Red,  very  agreeable  to  the 
Sight;  They  make  no  ill  Scent  in  the  Houfe  5 
feed  upon  Herbs,    and   a  little  ferves  them  : 
They  tafte  like  the  belt  Rabbets,  but  their  Flefii 
_  is  not  fo  dry,  but  more  lufcious. 

The  Ifidians  did  not  make  Ufeof  Dogs,  till 
the  Europeans  taught  them  the  Conveniency  of 
thefe  Creatures  \  but  what  is  moft  ren^arkable, 
is,  that  the /«^/Vz// Dogs,  never  Bark,  Howl  or  i^^^y^^ 
Cry,  nay,  even  not  when  they  are  beaten  or  d^^^ n^. 
Jtiil'd  Î  Their  Flefh  affords  good  Food,  for  va  Bark^ 
which  purpofe  it  U,  that  they  have  bin  almolt 
all  deftroy'd  by  the  Europeans.  PUny  tells  us, 
that  the  Frogs  in  Cyrcne  don't  make  any  Noife  ; 
when  they  are  tranfported  into  other  Countries, 
they  begin  to  fing.  Tis  pcfliljle,  that  if  the 
Indian  Dogs  were  brought  into  other  Parts, 
they  would  Bark  and  Howl,  like  other  Dogs. 
^Tis  certain  that  the  Grafhoppers  in  theifleof 
Senphe^  don't  fing,  till  tr.cy  arc  tranfported 
into  the  adjacent  Gnnntries. 

The  Indians  were  dellitute  of  all  forts  of 
Horfes,  till  they  were  brought  thither  out  of 
Spam  ;^  b.'t  iviice  t'lat  time,  they  are  cncreafed 
p  a  great  Number  in  all  Parts  of  the  Country. 

They 
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They  have  now  alfo  vafl  Store  of  Oxen 
and  Cows,  \q  that  you  n^ay  buy  a  good  Oxe 
for  a  Piflole  ^  and  abundance  of  Bears  are 
kiH'd  here,  oaly  for  their  Hides,  the  Flefli 
they  throw  away.  The  Deacon  of  the  Church 
of  St.  Domino 0^  has  i5coo  Head  of  Cattle  be- 
longing to  him,  and  the  reft  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants in  Proportion  ;  However,  fince  they 
haveapply'd  themfclves  to  their  Sugar-works, 
mod  of  this  Cattle  is  grown  wild,  being  al- 
ways kept  in  the  common  Fields  and  Woods, 
but  are  encreas'd  to  aa  almoil  incredible 
Number. 
J/^Jiidian  ^^^  /»^/f/  are  full  of  Serpents,  fo  that  it 
6crpe7it:  would  be  next  to  an  ImpnfTiSiliry,  to  give  a 
harmicfi.  Defcription  of  their  feveral  Kinds  :  They  are 
harmlcfs,  and  according  to  their  Opinion,  not 
vencmous  :  Some  of  them  are  twenty  Foot 
long,  but  of  the  thicknefs  only  of  a  Doublc- 
fift.  The  Indians  eat  them,  and  fay  they  are 
very  good  Meat.  They  have,  however,  a  kind 
of  fmall  Green  Serpents,  which  are  full  of 
Poifon,  and  much  in  rcquefl:  -,  becaufe  with 
their  Poifon,  they  envenom  their  Arrows. 


C  H  A  P.     XII. 

Of  their  Sea  and  River -Jijh, 

SErpents  and  Fifh  being  the  mod  common 
Food  of  the  Indians^    they  catch  the  iaft 
with  Cotton-Threads  :     but  they  have  a  cer, 
H-'w  the   tain  Herb  they  call   halgua^     this  they   chop, 
liiûians     gj^^  ^,if  the  Fifh  with  it,  by  ca  ft  in  g  it  on  thé 
/■'//I         Surtace  of  the  Water  :  The  Fifh  being  as  it  were 
intoxicated  by  this  B:iit,  arife  to  the  Surface 
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of  the  Water,  where  they  remain  without 
Motion,  fo  that  they  can  take  as  many  as  they 
think  fit,  with  their  Hands  only.  They  have 
moft  forts  of  Fifh  we  have  in  Europe  :  Roaches, 
Soles,  Turbits,  Eels,  Sardins,  Sea  and  Shell-fifh 
of  ail  forts,  their  Fifn  are  not  fo  Phlegmatick, 
and  confequcntly  more  wholefom  than  thofe  of 
'Europe  \  but  on  the  other  Hand,  are  not  fowell 
tailed.  You  fee  here,  alfo,  other  Fifh.  in  great 
Q^Jantitits  ^  but  the  Number  of  Tortoifes  is 
incredible. 

They  are  often  terrify'd  in  thcfe  Seas  by  a  Monjlmiâ 
certain  monftrous  FiTi,  the  very  Sight  where- -^/^^-f"' 
of  makes  the  Mariners  tremble  for  fear,  efpe-*^-'"^"*^^^^ 
cialiy  thofe  in  fmall  Vcfiels,  which  are  in  great 
danger  of  being  overfet  b/  them,  bccaufe  they 
cafta  vad  Qiiantity  of  Water  out  of  their  No- 
flrils  with  an  almofl:  incredible  Strength  ;  wheri 
they  appear  above  VV'ater,  they  difcover  their 
Wings  almofl  like  two  Arms,  each  of  which 
being  twenty  or  twenty-eight  Foot  long,  and 
the  Head  fourteen  or  fifteen,  judge  of  the  bulk 
of  the  whole  Body  of  this  Aninal,  which  is 
not  much   inferior  to  that  of  a  middle  fiz'd 
Vcffel. 

The  Seis  in  thefe  Parts,  abound  alfo  in  Sea- '^'^•^■«"'^'^'»^ 
wolves,  efpecially  near  the  Shore  of  the  Conti- 
nent :  It  is  the  nimbleff  Fifli  of  all,  they  go 
out  of  the  Water  to  flee p  upon  the  Sands,  and 
fleep  fo  found  that  you  may  hear  them  fnoaring 
at  a  greatdiftance;  fo  they  are  eaiily  taken  or 
kiifd  whilft  they  are  afleep.  The  Females 
bring  forth  two  youn'i:  ones,  whom  they  nou- 
rifh  with  the  Milk  of  their  Breafts.  On  their 
Backs  they  have  a  curious  fine  Blaek  Skin, 
however,  fometimes  you  fhall  fee  alfo  fomc 
Red  ones.  1  here  lies  a  certain  fat  Subftance 
betwixt  their  Skia  and  Flefh,  horn  whence  they 

draw 
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draw  an  Oil  they  make  ufe  of,  both  for  frying 
and  burning  in  Lamps.  Every  Part  of  their 
Body  is  fit  for  Food  ;  but  if  you  eat  this  Flelh 
for  lèverai  Days  fucceflivel y ,  it  lies  very  heavy 
upon  the  Stomach.  Thefe  Sea-wolves  are 
eighteen  or  twenty  Foot  long,-  and  eight  in 
Circumference  :  Their  Teeth  arc  very  fliarp, 
and  they  Prey  upon  other  Fifh,  who  make 
open  War  againft  them  in  vafl:  Shoals,  fur- 
round  and  bite  them  -,  but  the  Sea- wolves  com- 
monly make  their  Party  good,  let  the  odds 
of  Numbers  be  never  fo  much  againft  them. 
They  make  a  great  Noife  whilft  they  are  fight- 
ing, you  fee  the  Water  bubble,  and  the 
Waves  rife  up  to  the  height  of  the  Maft  of  a 
Ship,  and  the  Surface  appears  all  Bloody.  One 
thing  is  very  remarkable,  concerning  the  Skins 
of  the  Sea-wolves,  thatfuch  Pouches  or  Girdles 
as  are  made  of  them,  relax  and  lie  flat,  when 
It  is  Ebb-tide  at  Sea  -,  whereas  they  areftiffand 
bloated  when  the  Waters  flow. 


CHAP.     XHI. 

Of  the   different   IQnds  of   Birds    of  Û 
ladies  j  both  at  Sea,  and  on  the  Qonth 
nent. 


WHen  you  travel  out  of  Europe^  to  the 
Indies^  you  will  fee  a  vaft  Number  of 
Birds  flying  clcfe  to  the  Surface  of  the  Sea, 
with  an  incredible  Swiftnefs  ^  they  are  not 
unlike  our  White  Pidgeons,  with  long  and  thin 
Tails,  whence  they  are  call'd,  by  the  PalTengers, 
Bnlrufh  ;  Thefe  Birds  breed   alhoar,  neverthe- 

lefs 


of  Voyages  md  Travels.  287 

îefs,  are  frequently  feen  at  Sea  above  300 
Leagues  from  any  Land  j  their  Beaks  and 
Eyes  are  Red,  and  their  Feet  and  the  extremi- 
ties of  their  Wings  Black  ;  fometimes  being 
quite  tir'd  with  flying,  they  pearch  or  fettle 
on  the  Mafts  or  Deck  of  the  Ships,  and  aretakea 
with  much  eafe. 

Generally  fpeaking,  all  the  Birds  of  the 
Indies  have  Feathers  varying  with  many 
lively  Colours  :  The  beautiful  and  different 
Colours  of  the  Parroquet,  are  pail  all  De- 
fcription.  The  Nigh  tin  gals  fing  not  fo  fre- 
quently here,  as  in  Europe^  neither  do  they 
come  near  them  in  their  Nodulations  and  Va- 
riations. On  the  other  Hand,  the  Sparrows  fing  '^'»r'"<? 
very  melodioufly  here  -,  they  have  them  hereof '^J?'*"''"'^* 
all  forts  of  Colours,  nay,even  feme  that  are  quite 
Black  ;  but  they  are  very  fmall.  They  have 
alfo  another  kind  of  Sparrows,  who  live,  as  it 
were,  in  the  manner  of  a  Family  :  They  build 
a  Neft  big  enough  to  hold  200  or  300,  viz,, 
for  feveral  Families,  with  divers  Partitions 
for  each  Family,  for  the  Father,  for  the  Mo- 
ther, and  the  young  ones  :  If  they  efpy  a  large 
Bird,  or  a  Bird  of  Prey  coming  near  them, 
the  whole  Flock  draw  out  in  a  Body,  fall  upon 
their  common  Enemy,  and  don't  leave  him, 
till  he  has  left  fome  of  his  Feathers  behind  him  j 
that  moll  of  the  otherRirds  are  as  fraid  to  corae 
near  inch  a  Neil,  as  .Men  are  to  approach  a  Nelt 
of  VVafps. 

On  the  Seas  and  Sea-coafl  of  the  Indies,,  you 
fee  alfo  another  Bird,  which  has  forrething  ve- 
ry peculiar  belonging  to  him:  His  Feathers ^7?>4?ije 
are  fpotted  like  a  Leopard,  being  a  Bird  of  ^^^''• 
Prey  both  by  Sea  and  Land  -,  one  ot  his  Feet  is 
large  and  broad  like  that  of  a  Goofe,  and  the  o- 
therhasa  Tilonlikean  Eagle:  If  any  Fifh  are 
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{porting  on  the  Surface  of  the  Water,  he  fpie* 
themat  agreat  diftancc,  in  the  Air,  and  com* 
ing  down  P^'^iftly  upon  them,  gripes  them  with 
his  Talonsj  and  with  his  other  Foot  Avims  a- 
way  at  his  own  eafe,  and  eats  them  ;  but  if  h« 
happens  to  light  upon  a  very  ftout  Fifh,  he  car- 
ries it  to  the  next  Rock  or  Tree;  For,  as  I 
told  you  aheady,  this  is  an  amphibious  Bird,  he 
^Preys  not  only  upon  Fifh,  but  upon  Lizards  alfo, 
for  want  of  Filhes. 


CHAP.     XIV. 

Of  the  Infers  peculiar  to  the  Indies. 

INfccls  were  calPd  by  the  Aucieats,  fucH 
animals  as  liv'd  without  Blood  and  RefpN 
ration.  1-Uny  can't  fufficieutly  admire  thoia 
extraordinary  Pcifcdions,  which  arc  obfcrv'd 
in  fome  of  thefe  little  Creatures^  which  aiç 
exact  and  curious  in  many  of  their  Funâions, 
that  fome  have  atti  ibuted  the  life  of  Reafoa 
to  them  -,  and  truly  it  is  almofl  incomprehenli-. 
ble  how  Seufation  fhould  be  obferv'd  to  luch  à 
Degree  of  Perfection  in  fuch  minuteBodies  :  Some 
of  them  hear  to  adrairation,others  are  incredibly; 
quick  fighted,  fome  have  a  Nice  Palate,  others 
a  very  extraordinary  Scent  ^  fome  have  Wings^, 
others  long  Legs,  &c.  fome  of  them  are  greedy, 
of  human  Blood,  and  Nature  has  provided 
them  with  a  Sting  or  a  kind  of  Alembec  to. 
pierce  our  Skin,  and  to  fnck  it.  Tbofe  that 
live  in  Woods,  have  likcwifc  certain  fmall  In- 
llruments,  wherewith  to  bore  fmall  Holes< 
We  frequently  admire  the  Strength  of  an  Ox^ 
a  Camel,  and   of  the  Elephant,  who  carried* 
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whole  Towers  on  his  Back,  we  dread  the  fiery 
Nature  of  a  Lyon,  we  obferve  not  without 
Admiration  the  Swiftncfs  of  a  Bird  of  Prey  j 
but  Nature  is  no  lefs  to  be  adrair'd  in  its 
Produdion  of  Flies,  and  of  the  vilefl  Jnfefts, 
which  are  provided  by  her  with  every  thing 
neceflary  for  their  Subiillance. 

It  happens  fometimes,  that  certain  Parts  of 
the  Indies  are    over-whelm'd  with  fo  vaft  a 
Numbers   of  Ants,  and  that  they  make  fuch-P^o^/^zwi 
incredible  Ravages,  that  the  Inhabitants  know  •^»""^'''<« 
not  how  to  continue  in  their  Habitation  -,  for  ''■'    "^'' 
they  ruin  all  the  Trees  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that 
they  bear  no  Fruit  for  feveral  Years  after,  and 
cat  or  fpoilall  the  Provifions  they  have  in  their 
Houfes.    Thus  one    time   the  Inhabitants  of 
St.  Domingo  were  reduc'd  by  thefe  Infeds  to 
fuch    Extremities,    that  they  were  upon  the 
Point  of  quitting  the  City  ^  but  before  they 
came  to  this  laft  ReColution,  aflemblcd  ia  the 
Cathedral,   where   Alexander  Giraldin ,    their 
Arch-bilhop,  celebrated  folemn   Mafs    in  hii 
Pontificalibus,  and  made^in  the  Name  of  all  his 
Diocefians,  a  folemn  Vow  to  God,  under  the 
Patronage  of  St.  Saturnin,    whom  they  chofc 
Proteâor  of  their  City,  and  no  fooner  had  they 
made  this  Saint  their  Advocate,  buttheCaU- 
ffiity  ceas'd. 

The  Scolopender^  or  the  Creature  with  a  , 
hundred  Feet,  is  of  a  Fingers  length,  his  j^.^^n^cy. 
Sting  is  very  painful  :  Some  of  them  are  of 
different  Colours  with  black  Streaks  and  black 
Heads,  thefe  ate  the  moft  dangerous  of  all.  A 
certain  Kind  of  thislnfeftwithahundied  Feet, 
never  appear  but  again  ft  Rain,  or  approach- 
ing exceflive  Heats  ^  they  deltroy  the  Corn,  and 
other  Produds  of  the  Field,  and  fhinefo  bright 
in  the  Night,  that  they  even  enlighten  the  Air 
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that  furrounds  them.  Sometimes  Scolopenden 
and  Infedsof  a  hundred  Feet,  have  bin  feea  as 
long  as  the  Palm  of  a  Man's  Hand,  and  as  thick 
as  a  Man's  Thumb,  v^ith  fmall  black  Streaks  and 
black  Horns  -,  thefe  fecm  very  terrible  ia 
the  Night  tim.e,  but  hurt  no  Body  ^  theyar-e 
often  feen  as  well  in  the  Houfes  of  the  Europeans^ 
as  in  the  Cabins  ef  the  Indians, 
Lib.  14.  Tliny  mentions  certain  Creatures  defli- 
cap.  34.  tute  of  a  Paflàge  to  void  their  Exrements, 
Hill.  Nat.  ^fl^hich,  he  fays,  come  out  of  their  Mouths: 
Thefe  Creatures  feed  moft  generally.upon  Bloodi, 
till  they  bur  ft  ^nd  dye,  and  this  kind  of  Inleds 
are  engendered  in  the  flelh  of  Oxen  and 
Dogs.  "  . 

Scorpons.  The  Inhabitants  of  the  Indies  are  fre- 
quently troubled  with  great  Numbers  of 
Scorpions  ^  thofe  that  are  flung  by  them,  dye 
coranionly  in  three  Days  time  ^  however,  their 
Stiag  is  much  more  dangerous  to  Women  and 
Female  Children,  becaufe  they  arc  feldomcr 
cur'd  than  Men  and  Boys  \  but  after  all,  it  is 
certain,  that  the  Scorpions  in  uimenca^  are  not 
altogether  Co  venemous  as  thofe  in  Enrcpe^^ 
the  Wound  they  give  is  exceeding  painful 
for  a  Qiiarter  of  an  Hour,  and  comes  pretty 
near  to  the  Sting  of  a  Wafp  at  firit  Appear-t 
,  .  ^  ,  ance.  There  is  alfo  a  fort  of  Flies  in  the  Indiet)^ 
/w^//'/-Very  well  worth  our  Obfervation:  They  arc  as 
7i%  i'AVj.  big  as  a  Min's  Thumb,  have  Eyes  as  bright  âS 
if  they  were  two  lighted  Candles,  fo  that  they 
enlighten  the  circumambient  Air,  where-evec 
they  fly.,  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  People  who 
wanted  to  light  a  Candle  in  hafte,  have  biû 
known  to  run  ftrait  forward  to  a  Pcrfon  who 
held  one  of  thefe  Flies  in  his  Hand,  thinking 
it  had  bin  a  Candle.  They  give  fo  ilrong  a 
Light  in  a  Chamber,  that  you  may  both  read 
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and  wrire  by  it  -,  they  put  two  or  three  of  them 
together,  and  ufe  them  inftead  of  a  Lanthorn, 
to  light  therrt  through  the  Fields,  tho'  the 
Night  be  never  fo  dark.  Soldiers  frequently 
make  ulè  of  them  here,  in  their  nûftarnal 
Marches,,  to  keep  them  in  the  right  Way, 
and  prevent  them  from  lofîqg  one  another  in 
the  Woods.  The  hidinns  mikt  a  kind  of  Collar 
of  them^  fo. that  they  may  be  feen  at  a  Leagues 
diftance,  when  they  are-  abroad  a  hunting  m 
the  Night  time  V  this  Light  being  attended  with 
this  Cohveniency,  that  neither  Wind  nor  Raiâ 
can  extinguifh  it  :  'Tisci'edibly  reported,  that 
one  of  thefe  Flies  put  on  the  Head  of  a  Guide 
lias  givtn  fufficient  Light  to  a  whole  Party, 
that  were  fent  oilt  in  the  Night  upon  fome 
Secret  Dclign  :  ^is  not  only  the  Luftre  of 
their  Eyes,  that  produces  this  Lights  it  is 
fpread  likèwife  on  both  fides  of  their  Bodied, 
fo  thatwlien  they  move  their  Wings  in  fly- 
ing, this  Light  is  conlîderably  augment'ed': 
They  are  kept  to  ferve  inftead  of  Candles  et 
Suppers,  without  any  other  Light.  The  Indians 
bruife  and  make  a  Pafte  of  them  ^  and  when 
they  have  a  mirid  to  make  Sport,  and  frighten 
thofe  that  are  unacquainted  with  the  Sccrer, 
they  rub  their  Bodies  with  it,  -which  appears  to 
be  all  on  Fire  in  the  Night  time.  This  Infed, 
when  it  is  near  Death,  Irs  Li^ht  decays  and 
lofes  itfelf  by  Degrees. 
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CHAP.     XV. 

Cert  AW  curious  una  rare  ObfervAtions  of  the 
IJIe  of  St»  John,  a?id  how  it  was  con" 
([uer'^à.  hy  the  Europeans. 

TH  E  Indians  call  Borichen  the  fame  Ifle 
unto  which  the  Europeans  have  fince  gi- 
;Ven  the  Name  of  the  Ifle  of  St.  John^  about 
2  5  or  30  Leagues  diftant  from  HiffanioU^  to  the 
Weftward  of  it.  About  midway  betwixt  both 
is  the  Ifle  of  Mona,^  containing  fcarce  three 
Leagues  in  Circumference,  but  is  very  fertile, 
and  inhabited  by  a  few  Indians  and  Chriftians. 
All  forts  of  Herbs  are  moltexceflent  here,  and 
they  have  the  beft  of  Melons.  The  Ifle  of 
St.  John  is  J  5  Leagues  long,  and  20  broad, 
feated  under  the  17th  Degree  beyond  the 
Equinoftial.  It  abounds  in  Gold,  and  every 
thing  that  is  ncceflary  for  Life,  efpecially  in 
Mahiz.  and  Ca(faves^  whereof  they  make  their 
Bread.  They  don*t  want  convenient  Harbours, 
aiid  have  Plenty  of  Fifh.  The  Country  is  wa- 
tered and  moillned  by  divers  Rivers,  and  ftor'd 
with  Cattle  of  all  forts. 

Don  Nicholas  d*  Ovando  having  fubdu'd  this 
Ifland,  made  John  Ponce  d*  Leon  his  Deputy  Go- 
vernour  there,  one  who  had  aflllled  Chrijiropher 
Cclumbm  in  his  firft:  Difcovery  of  the  Indies. 
The  Chief  Cacique  or  Lord  of  this  Ifle, 
Vizm'^A  .JigHcibana^  to  (hew  his  Efteem  for  the 
Chriftians,  v\  ou'd  aflume  the  Name  of  John 
Ponce  de  Leon^  it  being  a  Cuflom  among  thefe 
Ihdlans^  that,  when  they  intend  to  give  any 
one  a  particular  Mark  of  their  Efteem,  they 

change 
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change   their  Name   for  his.    This  Cad^ue^s^^^fij^P' 
Mother  had  alfo  taken   the  Name  of  Jg^es,  ^-'H^'^' 
being  a  Lady  of  fingular  Merit  (confidering  ihe  /^n! 
was  an  Indian)  and  her  Son  the  Caci^ue^  pay'd 
her  all   the  Deference  and  Refpeô  Ihe  could 
délire  ;  Ihe  had  bin  an  Eye-witnefs  of  all  that 
happen'd  when  the  Europeans  firfl:  got  footing  ia 
that  Ifle,  and  us'd  to  difcourfe  of  that  Enter- 
prize  with  a  great  deal  of  Senfe  and  Judgment. 
Above  all  other  things,  (he  advis'd  her  Son  and 
Subjeâs  to  maintain  a  good  Correfpondence 
with  the  Spaniards^  which  produc'd  this  Efitd, 
that  the  Cacique  difcoverM  to  them  two  Ri- 
vers very  rich  in  Gold. 

The  Air  is  very  unwholefom  in  this  Ifle,  and 
the  Water  not  fit  for  life  j  the  European  Chil- 
dren us'd  to  dye  as  foon  as  they  were  wean'd, 
and  drank  of  thefe  Waters,  they  turn'd  Yellow, 
and  dy'd  of  a  lingering  Diflemper.    Thefe  In- 
conveniences oblig'd  the  Europeans  to  change 
their  Habitations,   and  to  make  their  Settle- 
ments on  the    furthermofl:  Point  of  the  Ifle  \ 
but  they  could  not  fubfift  there,  they  were  fb 
infeftedand  plagu'd  with  Flies.    Twas  about 
this  time  the  Indians  laid  a  Defign  of  riling  in 
Arms  againft  the  Chrifl:ians  \  they  put  it  in 
Execution  one  Briday^  in  the  Year  151 1,  when 
the  Chriftians,  who  not  in  the  leaft  fufpedted 
any  fuch   thing,   were  difperfed  in   diffèrent 
Places.     For  this  purpofe  it  had  bin  concerted 
among  the  Indians,  That  each   Caci<jue  fliould 
niurther  fuch  Chrifl.ians  as   he  found    in  his    The  Tn- 
Dominions,  that  fo  they  might  be   furpriz'd  dianww.i/"- 
and  maflacred  all  at  once.    The  Indians  bdag-f'^'^'''^^'^ 
alTembled,  to  the  Number  of  jood,  in  fevera J  ^^)^ll^]i^ 
Places,  fell  unexpededly  upon  the  Ghriftians,  of ^f^-^jonl 
,whom  they  put  about  80  to  the  Sword  j  tor, 
.  tliis  being  a  woody  Country,   it  was  an  ealie 

X  3  inatter 
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matter  for  them,  to  afTemble  and  conceal 
thenifelves,  till  the  Signal  was  given.  The  other 
Chriftians  now  faw  themfelves  in  tht  molt 
eminent  Danger  of  undergoing  the  fame  Fate 
with  theif  dead  Companions,  before  they 
could  get  into  a  Body,  when  Viego  Sataz.ar^ 
a  brave  Captain,  feeing  there  was  nothing  but 
Death  to  be  expeâed  at  the  Hands  of  thefe 
Barbarians,  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  thofe 
few  Sf^nniardsthdit  were  nearelt  at  Hand,  and 
charg'd  the  Enemy  with  fo  much  Refoiution, 
that  at  the  firft  Charge  (being  quite  amaz'd 
at  his  Bravery)  they  threw  down  their  Arms, 
to  fly  with  the  more,  fwiftnefs  and'eafc  -,  after 
"which,  Salaz.a  joiifd  Vcnce  dt  /J^o/ï  with  his 
Troops.  After  this  Shock,  the  very  Name  of 
•Salaz^ar  became  fo  terrible  to  theie  Barbarians, 
that  whenever  they  law  a  Spamard,  theythought 
it  had  bin  Salaz.ar,  '      .  < 

The  Indians^   among    other  Prifb;icrs,   had 

taken  the'  Son  of  Swarez.  de  Adedina  delCampo^ 

'and  kept  him,  with  a  Defign  to  Maflacrc  him 

on  apnblick  Feftival^  in  Sight  of  the  People. 

Swafez.  advertis'd  by  a  Slave  of  the  barbarous 

Defign  of  the //?<^*>//,  goes  thither  in  Perfon, 

0«j  y?72^ç/e'and  meeting  with  300  of  thefe  Wretches,  who 

Spaniard  guarded  him,  throws  himfelf  into  the  middle 

tstoohard'Qf  them,  killing  all  he  met  in  his  Way  -,  and 

/o)_3oo    leaving  releasM  the  Prifoner,  carries  him  off 

without  Oppolition,  the  Indians  not  daring  to 

purfue  him. 

This  Venom  of  Rebellion  had  fpread  it  felf 
all  over  the  Ifland,  the  Inhabitants  whereof  had 
taken  a  fix'd  Refoiution  to  fhake  off  the  Yoak 
of  the  Europeans^  coft  it  what  it  will.  One  Day 
a  young  Spama^d^  who  had  difguis'd  himfelf  like 
an  Indian^  by  painting  his  Body  with  fuch  vari- 
ous Colours  as  they  molt  delight  in,  took  an 

Opportunity 
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Opportunity  of  getting  in  among  them,  as  they 
were  Merry-making  on  a  certain  Fcflival: 
Here  he  heard  them  talk  of  nothing  elfe  but 
triumphing  over  their  Enemies,  before  they 
had  got  the  Vidory  ;  and  of  the  approaching 
Deliverance  of  their  Country,  by  the  Slaughter 
of  all  the  Chriftians.  He  gave  notice  of  what 
he  had  under  flood,  to  the  Governour,  who 
flighting  the  Matter,  was  a  few  Days  after 
murder'd,  with  all  that  were  near  him,  by  the 
Indians» 

The  Spaniards   enrag'd  at  fo  barbarous  an 
Aâion,  refolv'd  on  the  utter  Extirpation  of  the 
Indians^  to  revenge  the  Death  of  their  Gover- 
nour, whofe  Funeral  Obfequies  they  celebrated 
with  as  much  Magnificence?  as  the  prefent  Cir- 
cumftances  of   their  Affairs  would  give  them 
leave.     Which  done,  Diego  Salaz.ar^  Pence  Leon, 
Michael  de  Terro^  and  the  reft  of  the  Spaniflj 
Officers  of  note,  aflembled  all  the  Remnants 
of  their   Forces    into  one  Body,    above  one 
half  of  them  being  murder 'd  by  the  Indians, 
whilfl:  they  were  difpers'd  in  divers  Parts  of 
the  Ifland.    'Tis  to  he  obferv'd  here,  that  it 
was  a  general  Opinion  among  thefe    Indians, 
That   the  Chriftians  were  Immortal;   and  it 
was  this  that  render'd  them  fo  terrible  among 
thefe  Barbarians,  till  a  certain  Accident  un- 
ridled  this  Secret.    Some  Indians  offering  their  j],^  jn-ij. 
Service,  to  carry  one  John  Salced  on  their  Backs  ans  vuke 
crofs  the  River,    he  accepted   of  it;  but  no/'.y.J^^^-'^- 
-  fooner  were  they  come  in  the   midft  of  the '^^^^^^-"^ 
Current,  but  they  not  only  let  him  drop,  ^^"^^^^.^^iiorul 
alfo  ftified  hin  under  Water  \  this  done,  they  ' 
laid  his  dead  Carcafs  upon  the  Bank  of  the 
River,  where  they  guarded  it  for  three  Day<:, 
frequently  fpeaking  to  it,  and  asking  it  many 
Qpeftions,  to  try  whether  it  would  return  an 
X  4  Anfwer  ; 
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Anfwer  -,  To  fooa  as  they  found  it  to  contrat 
an  ill  Scent,  they  gave  notice  of  what  liad 
happend  to  the Caci^ue^  who  from  time  to  time 
fent  fome  of  his  Indians  to  look  upon  it,  in 
order  to  convince  them  by  their  own  Senfes,that 
the  Chriflians  were  no  lefs  Mortal  than  other 
Men.  This  prov'd  one  of  the  chiefeft  Motives, 
that  embolden'd  them  to  the  intended  Infur- 
reâion ,  and  the  Maflacring  of  the  Chri- 
ftians. 

The  firfl:  Engagement  happened  in  the  Country 
of  the  Cacique  Aqueibana^  near  the  Mouth  of 
the  River  Carinco.  The  Eurt^eans  furpriz*d  the 
Indians  in  the  Night  time,  and  made  fuch  a 
Slaughter  among  them  (tho'  they  had  a  good 
Number  of  the  Caribes  or  Cannibals  in  thcit" 
Array)  that  they  believ'd  no  otherwife,  thaa 
that  the  fame  Chriflians  they  had  maflkred  in 
cool  Blood,  were  reviv'd  from  the  dead  ^  and 
it  was  to  this  Miracle  they  attributed  their 
Viciory,  when  they  faw  a  numerous  Army  de- 
feated by  a  Handful  of  Men.  Ponce  àt  Leon 
with  24  Soldiers  only,  had  another  fortunate 
Encounter  with  a  whole  Army  of  Indians^  con- 
jifting  of  no  lefs  than  1 1000  Men.  The  Indians 
feeing  fo  infignificant  a  Number  advance  with 
Co  much  Boldnefs  and  Ficrcencfs  againfl:  fo 
great  a  Number,  could  not  fo  much  as  bear 
the  very  Sight  of  their  Enemies,  and  therefore 
began  to  retreat  before  them  -,  but,  when  they 
faw  one  of  their  Companions,  advanced  oa 
fome  diltance  before  the  reft,  drop  by  a 
Musket  ball,  they  were  fo  terrify'd  at  the  ua- 
ufual  Noife  and  its  Eifeâs,  that  believing  him 
to  have  bin  kill'd  by  a  Thunder-bolt,  they  run 
away  as  faft  as  they  could,  to  fave  their  Lives 
by  Flight. 

The 
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The  Fruit  they  reap'd  of  this  Victory,  was 
the  abfolute  Conqueft  of  the  \^ç  oi  Borichcn^Sulmit  to 
whereof  the  Sfaniards  remaia'd  in  quiet  Pof-  '*^'''* 
fefljoa  after  that  time.  Notwithftanding  all 
the  great  Services  of  Vonce  de  Leon^  done  to 
the  Crown  of  S^ain  by  this  Conquell,  he  fell 
into  Difgrace,  and  was  recall'd  from  his  Go- 
vernment, by  the  Interefl  of  Chriftopher  Co^ 
lumhui,  who  was  none  of  his  Friend.  Seeing 
his  Services  fo  ill  rewarded,  he  cquipp'd  two 
Barques,  in  order  to  make  fome  new  Difco- 
veries  on  the  Shoar  of  the  Continent.  In  this 
Voyage,  coming  to  the  Ifle  of  Bimini^  the 
Illanders  told  him,  there  was  a  Fountain  in 
the  Country  which  had  the  Vertuc  of  making 
old  People  young,  and  reftoring  them  to  thei» 
full  Vigour  :  Ponce  de  Leon  overcome  by  the 
Perfuafions  of  the  fimple  Iflanders  (who  aâu- 
ally  believ'd  there  was  fuch  a  thing;)  fpent  above 
Six  Months  in  vain  in  fearch  after  it  ^  how-  . 
ever,  he  did  not  altogether  lofe  his  Labour, 
having  by  this  Means  difcoverM  a  Tra<ît  of 
above  100  Leagues  long,  and  50  broad,  of 
the  moft  beautiful  Country  on  the  Continent, 
about  the  25th  Degree  beyond  the  Equinodial 
Line.  The  Chriftians  were  much  forwarded^'""''"'' 
in  this  Difcovery,  by  a  moft  miraculous  Dog,  ^°^  ^^S' 
call'd  Berzillo  ^  becaufe  he  did  fuch  Adions,  as 
would  have  perfwaded  fome  People,  that  he 
was  a  rational  Creature.  Hefound  out  a  De- 
fertcr  in  the  midft  of  100  Indians^  he  bit  him, 
and  feiz'd  him  with  his  Teeth  by  the  Arm, 
to  force  him  to  come  back  to  his  own  Canip. 
If  a  Prifoner  happen'd  to  make  his  Efcape  in 
the  nieht  time,  they  only  us'd  to  let  loofe  this 
Dog,  who  following  the  Scent,  was  fure  to 
find  him  out,  and  to  bring  him  back,  tho'  he  was 
9  League    from    the  Camp.     He  knew  who 

were 
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were  Friends,  and  who  were  Foes  to  the  tit- 
ropeans  ;  he  would  wag  his  Tail  at  the  firft,  and 
fall  upon  the  laft  ^  and  what  is  almofl:  incredi- 
ble, he  could  diftinguifh  in  the  Family  fuch 
as  bore  a  particular  Affedion  to  his  Mailer 
from  the  reft.  Kis  Mafter  being  a  Captain, 
had  one  and  a  half  Man's  pay,  for  this  Dog's 
Service  in  the  Army.  This  ftupendious  Crea- 
ture attempting;  one  Day  to  follow  an  Indian^ 
that  was  run  away,  was,  in  fwimming  crofs  a 
River,  kirPd  by  a  poifonous  Dart  an  Jm^ian 
let  fly  at  him  from  the  oppolite  Side  of  the 
fame  River. 


CHAP.     XVI. 

Some   pArticuLir  Obferv;i,tions  of  the  Jjle  of 
Cuba,  calPd  othennfe  Ferdinand'^  Ifle, 

.-^Df/fn^-T^HE  llle  of  Cuba  is  not  above  25  Leagues 
tionofthe  J^  diftaut  from  BifpamoU:  It  has  300 
jy/c  o/Cu- Leagues  in  Length,  and  65  in  Breadth,  being 
^^'  fituated  above  20  Degrees  beyond  the  Equi- 

noâial  Line.  The  Capital  of  this  Ifle  is  the 
City  of  St.  James  \  which  has  a  very  conveni- 
ent Port,  and  the  Havana  lies  on  the  North- 
point  of  this  Ifle.  The  Iflanders  wear  ftiort 
Cloaths  of  Callico,  Kings  in  their  Ears,  and 
Golden  Chains  about  their  Necks.  The  Wo- 
men  have  a  Callico  Veil  on  their  Heads,  and 
about  their  Necks-,  and  befides  this,  a  fhort 
Mantle  about  their  bhoulders  aud  Arms. 

This  is  a  very  populous  Country,  there  are  a- 
bove  33QO  C:,''Anes  alone  in  the  Province  of 
Campechio.     Thcfe  People  fl:ood  araaz'd  when 
they  faw  S!iip3  with  all  their  Equippage   ap- 
proach* 
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proaching    the  Shoar ,   but    they  were   like 
Thunder-ftruck,  when  they  heard  the  dread- 
ful Noife,  and  faw  the  Fire  and  Smoak  of  the 
Cannon,  and  got  the  Scent  of  the  Gun- powder 
into  their  Noflrils,    they  thought  no  other- 
wife  than  that  it  had  bin  Thunder  and  Lighten- 
ing.   They  feem'd  to  be  overjoy'd,  and  highly 
carefs'd  thofe  few  Europeans  that  went  a-fhoar, 
and  prefented  them  with  good  Itore  of  Birds 
fit  for  Food  -,   with  Turtles,  Peacocks,    wild 
Ducks,  and  divers  other  forts  of  wild  Fowls, 
befides  fome  Hares  and  Bucks.    About  fifteen 
Leagues  higher,    they  faw    the    Province  of 
j4gvavil^   the  King  or  Caciqueh  Name,    that 
th^n  commanded  there  in  chief,  being  Ciapotow. 
They  met  here  with  a  quite  different  Recep- 
tion,  for  the    Natives  threatned   them  with 
their  Bows  and  Arrows,  and  would  not  fuffer 
them  to  come  a-fhoar.     Their    Faces   were 
painted  with  various  Colours,    and  having  a 
mind  to  draw  the  Chriftians   into    a   Snare, 
when  they  ask'd  them  for  frefh  Water,  told  . 
them,  That  their  Springs  were  at  fome  diftance  j-^g^^gjjery 
from  the  Sea-fidc,  and  that,  if  they  pleas'd  they  ^f  \he  h- 
would  fhew'  them  the  way  how  to  come  at  them,  hsbitants. 
They  led  them  through  abundance  of  By-ways-, 
in   order  to  cut  off  all   Hopes  of  retreating 
and  then  charg'd  them  at  a  diftance  with  their 
Arrows.    The  Chriftians,  tho'  but  few  in  Num- 
ber, defended  them  ft  Ives  molt  gallantl/,  and 
at  lafl,  with  great  Difficulty,  got  back  to  their 
Ships,  after  having   kill'd  a  good  Number  of 
the  Indians  ;  but  it  coft  them  the  Lives  of  no 
lefs    than    20    Spuninrds^    and    30    wounded, 
among   which  was    Captain  Francis  Hernadez, 
•Had  the  Barbarians  let  them  go  on  for  fDme 
time  longer,  before  they  entred  upon  Haftili- 
-ties,  they  mufc  have  all  fain  a  Sacrifice  to  their 
Fury.  The 
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jn  odd        The  Inhabitants  of  the  Ifle  of  Cuba  have  a 
Cuftom  a-  firange  Cuftom  belonging  to  their  Marriages  : 
Inbabi-"  If  it   be  a  Cacicjue  that  is   married,    all   the 
tantu       Caciqnes  that  are  prefent  at  the  Wedding-Feaft, 
lie  with  the  new  married  Woman,  before  her 
Spoufes  Face.     If  it  is  another  Perfon  of  note, 
all  thofe  of  the  fame  Rank  challenge  that  Pri- 
viledge.     If  it  be  one  of  the  vulgar  fort,  all 
the  Guefls  enjoy  the  Bride,  who  after  this  great 
Exploit,  cries  out  as  loud  as  Ihe  can,  as  if  it 
were  to  bpaft  of  her  Vigour,  to  have  bin  able 
to  fuftain  the  Approaches  of  fo  many  Men. 
They  are  generally  great  Lyars,  ftupid,  volup- 
tuous, ungratefulldiots,  and  incapable  of  com- 
prehending or  learning   the  true  Dodines  of 
Chriftianity.    They  worfhip  the  Devil  under 
the  Name  of  Cemi  ^  they  think  it  no  Crime  to 
lie  with  a  Woman  ;  and  Sodomy  is  a  general 
Vice    among    the    Indians.     The   leaft    Pre- 
tence in  the  World  fervcs  for  a  Divorce,  and 
the  Women  in  this  point  have  the  fame  Liberty 
as  the  Men  \  for,  they  leave  their  Husbands  with- 
out any  further  Ceremony,  if  they  find  them  not 
vigorous  enough  to  fatisfy  their  fenfual  Appetites. 
The  Caciques  have  as  many  Wives  as  they  pleafe, 
and  the  refl"  as  many  as  they  are  able  to  main- 
tain.    Mofl  of  the  Natives  of  the  Ifle  of  Cuba^ 
fpend  great  part  of  their  Lives  in  Hunting  and 
Filhing-,  the  Country  is  very  fertile  in  Gold, 
and  a  mofl:  prodigious  Quantity  of  that  Metal 
has  bin  exported  from  thence  -,   their  ricbeil 
Mines  are  in  the  Mountains. 

This  Ifle  affords  a  certain  Animal,  and  that 

in  vafl:  Numbers,    of  a  very  good  taUe  and 

in  odd    NouriJhment,  not  unlike  our  Rabbots,  except 

'fort  of     that  they  have  a  Tail  like  a  Rat,  and  a  Skin  like 

Rabbets,    a  Hedge- hog  ^  they  flea  them  before  they  eat 

them.    They  will  pearch  upon  certain  Trees 

that 
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that  grow  in  the  Sea  ;  they  fliake  the  Trees,  and 
lb  thefe  Animals  drop  into  the  Water,  the 
Indians  fwim  after  them  and  catch  them  up  \ 
they  are  call'd  GHabin^({uinaz,  in  their  Language  i 
They  are  foraetiraes  of  a  Gray  Colour,  fpeckled 
with  Red. 

In  a  certain  Plain,  fîtuated  betwixt  two 
Mountains,  in  the  Ifle  of  Cuba^  are  to  be  ïtçn 
prodigious  Quantities  of  round  atones  of  all 
Sizes,  fome  of  the  bignefs  of  Cannon-bullets, 
(bme  of  Tennis-balls,  others  of  Musket-balls, 
and  others  of  a  lefs  Size  j  they  are  by  Nature 
fram'd  fo  exaâly  round,  that  no  Turner  or  o- 
ther  Workman  could  be  able  to  bring  them  to 
Co  nice  a  Rotundity.  The  whole  Plain  is  cover'd 
all  over  with  them,  fo  that  it  in  feems  as  if  that 
whole  Traft  were  one  entire  Mine  of  Stones  ; 
they  ufe  them  for  Mufquet  Bullets,  for  want  of 
leaden  ones. 

In  the  Northern  part  of  this  Ifle  there  is  a 
rich  Mine  of  Bitumen  or  Pitch,  which  they  cut 
in  large  Pieces»  and  ufe  it  in  pitching  their  Ships. 
Pliny  fays,  the  Lake  ^fphaltites  in  Jnilea^  pro-  l-|j  - 
duces  a  bituminous  Subftance.  ^un.  Cnrtint 
mentions  a  certain  deep  Grotto,  from  whence 
ifllies  a  bituminous  Liquor.  In  the  Province  of 
Tanuco  in  Nevp  Spain^  is  fuch  a  Mine  of  Bitumen:, 
but  it  exceeds  that  in  the  Ifle  of  Oiha.  There 
are  two  bituminous  Springs  in  the  Province  of 
Peru. 

The  Natives  of  the  Ifle  of  Cuha^  as  well  as  ^^^  ji. 
all  the  other   Indians^  when    they  intend    to  Indians 
declare  War   to   their    Enemies ,    in    order  dcnoimce 
to  give  the  Signal  for  a  Combat,  light  a  kind ''^'"^° '"•^ 
of  Flambeau,  which  they  pitch  on  a  high  place, ^"^^  ^^* 
foas  to  be  feen  at  a  conliderable  diftance  ^  as 
long  as  this  Flambeau  or  Torch  continues  burn- 
ing, they  commit  not  the  leaft  Holtilities  j  but 

no 
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to  fooner  is  it  extinguifh'd,  but  they  let  up 
a  moll  terrible  Cry,  to  encourage  one  ano- 
ther ;  run  to  their  Arms,  and  prepare  them- 
felves  either  for  their  own  Defence,  or  for 
the  attacking  of  the  Enemy.  They  never 
Hand  their  Ground  when  they  engage  ;  but 
fo  foon  as  they  hare  Itt  fly  their  Arrows, 
retire  in  a  diforderly  manner  \  fometimes  they 
will  return  to  the  Charge,  but  this  is  mofl 
commonly  from  behind  fome  Tree  or  other, 
from  whence  they  take  their  Eneitiies  with 
th^ir  Arrows  at  an  Advantage  ;  fometimes 
they  will  fight  alfo  at  Sea,  end  even  fet  upon 
the  Eitropm  Ships  ;  but  they  can  do  them  but 
little  harm,  becaufe  their  Canoes  being  very 
fmall  and  (lightly  timberd,  the  kâfl:  Caanon- 
fhot  tears  them  all  in  pieces. 


C  H  A  P.     XVII. 

Diego  \th{cô  finds  Ferdinand  deÇpitez: 
to  make  jome  New  Difcovertes  :  '  He  is 
made  Governour  of  New  Spain. 

CI  A  p  ta  in  Dieço  Veîizfco  had  fpent  above' 
i  1  ocooo  Crowns  of  his  own  Money^  or  at 
leaft  of  his  Friends  Money,  to  raife  certaia 
Settlements  in  the  A/im?  World  -,  Co  that  he  dy'd 
poor,  after  having  furmounted  great  Difficnl- 
ties,  and  taken  a  World  of  Pains  in  vain.  He 
lent  Ferdinand  de  Cortez^  tO  New  Spain^  with  â 
fmall  Squadron  of  fix  Ships,  befides  fome  Bri- 
gantines,  well  provided  with  all  forts  of  Pro- 
villons,  and  all  other  things  recuiilte  for  fuch 
an    Enterprize.     The    next    following   Year* 

Ferdi" 
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Ferdinand  de  Cortez.  having  got  a  good  Footing 
on  the  Continent,  did  but  little  trouble  his 
Head  about  rdafco^  nay,  not  fo  much  as  to  give 
him  the  leaft  Account  of  hisSuccefs,  or  to  let 
him  hear  the  leaft  News  of  him  ;  but  on  the 
other  Hand,  fent  to  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  an 
ample  Relation  of  his  Voyages  and  Adven- 
tures, with  fome  Patterns  of  the  rich  Gold 
Mines  of  Peru.  F'elafco  inforra'd  of  thele  Pro- 
ceedings, equips  another  VelTel,  under  the 
Command  of  Captain  Pamphilio  de  Narhaesy 
with  Orders  to  declare  Ferdinand  de  Cortez, 
a  Révolter,  and  to  chafe  him  from  his  new 
Settlement^  h\xt Cortez.  found  Means  to  amufe 
Pamphilio  with  fair  Words,  till  he  had  an  Op- 
portunity of  feizing  and  detaining  him  his 
PriToner.  Thofe  who  came  along  with  Pam' 
philioy  prov'dof  Angular  Advantage  to  Cortez, 
who  was  in  great  want  of  Men,  to  under- 
take the  Conquefi:  of  Mexico^  and  of  Monte^ 
X^may  the  then  Lord  of  that  rich  Country. 
VeUjco  grown  defperate  at  the  ill  Succeis  of 
Pamphilio,  refolv'd  to  go  in  Perfon  into  Nexo 
Spain,  and  cquipp'd  eight  Ships  for  that  pur- 
pofc,  but  return'd  without  fucceeding  in  hisj-^^p 
Delign,  and  all  the  Charges  of  that  Avrndi- j-^^^^^JJ^ 
ment  was  loft,  .at  leaft  to  himfelf.  In  theVeiaico. 
mean  while  abundance  of  Chriftians  flock'd  to 
dc  Cortez.  from  all  Parts,  who  courteoully  re- 
ceiv'd  and  treated  all  fuch  as  came  to  his  Alli- 
ftance,  and  beftow'd  great  Rewards  upon 
them  for  their  Services  ;  fo  that  in  a  fhort 
time  he  was  ador'd  by  all,  whilft  y^lafco,  his 
Rival,  faw  himfelf  defpis'd,  even  by  his  own 
Creatures.  To  ftop  the  further  Progrefs  of 
thcfe  DilTenfions,  which  had  already  created  no 
fmall  Animofities,  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 
thought  it  nioft    advifable,   by    his  Letters 
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Patents,  to  conftitute  Ferdinand  àe  Cortex^  Gd2 
vernour  of  New  Spain^  exprefly  forbidding  at 
the  fame  time,  FeUfco  to  appear  there  in  Per- 
fon,  or  to  fend  any  body  thither  in  his  Name. 
f^eUfco  almoft'Thunder-ftruck  at  this  unexpcd- 
ed  News,  refolvM  to  go  to  Spain^  to  de- 
mand Juftice  from  the  Emperor,  and  to  lay 
before  him  the  vail  Expence  he  had  bin  at  in 
doing  him  Service  in  the  New  fVorld  •  but  he 
dy'd  before  he  could  effed  it  :  So  that  Ferdi- 
nand  de  Cortcz,,  feeing  himfelf  thus  freed  of 
his  Competitor,  remaind  in  the  quiet  PoITef^ 
fion  of  the  Government  of  his  New  Province. 
ydafco  was  very  poor,  when  he  went  along 
with  Chrifiopher  CoUimbtn  to  the  Indies^  wherc 
he  became  very  rich  -,  but  fpent  it  all  in  equip- 
ping of  Ships,  to  make  new  Difcoveries,  fo  he 
dy'd  as  poor  as  he  was  born  :  He  was  repaid  in 
his  own  6oin  by  Ferdinand  de  Cortez,,  whom 
he  had  fent  at  his  own  Charge  to  theCoaft 
of  Mexico  y  for  what  he  had  done  before  to 
Don  Diego  Colnmbo^  from  whom  he  ufurp'd  the 
Government  of  the  Ifle  of  Cuba^  whether  he 
had  bin  fent  by  him. 

1  know  not  any  thing  wherein  the  Authors 
have  beftow'd  more  Fains-,  and  given  more 
ample  Relations,  than  in  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Wefi  Indies.  Befidcs  thofe  already  mentioned, 
we  will  add  fome  others,  which  the  Reader 
may  confult,  to  be  fully  inftrudcd  in  a  Hiftory, 
which  contains  fo  many  curious  and  pleafing 
Novelties. 

Som: 
Juthors  Bartholomew  delas  Cafa^  Biihop  of  Chiappay 
^^f'^h'7  writ  an  apologetick  Hiftory  of  the  Indies^  con- 
^the^i^ior  ^^iniag  a  fhor  t  Defcription  of  theQiialifications 
o/^Wiu"-aûd  Difpoiitioas  of  the  People  oi  this  New 
o.c-^.  World  y 
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World  ^  without  fpeaking  here  of  his  General 
Hiftory  of  the  Indies  mention'd  before. 

•  Francis  Lopez,  de  Gomaras  General  Hijlory  of 
the  Indies^  in  two  Parts,  concerning  Tern  or 
A^ew Spain  -,  Printed  1 553.  in  Folio^  and  a  Second 
edition  in  2  Volumes,  in  410,  1554.  It  was 
publifh'd  by  order  of  the  Royal  Council  of  the 
Indies» 

It  was  tranflated  into  the  Italian ,  by 
AngujUnCravdez.^  and  printedin  two  Volumes, 
in  8vo,  1550.  A  certain  Anonymous  An- 
ther has  done  the  fame  Hiftory  into  French^  in 
8vo.  \6o6.  And  Gemma.  Frifmi  has  p«b- 
lifh'd  in  Lawi^  the  Geographical  Part  of  all 
the  Places  mention'd  in  that  Hiftory. 

'Jerome  Benz^ono  has  composM  a  Hilary  of  the 
New  World  in  Italian^  printed  in  8vo,  1572. 
but  this  Author  is  no  Friend  to  the  Sparnards. 
^  •  Theodore  de  Bry  has  Tranflated  this  Piece  into 
tatin^  with  fome  additional Obfervations^  and 
is  inferted  in  the  4th,  5th  &  6th  Tom.  of  his 
HifioYy  of  the  Weft  Indies. 

Licentiate  John  Caflellan  has  publifli'd  a  Hi. 
ftory  of  the  most  Ilhtfirioits  Perfons  of  the  Indies, 
inVerfe,  in4to,  1589. 

The  2d  and  3d  Part  of  this  Worlc  was  never 
Printed,  but  only  in  M  S.  and  is  to  he  ktu.  ia 
the  Famous  Library  of  Don  John  de  Snldiema^  in 
Spain.  Licentiate  Lewis  Tribaldo  of  Toledo^  a 
moft  celebrated  Hiftoriographer  of  the  Indies^ 
prefervcs  likewife  a  MS.  of  the  fécond  Part 
of  this  Work. 

John  Georgino  has  wiit  a  Hiflory  of  the  New 
World  in  Italian^  in  4tO,   i  5  i  6. 

Giiido  Pancirol/a,  among  his  Other  Obferva- 
tions,  makes  mention  of  the  Difco'/ery  of  thé 
New  World  ;  printed  in.  Latin^  in  8vo. 

Y  CHAP. 
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Of  the  Riches  and  Cnrioftties  to  be  oh  fervid 
in  the  IJIe  oj  Jamaica. 

IT  was  an  Attempt  entangled  in  no  finall 
Difficulties,  and  attended  with  no  fmall 
Trouble  and  Labour,  to  be  cxaâly  in- 
forni'd  of  the  Curiofities  of  the  New  World^ 
and  to  bring  from  thence  thofe  immenfe  Trea. 
fures,  which  have  enrich'd  and  fill'd  Furope 
with  Gold  and  Silver.  What  vaft  Iradls  of 
the  Seas  !  How  many  unknown  Countries,  were 
they  not  fore  d  to  traverfe,  before  they  were 
able  to  attain  to  all  thefe  Difcoveries  !  The 
vaft  Difl'erence  of  Air  and  Water  !  Of  Food 
unknown  to  the  Europeans  I  and  many  other 
things,  prov'd  very  incommodious  to  them  : 
The  vafl;  Forefis  and  WildernefTes  they  were 
oblig'd  to  pafs  !  The  Bears,  the  Tigers,  the 
Lions,  the  Serpents  they  were  to  encounter  ia 
thofe  Departs  !  all  thefe  things  feem  as  if,  in  all 
Humane  probability,  they  would  have  checK'd 
and  kept  back  the  moll  courageous  from  fuch  aa 
Undertaking. 

The  Différence  of  Languages  was  not  of  the 
leaft  Obflacles  among  the  re/l:,  fince  the  Enro- 
feans  and  Indians  could  not  underftand  one  an- 
other. But  what  is  it  a  Courageous  and  Indu- 
flrious  Man  is  not  capable  of  cotnpafling,  when 
fupported  by  certain  Hopes  of  reaping  the 
Fruits  of  his  Labour  ? 

The  Conquefl:  of  the  New  irorld  was  not 
purchased  by  the  Spaniards^  wi  til  out  many  a 
f  n  irt  fingagement,  and  much  Blood  (bed  ;  be- 
iides  that,    they  were   frequently  exposM  to 

Faitine, 
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Famine,  Thirfl,  and  the  Wants  of  every  thing 
necelTary  for  the  fupport  of  Humane  Life  ^  they 
were  often  forc'd  to  march  on  Foot,  without 
Shoes,  in  thefe  Savage  and  rugged  Countries  -, 
but  the  Hopes  of  Gain  made  them  bear  up  with 
an  invincible  Courage,  againfb  all  thefe  Diiiicul- 
tiesandObJ[lacles. 

Chrtfiopher  CoUmbHs^  after  his  lecond  return 
from  Eurofe  into  New  Spain^  founded   a   City 
there,  in  1493.  unto  which  he  gave  the  KaniQ^^-^d'y 
of  Ifabella.    He  fet  fail  from  thence  with  two  j/^^'/f  ^* 
Veflels,  to  make  a  Difcovery  of  the  Ille  of  JaJ°'''"^''^' 
tnaica^  about  2  S  Leagues  to  the  Welt  ward  of 
the  lile  of  5p/»,  and  under   the  27th   Degree 
from  the  Equinodial  Line  :     Its  Length  is  of 
about  55  Leagues,  and  its  Breadth  26,  accord- 
ing to  the  Computation  of  the  Enrcpe^ms -^  but 
the  Inhabitants  make  its  Length  of  75  or  80 
Leagues,  and  its  Breadth  only  of  16  or  17.  The 
mofl  Eafterly  Part  iscalPdCape  Moram  :  The 
whole  Circumference  of   the  Hie  of   Jamaica 
may  be  computed  at  1 50  Leagues^  the  Province 
of  CarthniTcna^  on  the  Continent,  is  about  120 
Leagues  diftant  thence. 

The  Inhabitants  of  this  lile,  much  refemble, 
both  in  their  Language  and  Manners,    thofe^-^'^''^''^.'^' 

—  C  OlDlC    0  f 

of  Hlfpamola:  They  go  naked.  The  Country  j.^^^j^-^^^, 
abounds  in  every  thing,  and  has  fome  rich 
Mines  :  It  produces  lïces  of  all  kinds,  in  vaft 
Numbers  and  abundance  of  Cattle.  The  Horfes 
brought  thither  from  C^jhle^  are  nnikiply'd 
there  to  a  great  Number  ^  their  pallure  Grounds 
are  fat  and  fertile,  water'd  by  very  falubrious 
Waters,  coming  from  feveral  Lakes  and  Rivers, 
which  afibrd  them  good  Store  of  all  forts  of 
Fifh  of  an  c.Kccllent  taile.  The  Europeans  that 
are  fettled  at  J^w.î/f.î,  make  their  chief  Profit  in 
Trafficking  with    Cuttle,   Callicoes  of  which 

Y  2  »         they 
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they  have  have  great  Plenty,  and  Sugar  the 
product  of  their  Sugar-Canes.  The  firfl;  Go- 
vernour  oi  Jamaica  was  John  Deft  hivelyViho  went 
thither  with  Chrifiopher  Colnmbi^f,  in  his  fécond 
Voyage  thither  in  1493*  He  being  a  brave 
Captain,  made  an  entire  Conquefl  of  that  Ifle, 
reduc'd  it  under  the  Obedience  of  the  Crown 
of  Caple^  and  reftor'd  Tranquility  to  the  In- 
habitants, rather  by  his  gentle  and  generous 
Deportment,  than  by  force  of  Arms,  abftain- 
ing,  as  much  as  pofiibly  he  could,  from  fhcdding 
of  humane  Blood,  as  well  out  of  a  Principle 
of  Religion,  asof  good  Policy.  Hedy'datthe 
End  of  three  Years. 

Ferdinand^  King  of  Sfain^  commanded  Don 
Die^o  Cohimbo  to  take  up  his  Refidence  in  JamaU 
ca^  and  conftituted  Francis  Gatai  chief  Super- 
vifor  of  his  Royal  Revenues.  This  Man  fooa 
acquir'd  vaft  Riches  \  but  his  Riches  and  good 
Fortune  occafioa'd  his  Fall,  by  infpiring  hiin 
with  an  immoderate  Defire  of  heaping  up 
TreaPjre.  For  this  Pnrpofe  he  equipp'd, 
in  i52:j,  feveral  arm'd  Veîlèls,  which  being 
well  provided  with  Men  and  Provifions,  he 
order'd  them  to  fail  to  the  Continent,  and  to 
ereâ:  a  new  Colony  on  the  Banks  of  a  very  plca- 
fant  River,  call'd  the  River  of  Palm-Trees^  in 
the  Province  of  P.inuco  -,  but  meeting  with 
great  Oppofition  from  Ferdwand  de  Cortez.,  his 
whole  Delign  vanifhM  into  Smoak.  Soon  after 
the  faid  Ferdinand  underftanding,  that  Francis 
de  Garai  had  bin  mide  both  Governour  and 
Intendant  of  the  Finances  of  Jamaica  by  the 
Kvi\%  he  tranfplanted  a  new  Colony  thither 
fron  the  Continent,  and  appearing  there  in 
Perf:»:!,  fcarce  any,  either  of  the  Luropeans  or 
Jndiavs^  would  acknowledge  Ga^ai  for  their 
Governoar.    Vex  d  to  the  Heart  at  this  Affront, 

he 
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he  refolv'd  to  go  to  Menko^  where  he  dy'd  foon 
after  for  Grief;  and  the  Government  of  ^4- 
maica  devolved  to  Don  Diego  Colnmbo. 

The  ChriHians  have  two  Settlements  in  the 
Ifle  of  Jamaica^  the  chiefeft,  call'd  Sevile^  is  on 
the  North-fide,  and  that  to  the  South  is  call'd 
Orifian.  The  principal  Church  is  at  Sevlle^  dig- 
uify'd  with  the  Title  of  an  Abby  j  it  was  a  very 
fair  Strufture,  and  endow'd  with  great  Re. 
venues  at  that  time,  when  Peter  Aiartyr  ('who 
writ  the  Hiftory  of  the  New  IVorU)  was  Abbot 
of  it;  but  both  this  Church  and  Ifland  are  not 
fo  confiderable  now,  fince  the  daily  new  Dif- 
coveries  made  on  the  Continent,  which  has 
drawn  the  Inhabitants  thither,andalmofldifpeo- 
pled  the  Ifland  :  However,  Jamaica  is  very  well  ^ 

worth  any  Bodies  Care,  by  reafon  of  its  Ferti- 
lity and  NA/holefome  Air,  and  Waters,  not  to 
fpeak  of  many  other  Conveniencies  of  Life^ 
whereof  there  is  great  Plenty  there;  Befides, 
that  its  Ports  being  both  ùk  and  large,  and  the 
Sea  furnifhing  them  with  vaft  Stores  of  Fifh,  it 
may  befaid,  that  Jamaica  is  not  inferior  to  any 
of  the  beft  Countries,  fince  it  abounds  in  every 
thing  that  is  convenient  or  necefTary. 

The  Religion  and  Cufl:oms  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  Jamaica  are  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  0- 
ther    Indians^   they  are  addided    to  Idolatry, 
Abominations,  and  the  fame  Vices  ;  but  they 
have  a  peculiar  way  of  catching  Parroquets. 
In  the  Seafon,  when  thefe  Birds  are  upon  the^^,^  ^j,^ 
flight,  you  fee  a  prodigious  Quantity  of  them  Indians 
in  the  Ifle  of  Jamaica,  efpecially  upon  the  Banksr.T/r6  Pj»- 
of  the  Rivers  and  Brooks  where  they  are  us'd»^*'?"^*-'' 
to  feed  :    The  Indians  take  fome  Gourds  or 
Citruls,  thefe  they  hollow  out,  and  fct  them  a 
float  on  the  Surface  of  the  Water;  after  the 
Wind  has  mov'd  them  fometimes  to  one,  fome- 
Y  3  times 
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times  to  the  other  fide,  they  drive  at  lafl  -d. 
fhoar  :  The  Parroquets  frightned  thereat,  fly 
up  into  the  Air,  but  by  Degrees  begin  to 
be  accuflom'd  to  the  fight  of  the  Citrul,  and 
growing  bolder,  follow  the  Motion,  fometimes 
on  one,  fometimes  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Ri- 
ver, according  as  the  Citrul  is  guided  by  the 
Wiiid  :  The  Bird-catcher  perceiving  the  Parro- 
quets to  follow  the  Citruls,  puts  his  Head  into 
one  of  them,  being  hollow'd  cut  before,  and 
fo  plunging  himfelf  into  the  Water,  Swims 
after  thofe  that  are  floating  on  the  Surface 
thereof;  his  v/hole  Body  being  under  V/ater, 
and  the  Gourd  covering  his  Head  to  the  very 
Shoulders,  he  looks  through  a  Hole  made  for 
that  purpofe  in  the  Citrul,  on  what  fide  the 
Panoquets  are  fettled  :  This  done,  he  draws 
nearer  that  way,  and  then  feating  himfelf  upon 
his  Citrul-hcad,  advances  as  near  and  as  Ibftly 
towards  them  as  he  can  ;  and  fo  catching  with 
his  Hand,  the  Parroquets  that  is  moft  remote 
from  the  Flock,  he  draws  it  into  the  Water, 
ftifles  and  ties  it  to  his  Girdle,  and  then  goes 
on  in  the  fame  manner  as  before,  till  he  has 
catch'd  a  good  Number  of  them.  The  India77s 
being  nioft  excellent  Swimmers,  they  are  more 
dextrous  in  fiich  like  things  than  any  other  Na- 
tion ;  for  by  this  dexterity,  and  the  fwift  and 
cafic  Motion  they  make,  both  above  and  under 
Warer,  they  catch  abundance  of  thcfe  Birds  in 
a  very  (hort  time.  The  Parroquets  they  catch 
m  Jamaica  àxç.vi\\\iQ  and  fraall,  but  of  a  moft 
delicious  taile.  They  have  alio  another  way  of 
catching  thefe  Birds  :  They  lay  themfelves  at 
length  near  the  Edges  of  the  Lakes,  and  Banks 
of  the  Rivers,  covering  their  Heads  with 
Herbs  and  Twigs'  of  Trees  \  the  Parroquets 
unaware^  of  the  Snare,  come  to  Pcarch  upon 
themj  and  fo  arc  eafily  ukea.  CHAP. 


of  Voyages  rf;^^  Travels.  311 


CHAP.     XIX. 

Of  the  Sittution  and  Curiofities  of  the  IJIe 
of  Cubagua. 

THcre  are  certain  Countries,  which  to  out- 
ward Appearance  feem  to  be  nothing  clfe 
than  Defarts,  unfit  to  be  cultivated,  or  to 
produce  any  thing  for  the  Snbliftance  of  Men, 
which  neverthclefs  contain  fome  things  which 
turn  to  the  great  Benefit  of  Mankind.  'Tis 
therefore,  not  without  good  reafon,  exprefly 
faid  in  the  Holy  Scripture,  That  God  approv'd 
of  all  the  Works  he  had  made,  'i  hus  we  fee 
fome  Grounds,  on  the  Surface  whereof  appears 
nothing  but  Thorns,  Thiltles  and  Stones,  which 
in  their  Entrails  enclofe  the  richelt  Mines,  of 
Gold,  Silver,  or  fome  other  valuable  Metal. 
Other  Grounds  there  are,  which  being  abfolute- 
ly  barren  and  ufelefs  at  firft  fight,  neverthelefs 
atford  excellent  Materials  for  Dying  and  Paint- 
ing. Even  thofe  vencmous  and  molt  dangerous 
Creatures  the  Serpents,  furnifh  us  with  the  moffc 
fpecifick  Remedies  againit  Poifons  and  other  ma- 
lignant Difcafes. 

The  Ifleof  Ciéagua^  which  is  both  very  fmall 
and  barren,  and  which  affords  not  fo  much  as 
one  Drop  of  fweet  Water,  being  without  ei- 
ther a  River,  Spring,  Lake,  or  any  other 
llanding  Water-,  and  its  Ground  being  fuch  as 
is  not  to  be  cultivated,  but  with  the  utmofl 
Diilicnlty,  is,  notwithltanding  all  this,  not  quite 
deftitute  of  Inhabitants.  There  is  a  very  goodly 
City  there,  and  the  Inhabitants  live  in  lo  much 
Plenty  and  Riches,  that  it  may  compare  with 
any  of  the  belt  ia  the  Indies  ;  itsCircumfeienc* 
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being  no  lefs  than  betwixt  two  and  thfee 
Leagues.  Chrifiopher  Columbus  was  the  firfl  who 
difcover'd  this  Ifle,  in  1496.  fincc  which  time 
fo  many  Pearls  have  bin  brought  from  thence 
as  amount  to  an  ahnofl:  ineftimable  Summ,  and 
the  fame  Traffick  is  continu'd  th§re  to  this  Day, 
becaufe  all  along  the  Shoar  of  this  Ifle,  that 
precicr.s  Commodity  is  taken  up  in  great 
Quanti:ies. 

The  iile  of  Cuba^tia  is  only  10  Degrees  and  a 
half  diilant  from  the  Ëquinoâial-Line,  and  not 
above  4  Leagues  from  the  Continent.  Columbuiy 
when  he  hrft  came  nearthe  Shoar  ot  this  lfle,faw 
fome  few  Indians  bufied  in  Fifhing  for  Pearls^ 
Pc.nIFiJJ;-'^y^l  they  got  away  as  faft  as  they  could  :  How- 
Trîêckof^'^^^'i  ^^^^^  happen'd  an  JntJlan  Woman  to  be 
fhe  i/li  o/Ieft  in  one  of  their  CaKoes,  who  had  a  Ncck-lace 
CuUgu.:.  of  very  large  Pearls  about  her  Neck^  for  the 
Indians  don't  regard  or  irake  ufe  of  the  fmaller 
fort,  being  ignorant  how  to  bore  them  ;  One 
of  Colnmbpii's  Mariners  happening  to  have  by 
him  fonie  Piâures  in  Frames,  and  embellilh'd 
vv  iih  Figures,  this  he  fhew'd  to  the  Woman,  and 
foir.eof  the  Imitans  that  were  not  far  o^\  to 
tempt  them  by  the  Sight  thereof,  and  finding 
them  not  quite  fo  ftiy  as  before,  he  took  the 
Figures  to  piece?,  and  fold  them  to  tliem  ;  the 
/wàV^;;  Woman  giving  him  in  exchange  feveral 
Rows  of  Pearls.  He  carry'd  them  to  the  Aà- 
imval  Ccl Km btts,  who  was  not  fo  far  Mailer  of 
himfcif  as  to  difTemble  his  joy^  tho'  he  did  ail 
he  could  to  do  it,  left  the  v;hGle  Ships-crew 
fhould  be  acquainted  with  the  real  Value  of 
thefe  Pearls  :,  fo  he  told  ihem  in  a  very  gay 
Humour,  That  they  were  come  to  the  richeft 
Country  in  the  World,  and  commanded  a  fo- 
lemn  Day  of  Thaiikf-iving  to  be  held  among 
them.    The  Indians  ioon  af^er  gave  him  a  whole 
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Cup  full  of  very  large  Pearls,  in  exchange  for 
fuch  another  Piece  of  Minatiire,  which  was  fent 
to  the  King  of  Spai».  But  for  fear  his  Manners 
fhould  become  too  eager  after  this  l>affick  of 
Pearls,  he  thought  it  belt  not  to  let  them  ftay 
there  much  longer  j  befides  that,  if  this  Dif- 
covery  could  be  kept  from  the  Knowledge  of 
the  World,  they  might  take  another  more 
convenient  Opportunity  of  continuing  this 
Traffick  with  an  incredible  Advantage  ;  tho' 
at  that  fame  time  he  might  have  exchang'd  a 
whole  Bufhel  full  of  the  fincfl  Pearls  in  the 
World  for  Trifles  -,  but  knowing  the  Sea-men 
to  be  a  Generation  that  were  not  to  be  confided 
in,  he  was  afraid  he  fliould  be  betray'd  by  them. 
However,  not  withflanding  all  his  Precaution, 
one  Alexander  Nigro  having  get  Scent  of  the 
Matter,  by  fome  who  were  then  in  the  fame 
Ship  with  Co/;//«^«^,  eqiiippd  a  Veflel,  and  ia 
Company  of  thefe  Mariners  fet  Sail  for  that 
Coalt,  where  they  got  fo  many  Pearls,  that 
they  return  d  loaden  with  lliches  to  S^ain.  But 
Ferdinand  de  l^tga^M'iCÇ-roy  oï G'allcia^  feiz'd  the 
Ship,  and  put  the  Men  in  Pi  ifon,  under  Pre- 
tence, that  they  had  undertaken  thisVogage 
without  the  King's  Commiflion,  and  it  was  a 
confiderable  time  before  they  could  obtain  their 
Liberty. 

There  is  in  the  Ifle  of  Ciihagna  a  Spring  of  an  ^„  qji 
extraordinary  Nature,  from  whence  comes    zspm^'m 
Liquor  not  unlike  Oil,  which  runs  into  the  Sça^^/m  Jp. 
without  mixing  with  the  Salt  Water,  but  fwims 
on  the  top  oi  it  for  the  fpace  of  two  or  three 
Leagues,  after  which   it  fends    forth    a  nic/t 
fragrant  Scent  ^  it  enters  into  the  CompoHtion 
of  lèverai  Medicines.    The  Horns  which  grow 
on   the  Feet   of  fuch  Hogs  as    the  Europeans 
brought  into  thatliland,  eacreas'd  by  degrees 
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to  the  length  of  a  Man's  Hand,  and   bent  up- 
wards. 

One  of  the  grcatell  Inconveniences  the  Inha- 
bitants of  this  Ifle  are  fubjeft  to,  is,  the  want 
of  frefh  Water  ^  this  they  are  torc'd  to  fetch 
from  the  Continent,  as  far  as  the  River  Cnmana^ 
feven  Leagues  diltant  thence.  The  Shoar  all 
about  this  Ifle  is  rocky,  and  cover'd  with  thofe 
Oiflers  from  whence  they  take  thefe  Pearls, 
whichproduce  thefe  Eggs  in  vaft  Numbers  5  but 
they  mull  have  Patience  to  let  them  come  to 
their  full  Perfection  of  bignefs  and  beauty,  as 
wc  fee  Grapes  grow  and  ripen  infcnfibly.  In 
the  beginning  the  Pearl  is  as  fluid  as  a  Drop  of 
Milk,  and  fo  fmall  as  fcarce  to  be  difcern'd  ; 
but  it  grows  like  a  living  Creature,  and  be- 
comes fblid  and  hard  by  degrees  -,  there  are 
however,  vail  Numbers  of  thefe  Pearls  which 
remain  fmall  for  ever,  and  grow  fcarce  above 
the  bignefs  of  a  Sand  Corn.  The  King  of 
Spttifi  ought  to  have  a  fifth  Share  of  all  the 
Gold  and  Pearls  they  find-,  but  they  are  not  fo 
very  Confcientious  in  this  Point,  they  will 
often  hide  the  fineft  Pearls,  and  keep  them  for 
their  own  life,  if  they  think  they  can  do  it 
with  Impunity.  'Tis  incredible,  but  only  to 
fuch  as  have  bin  Eye-witneffes  thereof,  what  a 
prodigious  Qiiantity  of  Pearls  this  fmall  Trad 
of  the  Sea  produces. 

In  the  Year  1516.  certain  Religious  of  the 
Order  of  St.  Domirrkh  and  St.  Frar.cii^  fet  fail 
for  the  Province  of  Cumana,  on  the  Continent, 
to  convert  thefe  barbarous  and  idolatrous  Na- 
tions -,  but  the  hiSans  werefo  far  from  giving 
e.ir  to  their  Holy  Exhortations,  that  they  maf- 
lacred  them.  This  ill  Treatment  did  not  de- 
ter fome  other  Fathers  of  the  fame  Orders,  who 
cxpQs'd  their  Lives  to  the  fame  Dan^ei",  and 
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fucc€eded  fo  well,  that  they  ereâ:ed  two  Con-  Th  Cow 
vents  there.     Among    thefe  Religious   Men  ,  ^'"j^^  ^- 
there  was  one  who  being  well  skilld  in  Chirur-  J^^' i°" 
gery,  us'd,  with  a  great  deal  of  Charity,  to  cure  tllcntnlv, 
the  Wounds  ot  thefe  Indians^  which  producM //j/j ///c. 
this  good  Efieft,  that  they  began  tp  hearken  to 
their  Inftruâions  for  their   Converfion.     But 
at  the  End  of  three  years,  the  Indtaws  of  Cnmcvn^ 
Cariaco^  Chiribichio^  Afaracapana^  Tacaris^    A>- 
beri^  and  of  Vnan\  cntring  into  a  Confpiracy, 
Y]-'ai\acvQda\]  the  Sp.vîiards^  as  well  the  Religio- 
fo's  as  others,  and  fet  the  two  Convents  on  '[^l  „")'r 
Fire.    Tis  probable  they  took  this  defperate  '^^,;,e  ihe 
Courfe,  by  reafon  of  the  Hardlhips  that  were  "spamards 
impos'd  upon  them,  on  account  of  the  Trafiick 
of  Pearls.    One  of  thefe  Religious  Men,  feeing 
the  Convent  on  Fire,  hid  himfelf  among  fome 
Willows  for  three  Days,  but  at  Lift,  feeing  no 
Means  left  to  cfcape  their  Hands,  he  refolv'd  to 
furrender  to  the  Fndia7is^  in  hopes  of  meeting 
with  a  better  Treatment  at  their  Hands,  than 
his  Companions  had  done,  confidcriiig  the  ma- 
ny good  Offices  he  had  done  them  :  They  kept 
him  for  three  Days,  without  oflering  him  the 
leaft  Harm  -,  during  which  time  they  had  fre- 
quent Confultations  together,  in  what  manner 
to  proceed  with  this  Religious  Man  :     There 
were  not  a  few  of  them  who  were  of  Opinion,     - 
not  to  kill  him  i  but  to  keep  him  a:r;ong  them, 
and  upon  allOccafions  to  make  ufe  of  him,  as 
an  Inltrument  to  make  their  Peace  with  the 
Spaniards  ^  but  the  major  Party  being  of  a  con- 
trary  Sentiment,  he  was  miferably  cut  to  pieces. 
But  it  was  not  long  before  r.hey  repented  of  this 
Cruelty,  and  they  have  confcfs'd  lince,  that  all 
the  Misfortunes  that  havebefaln  them  from  that 
time,  were  adue  Punifhmcnt  for  the  Ueatl;  of 
this  Religiofo.     The  Spaniards  difpers'd  in   the 
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Iflc,  hearing  this  difmal  News,  thouglit  it  Iiigh 
time  to  provide  for  tiieir  Secarity,  which  they 
did  immediately  ^  for  300  of  them  retir'd  to 
TheylcM'cSt.  Domingo  iil  Hifpaniola^  with  fo  mUCh  Pre- 
theljle.  cipitation,  that  they  left  all  their  Goods  and 
Stores  behind  them,  which  were  pillag'd  after- 
wards by  the  lllinders. 

Don  Diego  Columho^  enrag'd  to  the  highcfl 
degree  at   this  Treachery  of  the  Indians^  re- 
folv'd  inllantly  to   revenge  tlie  Death  of  his 
Country-men,  and  to  pnnifh  with  the  utmofb 
Rigour  the  rebellious  Lidiatis.    For  this  purpofe, 
having  ordcr'd  feveral  Ships  to  be  equipp'd,  he 
gave  the  Command  of  this  finall  Squadron  to 
CoKzales  d''  Ocampo.\whh  300  Men  a-board  them, 
and  all  other  Ncccllâries  for  fuch  an  Expedition, 
The  Commodore  feeing  fome  of  the  chief  Na- 
tives of  the  IHe  upon  the  Shoar,  to  learn  from 
whence  this  Squadron  came,  and  upon  what 
Defîgn,  thought  it  mofl  expedient,  to  try  whe- 
ther they  could  get  fome  of  them  into  their 
Hands,  in   order  to  facilitate  their  intended 
Conquefl:     So  they  told  them  they  were  come 
from  C^JliUy  to  Traffitk  with  them,  and  fliew'd 
them  fome  I'wcfean  Commodities,  which  they 
pretended  they  would  exchange  for  Pearls.  The 
Jndiaus  believing  that  they  being   lately  come 
from  Cajlile^  knew  notiiing  of  what  had  hap- 
pened   to  the  Spanifli  Inhabitants  of  the  Ifle, 
entrcd  into  a  Confuitation,   how  to  malTacre 
thefe  new  Commers,  as  they  had   done  their 
Country-men  before.     This  being  refolv'd  up* 
on,  fome  of  the  Chief  of  the  Indians  ventured 
10^:0  a- board,  in  order  to  iuvite  the  Commo- 
dore a  fliorc,  v.'honi  they  preTcnted  wiih  what 
the  Country  afibided,   and    at  the  fame  time 
gave  him  all  pofllble  Demonflration  of  Affedioii 
and  Kefpeâ.    He,  on  the  othu"  Haud,  had  ta- 
ken 
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ken  efTcâual  cate  to  keep  all  the  Soldiers  be- 
low Dcck,fo  th^t  ÛiQ  Indians  feeing  none  but  Sea- 
men, made  good  cheer  with  the  5y7<r?,v///;  Officers  : 
But  in  the  midft  of  their  Jollity,  at  the  Signal 
given,  they  were  foon  feiz'd  and  hang'd,  to 
terrifie  the  reft,  that  were  flock'd  in  great  Num- 
bers to  the  Sea-flioar. 

All  this  being  done  with  little  Noife,  and  lefs 
Danger,  the  Spaniards  landed  in  the  lileof  C//- 
bagna^  putting  all  t.o  the  Sword  that  pretended 
to  oppofe  them,  purfuant  to  the  Orders  of  their 
Commodore,  who  alfo  caufed  manymoreof  the 
Indians  that  fell  into  his  Hands,  to  be  feverely 
pnnifh'd.  But  to  bridle  for  the  future  thefe 
Barbarians,  it  was  rcfolvM  to  erect  a  flrong 
Fort  at  the  Entrance  of  the  River  Cumana^ 
which  done,  they  fettled  a  regular  Colony  ia 
the  Ifle  of  Citbaguay  which  they  had  not  bin 
able  to  effcd  with  any  Security  hitherto.  In 
was  further  thought  advifeable,  to  build  their 
Houfes  of  Stone  or  Brick-work,  as  well  as  the 
Church,  that,  in  cafe  of  Necefiity,  they  might 
ferve  for  a  fafe  retreat.  Ptter  Barry,  a  Spanijh 
Gentleman,  was  the  firft  who  gave  this  Advice 
of  builcfing  their  Houfes  of  Stones.  By  this 
Means  the  Ifle  of  Cuhagua,  and  the  oppolite 
Shoar  on  the  Continent,  were  reduc'd  to  an 
entire  Obedience  and  Tranquility,  which  has 
continu'd  ever  llnce  that  time,  to  the  vaft 
Advantage  of  both  Parties,  who  draw  a  vail 
Profit  from  the  Pearl- Filhery,  and  the  Traffick 
that  depends  on  it. 

In  the  Alonth  oï  September,  1^30.  OneDny 
when  the  Sky  appear'd  extreamly  Serene,  and 
the  Weather  very  Hiil,  it  chaiig'd  on  a  fudden 
about  ten  of  the  Clock  in  the  Forenoon  -,  the 
Sea  fvell'd  all  along  the  Coaft  of  the  Province 
of  Ciimuna^  to  a    prodigious   height,    with  a 
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mofi;  dreadful  Noife  -,  this  was  attended  by  aii 
Jdicadfid  Earthquake,  which  laRed  for  three  quarters  ot 
E^rtlj-  an  Hour,  with  fuch  Violence,  that  one  would 
^n:ikc.  Jiave  believ'd  the  whole  E^rth  to  be  Ihatter'd  to 
f)ieces.  By  this  Earthquake  the  Fort  was  quite 
deftroy'd,  and  a  vaflTradt  of  Land  laid  quite 
under  Water  ;  vaft  Concavities  were  feen  full 
of  a  putrid  black  Water  ;  a  great  Number  of 
Indians  dy'd  meerly  out  of  Fear,  and  a  much 
greater  Number  were  crufh'd  to  death  by  their 
Cabines  and  other  Accidents.  A  vaft  Moun- 
tain, tho'  at  leafl:  five  Leagues  diftant  from  the 
Sea,  open'd  it  fclf,  to  the  great  Terror  of  all 
fuch  as  beheld  fo  dreadful  a  Spedacle.  The 
Earthquake  being  quite  over,  and  the  Waters 
fall!  and  reduc'd  into  their  naturalBoundaries,the 
Governour  order'd  the  Fort  immediately  to  be 
re-built,  to  keep  the ///<^i^«j  in  Awe,  which  has 
produced  the  defir'd  Effed,  for  they  never 
have  ventur'd  upon  any  Revolt  fincc  tha: 
time. 

Frequent  mention  having  bin  made  in  this 
Collection,  of  matters  relating  to  the  Pearls,  it 
will  not  be  beyond  our  Scope,  to  give  a  few 
Words  of  Advice  to  thofe  who  buy  them,  they 
being  often  impos'd  upon,  for  want  of  Experi- 
ence and  Skill  \  for  there  are  abundance  of 
Pearls,  which  pafs  currently  for  very  good  and 
perfed  ones,  when  adually  they  are  not  fo  -, 
their  BigQcfs  and  outward  Luftre,  is  apt  to 
dazle  our  Eyes  ^  but  this  Appearance  is  often 
How  to  ^^^y  f^^lscious.  To  difcovcr  the  hidden  De- 
knov^ood^^^^  and  Faults  of  a  Pearl,  and  to  know  whe- 
rc.nli.  ther  (he  is  fpcckled,  or  broken,  or  has  any  a- 
ther  Imperfedion,  the  belt  way  is,  to  make 
Trial  of  it  by  the  Reverberation  of  the  Sun- 
beams \  for  by  this  Means  your  Eye  will  pene- 
trate into  the  very  Center  of  the  Pearl,  and 
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difcover  theleafl  Defed  it  has  j  you  will  then  fee 
whether  it  be  Pure,  or  have  any  Spots  or  not, 
and  coafequently  you  may  the  better  guefsat  its 
Value. 

'Tis  not  to  be  imagin'd,  that  the  Gold  and 
Pearls  that  are  brought  from  the  Indies^  were  at 
firft  found  out,  or  are  Hill  acquit 'd  without 
great  Hazard  and  Danger  \  ithascoft  the  Lives 
of  a  great  many  Perfonsof  all  Ranks,  who  have 
perifh'd  by  Ship-wrecks  in  thofe  Seas,  that  were 
unknown  to  the  Europeans,  at  the  firfl  Difcovery 
of  the  Indies  ;  and  fuch  like  Accidents  happen 
ibmetimcs  too  often  in  our  Times,  by  the  over- 
fight  of  the  Captains  and  other  Officers  of  Ships, 
who  venture  upon  Co  long  a  Voyage  in  old  Ships, 
that  are  Rotten,  Worm-eaten  and  Leaky  ^  fov^^^'"'^.'''' 
it  is  to  be  obferv'd,  that  in  fome  Parts  of  the  5^^;;''^'''" 
NeTo  IVorU,  the  Worm  gets  into  the  Sides  and  '  " 
even  into  the  Rudder  of  the  Ship.  Be- 
lides  this ,  that  the  frequent  Calms ,  and 
Winds  which  blow  at  certain  Seafons  of  the 
Year,  from  one  Corner  only,  oftentimes  de- 
tain a  Ship  beyond  all  Expedation  four  or  five 
Months  in  a  linall  Voyage  ;  fo  that  their  Pro. 
viiions  being  either  fpciit  or  fpoil'd,  they  are  in 
the  utmolt  Danger  of  pcrifliing  by  Famine  or 
Thirlt. 

'Tis  an  old  and  common  faying,  that.  To 
learn  to  Pray^  a  A'ïan  oH^ht  to  take  a  l^oyage.  For 
as  there  Danger,and  even  Death  it  felf  frequent- 
ly look  a  Man  in  the  Face  in  his  mofl  dreadful 
Shape,  without  any  Profpeft  of  Humane  aid 
for  his  Delivery,  he  is,  when  everything  elfe 
fails,  obliged  to  have  Recourfe  to  God,  and  to 
implore,  in  his  mofl  fervent  Prayers,  his  Provi- 
dence.  'Tis  no  difficult  matter  to  ffiew,  by  a 
thoufand  Inriances,  that  God  has  afforded  his 
manifelt  AffiHance,   to    thofe  who  feat   up 

their 


320  The  Generd  HISTORY 

their  Vows  to  him,   in  the  laft  Extremity  of 
Danger. 

Inthe  Year  1513.  A  Ship  bound  from  Spain 
to  the  New  WcrU^  fir  iking  againft  the  Rocks 
on  that  Coafl:  was  ftav 'd  quite  to  Pieces.  There 
was  a-board  the  Vefl'el  a  Father  and  Son,  Na- 
tives of  Sevile^  who  feeing  all  was  lofl,  recom- 
mended themfelvcs  to  God's  Mercy,  and  light- 
ing of  a  Plank  of  the  Ship,  took  hold  of  it,  in 
certain  Hopes  that  God  would  afllft  them  in 
this  Extremity  :  They  were  thus  left  to  the 
Mercy  of  the  Winds  and  Waves  for  three  Day« 
together,  when  an  Enropean  Veflel  happening  to 
pafs  accidentally  near  them,  and  feeing  them 
in  this  miferable  Condition,  took  them  a-board 
the  Ship,  when  they  were  jufl  at  the  Point  of 
Death  for  want  of  Suftenance,  and  the  Fatigues 
they  had  undergone. 

In  the  fame  Year  1 5 1 3.  Another  Veflel  fct  fail 
from  St.  Domimo^  for  Darien,  near  the  Gulph 
of  Vraba^  in  the  Province  Cnmaco^  which  had 
lately  bin  conquer'd,  and  whereof  Cnptain 
Vafco  Nunez,  was  Govcrnour.  This  Vcllll  ha 
a-board  both  Merchandizes  and  a  good  Number 
of  Paflengers.  The  Pilot  happening  to  miftake 
theShoar,  carry'd  the  VelTcl  50  or  6a  Leagues 
lower  than  he  ought  to  have  done  \  fo  that  be- 
ing by  the  ftrong  Currents  at  laft  forcM  among 
the  Rocks,  they  were  forc'd  to  throw  thiir 
whole  Lading  over-board,  which  in  Effedfav'd 
fomepart  of  the  Ship:  However,  the  Mari- 
ners feeing  the  manifeft  Danger  they  were 
expos*d  tOjgot  into  the  Boat,buc  would  notfuffer 
any  of  the  Paflengers  to  go  along  with  them^ 
they  wera  tofs'd  up  and  down  along  the  Coaft 
fora  confiderablerime,  without  knowing  where 
they  were,  or  being  able  to  find  out  a  lancing 
Place,  till  at  laft  being  carried  by  the  Violence 
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of  theWiiid  into  the  open  Sea,they  all  miferably 
perifh'd  there,  perhaps  by  the  juit  Punifhment  of 
God  for  their  Cruelty  in  hindering  the  Paflcngers 
from  coming  into  their  Boat  -,  But  Providence 
took  a  particular  Care  of  them  in  their  Ex- 
tremity:    They  were  no  lefs  than  thirty^Five 
in  Number,  and  by  one  Means  or  other  all  made 
Shift  to  get  a-fhoar,  in  hopes  that  the  Sea-men, 
who  were  gone  away  in  the  Boat,  would  find 
out  fome  v/ay  or  other  to  deliver  them  from  the 
Danger    that  threatned    them  from    the   In- 
dians.   They  liv'd  in  this  Expedation  and  in- 
certitude for  three  Weeks  together,  not  know- 
ing what  to  do,  or  what  to  refolve  upon.    la 
this  Diflrcfs  they  faw  3^0  Indians  coming  to- 
wards them,  in  an  hollilc  manner  ;  but  finding 
them  without    Arms,    and  without  the  leaffc 
Deiign  of  defending  themfclvcs,  they  did  them 
not  the  leaifc  harm  :  They  ask'd  them  by  Signs, 
as  well  as  they  could,  from  whence  they  cam.e  ? 
and  upon  what  Defign  ?  In  anfwer  to  which, 
the  Chriftians  made  'emfenfible,That  they  want- 
ed to  be  reliev'd  with  Proviiions  above  all  o- 
ther  things.     The  Indians  fhew'd  them  feveral 
Plates,  and  pieces  of  Gold,  Rings,  Ear-rings, 
andfuch  like,  which  they  frankly  ofTer'd  them  ^ 
but  the  Chriftians  refus'd  to  accept  of  them  : 
They  then  brought  before  them  divers  young 
Indian  Women,  quite  naked,  which  they  ofier'd 
them  with  the  fame  freedom  as  they  had  done 
their  Gold  -,  but  thefe  being  iikewife  refus'd  by 
the  Chriftians,  they  were  fo  much  taken  with 
their  Continency,   that  they  not  only  offered 
them  not  the  leaft  Violence,  but  alfo  gave  them 
a  Share  of  what  Provifions  they  had,  of  their 
Mahiz.  or  Bread    Corn,  of  Fruits  and  fome 
Filh.     After  this  they  convers'd  very  familiarly, 
with  the  Indiam  I'or  near  feven  Weeks-,  when 
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beginning  to  lofe  all  hopes  of  being  relieved, 
they  refoiv'd  to  build  a  fmall  Baik  out  of  the 
Planks,  and  other  Remnants  of  their  Ship- 
wreck'd  VclTel,  tho' they  had  neither  Iron,  nor 
Saw,  nor  Hammer,  nor  any  other  Tools  re- 
quifite  for  the  building  of  a  Bark  -,  they  fupply'd 
this  Defcd  as  well  as  rhey  couM,  in  fpite  of  all 
the  Difficulties  that  lay  in  their  way  ;  they 
pick'd  the  Pitch  and  Tarr  from  the  broken 
Ship,  as  well  as  the  Tow,  and  as  many  Nails  as 
they  were  able  to  get  out,  fupplying  the  reft 
with  wooden  Peggs:  To  be  (hort,  they  work'd 
with  fo  much  Application  and  Refolution,  that 
at  laft  they  launch'd  their  Vcflel,  and  brought 
her  into  the  Water, 

They  all  embark  d  a-board  this  fécond  Ark, 
except  five  or  fix  thatdy'd  before-,  they  under- 
took their  Voyage  without  any  Marine-Map, 
without  a  Com  pa  fs  or  Pilot,  without  knowing 
which  Way  they  were  to  fleer  their  Courfe,  to 
reach  BMïcn^  whether  Eafi  or  IVeJi  :  After 
they  had  faiFd  at  random  for  four  Days,  with- 
out the  leaft  hopes  of  feeing  an  End  of  their 
Voyage  f,  they  fteer'd  a  contrary  Courfe,  fome- 
tiiv.es  making  ufe  of  their  Sails,  fometimes  of 
their  Oars  ;  but  all  this  while  going  on  they 
knew  not  whither,  like  Men  cut  of  their  Senfes. 
On  the  other  Hand,  they  began  to  be  forely 
pinch'd  with  Hunger,  which  oblig'd  them  to 
make  to  the  next  Shoar,  to  get  fome  frefh 
Water,  and  a  few  Roots,  to  keep  themfelves 
from  ftarving. 

What  moft  of  all  puzzled  them,  was,  that 
fometimes  they  were  forc'd  to  flop,  becaiife 
their  Bark  could  go  on  no  further  over  the 
Sands  i  one  Half  of  them  dy'd  for  Hunger, 
Vexation,  and  the  continual  Fatigues  they 
were  oblig'd  to  undergo  -,  fo  that  being  now 

reduc'd 


of  Voyages  ^W  Travels*  ?2? 

reduc'd  to  fourteen,  they  had  at  laft  the  good 
Fortune,  to  get  into  the  Ifle  of  Gomera^  fiom 
whence  they  were  tranfported  to  Darien.  So 
deplorable  a  Spedacle  rcov'd  all  that  faw  it  to 
Corapaflion  \  for  they  were  fo  lean  and  dry'd  np, 
that  they  look'd  like  Skeletons,  having  nothing 
left  but  a  Humane  Shape.  Being  rcduc'd  to 
the  utmoft  Defpair  for  want  of  Viâuaîs,  they 
agreed  to  call  Lots  among  them,  to  fee  which 
of  them  fhould  be  kill'd,  in  order  to  fave  the 
Lives  of  the  reft  \  and  they  engag'd  one  another 
by  Oath,  that  he  whcfe  Lot  it  fhould  be,  to  be 
facrific'd,  for  the  Prefervation  of  his  Compa- 
nions, fhould  take  his  Death  with  Patience,  and 
without  Remorfe  :  The  fatal  Lot  happen'd  to 
fall  upon  one  Alvarez,  dz  AguUUr^  a  Native  of 
Toledo  \  however,  they  agreed  to  flay  till  Night 
before  they  would  kill  him  \  when  jufl  upon  the 
clofe  of  the  Day  theyefpy'd  a  Ship,  which  ma- 
king towards  them,  delivered  them  bya  kiud  of 
Miracle. 

Much  about  the  fame  time,  there  happen'd 
another  Adventure,  no  lefs  remarkable  then 
that  whereof  I  have  given  a  Relation  jufl  now, 

AVertelfet  fail  from  Hiffaniala^  for  Europe^ 
in  15  ;4.     Being  in  the  open  Sea,  above  3-oo /„y7,„;-^j 
Leagues  from  the  Harbour  from  whence  it  came,  ofmn.icu- 
began   to  be  fo  Leaky,  that  two  Pumps  vverc^o:^  D./;- 
fcarce  able  to  keep  her  above  Water  :     Thofe  ^'''''•" ''* 
that    were  a-board    her,   feeing    the  eminent "^■^' 
Danger  they  were  expos'd  too,  happily  got  into 
the  Boat,  the  fime  Moment  they  faw  theWater 
overfiovv  the  Deck,  and  f^allow  up  the  Veffel 
into  the  Abyfs  of  the    Sea.     The  hafle  they 
were  in,  to  get  one  before  the  other  into  tiie 
Boat,  made  them  fo  careiefs  in  all  other  Refpcd<; 
but  their  prcfent  Pi  efervaîion,  that  they  never 
thought  of  taking  either  Bread,  Wine,  or  any 
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other  thing  fit  for  Suftanance  along;  with  them^ 
no  move  than  their  Sea  Mip  and  Compafs  •,  by 
good  Chance  a  young  Spaniard  had  ty'd  about 
two  Pounds    of  Bisket  in  a  Napkin,    for  his 
own  life,  and  it  fcems  as   if  God  Almighty 
thought  fit  to  revive  his  former  Miricle^of  the 
Multiplication  of   Bread,  out  of  Commifera- 
tion  of  thcfc  poor  Wrerches,  becaufe  this  fmall 
Quantity  of  bisket,  did  keep  alive  a  confidera- 
ble  Number  of  Men,  which  according  to  the 
Courfe  of  Nat  ire,    is  fcarce  to  be  conceiv'd 
within   the   Compafs  of  a  Poffibility  :     They 
were  tofs  d  up  and  down,  not  knowing  whe- 
ther they  went,  being,  as  I  told  you,  without 
a   Maritine-Map  or  Compafs  :     Beinj  at  lafl: 
quite  fpent  with   labouring  at  the  Oar,  they 
agreed  at  lalt  to  fow  their  Shirts  together,  to 
n.jke  ufe  of  them  inflead  of  a  Sail,  one  among 
them  having  by  chance  fome  Needles  about  him, 
b  :t  they  wanted  Thread  -,  tofupply  this  Defec^t 
they  unripp'd  their  Waft-coats,  and  ftitch'd  up, 
with  the  Threads  they  pick'd  out  of  them,  their 
Sail  :     Thus   abindoning    themfelves    to    the 
Mercy  of  the  Winds  and  Waves,  theyh'isband- 
ed  their  Bisket   as  well  as  poflTibly  they  could, 
till  they  had  no  more  than  an  Ounce  and  a 
Half  left  ^    to  qiench  their  Thirfl:  they   fre- 
quently waih'd  their  Hinds  and  Faces  with  the 
Sea  water,  and  others  drank  their  own  Urine  : 
being  reduced  to  tiiis  laft  Extremity,  they  una- 
ni  uoully  offcrM  their  Vows  to  the  Virgin  Mary^ 
whole  linage  is  worfliip'd  in  the  greit  Church  of 
Sev-le^    aud  after  a  molt  doleful  Navigation  of 
eleven  Days,  beyo'id    all  ExpedatiDn,    found 
themfvlves  about  three  Leagues  fron  the  Coaft 
of   Hi!pa'tiol:'.^    where  they  got  a-fhoar  about 
Nion,  and  return'd  their  hearty  Thanks  to  that 
God  wha  -had  fav'd  their  Lives  in  Co  mir4Culo!',s 
a  ujanaer.  Jf 
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If  a  Man  happens  to  be  furpriz'd  by  fome  un- 
forefeeii   Danger,  the  befi:  way  to  arm  hiirfelf  a- 
gainft  it  is,  Patience,  Refolution,  and  to  leave 
nothing  unattempted  to  get  out  of  it  ^  but  the 
contrary  is  a  great  Piece  of  Folly,  for  a  Man  to 
court  Danger  for  his  OT/n  Fancies  fike,  an  In- 
llance  whereof  we  had  in  the  Indies^  in  a  young 
Portuguefe^  in  15(4    during  that  Voyage  to  the 
Continent,  wherein  Vcârariads  Av'le  command- 
ed a  Squadron  of  feventcen  or  eighteen  Ships, 
by  ver  tue  of  a  Commiffion  from  the  moll  Cat  ho- 
lick  King  Ferdinand.     One  Day  as  they  were 
under  fail  in   the  Ocean,   with  a  favourable 
Wind,  one  a. board  the  Admiral's  Ship  took  an 
Opportunity   of  making  Sport  with  a  young 
^ortHguefe^  who  being  a  rattle  brain'd  and  capri- 
cious Fellow,  fwore  bitterly,  that  unlefs  they 
defifted  to  make  him  their  May-game,  he  would 
throvy  himfelf  into  the  Sea,  and  fivim  diredlly 
a-board  another  Ship  belonging  to  the  fame 
Squadron:  This  rafli  Expreffion  fcrvM  only  to 
make  the  whole  Company  laugh,  who  took  this 
Opportunity  of  tormenting  the  young  Fellow, 
and  of  playing  him  divers  unlcky  Tricks  :    The 
Porf//^«f/ê  exafperated  at  their  Proceedings,  put 
an  EngVfh  Cap  on  his  Head,  and  perceiving  ano-  pjol-h^tr- 
ther  Ship   at   no  great  diftance  from  i\\éixs^d'in4s  of 
throws  himfelf  into  the  Water,  with  an  Inten-  ^  y-'""^ 
tion  to  fwim  a-board  her  ^  but  the  Wind  blow-  ^'^,""' 
ing  very  frefti,  the  Ship  foon  out-fail'd    him.^'^'^^* 
The    Mariners    belonging    to  his  Ship,    fur* 
priz'd  at  his   Fool-hardinefs,  made  a  Sign  to 
the  Ship   that    foîlow'd  them,   to    give    him 
their  Afiiftance,    which  they  did  in  the  very        \ 
Nick  of  time,  he  being  near  half  drown'd,aucl 
almoft  fenfelefs,  when  they  took  him  up  into 
their  Ship. 

Z  3  Thofe 


326  The  General  HISTORY 

Thofe  that  travel  by  Sea,  are  fubjc(?l  to  a 
thoufand  Accidents,  efpecially  in  long  Voyages  j 
and  tho'  the  grcatefl  and  moft  frequei;t  Dangers 
that  threaten  a  Ship,  mufl  be  attributed  to  the 
Rocks  and  Water,  nevcrthelefs  Tire  fomeiimes 
alfo  claims  its  fiiare  in  thcfe  Hazards,  and  puts 
a  Veflel  in  no  lefs  Danger  than  the  refb,  if  oncç 
it  gets  the  Maftcrhood  there.  It  happcn'd  ia 
the  Yean 553,  that  a  Veflel  being  under  fail, 
with  a  fair  and  freîh  Gale,  was  found  to  run 
unfl-eady  in  her  Courfe,  for  want  of  fufficient 
Ballafl  \  to  remedy  this  Inconveniency,  three 
Tuns  of  Water  were  order'd  to  be  fill'd  and 
one  of  the  Sea-men,  who  had  occafion  to  looi^ 
for  fomething  in  the  Hull  of  the  Ship,  took  a 
Candle,  which  he  fnuft'^d  there,  and  call  the 
Snuffy  thio*  Carelcflliefs,  on  the  Ground.  Ia 
the  Night  time  theSca-mcn  keep  their  Watches 
by  turns,  and  about  two  or  three  Hours  after 
J  Shimon  Sun-fct,  they  percciv'd  fo  thick  a  Smoak,  that 
^"'''  thofe  that  were  upon  the  Watch  were  ready  to 
be  fcifled  with  it.  They  fearcliM  in  every  Corner 
thev  could  think  of,  till  at  lalt  they  found  this 
Snuff  faften'd  to  a  piece  of  a  Cable,  which  was 
already  half  confum'd  by  it,  and  had,  without 
all  doubt,  fct  the  whole  Ship  on  Fire,  had  they 
not  found  Mcjns  immediately  to  Hop  it  from 
going  further,  for  it  had  quite  burnt  to  Afhes  a 
wholeTrunk  with  Cloatlis,  tho' there  was  not 
the  Icaft  Appearance  of  a  Flame  ;  by  good 
Chance  it  had  not  as  yet  touch'd  the  Sides  of  the 
V^effcl,  which  were  tarr'd  and  pitch'd,  and 
very  dry  :  When  they  openM  the  Hatches  ia 
order  to  give  vent  to  the  Fire,  the  Flame  broke 
nut  like  a  Whirl-wind,  to  the  midfl:  of  the 
Main-mafc.  It  happen'd  very  luckly,  that  thefe 
three  Tuns  with  Water  were  not  far  from  the 
Place  where  this  Mifchance  happen'd,  Lecaufe 
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they  did  much  greater  Service  in  cxtinguifhing 
the  Fire,  than  all  the  other  Helps  they  made 
ufeof  for  the  fame  purpofe.  This  Accident 
may  ferve  as  a  Warning  to  others,  to  make 
them  fenfible,  that  they  can't  be  to  careful  in 
preventing  fuch  Difafters,  as  come  from  the  ill 
Management  of  Fire.  ^ 

Whether  it  be  that  Fear  difiurbs  our  Imagi- 
nation, or  whether  the  thing  be  really  fuch  as 
it  is  related,  certain  it  is.  that  there  are  Sea- 
men,   who   pofTitively  affirm,   to   have   heard 
Humane  Voices  in  the  Air,  and  to  have  k^ïi 
moft  dreadful  Spedres,  fnfficient  to  terrifie  the 
boldcfl:  iMan  in  the  World.    I  will  give  jou  aa 
Account  of  an   Adventure   of   this    Nature, 
whereof  A'lartin  de  Ferga^a^  fir  ft  Commiffioner  to 
Admiral   Don    Lewis  Colitmbo^    and   Cloriflofher 
Ferez,  were  Eye-witneffes.    They  fet  fail  from 
the  Port  of  St.  i>ow/«ço  mJngHft  1533.  with 
a  Vcfiel  laden  with  Sugar,  and  fome other  Jndi* 
an  Commodities,  befides  Gold  and  Silver,  for 
Spain.     John  de  Ermara,    the     Pilot,    fell  Sick 
and  dy'd  in  the  Voyage.    In  O^ober  they  were 
furprizM   by  a  moft  violent  Tempeft,    which 
continu  d,  without  Intermilfion,  three  Days  and 
two  Nights  :    The  Mariners  declared,  that  they 
heard  certain  Voices  in  the  Air,  and  faw  theHnm.we 
VelTel  furrounded  with  very  frightful  Figures /^^If/ «,, 
and  Shapes.    They  were  forc'd  to  lighten  the  ^^^^,^;^^ 
Ship,  and  to  throw  over-board  300  Chefts  with|^g„  i„  a 
Sugar,  and  above  a  loooo  Hides.    The  Vefiel  lemi^/» 
let  the  Water  in  on  all  Sides,  fo  that  they  judg'd 
it  their  beft  way,  tho'  with  very  little  Hopes,  to 
turn  to  the  Port  from  whence  they  came,  where 
they  got  fafely  into  the  Harbour  -,  but  all  the 
Merchandizes  that  were  left  in  the  VeiTel  were 
quite  fpoil'd,    and  the   News  of  their  being 
Founder'd  at  Sea  was  carried  into  Spain,  long 
Z  4  before 
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before   tliey  came    back   to   St.  Domingo. 

j4lorifo  Sitaz.  fet  fail  from  Cuba^  for  New  Spain  \ 
but  being  in  the  Month  of  Jannary^  about  Mid- 
night, furpriz'd  by  a  moft  violent  Storm,  which 
at  feveral  times  plung'd  the  VefTel  into  the  very 
Abyfsof  the  Sea,  the  Captain,  who  was  a  dif- 
creet  and  good  Man,  with  his  Ship's-crew,  had 
Rccourfc  to  Prayers  -,  at  the  fame  Moment  they 
were  uttering  thefe  Words,  Afovftra  effe  Ma- 
trcm^  the  Veflll  was  raisM  from  the  very  depth 
up  to  the  Surface  of  the  Waters,  and  it  being 
a  very  dark  Night,  they  plainly  faw  a  fmall 
Light,  which  ftood  them  in  great  ftead,  in  the 
Management  of  the  Ship,  according  to  the  ut- 
mofl:  of  their  Power.  They  likewife  faw  about 
the  Ship  great  Numbers  of  monftrous  Fifhes  of 
a  prodigious  Bulk,  which  quellionkfs  follow  d 
them,  to  feed  upon  their  dead  Carcaflcs,  if 
they  fhould  hecaftaway.  The  Tempeft  was  fo 
furious,  ihat  not  being  able  to  govern  tlieShip 
by  the  Rudder,  or  to  make  ufe  of  the  Compals, 
they  were  forc'd  to  abandon  the  Veflel  to  the 
Mercy  of  the  Wind  and  Waves  \  fo  that  at  laft 
iTrikingagainftaRock,  fhe  was  Itav'd  to  Piece?, 
the  Gold,  Silver,  precious  Stones,  and  Mer- 
chandizes of  an  incredible  Value  were  all  lofl:, 
foriy-feven  Pcrfons  were  only  fav'd,  all  the  re»l-, 
together  with  the  Captain,  being  drown'd  \ 
thole  that  had  efcap'd  the  Shipwreck  fee  no- 
thing but  Death  in  his  moft  terrible  Shapes 
befoic  their  Eyes,  fitting  on  the  Rocks  without 
Provifions,  or  any  Hopes  of  Relief,  and  fome- 
times  were  cover 'd  all  over  with  the  Waves, 
that  beat  with  the  utmolt  Violence  againft  the 
Rocks,  fo  that  they  were  in  the  utmoft  Danger 
of  being  carry'd  away  with  them  into  the  open 
Sea.  Ihe  Tempeft-  being  fomewhat  allay"d 
they  efpy'd  a  fmall  Canoe,  which  would  hold 

abouç 


I 


of  Voyages  and  Travels.  ^29 

about  five  Men  -,  they  were  extreamly  rejoyc'd 
at  the  fight  thereof,  and  four  of  them  went  in- 
to her,  to  try  whether  they  could  fee  any  Land 
or  Ship,  but  faw  nothing  but  the  Wrecks  of 
their  Veflèl,  with  fome  Bales  of  Goods  float- 
ing upon  the  Sea  -,  they  cafl;  Lots  which  Way  to 
Steer  their  Courfe,  whether  E^.H^  IVtU^  North 
or  South  to  gtt  Sight  of  Land  ^  the  Lot  fell  four 
times  fucceflively  to  the  Easf^  Co  choofing  that 
Courfe,  they  faw  Land  before  Night. 

The  firft  Object  that  joffer'd  it  felf  to  their 
Sight,  was  a  great  Number  of  Animals  fhap'd 
like  Hogs,  which  fed  upon  certain  Fruits 
that  were  fain  from  the  Trees  ;  fome  of  thefe 
Creatures  made  a  molt  dreadful  Noife  through 
their  Noftrils  :  One  of  the  Sea-men,  who  had 
made  feveral  Voyages  in  thofe  Parts,  knew 
them  to  be  Sea- wolves  or  Sea-calves  ;  a  Créa-  Sta- 
ture the  Shape  of  which  is  enough  to  daunt  T^ohes. 
the  boldefl:  Man  in  the  World  -,  for  they  were 
feventeen  or  eighteen  Foot  long,  and  eight 
Foot  thick;  they  were  of  a  different  Size, 
fome  being  younger  than  others.  Near  them 
they  heard  the  Voice  of  three  Jfiduins^  who 
came  out  of  the  Water,  but  dy'd  immedi- 
ately, before  their  Eyes,  having  fwallow'd  too 
much  Salt  Water  in  fwimming  \  for  the 
Sea  Water  here,  if  taken  in  too  great  a 
Qiiantity,  proves  Mortal.  Their  Companions, 
who  were  left  behind  on  the  Rocks,  at  a  Signal 
given,  climb'd  from  Rock  to  Rock,  till  they 
came  near  the  Place  where  the  other  four  were 
knded  with  their  Canoe,  and  fo  were  carry'd 
a  ihoan  Here  Providence,  which  is  always  at 
hand  to  giveher  Alllftance  to  Mankind,  when 
they  think  every  thing  to  be  loft,  directed  them 
to  a  Place,  where  they  faw  fix  lortoifes  upon 
;he  Shoar,  one  whereof  was  of  fo  valla  Bulk, 

that 
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that  five  Peifonswhogoton  her  Back,wcre  lifted 
up  into  the  Air  -,  they  took  care  to  turn  ihcni 
upon  their  Backs,  becaiife  ia  that  Pofture  they 
can't  llir  or  move  :  The  Hefh  of  the  Toitoif es 
is  accounted  a  whofefome  Food  ^  but  what  is 
molt  obftTvablc  is,  that  their  Blood  cures  the 
Pox  and  Leper.  Thcfe  poor  Wr;-tches  made 
«feof  their  f-lood  toquech  their  Thirft,vvliich 
ran  like  a  Stream  from  them,  io  foon  as  they 
had  loofcncd  their  firfl  Shell  ^  and  they  fatisfiy'd 
iheir  Hunger  with  the  raw  Flefh  of  thefe  Tor- 
toifes,  and  with  their  Eggs,  having  neither 
Time  nor  Opportunity  to  drcfs  th.^ra. 

They  found,  in  a  fmall  adj;iccut  Iflc,  a  rum- 
bciiefs  Quantity  of  Birds,  wliich  fo  daikcn'd 
the  Sky,  that  one  Man  was  not  able  to  fee  ano- 
ther at  fifry  Paces  diHance  ^  and  they  r  adc  futh 
a  chattering  Noifc,that  they  could  fcarce  uuder- 
fland  v/hat  they  faid.  Thefe  Birds  being  not 
in  the  leaft  fhy,  they  might  take  as  many  as 
theyplens'd,  with  their  Hands  ^  and  their  Eggs, 
whcre-with  the  v;hole  Shoar  was  cover'd.  Hood 
them  in  great  ftcad,  in  afibrding  them  good 
Noutifhment  :  However,  feeding  continually 
upon  raw  Tortoifes-flcfh,  and  drinking  nothing 
but  their  Blood,  and  that  of  the  Birds,  many 
of  them  fell  Hck  and  dy'd.  To  remedy  this 
Inconvenienuy,  they  refolv'd  to  make  a  Fire, 
which  they  dicl  by  rubbing  two  Sticks  together, 
as  they  had  iïcn  the  Indians  do,  and  fo  they 
drefs'd  the  Birds,  who  were  very  fat  and  well 
tafted.  But  after  all,  tho'they  now  had  pro- 
vided in  ÇoK.ç  meafure  againffc  Hunger»  they 
were  miferably  afflicted  with  Thirlt,  there  be- 
ing not  one  Drop  of  frefh  Water  to  be  found 
in  the  whole  llle  ^  for  tho'  they  had  made  a  fhift 
to  dig  fomcPits  with  their  Hands,  the  Water 
was  as  Salt  and  Bitter  as  the  Sea-vrater  it  felf. 

Thus 
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Thus  being  continually  tormented  by  Thirfl, 
they  became  fo  lean,  that  they  refembled  rather 
Skeletons  than  living  Men,  being  nothing  but 
Skin  and  Bones.     A  little  Page  belonging  to 
the  Gaptain,unable  to  bear  any  longer  hisThirll, 
and  efpying  near  the  Shoar  one  of  the  Sea- 
wolves  lying  at  length,  andfuckliag  two  of  her 
young  ones,  got  foftly  near  her,  and  taking  a- 
way  one  of  her  Whelps,   put  himfelf  in  its     j^^ 
ftead,  to  fuck  the  Old  ones  Tet,  which  turn-|j<cb  the 
ing  about,  tore  the  Calf  of  his  Leg  all  to  pieces  jr^?  of  a 
however,  the  Wound  being  rather  large  thau  S?'î-j»'o^/v 
dangerous,  he  was  cur'd  of  it  in  a  fhort  time. 
It  would  be  endlefs,  to  pretend  to  infert  an 
exad  Account  of  all  the  Miferies  thefe  poor 
Men  endur'd  in  this  Defart  of  an  Ifland,  during 
the  Space  of  1 53  Days  :    At  lafl  they  contriv'd 
a  Hnall  Bark,  which  they  patch'd  together  out 
of  the  Planks  of  their  Ship-wreck'd  Veflèl  ^  in 
this  Work  they  fpent  three  Months,  and  then 
fent  it  to  give  notice  of  their  Diftrefs  to  their 
European  Friends,  who  difpatch'd  a  VcITel   to 
deliver  thçra  from  fo  deplorable  a  itatç. 


Ferdinand 
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Ferdinand  de  Cortez 

ACCOUNT 

O  F    T  H  E 

DISCOVERY    I 

OF  " 

New  Spain.  I 


CHAP.     I. 

Of    the  mofi  remarkable  thwgs    of  N.*  \y 
Spain. 

N  the  Province  of  Swierchimden^  under  the 
Jurifdidion  of  King  Montez^uma^  are  a- 
bundance  of  Borronghs  and  Villages,  of 
a  hundred,  two  hundred  or  three  hundred 
Families  each  :  Thefe  Indians  were  of  a  very 
tradableHumour  and  agreeableDifpofition-,thcy 
were  very  ready  to  furnifh  Cortez.  and  his  Atten- 
dants with  every  thing  that  was  convenient  and 
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requifitefor  their  Subfiftance,  purfuant  to  the     ^n  Ac- 
Orders  they  had  receiv'd  from  their  Lord  Mon^  count  of 
tcTLuma^   who   then  had   his  Refidence  at  the  ^^^^^^"^^ 
fame  Place,  unto  which  they  have  fince  given 
the  Name  of,    The  Name  of  God.    After  you 
have  travel'd  two  or  three  Days  deeper  into 
the  Country,  you  meet  fcarce  with  any  thing 
but  Defarts  and  barren  Grounds,  and  the  Air 
is  fo  (harp  and  coid  there,  that  the  other  /«- 
dians^  who  are  bred  in  a  hot,  or  at  leaft  more 
temperate  Climate,  can't  live  there,  but  dye  in 
a  little  time.    The  Inhabitants  of  thefe  In-land 
Countries,    build  Towers  on  the  Mountains, 
wherein  they  keep  their  Idols. 

The  Chief  Men  of  this  Part  of  the  Country, 
came  in  great  Numbers  to  vifit  and  fee  Cor- 
tez.  and  his  Attendants,  without  fhewing  the 
leaft  Fear  or  Sufpicion  of  the  Spaniards^  who 
were''not  a  little  furpriz'd,  when  they  faw  a 
good  Fort,  not  inferior  to  any  in  Europe^  in 
thofe  Parts,  baing  enclos'd  within  a  double^  ^^.^^ 
Wall,  and  a  very  deep  Ditch.  The  Houfes  Indian 
of  the  better  fort  were  very  well  built  :  And  i'ort, 
they  being  always  in  War  with  Montezuma^ 
they  had  made  a  Wall  of  Free-ftone,  from 
one  Mountain  to  another,  to  fecure  them- 
felves  againft  any  fudden  Surprize  :  This 
Wall  was  twenty  Foot  thick,  and  had  a  Para- 
pet of  four  Foot  and  a  Half,  from  whence  they 
caft  Stones  and  other  things  to  annoy  the 
Enemy.  At  the  Extremity  of  a  Vale,  Cortez^ 
who  had  only  a  few  Horfe-men  to  attend  him, 
was  unexpectedly  attacked  by  5000  Indians  :^ 
but  feeiag  fixty  of  their  Companions  kill'd 
on  the  Spot,  without  the  Lofs  of  one  Spa- 
niard^ they  run  away  in  the  utmoft  Confufion. 
A  few  Days  march  beyond  this  Place,  the 
Spaniards  fiw    themfelves    furroundcd   by  an 
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Army  of  no  lefs  than   loocoo  Indians^  arm'd 
with  Bows  and   Arrows^   but  no  fooner  faw 
thefê  miferable  Wretches    the    S^ani^li   Horfc 
break  in  upon  them,  and  trample  them   un- 
der Foot,  and  no  fooner  heard  they  the  Noifc 
of    their  Carbines  and  Piflols  (  a  thing  that 
for  its  Novelty  founded  moft  dreadful  in  their 
Ears)  but  they  run  away  as  faftas  they  could, 
leaving  their  Villages  and  Settlements  to  the 
Mercy  of  the  Spaniards^  who  fet  Fire  to  them. 
Cortez^  had  left  in  his  Gamp  about  two  hundred 
Spanijh    Foot,    twenty    Horfe-men,    and     four 
1XO  Spa-  hundred  Indians.    The    Natives  had  gathered 
luards      gj^   Army    of    1 50000    Men,    to    force  their 
/50000     Gamp-,  but  after  having  aflauited  it  in  vainfor 
Indians,    four  Hours,  they  retreated^  but  drew  up  a- 
gain  behind   the  Woods,   with  an   Intention 
to  furprize  them  in  their  Intrcnchments  the 
next  following  Night,  and  to  fet  it   on  Fire. 
Cortez.  being  inform'd  thereof  by  fome  Prifon- 
crs  he  had  taken,  to  the  Number  of  fifty,  he 
commanded  their  Hands  to  be  cut  oft',  and  in 
this  miferable  Condition  to  be  fcnt  to  the  E- 
nemics  Camp,  to  terrify  the  reft,  and  to  let 
them  know  what  they  rauft  expect,  unlefs  they 
laid  down  their  Arms  :     This  produc'd  all  the 
delir'd  Effed/or  they  were  in  fuch  Confternation 
at  this  Spcdtacle  of  their  Companions,  that  ti^cv 
quitted  their  Camp  with  all  their  Stores  2nd 
Provilions  (which  flood  the  Spaniards  in  great 
ftead)  and  Inch  of  them,  as  could  not  fiy  faft 
enough,    threw  themfelves  headlong  from  the 
Precipices,  rather  than  fall  into  the  Hands  of 
theChriftians. 
Jfhl  h'nig     The  Indians  quite  difmay'd  at  all  thefc  Dif- 
them  tt>     aflers,    begg'd    for  Peace,  and  dcclar'd   their 
fubmijjton.  Submition  to  the  King  of  Spain  -,  they  alfo  de- 
fired  Cortez.  to  leave  his  Camp,    and  take  up 
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his  Qiiarters   with  his  Forces  in  their  City, 
which  is  ia   their   Language  call'd  Tafcaltetal-^ 
being  there  much  more  fpacious,  more   mag-  ^^^^JJ  fj^ 
nificeat,    and  more  populous  than  the  City  oitheCi/yof 
Granada  was,  at  the  time  it  was  taken  fromXaicalte- 
the  Moors  by  x.\\q  Spaniards.    Every  thing  necef-  ^^^  smiths 
fary  for  the  bubliftance  of  Life   are  here  ui^^^^'^^^'^- 
great    Plenty,    and    excellent    good    Bread  ,  ^""^'J'* 
Meat,   Fifli,   Wild-Fowl,  Fruits  of  all    forts. 
The    Country    is   ^water'd    with    Brooks  and 
Rivers,   which    render  it  both    plealant  and 
commodious.     There  is  in  this  City  a  Market- 
place, unto  which  you  (hall  fee  every  Day  a- 
bove  300G0  Perfons  refort,  as  well  Buyers  as 
Sellers  :     Here   you  fee  certain    Stations    for 
Sales-men,  who  fell  Cloaths  afper  their  Fafhioa^ 
another  for  the  file  of  Gold,  another  for  Silver, 
others  for  precious  StOnes,  for  Caps  made  of 
Birds  Feathers  of  various  Colours,  and  fb  cu- 
rioully  contrived  and  wrought,   that  nothing 
like  it  is  to  be  feen  in  any  other   Parts.    The 
Country  affords  vaft  Plenty  of  Wild-Fowl  ;  and 
that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  fhew  their 
Politenefs,  and   their  manner  of  Living,  they 
have  abundance  of  Baths  very  well  contriv'd  : 
But  what  furpafles  all  the  reft,  is  their  Polity  j/^^/VGa- 
and  Government,  every  thing  being  tranfaded  venmait. 
with   a  great  deal  of  good  Order  and  De- 
cency -,  whence  we  may  conclude  them  to  be  a 
Nation  notdeftitute  of  Reafon  and  goodSenfe, 
tho'  fome  Europeans  perhaps   have    fram'd   to 
them.felves  quite  contrary  Notions  concerning 
them  -,   befides  that,    their  Plains  and  Vallies 
are  well   manur'd,   cultivated,  fow'd   and  co. 
ver'd  with  Fruits,  Grain,  Herbs,  both  for  the 
Kitchin   and  Apothecaries- (hop.     Their  man- 
ner of   Government  may  moft  fitly  be  com- 
par'd  to  the  Genoefe  and  f^enetiam  :     They  ac- 
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knowledge  no  fingle  Perfoa  for  their  Lord» 
but  the  Adminiftration  of  publick  Affairs  is 
committed  to  the  Chief  Men  of  the  Country  ^ 
their  common  People  obey  their  Orders  with- 
out Referve:  If  a  War  be  refolv'd  upon, 
*^  -  they  all  appear  in  Arms  here,  for  the  Defence  of 

their  Country.  Aloft  Vices  are  punifh'd,  but 
Theft  and  Robbery  with  the  utmoft  Severity. 
An  Inàuin^  who  had  ftoin  fome  inconfidcrable 
thing  from  an  European,  was  carry'd  before 
the  Mugifacin^  or  their  Chief  Magiftrate  ;  ha- 
ving bin  taken  in.  a  certain  Village,  not  far 
from  the  Place  where  the  Faft  was  commit- 
ted \  the  Magiftrate  ordered  him  to  be  deli- 
ver'd,  with  what  he  had  ftoln,  to  the  Party 
he  had  robb'd,  in  order  to  punifh  him  at  his 
own  Difcretion  ^  but  the  European  thank'd 
(  the  Magiftrate,  telliûg*him,  That  he  left  him 

wholly   to  his  Difpolal  ;  fo  the  Criminalwaà 
TUft  fc  ^^^^  through  all  the  chief  Streets  of  the  Streets, 
verel^       thc  Trumpets  founding  before  him,  and  pro- 
pmijb'd.    claiming  his  Fad  to  the  Market-place,  where  a 
Scaffold  being  eredtcd,  the  Executioner,  with 
a  Wooden  Mallet,  gave  him  fo  many,  andiuch 
violent  Blows  upon  the  Head,   that  he  dy'd 
on  the  Spot,  in  light  of  all  the  People. 

Montezjtma,  who  is  look'd  upon  as  the  raoft 
powerful  Prince  of  all  the  Indies,  fent  his  Am- 
bafladors  to  Cnrtei^  attended  by  two  hundred 
Domcfticks,  offering  to  pay  an  Annual  Tribute 
in  Gold,  Silver,  Silks,  and  other  rich  Com- 
modities, of  the  Product  of  his  Dominions. 
There  were  fome  among  the  Indians^  who 
forewarned  Cortcz.  not  to  confide  too  much  in 
the  fair  Promifes  and  Wor^s  of  Montcz.nma, 
who,  they  faid,  intended  only  to  cajole  him 
into  his  own  Dominions,  to  have  a  fair  Oppor- 
tunity of  ridding  hii  Hand  at  one  ftioaki  both 

of 


of  y OY AGES  apidT KAY ELSi,  ^^J 

t>f  him  and  all  his  Followers  ^  they  told  him, 
he  was  a  DiiTembling  and  Treacherous  Prince, 
whofe  Intention  was  to  catch  him  in  the  Trap. 
Cortez.  was  very  well  pleas'd  to  find  fuch  Ani- 
molities  among  the  Indians^  in  hopes  that  thefe  v 
Divilions  would  foon  furnifh  him  with  an 
Opportunity  of  vanquifhing  them  one  after 
another,  and  bring  them  under  the  Subjeâion  oî 
Spain. 

Morttez^uma  had  aâiuaîly  put  himfelf  at  the  Treachery 
Head  of  50000  Indians^   who  were  cantoned  0/ //;e  In* 
along  the  Road,  and  near  thofe  Places  through  dians. 
which  Cortez.  mufl  of  Neceflity  come  5  befides, 
he  had  caus'd  many  Ditches  to  be  dug,  where- 
they  had  call  fiiarp  pointed  Irons,  or  a  kind 
of  Foot  Angles,  cover 'd  with  Turfs  and  Earth, 
in  hopes  to  difable,  and  render*unferviceable 
the  Spanijlj  Horfe,  after  they  were  wounded  by 
thefe  Irons  ^  he  had  alfo  taken  Care  to  have 
abundance  of  rugged  Stones  laid  in  the  Streets  of 
the  City,  through  which  they  were  to  make  their 
Publick  Entry,  in  hopes  to  fpoil  the  Hoofs  of 
their  Horfes.    Conez.  being  under-hand  fore- 
warn'd  of  all  thefe  things,    refolv'd   to    try 
whether  the  Intelligence  he  had  was  true  or 
not  :  He  fent  for  this   Purpofe,   fome  Depu- 
ties to  the  Chief  Men  of  the  City  of  Chund' 
iecal^  to  acquaint   them.,  that   he    thought  it 
convenient    they   (honld    attend    him  in    his 
Camp,  in  order  to  concert  Meafures  betwixt 
them,  that  he  might  know,  whether  he  mufi; 
deal  with   them  as  his  Friends,   or   as  Ene- 
mies.    Accordingly    they  came,   making    the 
befl  Excufe  they  could  for  not  having  waited 
on  him  fooner  *,  becaufc,   as  they  pretended, 
they  being  at  Enmity  with  the  People  of  that 
Country  where  he  then  was,  they  durll  not 
Veuturc   to    come   thithef,    without  expoling 
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tbcir  Perlons  to  the  greatcfl:  Hazard  :  They 
further  told  him,  tiicy  were  not  ignorant  of 
what  talfe  Rumours  had  bin  fpread  abroad  a- 
['ainfl:them,to  render  their  Inclinations  andCon- 
diidfufpeftcd  to  him-  but  that  if  he  would  ho- 
nour their  City  with  his  own  Prefence^he  fhould 
be  fully  coiivi;ic'd  of  thcFalllty  of  thcfeRumours. 
The  lihibitants  of  T/r/f,?rfr<z/,  who  had  fore- 
warnM  Cortez.  againfl  A'tontez.umas  Unifier 
Delîgns,  did  all  that  in  them  lay  to  divert 
him  from  going  to  Chmultccal^  to  make  trial 
of  their  Fidelity  in  Perfon  ;  but  feeing  he  per- 
il fled  in  his  Rcfolntion  of  going  thither,  they 
olfcr'd  to  attend  him  with  locooo  Fighting 
Men.  He  thank'd  them  for  their  generous 
offer,  but  would  take  only  6000  along  with 
him,  bccaufe  he  was  unwilling  to  be  trou- 
bled with  fo  vafl  and  ufclcfs  a.  Multitude, 
and  fear'd,  not  without  reafon,  that  his  Sfa- 
vinrds  might  be  inftfted  with  their  diforderly 
way  cf  living  in  the  Field.  The  next  follow- 
ing Day,  the  Chief  Inhabitants  of  Chnrnltecal 
j/jfC//;' o/came  out  of  the  City,  to  meet  Cortez  with 
Chiiruiic- Trumpets,  Drums,  Singers  and  Dancers  at  the 
cai.  Head  of  them,   to  give  him  all  the  Den-.on- 

flrations  of  their  fincere  Inclinations  and  Joy 
that  could  be.  He  was  conduded  with  all 
imaginable  Pomp,  and  JodgM  in  one  of  the 
fineft  Houfes  of  the  Place  \  his  little  Army  had 
likevvifc  convenient  Qiiarteis  affign'd  them, 
and  were  well  provided  with  Provi lions  and 
all  other  Neccfi'iries  :  But  having  obferv'd 
fome  of  thefe  Trap  holes,  againft  which  they 
had  a  Caution  given  them  before  hand,  they 
kept,  during  their  March,  conflantly  upoQ  their 
Guard,  and  avoided  thefe  Traps  by  their  Cir- 
cumfpecrion  :  What  encreas'd  their  Sufpicion 
VMS)  chat  after  awhile  the  Inhabitants  feldora 

pay'd 
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pay'd  any  Vifits  to  the  Spa-niar^ls.,  and  every 
Day  pinch'd  them  more    and    more  in  their 
ufual  Allowance  of  Provifions.     Much  about 
the  fame  time,  a  certain  Indian  Woman,  who 
liv'd  with  the  Europeans  in  the  Quality  of  aa 
Interpreter,   difcover'd  to   Cortez.^    how    that 
King  Montez.uma  had  a  great  Army  at  Handjthat 
the  Inhabitants  of  Ck.'r///ffc^/  hadfent  theirChii- 
dren  out  of  the  City,  that  theymight  with  thé 
more  Refolution  fur prife  thç  Spaniards,  and  put 
them  all  to  the  Sword,  if  it  were  in  their  Power. 
Ccrtez.  being  now  convinc'd  that  there  was  no 
time  to  be  loft,  refolv'd  immediately  to  fall 
upon  the  Indians,  before  they  could  have  time 
to  put  their  Defign  in  Execution  :     Purfuant 
to    this    Refolution,    he  fent  Word  to    the 
Chief  Lords  of  the  City,   to   attend  him  at 
Jhis   Houfe ,    having  fomething  of  great  mo- 
ment to  impart  to  them  \    and   at  the  fame 
time  order'd   his  Soldiers  to  be    ready ,    to 
aâ:    at    the  firft   Signal   given.     No   fooner 
were  all   the  Lords  affembled  in    the  Hou fc 7-/^^5  ^^^^-^ 
that  was  affign'd  him  for  his  Lodgings,   but.irds  j,"^* 
he  caus'd  them  to  be  feiz'd  ;   and  then    ihQl'eforehnni 
Spaniards  mounting  on  Horfe-back,  alTail'dthe?"^'!' ^^^^ 
Indians,  and  in  an  Hours   time  kill'd    above  "'^^^"'' 
3000  of  them  with  their  Swords  and  Piftols. 
Had  CorteTL  made  the  leall  delay  in  prevent- 
ing them,  he  and  his  Forces  had  bin   infalli- 
bly loft  ',  becaiife  the  Indians  were   juft    theu 
preparing  to  fall  upon   them,    and    for   that 
Purpofe  had  barricado'd  the  Streets  with  vaft 
Stones  :    But    being    attack'd     anexpededly, 
were  foon  brought  into  diforder  and  diipcrs'd, 
being  then  without  Commanders  or  Leaders, 
who  were  ail  feizM  and  kept  in   Chains   in 
Cortcz!<à    Houfe,    who  gave    immediate    Or* 
ders  to  ièt  Fire  to  fome  fortify'd  fmail  Tow- 
A  3  :i  ers. 
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ers,  wherein  the  îrduws  hdcl  fccur'd  thcmfclvcs, 
with  a  Rtfohition  to  hold  out  there  to  the 
lafl  F.x'trcmity  -,  but  ihcy  were  foon  forc'd  to 
abaiîdom  them  and  the  Ciry,  at  the  lame 
time 

The  Lords  th;it  were  dctain'd  'mCortez,h\s 
Houfc  beint:;  a'-k'd^  Whnt  could  move  them 
to  tak?  fo  barbarous  a  Rcfolution,  thustrca- 
cheroiîfly  to  Maflbcrc,  in  cool  blood,  ail  tlîc 
Spam.nd^  ?  They  told  Cotez^  That  they  had 
bin  cngjg'd  in  this  Confpiracy  by  the  inha- 
bitintS  of  CulvAy  who  were  Monte::.nma\  Sub- 
jcf^i-,  who  had  left  nothing  ur.attempted  to 
clia^v  them  into  this  treacherous  Uclign  -,  That 
Mont  cum  A  himfclf,  who  was  not  above  a 
League  and  hall  ihcncc,  iiad  gather'dan  Army 
of  5COOO  Men,  on  purpofc  to  favour  this  Eii- 
tcrprize.  They  begg'd  in  a  moft  himble 
manner,  that  two  or  three  only  among  them 
inicht  be  fet  at  Liberty,  in  order  to  take 
care  of  their  Wives,  Children,  and  Move- 
ables they  had  fent  away,  to  make  them  re- 
turn into  ihe  City,  making  mofl  folemn 
rrctcfl^tions  to  rcmai]),  for  ever  alter,  faith- 
fiil  to  ^'/ .?■;/,  and  not  to  lu  Her  thcmi'elvcs  to 
be  feduc'd.  Accordingly,  the  next  Day,  eve- 
ry one  return'd  to  his  houJe,  and  the  whole 
City  was  as  quiet  and  as  full  of  People, 
as  it  was  the  Day  before  this  Misfortune  hap- 
pcnd. 

It  being  refolv'd  among  the  Spaniards,  not 
to  take  the  leafl:  Notice,  as  if  they  were  ac- 
quainted with  Aïontezurnu's  perfidious  Defigns, 
they  gave  a  very  obliging  Reception  to  the 
Amballadors  he  fcnt  to  them,  to  congratulate 
then  on  account  of  their  good  Suceefsa^ainff 
rhcfe  Lraytors-,  they  brought  Frefents  to 
CV  /::;,  fiom   their  Mailer,   conlîfîing    of  ten 
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Golden  Plates  \  i  500  Suits  of  Cloath<?  adorn'd 
with  Feathers  after  their  own  Country  Fafhioa  \ 
abundance  of  Turkies,  and  other  ProvilîoDs, 
with  good  flore  of  Pamcap^  being  a  fort  of 
Liquor  the  Indians  drink  :  The  Amballadors 
entreated  Couez,  not  to  penetrate  any  further 
iato  Montez^uma  s  Dominions,  alledgiiig  it  was 
a  barren  Country,  not  fufficient  to  find  Suh- 
liilance  for  his  own  Troops,  who  had  fffci'd 
very  much  of  late  for  Want.  He  anfwer'd 
them  in  very  obliging  Terms,  That  having 
fome  things  of  the  greatelt  weight  lo  com- 
municate to  their  Mafter,  he  was  oblig'd  10  corne 
to  have  an  Interview  with  him. 

Not  far  trom  the  City  of  Clntrultec.xl,    are 
two  very  high  Mountains,  conflantly  cover'd 
with   Snow  on   the  Tops,  and  exceffive  cold  ^ 
from  tlience  you  may  lee  iflue  forth,  without 
Intermiffion,    certain    Exhalations,   or    rather 
two  thick  Colums  of  Sa  oak,  of  the  Circur,.- 
ference  of  a  large  Houle,  riling  up  fl:r;3it  in- 
to the   Air,  with  more  Swiftnels  than  a  Dart 
flys  from  a  Bow  -,  and   tho'  the  Wind  blows 
always    very    hard    on    the  Tops    of    thefe 
Mountains,   it  is  not  ftrong  enough  to  move 
either    on  one  iide   or  other,   much  kfs   to 
difperfe  thefe  Colums  (as  one  may  call  them^ 
of  bmoak.     Several  Attempts  have  bin  made,  to 
get  up  to  the  tops  of  thefe  Mountains,to  dilcover 
the  true  Caufe  of  this  Prodigy,   but  in  vain, 
jio  body  has  hitherto  bin  able  to  reach   them, 
becaufe  thj?  Wind  blows  whole  Heaps  of  Afties 
into    your    Face,    fo  as  to  flifie  you  ;  befides 
that,    the  Snow   towards   the  Tops   lies  very 
jdeep,    and  the  Cold  is  alnoft  infiipportabie, 
whereas  this  Climate  is  othsrwife   exceeding 
Hot,  being  no  more  than  twenty  Degrees  be- 
yond the  Equinodtial  Line. 

A  a  3  A 
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Cortez  A  few  Leagues  diftance  from  thefe  Moun- 
•^j^"  '^.  tains,  is  the  Famous  City  of  Tcmiflitan^  feat- 
tan")oAe^^*^  the  midft  of  a  Lake,  having  but  one 
Momezu-  pretty  broad  Caufey-way  leading  to  it,  which 
rm.  will  conveniently  hold  about  eight  Horfe-mea 

a  breaft  :  The  Water  of  this  Lake  is  congeal'd 
frequently  into  Salt,  wherewith  they  drive   a 
JDcJnip-  great  TrufTick.    The  City  it  felf,  is  furround- 
tiojioftfn  çd  by  a  flrong  Wall,    defended  by    Towers 
Ct/s  .9i-  Qf  différent  Sizes  :;    and  has  but  two  Gates, 
iuation.    ^^^  through  which  the  People  come  in,  and 
the    other    at  which  they  go  out.     A  thou- 
find  Pcrfons  of  the  bell  Rank,  all  clad  in  the 
fume  Drefs,    came  out   of  the  City  to  meet, 
fahitc,  and  pay  their  Compliments  to  Cortez.^ 
and  thofe  that  were  with  him-,  each  of  them, 
one    after   another ,    laid   his   Hand    to   the 
Ground,  and  then  kifs  d    it  with    all  poffiblc 
marks  of  a  moft:  profound  Refpecl  ;  this  Ce- 
remony took  np  no  Icfs  than  a  whole  Hour. 
After  thefe,    appeared  Montc^Luma  in  Perfon, 
attended  by  two  hundred  Lords  of  his  Court, 
all  bare  footed,  but  more  richly  attired  than 
thofe  that  had  made  their  Appearance  before  \ 
they  walk'd  two  and  two,  and  kept  as  near 
the  Houfes   as    they  could,   tho'  the   Streets 
were   very   fpacious  ;    Mofitczuma  walk'd    be- 
twixt two  of  the  greateft  Lords  of  the  Country, 
who  fupported  him  on  both  fides  :  There  was 
|iot  the  leafl  difference  in  their  Drefs  or  Ha- 
bits,  except  that  Aiomeziwia  himfelf  had  Shoes 
Corrcz  l:  on,  and  the  other  two  not.    So  foon  as  Cortez. 
met  hy      ^^j^g  j^ç^j.  thg^^  hg  alighted  from  his  Horfe, 
Momezu-  ^^  ^^^  j^|^  Refpedts  to  Mvmez.nma^  after  which, 
"^**         the  two  Lords  that  fupported  him,  paid  theirs 
to  Cortez.^  after  the  manner  of  their  own  Country; 
the  other  two  hundred  Lords  did  the  fame,  and 
the  Ceremonial  being  over,  everyone  took  his 
Place.  Cortez, 
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Corte::^  had  a  Collar  of  glafs  Stones,  about 
his  Neck,  which  he  prefcnted  to  Aîrfnez.Hma, 
who  in  lieu  thereof  beftow'd  upon  him  im- 
mediately three  others  of  a  much  greater 
Value  j  all  the  Company  march'd  in  the  fame 
erder,  as  they  were  come,  and  conducted  Cor- 
tez.  to  a  mo/t  magnificent  Palace,  prepar'd 
for  his  Reception.  The  King  fent  their  con- 
fiderable  Prefents  of  Gold  and  Silver,  and 
many  other  curious  Pieces  made  of  Feathers 
of  divers  Colours,  with  joco  Suits  of  Cloaths, 
molt  artificially  wrought  -,  and  featirtg  himfelf 
in  a  mo/l  magnificent  Seat  next  toC(7rffc,he  fpoke 
in  thefe  following  Words  : 

Our  ancient  Hijlorles  tell  m,  thint  we  are  not  '^^^jontezu- 
iri'horn  People  of  the  Country^  we  now  live  in  ^ma'^O»,:- 
bnt  that  we  are  Vorciçners^  hroitohr  hither  from  tioji  ami 
far  dijiant  Places^  under  the  Condutl  of  a  certain  S"''niiji<j}u 
Leader  or  Captain^  whofe  SiibjeÛs  we  were  ;  and 
who  having  left  tts  in  this  Country^  returned  to  his 
own.  Sometime  after  he  came  once  more  to  this 
Country^  to  fee  his  old  SnbjeU:s^  whom  he  found 
marry' d  with  the  Women  Natives  oj  the  Country^ 
étnà,  much  encre  US' à  in  Number  :  He  did  all  that 
in  him  layy  to  engage  them  to  go  back  along 
'with  him,  to  their  Native  Count ey  •,  but  they  ^b- 
folntdy  refused  fo  to  do^  nor  would  they  any  longer 
acknowledge  him  for  their  Lord  ;  fo  he  was  forced 
to  go  from  whence  he  c.^me.  However  it  is  an 
old  and  gem  ally  received  Opinion  among  lis^  that 
his  Pojferity  are  to  come  into  thcfe  Parts  and 
Conquer  us^  and  all  our  Provinces^  twenty  being 
in  effect  y  by  defcent^  their  lawful  SnhjeVrs^  When 
J  rightly  weigh  all  the  Circumflances  of  this  /A at- 
ter^  every  thing  you  have  relateà  to  us^  and  the 
Wonderi  you  tell  m  of  your  great  Prince  and  Lord, 
and  compare  all  thefe  things  with  the  Defcri^tion 
A  a  ^  yoti 
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you  have  given  m  of  that  Country  from  whence 
yon  come^  we  have  all  the  Reafon  in  the  fVorl^ 
to  he  perfitaded^  that  the  fame  great  Km^^  your 
Afafter^  who  has  fcnt  you  hither^  is  alfo  our  law- 
fnl  Soveraign  Lord.  ^Tts  on  this  account  you  may 
re  si  fatisfy''d^  that  we  are  fully  refolv^d  to  obey 
you^  without  any  Fraud  or  Referve^  affuring  ycu^ 
that  in  your  Per  fan  ^  we  will  pay  our  R  effect  to 
him  that  has  fent  you  hither.  Difpofe  therefore 
of  thefc  Provinces^  and  command  here  at  your 
own  Plcafure  \  you  will  meet  with  none  but  O- 
hcdicnt  and  Faithful  Suhjecls  here^  ^nd  fuch  as 
are  fully  dsfpos^d^  te  do  you  all  the  Services  they 
are  able  \  you  have  therefore  nothing  elfe  to  do 
at  this  time^  than  to  confult  your  own  Fafe  and 
Repo/e^  after  the  many  Fatigues  you  have  under* 
gone^  bet  h  tn  yrur  long  and  diffxult  Voyages  at 
Sea^  and  in  the  fevcr.d  Fngagements  you  have 
had  at  Land^  before  you  could  come  to  ks.  1 
don^t  in  the  leaf  cjueflion^  but  that  fame  among 
the  neighbouring  Nations^  out  of  no  ether  Motives 
than  Spite  and  Fnvy^  have  endeavoufd  to  create 
in  you  a  Jealoufy^  and  to  prepofcfs  you  againfi 
me  i  /  win  not  pretend  to  clear  my  Jelf  on  that 
Head^  fine e  your  own  Ex^erienie  will  fujfciently 
convince  you  of  the  Falfuy  of  theje  Jnfinuations 
and  Calumnies.  They  have  told  you^  That  the 
very  Walls  of  my  Palate  are  ofmajfy  Cold  ^  That  1 
fret  end  to  be  worJl}ipp'd  like  a  Cod  ^  That  1  alone 
fim  Mitjler  of  more  Riches^  in  SUks^  and  other 
"precicus  Commodities^  fhan  all  the  ether  Princes 
in  the  World  tcgcthçr  :  Let  this  be  as  it  will^  J 
can  only  tell  yon^  that  all  J  haze  is  at  your  Dif- 
fofal  ^  you  are  jole  Aiajlers  here-,  make  ujc  of  all 
the  Produis  of  my  Dominions^  no  otherwije  thaii 
^o(t  would  do  of  what  is  your  own. 
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This  Harangue  being  extreamly  pleafing  to 
the  Spaniards^   they  were  fure  not   to  negleâ: 
any  thing,  they  thought  might  confirm  Mon» 
tcT^uma  in  his  Opinion,  that  they  were  aâually 
defcended  from   that  lawful  Prince  of  thefc 
Provinces  he  had  fpoken  of,  and  that  the  King 
ofSpaiff  was  the  Heir  and  Succeflbr  of  him  their 
Ancient  Hillories  of  the  Incites  made  mention 
of.    Six    Days    after    the    firfl:    entrance  of 
Cortez.     into    that    moft    celebrated   City    of 
Temijlir^n^  things  continued  in  the  fame  ftate, 
without    any    remarkable    alteration  ;    when 
Cortez.  refleding  ferioufly  upon  the  whole  mat- 
ter, it  was  thought  moft  advifcable,  to  fecure 
Momez.uma%  Perfon,  for  fear  he  fliould  change 
his  Mind;  whereis,  as  long  as  they  had  him 
in  their  power,  they  were  fecure  againft  any 
Revolt  or  Aflault  from  his  Subjefts:  It  being 
therefore  fully  rtfolv'd  to  feize  and  detain  him 
a  Prifoaer  in  the  fame  Houfe  that  was  allignM 
him  for  his  Lodgings,  (  provided   it  could  be 
done  without    much   noife  and    dillurbance) 
Cortez.  pofted   certain  Guards  in  all  the  chief 
Streets,  ."nd  then  went  in  Perfon  (as  he  com- 
monly us'd  to  do)  to   fee  Montez^uma,  in  his 
Palace;    who  welcomed  him   with  fome  Pre- 
fents,  and  his  Daughter  and  thofe  of  moll  of 
the  great  Lords  at  Court,   did  the  fame   to 
thofe  Spminrdi  that  came  along  with  him.  After  cortez 
fome  Difcourfe  upon  indifterent  matters,  Cortez.  fazes  the 
upbraided  Monttz^nma  with  the  ill  treatment  P^j/o"  »/ 
fome  Spaniards  had  received  from  the  Indians^  Monttzu- 
by   his   orders    feveral    of    them   had    been'^'^* 
murdered:    He  told   them,   that  he    thought 
|:«imfelf  oblige4  to  take  him  along  with  him 
to  his  own  Quarters,  till  fuch  time,  that  the 
whole  Truth  of  fo  barbarous   an  Aâioa  was 
brought  to  light,    and  that  he  had  received 
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full  fatisfac^ion  given  him,  for  the  Death  of 
his  Friends.  Cortez, ,  to  encourage  him  under 
this  uncxpeded  Affliction,  told  him,  he  fhould 
not  be  treated  like  a  Prifoner,  but  like  one 
who  was  at  full  Liberty  ;  That  the  Spaniards 
fhould  obey  him  in  every  thing,  and  be  ready 
at  his  Service,  as  much  as  if  they  were  his 
natural  SuSjeâs.  After  fomc  Proteflations, 
and  a  flcnder  Refiflance,  AfontezHma  confented 
to  go  along  with  Concz.  to  his  Q_narters  ;  fo 
being  put  into  a  Chair,  he  was  attended  thi- 
ther by  a  great  number  of  the  Chief  Men  of 
his  Court,  all  in  Tears»  but  fpoke  not  one 
word  ,  or  offered  to  make  the  leaft  diflnr- 
bance  :  So  far  from  that,  that  when  Monte" 
zuma  found  fomc  Murmurings  among  the  Peo- 
ple who  flock'd  about  him,  he  was  the  firft 
that  appeafed  them  by  his  Authority  and 
Pcrfuafions-,  thus  every  thinç  remained  quiet 
vvhilft  Mont(z.i!Tn^  was  detained  in  Cortei'^ 
Houfe. 

A  few  days  after,  a  certain  Jndi.in  Lord, 
named  ^.tlpapoc^^  his  Son,  with  fcvcral  others 
of  their  Accomplices,  being  accufed  of  the 
Murther  of  the  Spaniards^  were  Apprehended, 
Fettered  ,  and  put  in  a  clofe  Prifon:  They 
own'd  the  Faft ,  and  at  the  fame  time  con- 
fcfs'd ,  that  what  they  had  done  was  by  the 
Advice  and  Command  of  Monteuim/i.  The 
Criminals  were  burn'd  alive  in  the  great 
Market  Place,  without  the  Icafb  Tumult  or 
Commotion  \  and  Aiontcz^nma^  upon  their  Ac- 
cufation,  was  loaded  with  irons  \  which  caufed 
fuch  an  excefs  of  Grief  in  him ,  that  the 
Spaniards  fearing  his  death,  they  were  taken  off 
again  the  fame  day,  and  treated  him  with  all 
manner  of  Civility;  to  retaliate  which,  he 
Commanded   feverai  of    his  Indians   to  fhewr 

them 
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thetn  his  befl  Gold  Mines,  to  the  great  fatif- 
taâion  of  the  Spaniards. 

Monteutjva ,  to  give  them  all  the  proofs 
that  poflibly  he  could  of  his  good  Inclina- 
tions and  Intentions ,  calfd  together  an  Af- 
fembly  of  all  the  Great  Lords  of  his  Province, 
unto  whom  headdrefs'd  himfelf  in  the  follow- 
ing Harangue,  in  the  prefcnce  of  De  Conez, 
who  thought  it  his  intereft  to  be  prefent  ac 
this  ACembly: 

Dear  Brethren  and  Friends^  yon    are  fefifible -^Iq^x^-^xX' 
long  Ago^  that  you   are  my  Suhjeiis^    as  yonr  Fa~  ma'j  Re- 
thers  Were  to  my  Predeeejfors^  who  always  trfatedfi^'"^^ion 
you  with  a  great  dtal  of  mildnefs-^  yon  have  hither.  "/  ^"  '^^ 
to    pay'd  me  all    the  Obedience  fait hf id  Sfihjeas"''':'^^^ 
ought   to  pay  to  their  lawjnl  Soveraign,    yon  are 
alfo  not  ignorant  y    that  owr  Nation  owes  not  its 
firjl  Origin  to  tha  Country  we   live  in^  hut  that 
our  Ance^ors  were   tranfplanted  hither   from  fo- 
reign Parts  ^    yon    may  therefore  he  certain  that 
thefe  Europeans,  lately  come  into  thefe  Provinces^ 
0re  fent    hither  by  a  King   de fc ended  from   our 
firfl  Founder  :    But  beeauje     our  Ancefiors   would 
not    pay  him    due  Obedience  ^   '/*»•  no  more  than 
common  JnJIice  we    Jhould  do   it  now  '-,  fo  I  eX' 
hort  yon ,    to  acknowledge  this  Great  Prince  for 
your  Lord  and  Mafier^   in  the  fame  manner  m  y  on 
have  ownd  me^  in   the  fame  ^ality^  and  to  pay 
him  the  fame  Obedience  you  have    payd  to  me  ^ 
and  this  is  the  great ejl  fat isfaQ ion  you  are  able  to 
give  me. 

Thefe  Words  of  y^/(?»ff!::,«w4  were  attended 
with  Tears  intermix'd  with  very  deep  Sighs  ^ 
and  the  Lords  of  his  Court  following  his  Ex- 
ample, wept  to  that  excefs,  thai  they  were 
|iot  able  to  return  an  aufwer  for  fome  time, 
f^ay,  many  of  the  Spaniards,   who  were  Eye». 

witnelPes 
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witneHes  of  this  Tragical  Scene,  conicl  not  but 
fhew  fomc  CompafTion  for  this  unfortunate 
Prince.  At  lafl:  the  Indian  Lords  being  fome- 
what  recovered,  told  Afontez-Htna,  That  they 
jhould  continue  at  all  times  t»  be  his  faitb/ni 
SubjcSls ,  and  acknowUdge  no  other  Sovereign  \ 
But  that  in  regard  of  the  Command  he  had  laid 
Vf  on  them ,  tbey  would  fithmit  to  the  Kin^  of 
Spaiu,  that  they  rvould  pay  him  Tribute^  ard  do 
him  all  the  Service  that  lay  in  their  Power. 
This  Declaration  being  Regiftred  by  a  No- 
tary Publick,  fevcral  Copies  thereof  were  de- 
livered to  the  Spaniards. 

After  this  authenticic   Refignation,   Monte- 
z^nma  was  told  ,    thit    the  King  of  Sialn  had 
occafion  for  a  certain  quantity  of  Gold  ,    to 
carry  one  foine   great  Enterprize    he  had  in 
view,  and  that  therefore  he  Ihould  ask  fro:n 
his  Subjects  what  Gold  and  Silver  they  could 
fpare,   thereby  to  convince  the  King  of   the 
^P^,^,^i.fmcerity  of    their   Promifes.    They    aftually 
ovi  qu.in-  raifed  in  a  fliort  time  Two  and  Thirty  Mil- 
tity  of     lions  and    Four  Hundred  Pounds   of    Gold  ^ 
Gold  rat-  yyithont  mentioning  a  vail  quantity  of  other 
Mcvnuzu-  ^^^^    Commodities    of   an    incredible   value, 
ma'i  Do-  and  many  curious  Pieces  made  of  Feathers  of 
niniuns.     Various  Colours.    Cortex,  had    a   Crucifix  Cart: 
of  Mafly  Gold,  and  a  vail  number  of  Golden 
Medals  of  dilfercut    fizes.     He    order'd  alfo 
feme  Silver  Money  to   be  Coiu'd ,   and   pro- 
vided himftlf  with  good  ftore  of  Plate  ^  and 
Aîoiit£z,uma    fent    to   the   King  of   Spain  vail 
quantities  of  Silks  of  the  molt  excellent  work- 
n  anfliip  that  can    be  feen ,   there  being  no- 
thing like  it  to  be  met  with  in   Europe-^  the 
whole  being  a  moft  furprizing  iutertcxture  of 
Feathers  and  Silk ,    reprefenting  every  thing 
iu  its  natural  Colours. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    II. 

Ji  Defcri^tion  of  that  Provime  wherein,  thi 
City  of  Temiftitan  is  feated^  of  the  dif- 
ferent Commodities  brought  andjold  there  ; 
and  with  what  exactnefs  the  Indians  carry 
on  their  Traffic k. 

THe  Province  of  Mexico^  whereof  the  City 
of  iemtjiitan  is  the  Capital  City  ,   and 
whereof  A^ontez.Hma  was  King  at  that  time, 
is  furrounded  with  Mountains  ,   in  the  midfb 
whereof  is   a   Plain    of  about  60  Leagues  in 
Circnmference  \  This  Plain  contains  among  other 
things  two  Lakes,  one  whereof  has  Frefh,  the 
other  Salt  Water.    Thefe  Lakes  contain  feveral 
Ifles  and  Towns,  which  have  a  Communication 
with  one  another  by  their  Canoes  and  other 
fuch  Boats  ufed  by  the  Indians,    Thefe  Lakes 
have  likewife  their  Flood  and  Ebb  Tides   (  like 
the  Sea  )  in   fuch  a  manner,  that  when  it  is 
high  Water  in  the  Salt  Water  Lake,  itdifcharges 
it  (elf  with  the  fame  impetuity  into  the  Frefh 
Water  Lake,  as  if  it  where  a  large  and  very 
rapid  River  •,  on  the  other  Fiand,the  Frefh  Wa- 
ter Lake  diflcmbogues  at  certain  fet  times  into 
the  Salt  Water  Lake.     The  City  of  Tcmifiitan  jn  exa.^ 
is  Built  in  the  Salt  Water  Lake  about   modefaip- 
Leagues  from  the  Land  ;   It  has  four  CapitaHj''"''/^.^^^ 
Streets  built  on  Arches  -,  it  is  as  big  in  its  Cir-  j^^  j^. 
cumfcrence  as  5^ wY^  or  Cordttba  in  Spain  :  Oneta^|"\^'j 
half  of  the  Streets  is  of  Earth,  the  other  half/Z-eP^j- 
is  made  up  by  a  Canal  ;  fo  that  you  may  go  ^''fce  of 
either  by  Water  or  Land,    as  you    like  befl. ^'^'=^^'^0. 
The  Streets  are  joyned.  and  have  a  Commu- 
nication with  cei  tain  Wooden  Bridges,   curi- 

oully 
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oufly  built  and  of   very  fine  Wood  ,    and  o{ 
fuch  a  breadth,  that  no  lefs  than  ten  Horfc- 
mea    may   pafs   over    them    in    Front.     The 
iJrand  PUce^   or  the   Market  Place  of  Temifr/^ 
tan^    is  much  larger  ,   and  much    handfomer 
than  that  of  Salamanca  in  Spain^  and  furround- 
ed  on  all   fides  with  Portico's  :  Here  you  /hall 
fee  fometimcs   above  6cooo  Perfons  together, 
who  come    thither  to  buy  and    fell ,   becaufc 
here  they  may  be  furnifh'd  with  every  thing 
the  whole  Province  affords  ^    Meat,  Cloaths, 
Gold  and  Silver  Vellels,    Lead,   Feathers    of 
Birds,   Pearls,  Diamonds,    all  forts  of  Fowls, 
Patridges,    Turtles,  Pidgeons,  Cranes,  Parro- 
quets,   Sparrow-hawks,    Falcons,    Eagles,  and 
all  forts  of  Birds  of  Prey  -,    Here  you  may  buy 
Rabbets,  Hares,  and  Venefon,  and  a  little  fort 
of  Dogs  which  allbrd  good  Food  ^   Here  you 
tneet  with  Herbs  of  all  forts,    both  for  Phylick 
and  the  Pot  ;    Hony  you  have  hereof  different 
kinds  ^  that  which  is  produced  by  the  Bees,  ano- 
ther fort  taken  out  of  the  Canes  of  the  Mahiz^ 
which  is  25   fweet   as  that  drawn  out  of  the 
Sugar  Cane?-,    They   have    alfo  certain  Trees, 
which  furnilh  them  with  that  fort  of   Hony 
whereof  they  make  their  Wine  or  Afcthe^Un. 
In  Grannida  it  felf  you  fhall  not  meet  with  finer 
and  better  Silks  than  in  the  Province  of  Mexico  ; 
their  Colours  are   moil  exquilite.     Here  they 
Fell  alio  Buckskins  well  drefs'd,   both  with  and 
without  the    Hairs  *,    Each  fort  of  Trade  has 
its  peculiar  Station,  and  they  are  very  cxaft  in 
their  Weight  and  Meafure.    *Tis  very  rare  to 
find  any  one  defective  in  that  point  -,  and  their 
is  a  certain  Office,    where  lo  or  12  of  the 
beft  Traders  have    their  confiant  Refidencc, 
thefe  not  only  fettle  the  price  of  every  thing 
that  People  may  not  be  Impos'd  upon,  and  de- 
termine 


of  VoYAG-ES  and Tk AY ELSo  551. 

termine  what  differences  may  arife  betwixt 
buyers  and  fellers,  but  alfo  Punifii  thofe  who 
are  catch'd  in  a  Fraud. 

The  City  of  Temiftitan  is  adornM  with  many  Thelndi- 
fair  Struâures,  which  are  for  the  moft  part  a  an /Woj.b 
fort  of  Mo.ks  or  rather  Pagan  Convents,  In-  "^,  Te- 
habited  by  thofe  that  attend  the  Worfhip  of  ™^^^^^"* 
the  Idols.  Thefe  Religiofo's  are  clad  in  Black, 
and  never  cut  their  Hairs  :  The  Children  of  the 
Great  Lords  wear  the  fame  habit  till  they  are 
fix  or  fcvçn  years  of  Age,  or  perhaps  till  they 
are  Married  ^  Thofe  that  live  in  thefe  Mosks 
are  not  permitted  to  vifit  any  Women,  or  they 
to  go  to  them  -,  they  abftain  from  Flefh,  and 
at  Ibme  Seafons  of  the  year  from  other  things 
befides.  Their  principal  Mosk  is  furrounded 
by  a  very  high  Wall,  its  Circumference  being 
as  large  as  a  fmall  Town  of  5  or  <5oo  Hou- 
fes ,  the  Apartments  within  are  very  fair 
and  Ipacious,  Flanck'd  by  no  lefs  than  forty 
Allies  or  Walks  moll  curioufly  embellifh'd  ; 
You  enter  into  the  principal  Mosk  by  fifty 
fteps,  the  leafl:  of  them  is  as  high  as  the 
Steple  of  the  Cathedral  of  Sevile  :  There  is 
not  a  Chappel  wherein  there  is  an  Idol,  but 
where  every  ftone  of  it  is  embellifh'd  with 
fame  curious  Engraven  Figures,  and  the  out- 
lides  are  adorn'd  with  Painted  Images  :  The 
Walks  or  Allies  are  intended  for  the  Burials 
of  Perfbns  of  Note.  Day-light  never  enters 
into  thefe  Chappcls  ^  none  but  the  Religio- 
fo's  being  permitted  to  come  there,  and  not 
all   of   them  neither  at  all  times. 

The  Spaniards  pull'd  down  the  chief  Statues 
of  the  Suppofititious  Deities,  they  Wafh'd  and 
Beautified  the  Chappels,  ftain'd  all  over  with 
the  Blood  of  Human  Sacrifices,  and  in  lieu 
thereof,   put    up    the    Statues  of    the  Holy 

Virgin, 
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Virgin,  ,  and   of  fevcral  other  Saints,  to  th^ 
great    difTatisfadion  of    Afo»tezHma   and    all 
his    Subjefts.      Thiey    rcprcfented    to    Cortez.^ 
that  if  this    proceeding  (hou'd   take  V^cnt  in 
the  Country,   they   wou'd    infallibly  rife  up 
in  Arms  ^    it   being   their  Opinion,    that  all 
the  Goods  and    Riches  they  are  Mafters   of, 
is  owing  to    the  Liberality   of    their    Idols. 
The   SpanUrcis   did   all    they  cou'd   to  unde- 
ceive tlicm,  and  to  convince   them  that  there 
was  no    more  than    one  real  God,    the  fole 
Lord  and  Mafter  of  the  Univerfe,  andftridt- 
iy  forbad    not   to  Sacrifice  any  Children   to 
thofe  Idols,   the  Statues  whereof  far  excecd- 
doh^  ^'   c^   ^^  bignefs    the  Natural  Stature  of  Men  ^ 
they  feed  them  with  all  forts   of  Roots,  and 
Pulfc  mix'd  Vkith  the  Blood  of  Human  Sacri- 
fices ^   they  pull  out   their  t^earts  whilfl  yet 
alive,    the   Heart  being    the  chief  part  they 
offer    to    their    Idols,     being    before    dipped 
in  the  Blood  of  the  Victim  :  They  have  their 
particular  Deities,  according  to  their  feveral 
neceflities,    in  imitation  ot   the  Ancient  Hea- 
thens. 

The  Houfcs  of  Temiptan  are  very  large 
and  handlbm,  the  great  Lords  of  the  King- 
doms have  their  Palaces  and  Refidcnce  at 
certain  Seafons  of  the  year  ;  the  Inhabitants 
in  general  are  very  Rich,  and  dwell  in  very 
convenient  Habitations  with  curious  Flower- 
Gaidcns  behind  them  :  The  Water  is  con- 
vey *d  into  the  City  by  two  Jquadntts ,  and 
they  haveaConveniency  by  which  all  the  filth  and 
foul  Water  is  carry'd  back  out  of  the  City, 
there  being  abundance  of  Water  convcy'd  by 
means  of  Pipes  from  the  other  Aquaduâs 
into  this,  to  keep  it  tolleraUly  clean,  and 
walh  away  the  Exciements.     In    every    part 
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of  the  City,  you  meet  at  all  times  of  the 
Day  with  abimdance  of  Handy-crafts  Men, 
who  offer  their  Service  to  be  hired  j  for  the 
Indians  are  an  induflrious  People,  notwith- 
ftanding  moil  of  the  Etircpcans  look  upon 
them  as  a  delpifable  and  barbarous  Genera- 
tion :  They  have  a  well  regulated  Govern- 
ment, and  take  Care  to  have  it  well  mana- 
ged and  maintained  *,  and  it  may  be  ti\ly 
faid  of  them,  that  when  the  Spaniards  entred 
jimerica^  they  wanted  nothing  but  the  Know- 
ledge of  the  true  God. 

The  magnificence  and  vad  Riches  of  Afori' 
tez^uma  are  alraoft  paft  our  Imagination,   un- 
lefs   one    had    bin  an  Eye-witnefs  of  ihtm  \The  Roy !d 
You  fee  in  his  Palace  an  infinite  Number  of^'^'^'^''"'^- 
Statues  of  Gold  and  Silver,   of  fine  Work- 
manfhip  \  abundance    of   curious    Pieces   in- 
laid, and  embellifh'd  with  Gold,   Pearls,  and 
Precious  Stones,  fo  nicely  and  artificially  con- 
triv'd,  that  do  body  ever   was   able  to  find 
out  what   Inllruments    the  Work-men  could 
make  ufe  of,    to  accomplifh  them  -,  and  it  is 
pafl:   all  Difpute,    that  the  m.oit  rcfin'd  and 
belt  Artifls  of  Europe  would  be  puzzled,   to 
find  out  a  Method  of  managing  Silk,  and  the 
Feathers  of  Birds,  to  fuch  an  Advantage,  and 
Tuch  a  Degree  of   Beauty  as  the  Indiums  do, 
for  all  manner  of  Work  and  Furniture.    The 
King's  ordinary  Refldence  is  at  TemiJ}it*tn^  from 
whence  heilTueshis  Orders  for  above  Two  hun- 
dred Leagues  round  -,  whence  it  is  evident,  that 
his  Kingdom  is  at  leaft  as  big  as  Spain.    The 
Chief  Men  of  the  Country  put  their  Sons  into 
the  King's  Service,   whilifc  they,  in  their  Re- 
fpective  Provinces,  take  care  to  fee  his  Taxes 
ajd  Culloms  pay  d  ia  due  Ti'iie    and  Phces: 

B  b  Thefe 
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Thefe  Tributes  or   Taxes  being  payM  in  dif- 
ferent kinds,  *tis  next  to  an  Inipofllbility,   as 
much  as  to  imagine,   much  lefs   to    compute 
the  Value  of  thofe    precious  Moveables    that 
fall  yearly  to  the  King's  Share      He  is  ferv'd 
with  the  fame  Refped    at  a  diftance,    as    if 
he  were  prefent  -,  and  no  Prince  in  the  World 
is  ferv'd  with  more    Devotion  and  SubniifTi- 
on  than    himfclf.     The  fined  Palaces  in    £«- 
rcpe,  have  nothing  that   is  comparable  to  the 
Spacioufnefs,  rich  Furnitures  and  Magnificence 
of  his.     1  he  Gardens  are  adorn'd  with  Sta- 
tues of  Marble  and  Jtfpcr  of  cxquiljte  Work- 
manfhipi  the  Palace   bas    Lodgings    fuflicient 
for    two    great    Princes,    with     their    whole 
Court.     His  Parks  are  flor'd  with  all  forts  of 
Animals,    both    to    fatisfic   the  Eye  and   the 
Belly.     All  forts  of  Fifti   whatever,   both    of 
Sea    and   River    Hfhcs,    arc    kept   in    Poods, 
which  have  on  both  Sides,    at  a   certain    di- 
[lance,  fomc  Pavillions,    where  you    may  reil 
and   divert  your  fclf  with  feeing  them  bulled 
in    Fi(hing.      Montiz^mna^    PaUce  is  divided 
into  fcveial  Quarters:     One  for   the  Whites, 
Men»  Women  and  Children  \  their  Hairs,  Eye- 
brows, and  in  fhort,  tlicir  whole  Complexion 
is    very    fair  :     Another    Quarter     is    pav'd 
with   the   fincft   Marble    Checker-v»'ife ,    each 
Stone  fix  Foot  fqa«re  \  they  are  Painted  with 
Birds  of  all  forts,    in  their   natural  Colours, 
which  affords    a   moil:  agreeable  Variety,     in 
one  Corner  of  the  great  Park,  are  abundance 
of   Cages,  for  Lions,  Tigers,  Wolves,  Foxes^ 
and    Wild-Cats,    belides    fome    other    favage 
four    footed    Beafh,    in    vafb    Numbers  \  all 
which  are   fed   with  Turkeys  -,   no   lefs  than 
three  hundred  Men,  make  it  their  daily  Em- 
ploy. 
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ployment,  to  keep  and  feed  thefe  Creatures. 
A  certain  part  of  the  Palace,  is  fct  alide  for 
the  Entertainment  of  monlhous  Men  and 
Women,  Cliangelings,  Mifhaped,  &c.  every 
kind  of  thefe  have  their  peculiar  Qiiarters,  and 
their  particular  Servants  to  attend  them. 

Every  Morning,  about    500  or    600  Fer- 
ions of  the  bell  Qiiality,  make  their  Appear- 
ance at   the   King's    Palace,  to    make   their 
Court  ;  fome  fitting,  others  walking  about  ia 
the  Apartments  ;    but  their  Attendants   are 
not  admitted  within  the  Palace,    but  flay  in 
the  outward  Courts  :     So  foon  as  the  King  is 
fat  down  at  Table,    the  Lords  do  the  fame, 
and    are   ferv'd   with    the    fame    Diflies  the 
King  has  at    his  ^  they  frequently  fend  fome 
to  their  Friends,  that  are  not  at  the  Table  : 
But  as   for  Wines  and  other  Liquors,    they 
are  there  in  fuch  vafl  Plenty,  that  every  one 
may  drink  what  he  pleafes,  both   at  Dinner 
and  Supper.time.    Three  hundred  young  Men 
are  appointed   to    carry  the  Difhes  to    the 
Tables,  and  in  cold  Weather^    each    Difh  is 
carry'd  upon  a  Chaving-dilh  :    The  King  i^ 
fèated  upon  a  Cufhion,  or  kind  of  BoUler  of 
very  fine  Leather-,  fix  old  Men  dine  with  him, 
whom  he  ferves    himfelf,    with    Meats,   and 
Changes  his  Napkins    almoll    every  Minute, 
and  his  Cloaths  Four  times  a  Day.     No  bo- 
dy is  allow'd    to  go  into  his    Bed-chamber, 
unlefs  he  be  bare- footed,  and  commanded  to 
come  in,  and  then  he   muft   enter  with    his 
Head  and  Eyes  fix'd  on  the  Ground,  and  his 
Body  bent  forward  -,  no  body  mult  look  in  the 
King's  Face  whiUl  he  is  talking  to  him  ^  be- 
caufe    to   flare    in  a  Man  of  Quality's  Face, 
whiKl   you  are    fpeaking   to   him,   is   look'd 
B  b  2  upon 
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upon  among  the  Indians^  as  a  Token  of  want 
of  Refpeft.  Whenever  the  King  goes  abroad 
(which  happens  but  feldom  )  all  thofe  that 
attend  him,  and  all  fuch  as  meet  him  in  the 
Street,  or  upon  the  Road,  turn  their  Heads 
another  way,  for  fear  they  fhould  fee  his  Face. 
To  be  fhort,  'tis  almolt  impoflible  to  pretend 
to  an  cfact  Defcription  of  all  the  Ceremonies 
obfervM  by  tbcfe  Juàians^  to  fhew  their  De- 
votion and  Refpeft  to  their  King  and  Ma- 
iler. 


CHAP.     III. 

Navarez,  a,  Spanifli  Commander  y  does  his 
utmost  en  de, \v  OUT  s  to  ruin  Cortez,  And( 

Jiduce  Montezuma.  Cortez  is  too 
quick  for  hu   Rivaly  and  takes  him  Pri- 

Joner» 

WHilft  Fer.unaud  de  Cert  ex.  continned  at 
I'emiftitan^  News  was  brought  him, 
th.u  the  Inhabitants  oi  Teya  Cyi<z,  had  revolt- 
ed at  the  laftigition  of  Captain  NavitreJ^^  a 
very  cunning  Man,  and  who  being  jealous  of 
Ferdinand  de  CortezSs  Glory,  had  laid  a  DeGga 
to  furprizé  and  feize  him,  with  all  that  be- 
loui^'d  to  him»  for  which  purpofe  he  had 
eqnipp'd  eighteen  Veflels  at  his  own  Charge  ; 
The  better  to  fucceed  in  this  Projed,  he  had 
found  Means  to  raife  an  Infurredion  in  fomc 
of  the  Provinces  belonging  to  Aiomex.uma^ 
with  the  AfTidance  of  one  of  the  greatelt 
Lords  of   his  Court,    This  made  Conez.   re. 

folve 
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folve  to  hazard  all,  to  break  his  Rivals  Mea- 
fures:  Purfuant  to  thisRefolution  he  ord'red 
Gonfalvo  de  Sandoval^  a  very  prudent  Com- 
mander, and  his  intimate  Friend,to  put  hiinfelf  at 
the  Head  of  fixty  Spanlardf,  intending  to  follow 
him  at  a  fmall  diltance  with  two  hundred  more  ; 
They  came  both  at  the  fame  time  in  fight 
of  the  Town,  where  Navarez,  had  his  Head-  Jn  En- 
quarters,  who  drew  out  with  fixty  Horfdand^^-^.?^'"^'"^ 
500  Foot,  leaving  the  reft  for  the  Defence  ^Jjj.g^ 
of  a  large  and  flrong  Mofque,  within  the  Towa.^„^j^ava- 
About  midnight  Cortez.  gave  riie  Signal  torez. 
attack  the  Mofque,  notwithftanding  he  had 
receiv'd  advice  that  Navarez,  was  march'd 
back  into  the  Town  with  all  his  Forces,  and 
had  planted  nineteen  Field  Pieces  on  one  of 
the  Towers  of  the  Mofque  :  They  defended 
themfelves  for  feme  time  with  the  utmolt 
Bravery  \  notwithltanding  which,  the  Tower 
was  taken,  and  Navarez.  taken  Prifoner,  with 
all  his  Officers  of  note;  They  fvvn'd,  that 
they  had  fram'd  a  Delign  to  fcde  Conez., 
and  to  fet  up  a  new  Government  in  the 
Indies^  independent  from  Spain.  After  this 
happy  Succefs,  Conez^  march'd  back  to  Temi' 
ftitnn  -,  but  at  his  Entrance  faw  himfelf  attack'd 
by  an  innumerable  Multitude  of  Indians^  who 
advancing  with  a  moll  dreadful  Cry,  threw 
Stones  as  thick  as  Hail  among  them,  and  caft 
their  Darts  in  fuch  vaft  Nun.bers,  that  the 
Roads  and  Streets  were  quite  covcr'd  with 
them.  They  ï^^t  Fire  likewife  to  the  Spanifi 
Fort,  part  whereof  was  burnt  to  the  Ground, 
and  the  Garrifon  had  bin  all  cut  to  Pieces, 
had  the  Indians  not  bin  kept  back  by  the 
Terror  and  Execution  of  their  Fire-arms, 
which  made   them  always    retreat    in    great 

Con- 
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Cortcz     Confiifioa  ;    for   the   Indians  advancing  with- 

mosl  fini'  q^,j-  ^^y  ordcf  or  rule,  each  Piece  of  ArtiU 

T&fh     ^^^y   ^^^^  ^^^  (iifcharg'd  amongft  them,   did 

the  Mcxi-  rnoft  terrible  Execution.     At  hit  Montfi,nma^ 

cans.        willing  to  fee. this  Tu.iiult  appcas'd,    defir'd 

the  SpntiUrds    to    place    him    on   one  of   the 

Platforms  of  the  Fortrcfs,  to  (hew  himfclf  to 

the  People,  and  to  fpeak  to  their  Leaders,  ia 

hopes  to    pcrfuade  them  to  lay  down  their 

Arms  :     But  one  of  the  Indians^  whether  by 

chance  or   othcivvife    is    uncertain,    hit    and 

wounded  hirawith  a  Stone  fodangcroufly  that 

he  dy'd  of  it  the  fame   Day.  ,  Cortez.  ordred 

his  Body  to  be  carry'd  out  of   the  City,   to 

be  cxpoj'd  to  the  View  of  the  People  ^   but 

the  Sight    thereof  was   fo  far   from  allaying 

their  Fury,    that  they  fought   with  more  ob- 

ïiforc'dto  ftinacy  than  ever,  till  they  forcd  Conez,,  with 

^uitTcmi-  ilis  Forces,  to  abandon  the  City  of  Tcmiflitan^ 

itiun.       gj^^  ^Q  retreat    fighting,  in  very  good  order 

to  Catacubéi^    leaving    all    the  Gold,    Silver, 

and  other  Riches,  they  had  gathered,  behind 

them. 

'Tis  incredible  what  Fatigues  the  Spaniards 
cndur'd  in  this  Adion  ;  they  were  tircd'to  fuch 
a  Degree,  that  they  could  ftir  neither  Hand 
nor  Foot:  Befides  that,  they  had  loft  150 
Men,  and  46  Hoifes  in  this  Combat,  with- 
out reckoning  2000  Male  and  Female  Indians^ 
who  loft  their  Lives  upon  this  Occalion,  and, 
among  them  the  Sons  and  the  Daughters  of. 
Momez^umuy  with  feveral  otr.cr  Pcrfoasof  note, 
that  were  their  Pnibners. 

One  Cue:  azacin^  Alontcz,iima'%  Brother,  fciz'd 
on  the  Throne,   two  of  his  Nephews,  /Mon" 
ttuimu'st  Sons,  being  excluded  from  it,  becaule 
one  W3S  a  Fool,  and  the  other  Lame  j  where- 
as 
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as  the  new  King  was  a  Perfon  very  well 
known,  both  for  his  Condiift  and  Bravery. 
He  took  cavi  to^  have  the  mofl  important 
PoH^s  well  fortify 'd,  the  better  to  defend  them, 
feivcs  againft  the  Spaniards  ^  and  publifh'd  a 
Proclamarion,  by  vertue  whereof  he  freed  his 
Subjeciis  from  all  Taxes,  provided  they  would 
take  up  Arms,  to  fight  and  chace  their  £ne- 
rries  out  of  their  Country,  and  put  to  the 
Sword  ail  fjjch  as  were  in  Alliance  with 
them. 

After  a  thoufand  Hazards,  and  fevcral  En- 
gagements, Conez.  and  his  Soldiers  had  with  the 
Indians^  for  the  Conqucfl  of  the  Neiv  Worldy 
unto  whith  phey  thought  fit  to  give  the  Name  of 
New  Spain  by  reafon  of  its  Refcmblairce  to  the 
Kingdom  ofSpaln^  in  Europe^  in  refpeft  of  its  Fer- 
tility and  Goodnefs  ;  they  refolv'd  to  lay  Siege  to 
Tem-Jlitan^  which  they  had  bin  forc'd  to  a- 
baudon  before.  In  one  Engagement  alone 
^00  Spaniards  kill'd  or  took  Prifoners  above 
P 50000  Indians  ;  the  Women  and  Children 
ftt  up  fuch  doleful  Cries,  as  would  have 
mov'd  the  mod  b'lrbarous  and  favage,  and  mofl: 
inveterate  Enemy  to  Compaflion^  and  in  ef- 
fed  the  Spamjli  Officers  did  all  they  could 
p  keep  their  Soldiers  from  continuing  the 
Slaughter,  as  wpll  as  the  Indians  that  were  f/l^f/f^^^^ 
in  their  Army,  who  put  all  their  Country- ■„^,^,/y/,/g 
men  to  the  Sword,  and  exercis'd  all  manner  sLmghier. 
of  Cruelties  upon  them  ^  for  there  is  not  a 
more  Crue|  Nation  in  the  World,  than  the 
Inhabitants  of  thefe  Parts,  being  without  the 
leaft:  Senfe  of  Humanity:  And  thefe  Indians^ 
that  fided  with  the  Spaniards^  being  no  lefs 
intent  upon  Plunder  than  the  Slaughter  of 
their  Country-men,  thefe  who  well  knew  their 

Tern- 
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Temper,  had  thrown  all  their  befl:  Mova- 
bles into  tie  Lake?,  and  a  vaft  Number  of 
Men,  Women  and  Children  went  after  their 
Goods-,  fo  that  the  Lake  being  fiird  with 
dead  CarcalTes,  they  march'd  over  them  in 
many  Places  3S  if  it  had  bin  on  the  folid 
Ground.  'Tis  impoHiblc  to  find  Words  fuit- 
able  to  the  Horror  of  fo  doleful  a  Spcâatle, 
and  to  exj^rcfs  the  Mifery  thcHÎ  poor  Wretch- 
es were  reduc'd  to  :  F^ere  you  might  have 
leen  nn  inuimerable  Multitude  of  Women 
and  Children  imploring,  with  the  moft  piti- 
ful Lamentations  and  Cries,  the  Sp^wiards  for 
Mercy  -,  but  in  vain,  ^he  greateft  Part  of 
them  were  driven  into  the  Lake,  where  they 
were  drovvn'd,  or  lliflcd  a;nong  the  dead 
Bodies,  and  the  reft  pcrifh'd  by  the  Plague, 
occafionM  by  the  Stench  of  the  dead  Bodies, 
by  the  want  of  Nourifhment,  and  by  the 
drinking  of  too  much  Salt  Watery  about 
60COO  pcrifh'd  in  this  manner  within  a  few 
Days.  The  Streets,  the  Roads,  nay,  the  adja- 
cent Mounr.-.iii?,  were  full  of  dead  CarcalTes  j 
notwithflanding  which,  thofe  that  remain'd  a- 
livc,  chofe  rather  to  undergo  the  fame  Fate, 
than  tofubmit,  fuch  was  their  Hatred  againft 
the  Spaniards.  This  obliged  Cortex,  to  fend 
^"'''".y ^f iox  his  great  Cannon,  and  to  arm  fome 
an'LS  t^'i^q^'^S  to  reduce  thofe  Indt^ns  that  kept 
on  the  Lake  in  their  Canoes  ;  fome  of  the 
Chief  Men,  who  were  taken  Prifoners  on  the 
Lake,  being  brought  before  de  Cortez^  told 
him.  They  had  done  nothing  elfe  hut  whit 
brave  Men  ought  to  do,  to  five  their  City 
ond  Country  ftom  Dcflrudioni  and,  that 
-    "  now  he  miti,ht  difpofc  of  their  Perfons  as   he 

thought  fit  ;    The  Chiefcil  among  them  lay- 
ing 
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îng  his  Hand  on  the  Hilt  of  de  Cortcz.  his 
Dagger,  begg'd  him  to  thriill  it  into  his 
Heart  :  But  he  told  him,  he  had  better  bear 
his  Difgrace  with  Patience,  and  that  they 
Ihould  be  very  civilly  treated.  This  laft 
Exploit  put  an  end  to  the  Siege,  which  had 
continued  without  Intermiffion  for  fixty-five 
Days,  all  which  the  Spaniards  had  fpent  in  the 
attacking  of  this  City,  being  forc'd  to  un- 
dergo almoft  incredible  Fatigues,  both  ia 
raifing  their  Works,  and  in  continual  Skir- 
miflies  ;  for  there  fcarce  paft  a  Day,  but  the 
Indians  would  fally  out  in  great  Numbers  to 
annoy  them  in  their  Works. 

The  Spaniards  thus  became  abfolute  Mailers  j/^^  gp^. 
of   Temifiitan^    the  capital   City  of   all  thefe  niards 
rich  Provinces,   got   an    ineftimable  Booty  -^makean    ' 
they  caus'd  all  the  Gold  they  found  here  to  ^^ntireCon-^ 
be  melted  down,    and  fent  away  a  prodigi-  |'{!4ko. 
ous  Quantity  of  wrought  Silks  of  all  forts.  "  ""  ^  * 
This  done,  Cortez.  took  effbftual  care  to  fettle 
the  Peace,  and  re  introduce  a  good  Order  and 
Difcipline,  every  thing  being  brought  into  Dif- 
order  and  Confulîon,  during  the  War  :     And 
to  frighten  the  Country  into  an  entire  Sub- 
miifion,  he  fent  the  News  of  his  having  taken, 
pillag'd  and   deltroy'd,   the    Famous  City  of 
TemTftitan  (the  richeft  and  ftrongefl    of   the 
whole  Kingdom  )  into  all  the  Provinces,  which 
produced  the  defir  d  Effeâ:  5    for  the  Indians 
fubmitted,  without  any  further  Reluûancy,  to 
the  Crown  of  Spain. 

The  Diveriity  of  Language,  among  the» 
Indians^  provV.  no  fmall  Obftacle  to  thole 
who  firft  ventured  upon  the  Difcovery  of 
the  New  World  :  This  difference  was  fuch, 
that  the  very  next  adjoining  Nations  fcarre 
G  Ç  underftand 
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underftand  one  another  ^  The  rcafon  whereof 
mull  be  attributed  to  their  continual  intedine 
Wars,  which  hiudred  them  from  cultivating 
any  Corrcfpondence  with  one  another.  To 
obviate,  in  fome  meafure,  this  Inconveniency, 
feveral  Authors  have  taken  the  Pains  to  give 
us  an  account  of  the  feveral  Idioms  that  are 
current  in  the  Indies. 

ThcNjmes  father  Domirick  âe  f'lco^  a  Dominica»,  ha$ 
;V"  "'Pn^^lifli'd  a  Diaionary,  or  a  Method  how  to 
1.7VC  mit-  ^"""^  ^"^^  Language  ot  Cachi^ml  ;  behdcs  fix 
/<?;."/ //;t  more  Idioms,  in  which  he  hx  written  feveral 
I"  i  n  /-  Trcjtifes- 

fiiu/ni.  Fatlier  Lertis  Ketiico,  a  Dominican,  hasWritten 

feveral  Treatifes  or  Sermons  in  the  Mexican 
Lai]guap;c,  and  in  thofe  of  Miflcca^  Zapoteca^ 
Ah  je,  Cho(  hona  and  1  or  aft  a. 

Father  Lewis  d(  l-'illafando,  a  Francifia»,  has 
Written  and  Publifh'd  feveral  Treatifes  in  the 
Indian  Idioms. 

Father  A  fa' tin  Leon  has  Publifh'd  a  Method, 
how  to  teach  the  ChriHian  Doctrine  to  the 
Indians,   in  8vo.    16I4. 

Father  yîlonzo  Rental,  a  Francifcan,  has  Fub- 
liih'd  the  Art  of  Learning  theA/fX-vV^^/Language, 
and  Sermons  for  the  whole  Year,  in  the  fame. 

Father  Aloni,o  de  Ljcalona,  a  Iranafcany  has 
Pubiifird  a  Method,  or  Dictionary,  how  to 
learn  the  Mexican  Language,  in  1 565.  As  alfq 
his  greater  and  Iclfcr  Doctrines,  containing 
Inflruâionsfor  Conftflbrs,  and  of  the  Prepara- 
tions for  the  Communion.  The  Life  ot 
St.  Francis.  Prayers  adapted  for  the  Indians, 
A  Treatife  upon  God's  Commandments  j  all  in 
\.\\e  Mexican  Language. 
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Father  Jlnthony  (T  Avila^  a  Dominican^  his  Art 
of  learning  the  A^exkan  Language  ;  and  his 
Method  how  to  know  its  true  Elegancy. 

Father  Arnaud  de  Bafocio^  a  Francifcauy  his 
Sermons,  Epiftles,  and  Gofpels  for  the  Year  ^ 
jn  tht  Mexica7i  Language. 

Father  Bernard  de  Sahagvey?^  a  Francifcan,^  his 
double  Annual  Sermons.  His  Annotations  upoa 
the  Epiftles  and  Gofpels  for  the  Year.  The 
Pfalras.  His  Life  of  St.  Bernard.  HisTreatife 
how  to  baptize  Children  ;  all  in  the  Mexican 
Language.  V/ith  a  Didonavy  in  three  Co- 
lumns,  viz..  Sfanijl}^  Latin^  and  Mexican. 

Father  Francis  Ximenes^  a  Francijcan,  his 
Method  and  Dictionary  in  the  Mexican  Lan- 
guage. 

Father  Fhili]^  Diaz.^  a  Francifcan,  his  Sermons 
Printed  in  the  Mexican  Language. 

Father  Gardas  de  Cifneros^  a  Francifcan^  his 
Sermons  in  the  Mexican  Language. 

Father  John  de  Mijanguas^  an  AnguÇiiny  his 
firft  Part  of  Sermons  for  Sundays.  And  the 
Feaftsof  the  Saints  \  lïi^t Mexican  Language  ; 
Printed  in  4to,  \67\. 

Father  'John  de  Rïhas^  a  Francifcan^  his  Gate* 
chifm.  His  Sermon  for  Sundays  throughout 
the  Year.  His  Abridgment  of  the  Lives  of  the 
Saints.  Maxims  of  a  Chriftian  Life  ;  all  Pub- 
lilh'd  in  x\\q  Mexican  Language. 

Father  'John  de  Garnae^  a  Francifcan^  his  Dia- 
logues, upon  the  Paflîon  of  Jcfni  Chrift  ^  and 
fome  other  Dialogues  in  the  Mexican  Lan- 
guage. 

Father  John  Bapifl^  a  Francijcan^  his  Praâice 
of  Morals,  for  the  Benefit  oï  the  Indians^  and 
for  the  Inftrudion  of  their  Children;  Printeë 
in  8vo,  in  icJoi,  in  i\[^  Mexican  Language. 

Fathçr 
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Father  '^ohn  deAyora^  a  Francifcan^  his  Treatifc 
of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar,  in  iht  Mexican 
Language. 

Father  Lewis  Ktànguez.^  a  Franc ifcan^  his  Pro- 
verbs of  Solomon,  in  the  Mexican  Language. 
His  Catechifm  and  Contempt  of  the  World, 
tranflated  into  the  fame  Language. 
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Prince]  turns  Chri- 
ftian  with  his  whole 
Family,  121.  A  Mi- 
racle,! 125. 

Cumana^  ft  range  fort 
of  Birds  there,  1 28. 

Caftilia^  Produdls  of 
it,  wild  Beafts  and 
Monftcrs,  132. 

Cabot  \jSebaftiar7~\  an 
Account  of  his  Difco- 
veries,  153. 

Coco  Tree  defcrib'd, 
itsNature  andUfe,2i  i 

Sr.C«^^Daand  ofl 


defcrib'd,  with  fome 
particular  Obfervati- 
ons  on  it,  298. 

Cortez.  13  Ferdinand  ] 
is  fent  to  make  New 

Difcoveries,  302. 

Is  made  Governour  of 

Nevp  Spain ^  304. 

His  Account  of  the 
Difcovery  of  Nero 
Sfain^  and  of  the  molt 
Remarkable  things  in 
it,  332- 

Cubagua  []  Ifle  of  ] 
its  Situation  and  Cu- 
riofities,  311.  ■  A 

dreadful  Earthquake, 
318. 

Churultecaly  two  pro-?" 
digious  Mountains 
there  defcrib'd,  341. 

D. 

DAKIEN,  built  by 
Encifoy  112. 

St.  Domingo  £  City 

of  3  deicrib'd,  1 87,249» 
Devil^   The    Jndiaf? 

Opinion  of  him,  198, 


FERRO,  Clfland  of  J 
no  Spring ,  River  , 
Fountain,  Rain  or  o- 
ther     Water     there, 

143^ 

C  C  2  Fer-^ 


The  I  N 

Ferti/tfid  D'  Oviedo 
relates  what  he  found 
molt  remarkable  in 
the  New  World,  to 
The  Empereur  Charles 
V. 185. 

Funeral  Ceremonies 
us'd  at  the  Burial  of 
the  Caciqites^  i  98. 

fi^oes^   a  m  on  ft  r  OU  S 
Sort,  defcrib'd,    221. 
285. Sea   and  Ri- 
ver Fifh,  2S4. 
G. 

GEESE  [wild:  de- 
fcrib'd, the  Manner  of 
the  hjdUns  taking 
them,  192. 
H. 
HERNANDEZ  {pi 
Oviedo']  an  Account 
of  his  Difcoverics, 
150. 

Hifpamola,  a  De- 
fcription  of  it,  with 
an  Account  of  its 
firft  Inhabitants,  Ri- 
vers, Lakes,  and  Pro- 
ducts, 167. 

Of  of    the   Gharches 
and     Clergy     there , 

249. 

I. 
JNDIANS.their  way 
of  Living,  Cuftoms, 
Religion,  greatRiches, 
Boats  and  Houfes  de- 
fcrib'd, 54. Their 


D  E  X. 

Manner  of    Letting 

Blood,  200. Odd 

Way  of  (triking  Fire, 

214.  Manner  of 

digging  tor  Gold,  and 
preparing  it  forUfc, 

219. Their  Way 

ofFifhing,  222. — Arc 
great  Swimmers,  223. 
-—  How  they  were  im- 
pos'd  upon  by  Colum- 
bus in  foretelling  them 
anEclipfeofthcMoon, 

248. Make  a  great 

Maflacre  of  the  Spéi- 
fiiards^  254.——  Theft 
fevercly    punifh'd    by 

them,  256. Their 

Way  of  making  Aejua 

Viti^  28 1 . Very 

unwilling  to  difcover 
their  Secrets  in  Phy- 

fick,  282. Their 

Way  of  catching  Pa- 
I'oquets,  30p. 

Jamaica  ,    Rarities 
found  in  that   Ifland, 

60,  306. Natives 

defcrib'd,  peculiar  way 

of  Fifhing,  61.  

Battel  between  them 
and  the  Spaniards^  67. 

A  terrible  Storm, 

68.'  Great  Riches 
found,  70.  — —  Habit 
of  a  Cacique  and  his 
Concubines,  7 1 .  ■ 
Defcription  of  the 
Wife 


The  INDEX, 


Wife  of  a  Cacique^  and 
the  great  Sway  fhc 
had  among  thçhdtans^ 
and  how  kindly  Ihe 
entertain'd  the  Euro- 
feam^  72. Re- 
ception of  the  Cover- 

nour,  73- A  no- 

bleEntertainment,afid 
their  Curious  Way  of 
Drefling  Snakes,  75, 
— Their  great  Admi- 
ration of  a  Ship, 76. — 

Curious  Beds,ï^/W. 

Indians  routed,  and  fe- 
veral  of  their  Caciques 
taken Their  man- 
ner of  Worfliiping  I- 
mages,  125. 

St.  John  Qlfland  of  3 
defer ib'd ,  Maflacres 
there,  130.— —Cer- 
tain curious  and  rare 
Obfervations  concern- 
ing it,  and  how  Con- 
quer'd  by  the  Europe- 
ans^ 292. 

Indian  Women  , 
Charader  of  them  , 
what  Methods  they 
take  in  Child-birth, 
173.- Their  Re- 
ligion, 174. Odd 

îvJotions  and  Opini- 
ons, 177-  •  How 
they  are  manag'd  in 
Sicknefs  by  their  Phy- 
iîcians,  180. 


J/abelU    CCity  ofl 
an  Account  of  its  fitlt 
Foundation,  307. 
M. 

defcrib'd,  the  manner 
of  their  making  Su- 
gar, 44. 

Mariatamkftl  UPrO- 
vince  of  ^ftrangeMon- 
fters  there,  98. 

Mufick^  what  won- 
derful EfFedts  it  has 
upon  the  Indians^  155. 

MonfirousBtrth^  27 1 . 

Miraculous  Delivc* 
ranees  at  Sea,  323. 

AIontez.uma  Q  King 
of  the  Indie  f}  his  great 

Power,  336. His 

Speech  and  Submiflion 

to  Cortez.^  343.  ■■ 

Is   Imprifon'd  ,    345. 

• His  fécond  Ad- 

drefs  to  his  own  Sub- 
jefts,whereinhe  wholly 
refigns  his  Sovereignty 
to  Sfain^  347.' 
Raifes  thirty  two  Mil- 
lions and  four  hundred 
Pounds  for  the  King 
of  Spatn^s  Ufe,  and  va- 
riety of  other  Pre- 
fents,  348. 

Mexico  t  Province 
of]  defcrib'd,  349.  — — 
Method  of  Trade,3  50 
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N. 


NINO  lALPHOÏ^' 
S0~\  departs  from  SfAin 
to  difco ver  New  Coun- 
tries, 89.  ■ His  Ac- 
count of  the  Indians^ 
and  Defcription  of  the 

Country,  90. The 

Way  they  make  Ufe 
oftopreferveDeadBo- 
dies  by  Broiling  them, 

P4- 

Nunez.  {J^ixfco~\  di- 
scovers great  Trea- 
furc,  and  is  very  fuc- 
cefsful  in  his  Enter- 
prifcs,  121.'  His 

Expedition     to     the 
South  Seas,  133.    ^ 
Has    çreic     Homage 
paid  him,  134.  « 

Penetrates  as  far  as 
the  Province  oi  Efca- 
where   the  Jn- 


diam  attacic 


him;  he 


afterwards  difcovers 
the  South  Seas  from  a 
high  Mountain,  135. 
-  Does     fevcre 

Juftice  upon  divers 
Sodomites^  1 56.  ■  ■  — 
Takes  Poireffion  of  the 
Southern  Coaft,    rsp. 


His  nnfortun«tc 

Expedition  up  an  un- 
known River,  where 
he  narrowly  efcapM 
his  Life,  140. Re- 
turns to  Darien^  144. 
Meets  greatDif- 
ficulcies  in  his  March, 

147. Surprifes  an 

Indian  Kine^  with  eigh- 
ty of  his  Concubines, 
14S.  Isconftitu- 

ted  General  of  DArierty 

153. Difcovers  the 

S^ice  JJlands^  164- 
His     Speech     to    his 

Companions,  165. 

The  Governour  re- 
calls him  back  to  Da- 
rien^  and  unjuftlycafts 
him  into  Prifon,  con- 
demns and  beheads 
him, \66. 


P. 


PINZONznà.  Arias 
his  Nephew  ,  their 
Adventures  and  Di- 
fcoveries,    95.  ■ 

Their  Return  back  to 
Spain  y  ç^. 

Pearls     C  lA^nd  of  3 
defcrib'd,    157. 
Nature  of  them,  159* 
-■ — How 


The  I  N 

r ■  How  to  know 

good  PeoHs^  518. 

Ponce^  [jCsipt.  Juan] 
his  Adventures,  161. 

Panama,  built  byPe- 
dro  Ama^   16'j.  • 
Wonderful  Bridge  de- 
fcrib'd,223. 

Q.. 

^JNCEDO  anâ 
Colmenar  return  into 
Spain  to  inform  the 
King  of  their  New 
Difcovcries,  124. 

Qvalpafoca  an  Indi- 
an Prince,  his  Son, and 
feveral  others  Impri- 

fon'd,  346.- -They 

are  burnt  alive  for 
Murdering  fome  S^a- 
m^fdsf  ilfid. 

R. 

ROLDAN,  Great 
Villanies  committed 
by  him,  his  Infolence, 
78. Caufes  a  Re- 
bellion, 80. 

SI 

SPAIN  CKing  of] 
by  a  Complaint  fends 
a  New  Governour  in- 
to the  Weft  Indies,  with 


D  E  X. 

Orders  that  Admiral 
Columbus  and  his  Bro- 
ther fhould  be  fent 
Prifoners    into   Sfain^ 

84.. .  Having  heard 

the  Cafe  of  Columbus,, 
on  his  Arrival,  the 
King  fends  Orders 
that  the  Cortvplainants 
ihould  be  feverely  Pu- 

nifh'd,  89. Orders 

Alonfo  de  Hojeda  and 
Diego  de  Nicuejja  to 
plant  Colonies  in  the 

New  World,  109. 

What  great  Slaugh- 
ter they  made  of  the 
Indians,  1 1 1 , 

Spaniards  defeated 
by  the  Indians,  ibid. 

Soils  XJuan^  the  un- 
fortunate Adventures 
of  him  and  his  Com- 
panions, i5i. 

Salvages,  or  Wild- 
Men,  ftrange  Relati- 
ons of  them,  172. 

Serpents  of  fevcral 
Sorts  defcrib'd,  of 
which  the/;7^i^»j  make 
Ragouts,  191. 

Suarez.  de  Medina  del 
Campo ,  fingly  routs 
three  Hundred  Indi- 
ans, 294. 

Scolopender  and  Other 

Infeds  defcrib'd,  289. 

T. 


rENERIFE  CPeak 
of]  defcrib'd,  45-  — - 
Account  of  the  Ifland 
anditsPro(luclions,rich 
Malmfey  Wine  made 
there,  46. 

T;//w<«cc<?,  great  plen- 
ty of  Deer  there,  1 57. 
Te^uinÀ's^  or  Conju- 
rors,   an  Accoant    of 
chem,  1P4. 
w  Tempeft^  a  great  one, 

•^  wherein  were  loft 
twenty  fix  Spanifh 
Ships,  245. 

Trees  of  fo  poifo- 
nous  aNature,  that  its 
prefent  Death  to    fit 

under  them,  275. 

Of  various  Sorts  de- 
fcrib'd ,  which  are 
wholly  apply'd  to  Me- 
dicinal Ufes,  278. 

Taffaltetal  QCity  ofj 
and  adjacent  Country 
dcfcribd,  33^. 

TemiJhitan[C\ty  of] 
defcrib'd,  342,  349- 
'  An  Account  of 
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its  carions  Buildings^ 
T.  Mosks,    Religion    of 

the  Inhabitants,   &c. 
3^1. 


V. 

VENEREAL  Di- 
feafe^  its  Rife  and  Pfo- 
grefs,  212. 

W. 

WEST  Indies^  Na- 
tural Hiftoryof,  18$. 
■  ■  ■*■  Different  Kinds 
of  Animals  found  there, 

202,283 Gold  and 

Silver  Mines  defcri- 
bcd.  Rivers  and  0-= 
ther  Curiofitics,  253. 

Plants  and  Fruits 

a  Defcription,  of  their 
Nature  and  Ufe,  273. 

—  Sea  Wolves  de- 
fcrib'd 286,329— Birds 
of  different  Kinds,  ib. 

In  feds   of  fe- 

vei  il  Sorts  ,  288. 
— — •  Worms  in  the 
Indian  Seas,  an  Ac« 
count  of  them,  319» 
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